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Dear Student, 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
We would like to welcome you as a student of the Department of Political Sciences and trust 
that you will find this module interesting and stimulating.  We hope that you will be successful in 
your academic endeavours and that you will continue your studies in this Department by selecting 
other modules that we offer. 
 
 

Please take special note of the contents of this tutorial letter as well as your copy of  
Study@Unisa, for information concerning your studies. 
 
 

The Department offers modules on a semesterised basis. This means that there are two 
periods of tuition as well as two sets of examinations during each calendar year. The first 
period runs approximately from February to May and the second period approximately from July 
to October. The examinations follow each period of study. Please note that aegrotat and 
supplementary examinations will coincide with the examinations of the following semester. 
 

Note! You may enrol at the beginning of the year for modules offered in the second semester. 
This will enable you to study for these modules over a longer period. 
 

Tutorial Matter: The study material supplied by the university at registration consists of: 
 

■ a study guide; and 

■ tutorial letters 
 
NOTE: All tutorial matter including tutorial letters will not necessarily be available at the 
time of registration. Tutorial letters that are not available when you register will be posted 
to you as soon as possible, but is also available on myUnisa. 
 
 

When you register, you will receive an INVENTORY LETTER together with your tutorial matter. 
The tutorial letter lists only the items available at the Department of Despatch in Pretoria or at 
the University’s regional offices on the date of your registration. 
 

Students who register at a regional office will receive the remainder of their available tutorial 
matter by registered post from Pretoria. 
 
Check the tutorial matter you have received against the inventory.  You should have received all 
the items specified in the inventory, unless indicated otherwise (e.g. out of stock).  Should any 
of the items be missing, please follow the instructions on the reverse side of the inventory letter. 
 

 

NOTE: Your lecturers will not be able to help you with missing study material. 
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2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES  
 
2.1 Purpose 
 
To enable students to demonstrate an understanding of the nature and scope of politics and 
the study of politics, as well as be able to describe the nature and characteristics  
 
2.2 Outcomes 
 
Learners can demonstrate an understanding of what concepts are involved in the study of 
politics as a social activity. 
 

• Learners can identify, describe and explain the basic concepts involved in the study of 
politics as a social activity. 

• Learners can demonstrate their ability to analyse and explain the manifestation of politics 
as an activity. 

 

3 LECTURER(S) AND CONTACT DETAILS 

 

3.1 Lecturer 

Ms Z Radebe 

Tel: (012) 429 6351 

Fax: (012) 429 6085 

E-mail: radebz@unisa.ac.za 

Office: Theo van Wijk Building 7-07, UNISA Main Campus, Muckleneuk, Pretoria, South Africa 
 

3.2 Department  

The Department offers three subjects namely: Politics (including South African politics), 
International Politics (including Strategic Studies) and African Politics. 
 

For general information on Politics please contact: 
 

Mr Funny Tabane 

Tel: (012) 429-6854 

Fax: (012) 429 6085 

Email: tabanfj@unisa.ac.za 
 

For general information on African Politics please contact: 
 

Mr Solly Mudau 

Tel: (012) 429-8560 

Fax: (012) 429 6085 

Email: mudauas@unisa.ac.za 
 

 

You may also visit us at our website at: http://www.unisa.ac.za/politicalsciences. 
 
 

mailto:radebz@unisa.ac.za
mailto:tabanfj@unisa.ac.za
mailto:mudauas@unisa.ac.za
http://www.unisa.ac.za/politicalsciences
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3.3 University 

 
You will find general UNISA contact details in the Study@Unisa brochure. Students are 
reminded to use their student number when contacting the university. 
 

4 RESOURCES 
 
4.1 Prescribed books 
 
There are no prescribed books for this module. 
 
4.2 Recommended books 
 
The following books are recommended for this module: 
 

 

Garner, R., Ferdinand, P. and Lawson, S. 2016 (3rd Edition).  Introduction to Politics. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Hague, R. and Harrop, M. 2013 (9
th 

Edition). Comparative Government and Politics: An 
Introduction. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
 

4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 
 
There are no e-reserves for this module. 
 
