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Oral Advocacy: Is all about your prep for a trial, ie. Writing an opening statement, closing argument ect. It is also all about the procedure that an attorney should follow when defending a client in court. The procedure has five steps:

· First step: Opening statement, in the statement avoid providing evidence. Provide your name, who you are defending, What the case is about, the issue's which are in dispute and state your witnesses. 
· Second Step: Examination in Chief, it is your first and most important examination of a witness, it should be a formal yet friendly conversation. Listen to the witness and watch the witness's demeanor(body language ect.). It can tell you if the witness is nervous or at ease. Your witness's evidence should mirror the info contained in the pleadings. During this examination you may not ask leading questions, eg. " How long have you been an industrial psyclogist?" this question is presupposing info that th WITNESS HAS NOT YET PROVIDED. Purpose of examination in chief is to protect the witness 's version from attack during cross examination. 
· Third Step: Cross - examination: during cross-examination, a witness's version of what happened will be tested vigorously. The cross examiner must aim at discrediting the witness or to obtain info from the witness. A witness may contridict himself during cross-examination. You MAY ask leading questions during cross-examination, this will lead to you keeping control of the witness. A minimum requirement of cross-examination is to put your clients version of events to the witness. Always be courteous towards a witness. 
· Step Four: Re - examination: You may now re-examine your witness but only to either clarify a point that was made against your witness or to highlight new issues which arose during cross-examination. However, re-examination is best avoided! 
· Step Five: Closing Argument after all evidence is provided you deliver your closing argument. first its a good idea to highlight all the facts about the case, to refresh the magistrates memory. then proceed to deal with the applicable law. In your conclusion state clearly the approach that you wish the court to take (The law you want applied against the opposite party). Hope this helps:) Good luck for the exams! 
