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1 Welcome

We have pleasure in welcoming you to the Department of Decision Sciences and trust that you will find
the modules for which you are registered interesting and of practical value.

The purpose of this tutorial letter is to provide you with general information pertaining to all undergraduate
modules offered by the Department.

2 The Department of Decision Sciences

The Department of Decision Sciences offers Operations Research as a major for a B Sc degree and Quan-
titative Management as a major for a BCom degree, functioning in both the College of Economic and
Management Sciences and the College of Science, Engineering and Technology.

The departmental secretary is Mrs MS Cunningham. She can be contacted per telephone at 012 433-4684
or per fax at 012 429-4898.

More information regarding the Department is available on the departmental webpage at

http://www.unisa.ac.za/dept/kwa/ or http://www.dsbk.com/

The Department of Decision Sciences is currently situated in the Club One building on Unisa’s Hazelwood
campus, at the corner of Dely and Pinaster streets in Pretoria.

3 General information

Please study each Tutorial letter 101 that you receive carefully. It contains

important information on the particular module.

For information on topics such as assignments, booksellers, orders, regional offices and the use of the library,
see the brochure

my Studies @ Unisa

4 myUnisa

It is very important to register for myUnisa, Unisa’s web portal for students. It is a free service offered to
registered students and gives you access to administrative and academic services via the internet.

Here you can find electronic copies of tutorial matter, take part in module specific discussion forums, send
e-mails to your lecturers, and much more.

The home page of myUnisa is https://my.unisa.ac.za.

Please keep your personal information updated on myUnisa.

https://my.unisa.ac.za
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5 Communication with the University

5.1 Contacting lecturers

You are most welcome to contact your lecturers. The names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of
the responsible lecturers for each module are provided in Section 8 of this tutorial letter, as well as on
myUnisa.

We recommend that you transfer the names and contact details of the lecturer(s) for your module(s) to
the relevant Tutorial letter 101.

You may contact your lecturer(s) in any of the following ways:

⊲ Preferably per telephone or e-mail.

⊲ Per fax on the number 012 429-4898. Note that it is very important that the code of the module,
your name and your student number should appear on the fax.

⊲ Per post by using the following postal address:

The lecturer (or the name of the lecturer)
The particular module code, e.g. DSC3703
Department of Decision Sciences
PO Box 392
UNISA
0003

⊲ If you want to visit your lecturer personally, you have to make an appointment beforehand.

5.2 Administrative matters

Enquiries regarding administrative matters should never be addressed to your lecturer(s). You may either
send an e-mail to one of the addresses in the following table:

Enquiry E-mail address

Exemption/activation of registration econ@unisa.ac.za
Study material despatch@unisa.ac.za
Payment/refund/statement of account finan@unisa.ac.za
Examination exams@unisa.ac.za
Aegrotat/special exam aegrotats@unisa.ac.za
Assignments assign@unisa.ac.za
Applications applications@unisa.ac.za

or write to
The Registrar (Academic)
PO Box 392
UNISA
0003

Telephonic enquiries about administrative matters should be addressed to the relevant sections. Consult
the brochure my Studies @ Unisa in this regard.
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6 Plagiarism

Plagiarism can be defined as the act of using someone else’s words or ideas and presenting it as one’s own.
It is a very serious offense – people have lost their jobs and students have been expelled from universities
for committing plagiarism.

Each of the following situations is considered to be plagiarism:

⊲ Submitting someone else’s work as your own. This includes copying assignment solutions.

⊲ Copying words or ideas from someone else without providing a full reference to the source.

⊲ Failing to indicate a quotation as such and not providing the correct information about the source
thereof. This includes copying text or figures directly from some source (like the internet) and not
indicating it as a quote (by using quotation marks) or providing a full reference to the source.

⊲ Changing some words in the text, but copying the structure of a sentence from a source without
giving credit.

⊲ Copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work. Even
when you give credit to the source, this is regarded as plagiarism.

Plagiarism can usually be prevented by acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed and pro-
viding the information necessary to find the source.

Students who commit plagiarism mainly hurt themselves. They may never learn the skills to evaluate
sources, take notes, select appropriate quotations, paraphrase and give credit to others for their ideas and
words. Whether it is detected or not, plagiarism violates the essential objective of any educational system,
where lecturers and students work together to help students acquire knowledge and skills that will enable
them to fulfill their potential.

Plagiarism undermines the notion of academic integrity on which the academic world is grounded. All
knowledge depends on previous knowledge. Sir Isaac Newton said

“If I have seen further [than certain other men] it is by standing upon the shoulders of giants”1.

It is most important to acknowledge those whose work has helped us.

7 ORSSA

The Operations Research Society of South Africa (ORSSA) is a society especially for the discipline Oper-
ations Research, which includes Quantitative Management and Decision Sciences.

Information regarding this society and its activities can be found on the internet at

http://www.orssa.org.za/wiki/.

1From Bartleby.com
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8 Lecturers

The names and contact numbers of the lecturers presenting modules in the department are provided in the
following table.

Telephone E-mail Office

Module Lecturer(s) number address Club 1

FBN1501 Dr JE Singleton 012 433-4721 singleje@unisa.ac.za 4-08

FBN1502 Mrs CE Roos 012 433-4720 roosce1@unisa.ac.za 4-36

BNU1501 Mrs MC Strydom 012 433-4715 strydmc@unisa.ac.za 4-29

QMI1500 Mr J Rangoaga 012 433-4729 rangomj@unisa.ac.za 4-34

DSC1510 Mr J Rangoaga 012 433-4729 rangomj@unisa.ac.za 4-34

DSC1520 Ms GV Mabe-Madisa 012 433-4602 mabemgv@unisa.ac.za 4-37

DSC1620 Dr M Fick 012 433-4732 fickm@unisa.ac.za 4-14

DSC1630 Mrs MF Immelman 012 433-4691 immelmf@unisa.ac.za 4-28

DSC2602 Dr S Belabbes 012 433-4716 belabs@unisa.ac.za 4-22

DSC2604 Mr RJ de Beer 012 433-4665 dbeerrj@unisa.ac.za 4-32

DSC2605 Dr S Belabbes 012 433-4716 belabs@unisa.ac.za 4-22

DSC2606 Prof P Potgieter 012 433-4603 potgip@unisa.ac.za 4-13

DSC2607 Mrs I du Plooy 079 5448 923 dsc26072013@gmail.com –

DSC3702 Mrs MC Strydom 012 433-4715 strydmc@unisa.ac.za 4-29

DSC3703 Dr S Mukeru 012 433-4658 mukers@unisa.ac.za 4-24

DSC3704 Ms J le Roux 012 433-4723 lrouxj@unisa.ac.za 4-11

DSC3705 Dr MP Mulaudzi 012 433-4855 mulaump@unisa.ac.za 4-23

DSC3706 Prof G Davie 012 433-4636 davieg@unisa.ac.za 4-27

DSC3707 Dr FES Bullock 012 654-7829 unisa.bullock@gmail.com –

OMT2601 Mrs E Mudimu 012 433-4730 mudime@unisa.ac.za 4-35

OMT3701 Mrs WA Van Hoepen 012 433-4650 vhoepwa@unisa.ac.za 4-15

OMT4801 Mrs I du Plooy 079 5448 923 omt4801@gmail.com –
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