4.4 Library services and resources information  
 
For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies  
 
For detailed information, go to http://www.unisa.ac.za/library. For research support and services 
of personal librarians, click on "Research support". 

 
The library has compiled a number of library guides: 

 finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad 

 requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 

 postgraduate information services – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

 finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in doing research – 
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills 

 how to contact the library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions – 
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  
 
The distance learning nature of Unisa often leaves many students feeling a sense of loneliness 
and anxiety. However, this does not have to be the case. The university has recently embraced 
a form of learner support called Open and Distance Learning (ODL). ODL is a way of organising 
teaching and learning that focuses on: 
 

 Student-centeredness  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
http://www.unisa.ac.za/library
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
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 Access and equity 

 Independent learning 
 
ODL is largely technologically orientated and this section will outline the various modes in which 
students may interact with academics. 
 
5.1 Personal visits 
 
The traditional form of interaction between student and academic is face-to-face sessions. You 
are advised to make an appointment prior to visiting your lecturer for this course. Remember 
that when you visit the Unisa campus, irrespective of whether you visit a lecturer, the library or 
another department, you must have your student card with you.  

5.2. Group discussions 
 
If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access resources 
and information at the University. The myUnisa learning management system is Unisa's online 
campus that will help you to communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the 
administrative departments of Unisa – all through the computer and the internet.  
 
To go to the myUnisa website, start at the main Unisa website, https://www.unisa.ac.za,and 
then click on the “Login to myUnisa” link on the right-hand side of the screen. This should take 
you to the myUnisa website. You can also go there directly by typing in https://my.unisa.ac.za.  
 
Please consult the publication Study@Unisa which you received with your study material for 
more information on myUnisa.  
 
5.3. e-Tutor 
 
Please be informed that, with effect from 2013, Unisa offers online tutorials (e-tutoring) to 
students registered for modules at NQF level 5, 6 and 7, this means qualifying first year, second 
year  and third year modules. Please log on to myUnisa to find out if any of the modules that 
you have registered for falls in this category.   
 
Once you have been registered for a qualifying module, you will be allocated to a group of 
students with whom you will be interacting during the tuition period as well as an e-tutor who will 
be your tutorial facilitator. Thereafter you will receive an sms informing you about your group, 
the name of your e-tutor and instructions on how to log onto MyUnisa in order to receive further 
information on the e-tutoring process.  
 
Online tutorials are conducted by qualified E-Tutors who are appointed by Unisa and are offered 
free of charge. All you need to be able to participate in e-tutoring is a computer with internet 
connection. If you live close to a Unisa regional Centre or a Telecentre contracted with Unisa, 
please feel free to visit any of these to access the internet. E-tutoring takes place on MyUnisa 
where you are expected to connect with other students in your allocated group. It is the role of 
the e-tutor to guide you through your study material during this interaction process. For your to 
get the most out of online tutoring, you need to participate in the online discussions that the e-
tutor will be facilitating.  
 
There are modules which students have been found to repeatedly fail, these modules are 
allocated face-to-face tutors and tutorials for these modules take place at the Unisa regional 

https://www.unisa.ac.za/
https://my.unisa.ac.za/
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centres. These tutorials are also offered free of charge, however, it is important for you to 
register at your nearest Unisa Regional Centre to secure attendance of these classes. 
 
5.4. Free computer and internet access 
 
Unisa has entered into partnerships with establishments (referred to as Telecentres) in various 
locations across South Africa to enable you (as a Unisa student) free access to computers and 
the Internet. This access enables you to conduct the following academic related activities: 
registration; online submission of assignments; engaging in e-tutoring activities and signature 
courses; etc. Please note that any other activity outside of these are for your own costing e.g. 
printing, photocopying, etc. For more information on the Telecentre nearest to you, please visit 
www.unisa.ac.za/telecentres. 
 
 
5.5.  Informal study groups 
 
Open and distance learning (ODL) implies that you are required to work mostly on your own. 
The establishment of an informal study group will go some way in alleviating the problem of 
loneliness and resolving study problems by discussing them with fellow students. You are 
encouraged to establish a study group in your area.   
 
A list of the names and the addresses of fellow students in your area can be obtained from:  
 
Department of Undergraduate Student Affairs  
PO Box 392  
UNISA  
0003  
South Africa  
 
All enquiries should be directed to: 
 
Fax Number : (012) 429 4150 / +27 12 429 4150 
Email  : study-info@unisa.ac.za  
 
5.6. Satellite broadcasting and video conferencing classes 
 
This is the new and exciting form of interaction between student and academic. As part of the 
Open and Distance Learning (ODL) model of learner support, satellite broadcasting and video 
conferencing classes will take place. Students will be notified via a tutorial letter, sms and email 
of the time and date of these satellite broadcasting and video conferencing classes to be held 
during the 1st and 2nd semester. Students should go to their regional offices where they will 
they will be able to attend the classes which will be beamed live from Pretoria. All regional 
centres have satellite broadcasting and video conferencing facilities.  After the conclusion of 
such classes, DVD’s are sent to all regional centres for viewing. Thus, if you cannot attend a 
satellite or video conferencing class, you can go to your nearest regional centre to view it free of 
charge. Alternatively, students may also purchase the DVD of the class at a cost of R60.00 from 
the regional office. 
 

6 STUDY PLAN 
 
The planning of your own study programme is very important. However, we are not in a 
position to work out a programme that will suit all your needs. You are responsible for doing the 
planning yourself. We mention a few guidelines. You should start with the study guide and 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/telecentres
mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
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scan it briefly to ensure that you are familiar with the content of the course. We recommend 
that you determine the amount of time available per week for the course, given your own 
circumstances. This will determine how much time per day you can spend on the course. Your 
objective should be to follow the schedule throughout the semester. The amount of time per 
week available for the course is not as important as the fact that you should be continually 
engaged in studying throughout the semester. 

   

If you are a student with a health-related condition such as tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS, or 
have a close family member with a health condition, please take cognisance thereof when 
planning your studies. The same also applies to any other difficulties you or close friends and 
family members may experience. Such difficulties may impact on the time you may have 
available for studies. In these circumstances it is important to plan well ahead in order to have 
sufficient time to meet deadlines. It will be unwise to cram tasks as this creates enormous 
stress which will negatively impact on your performance as a student, as well as your health. 
Planning your studies is essential so that you work consistently and make good progress. It 
would be wise to know your health status with regard to conditions such as tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS, blood pressure, diabetes and high cholesterol. If you are informed by medical tests, 
with the necessary medical and supportive interventions you can prolong and improve the 
quality of your life and your success in your studies 
 

Refer to the Study@Unisa brochure for general time management and planning skills. 
 
 Study Guidelines and Focus areas 
 

STUDY UNIT 1: THE CONCEPT OF POLITICS 
 

The focus of this study unit is to introduce you to the concept of politics and what politics is 
and is not. We all have a preconceived idea of what politics is, and therefore this study unit 
provides you with the necessary terminologies required to define politics and explain what 
politics is. You will see (as with other concepts in the field of politics) that the term politics 
have different definitions, therefore select one that you find the most relevant. This study unit 
should be regarded as the most important, therefore if you have trouble understanding the 
work, please contact the lecturer. 
 
Outcome 
 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) explain what political and authoritative decisions are and who it applies to; 

b) give a concise explanation on authorities and who would be regarded as authorities; 

c) give a definition and explanation of ‘power’, ‘authority’, ‘competency’ and ‘legitimacy’; 

d) differentiate between the political strata as proposed by Robert Dahl; 

e) differentiate between totalitarian and liberal traditions in decision-making; 
f) provide a concise definition of ‘politics’ 
 

STUDY UNIT 2: HUMANS AS POLITICAL BEINGS 

 

The purpose of this study unit is to determine the inevitability of politics in people’s lives. Even 
if a person is apolitical, or is minimally involved in politics, his/her life is still affected/controlled 
by it. Therefore, this study unit explains a person’s involvement within a political environment 
and how this inevitable involvement came about. 
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Outcome 
 
When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) explain and compare, in detail, super-naturalistic, naturalistic and rationalistic 
theories which explain the origin of politics and human beings’ involvement therein; 

b) identify the common variables which explain the origin of politics; 

c) deduce from super-naturalistic, naturalistic and rationalistic theories what the 
purpose is of political life. 

 
STUDY UNITS 3 AND 4: CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MODERN STATE 

 

The focus of these study units is to clarify the meaning of the concept ‘state’ and the variations 
thereof. Also, the five characteristics essential for the existence of the state is identified and 
discussed. As the ‘state’ is the main role player in politics, it is crucial for students to 
understand the concept and manifestation thereof clearly. 
 

Outcomes 
 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) define the concept state by identifying the criteria which are applicable to the 
existence of the state; 

b)  understand and differentiate between the diverse meanings of the concept ‘state’; 

c)  differentiate between the different views and theories about the state, for example, 
minimalist view, Marxist theory etc; 

d)  name and discuss the criteria applicable for the existence of a state; 

e)  name and discuss the FALSE criteria often used for the existence of states 

f)  discuss the other ways in which the term ‘state’ is used, i.e. nation, society, community 
etc. 

 
STUDY UNIT 5: THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADITIONAL FORMS OFGOVERNMENT 
AUTHORITY 

 

This study unit gives an overview on how modern authorities originated from traditional 
authorities. Many of the characteristics which are visible in modern-day authorities have 
developed from traditional authorities and therefore to understand the development of the 
state in the following study units, one needs to begin at grassroots level; i.e. the family 
organisation, tribal level and the chieftainship. 
 
Outcome 
 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) explain what is meant with traditional authorities; 
b) discuss the family organisation as the earliest form of government; 

c) discuss the development of the tribe as the next phase of traditional authorities; 

d) discuss the chieftainship as a significant development of traditional authorities; 

e) identify the various characteristics of each of the traditional authorities mentioned and 
the importance it had on the development of the modern state. 
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STUDY UNIT 6: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE 
 

Study unit 6 focuses on the development of the state through the different phases apparent in 
that development. Each of these phases are important and can be seen as a process of trial 
and error, which have led to the manifestation of the modern state as we see and recognise it 
today. 

Outcome 

 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) discuss the state as a public institution (RES PUBLICA); 

b) differentiate and discuss the Feudal state, Stände state and Absolutist state; 

c) discuss the events that led to the appearance of the modern state. 

 

STUDY UNITS 7 to 11:: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE 
 

Study U n i t s  7  t o  1 1  further t h e  discussion on the development of the state. These 
developments have taken place over centuries, hence the statement that “the state is the end 
product of a long evolutionary process”. 
 

Outcome 
 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 

 

a) clarify and discuss what is meant with ‘ancient authorities’; 

b) differentiate between the chieftainship and ancient monarchy; 

c) discuss and describe empires in the development of the state; 

d) discuss the characteristics of the city state and the city state as a political   organisation 
of a city state; 

e) discuss the historical background to feudalism in Western Europe; 

f) give an in-depth discussion on the feudal system and the important characteristics and 
role-players of the feudal system; 

 
STUDY UNIT 12: WAYS IN WHICH THE MODERN STATE DEVELOPED 
 

This study unit discusses the different patterns of development of states. Not all states 
develop the same way and internal and external factors have played major roles in the 
development of states. 
 

Outcomes 
 

When completing this study unit, you must be able to: 
 

a) discuss and give examples of the creation of states by means of revolutions; 

b) discuss the colonial state as a creation of states; 

c) discuss the creation of states by means of treaties; 

d) discuss the creation of state by means of political changes. 
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7 PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 
 
There is no practical work and work integrated learning for this module. 
 

8 ASSESSMENT 
 
8.1 Assessment criteria 
 
There are two compulsory assignments for this module.  Both are compulsory for purposes 
of admission to the examination and a semester mark. They should be submitted on or before 
the due dates. 
 

In order to be admitted to the examination you have to submit assignment 01 in good time. 
Assignments 01 and 02 will jointly contribute towards a semester mark that counts 20% 
towards your final mark.  Your semester mark will be calculated on the basis of the marks you 
have obtained in each of the two assignments. The semester mark (20%), together with your 
examination mark (80%) will thus be used to calculate your final mark for this module. It is 
important to submit the assignments on time.  See section 8.2 for the due dates and the unique 
numbers of assignments. 
 

Unfortunately no extension for late submissions can be granted. This is due to requirements 
from the Department of Higher Education and Training that have to be met. 
 
8.2 Assessment plan 

 

Note: There are two compulsory assignments. 
Assessment in this module consists of both formative and summative 
assessment. 
 

Formative assessment consists of activities in the study guide, as well as a range of self- 
evaluation exercises at the end of each study unit and a self-assessment essay assignment in 
the tutorial letter. However there are two compulsory assignments in this tutorial letter which 
should be submitted for marking. These will determine your admission to the examinations, as 
well as your semester mark. Please note the due dates and note that no extension may be 
granted. 
 

Summative assessment consists of a formal venue based examination. Please study your copy 
of Study@Unisa, for all rules and arrangements pertaining to the examination 
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8.3 Assignment numbers 
 
8.3.1 General assignment numbers 
 
Assignment 01, Semester 1 
Assignment 02, Semester 1 
 
Assignment 01, Semester 2 
Assignment 02, Semester 2 

 
8.3.2 Unique assignment numbers 
 
Unique numbers for the assignments for semester 1 are as follows: 

Assignment 1: 724271 
Assignment 2: 791004 
 
Unique numbers for the assignments for semester 2 are as follows: 

Assignment 1: 889650 
Assignment 2 789705 
 
Note: No extension will be granted for assignment submission. 
 
8.4 Assignment due dates 
 
Due dates for assignments for semester 1 are as follows:  

Assignment 1: 23 March 2018 
Assignment 2: 20 April 2018 
 
Due date for assignments for semester 2 are as follows:  

Assignment 1: 24 August 2018 
Assignment 2: 05 October 2018 
 
8.5 Submission of assignments 
 
For detailed information and requirements as far as assignments are concerned, go through the 
Study@Unisa brochure, which you received with your tutorial matter. 
Note: You may also submit them electronically via myUnisa by adhering to the following 
instructions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 • Go to myUnisa.  
 • Log in with your student number and password.  
 • Select the module from the orange bar.  
 • Click on Assignments in the left menu.  
 • Click on the assignment number you want to submit.  
 • Follow the instructions.  
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8.6 The assignments 
 

8.6.1 Compulsory assignments for semester 1 

 

FOR FIRST SEMESTER STUDENTS ONLY!!!!!! 

 
SEMESTER 01 Assignment 01 

 
Unique Assignment Numbers: 724271 Closing Dates: 23 March 2018 
 
   
QUESTION 1 

Complete the following sentence by filling in the missing words.  

Politics relates, among other things, to the relationship between the -------------------- and its -----------------
--- 

1. Government and its subjects 

2. Government and its members 

3. Government and its authorities 

4. Government and its constituency 
 

QUESTION 2 
 
Theories from this category concentrate on the social nature of human nature as the 
reason why people find themselves in a political environment. Indicate the correct 
option. 
1. Supernaturalistic theories 

2. Rationalistic theories 

3. Naturalistic theories 

4. All of the above 
 

QUESTION 3 
 
One of the following statements about the state is false. Indicate the incorrect statement. 
 

1. There is really only one concept and one theory about the state. 

2. The concept state can be the end product of a long process of evolutionary development. 

3. The concept state can be the end product of a more revolutionary, rather than 

evolutionary process. 

4. The concepts state and government are sometimes used interchangeably by politicians. 



PLC1501/101/3/2018 
 

15 

QUESTION 4 

Indicate whether the following statement is true or false. 

A state should have the necessary physical power to be regarded as a state. 

1. True 

2. False 

 
QUESTION 5 
 
Which one of the following combinations is an example of a traditional form of 
government? Indicate the correct option. 

1. Chief, Family, Tribe 

2. Family, Tribe, Nation 

3. All of the above 

 
QUESTION 6 
 
Indicate the incorrect option in the following statement. The concept of government 
relates to… 

1. The people who through government institutions, such as parliament, exercise authority 

on behalf of the state. 

2. The democratically elected government that runs the country 

3. The role players who authoritatively assign values to society 

 
QUESTION 7 
 
The modern state comes into formation through various means. Indicate the correct 
option by choosing the correct combination. 
 

1. Revolutions, Treaties, Colonial conquest, and Coups d’état 

2. Colonial conquest, Treaties, Political changes, and Coups d’état 

3. Revolutions, Colonial conquest, Treaties, Political Changes and Coups d’état  

4. Revolutions, Political changes, Coups d’état, Treaties and Elections 

 
QUESTION 8 
 
Indicate the correct option by filling the missing word/s. 
 
It can happen that authorities oppose change and development and that the 

population, therefore, overthrows the  present government by means of a ---------------in order 

to establish a new government level. 

 

1. Revolution 
2. Treaty 
3. Conquest 
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QUESTION 9 
 
Indicate the correct option by filling in the missing word/s. 

On 31 May 1910, after a period of self-government in the former Boer Republics, Natal, the 
Cape, the Transvaal and the Orange Free State united to form the ------------- 

1. Cape Union 

2. British colonies 

3. Anglo Boer War 

4. Union of South Africa 

 
QUESTION 10 
 
States that came into existence because of political events in the former USSR include the 
following: 

1. America in in September 1991 

2. Ukraine in December 1991 

3. Moldova in June 1950 

4. Croatia in May 1992 
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SEMESTER 01 Assignment 02 

 
Unique Assignment Number:   791004       Closing date: 20 April 2018 
 
QUESTION 1 
The following statements refer to the characteristic of politics. Indicate the incorrect 
option. 
 
1. Politics relates to authoritative decisions made for the whole society 

2. Politics has to do with the relationship between government and its authorities 

3. Political decisions are the highest level of decisions made in a particular society 

4. These authoritative decisions are made by those with the necessary power, authority, 

legitimacy and competency (political decision makers). 

 
QUESTION 2 
 
Indicate whether the following statement is true or false. 

A theory is a set of ideas and concepts arranged in such a way that it explains something 
to us. 

1. True 

2. False 

 
QUESTION 3 
 
The following question deals with the concepts nation and nation-state. Indicate the 
correct option. 
 
1. The two concepts nation and nation-state are identical. 
2. Cuba is an example of a nation-state. 

3.  It is not possible that one nation is spread over two states. 

4. All the above-mentioned statements are correct. 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
Complete the following sentence by indicating the correct option.  

Other forms of political organisation mainly had-------------------- as borders. 

1. Colonies 

2. Frontiers 

3. Territories 

4. None of the above 
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QUESTION 5 
 

Which one of the following is not an example of a traditional form of government? 
Indicate the incorrect option. 
 
1. The Zulu nation 

2. The Ashanti nation 

3. The Gupta family 

4. All of the above 

 
QUESTION 6 
 

Name the peace treaty that ended the war that had waged for 30 years in Europe. 

1. The treaty of Westphalia 

2. The 1948 treaty of Westphalia 

3. The Westphelian treaty 

4. All of the above options are correct 
 

QUESTION 7 
 

Indicate the correct option by completing the sentence. 
 

The-------------------- state largely completed the process of territorial consolidation in Europe. 

1. Colonial  

2. Absolutist 

3. Stande 

4. Westphelian 
 

QUESTION 8 
 

In the Russian revolution of 1917, the tsarist regime was overthrown by the socialist 
revolution and replaced with a new state structure. This statement describes a process 
of state formation by which means? Indicate the correct option. 
 

1. Coup d’etat 

2. European imperialism 

3. Revolutionary 

4. Treaty  
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QUESTION 9 
 

The following statements include some of the most important characteristics of the 
colonial state. Indicate the incorrect option.  
 
1. The area was subdued by the military or in some other way, and then controlled as a 

colony. 

2. The application of policy and control by the imperial power had a decisive impact on the 
political development in the region after independence had been won. 

3. The way in which the state was formed in South Africa, would have numerous 
consequences for the country’s subsequent political development of the state. 

4. Many governments were established in areas in which one or other form of government 
already existed, such as monarchies and family organisations. 
 

QUESTION 10 
 
Which one of the following statements on the creation of state by means of political 
changes is false? 

1. In the past two decades, a number of new states have made their appearance on the 

international scene as a result of political changes in those countries. 

2. Some of these states lost their independence precisely because of these political 

events, and then regained their independence in different ways. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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8.6.2 Compulsory assignments for semester 2 
 
FOR SECOND SEMESTER STUDENTS ONLY!!!!!!  

 
SEMESTER 02 Assignment 01 

 
Unique Assignment Number: 889650 Closing Date: 06 October 2018 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
Complete the following sentence by indicating the correct option. 
 
Political decisions about-------------------- matters involve things such as who, where and how 
decisions may be taken.  
 
1. Policy 

2. Structural 

3. None of the above 

4. All of the above 

 
QUESTION 2 
 
Complete the following sentence by indicating the correct option.  

According to-------------------- explanations, politics is the product of human reason. 
 
1. Supernaturalistic 

2. Rationalistic 

3. Naturalistic 

 

QUESTION 3 
 
Indicate the correct statement.  

The concept nation 

1. ultimately means the same as nation-state 

2. is a concept which has fallen into disuse in the modern era 

3. is a cultural entity  
4. means the same as a state 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
Which one of the following options is the correct definition of a nation? Indicate the 
correct option. 

1. A nation is a politically organized cultural group with a sentiment of unity 

2. A nation is a group of people sharing the same political orientation 

3. A nation is a collective of people inside a  particular ethnic boundary 

4. All of the above are incorrect. 
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QUESTION 5 
 
Which form of government is referred to in the following statement? Indicate the correct 
option. This form of government refers to the person or persons who exercise authority 
on behalf of his or her group, family or tribe. 
 
1. Democratic form of government 

2. Traditional form of government 

3. Military form of government 

4. All of the above 

 

QUESTION 6 
 
Indicate the correct option by completing the following sentence. 
 
The -------------------- obtained control of the feudal lords by means of military occupation, 
voluntary affiliation or intermarriage. 
1. Monarch 

2. Roman empire 

3. Absolutists state 

4. Stande  

 

QUESTION 7 
 
Indicate whether the following statement is true or false. 
 
The stande state succeeded in allowing the territorial consolidation in the later Middle Ages.   
 
1. True 

2. False 

 
 
QUESTION 8 
 
Indicate the correct option by filling in the missing word/s. In reaction to the revolution 
which took place in China, -------------------- developed as an independent state. 
 
1. Japan 

2. Hong Kong 

3. Taiwan 

4. Malaysia 

 
QUESTION 9 
 
Indicate whether the following statement on colonial states is true or false. 
South Africa a n d  Zimbabwe, for example, can be typified as states that developed 
from colonial states. 

1. True 

2. False. 
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QUESTION 10 
 
Indicate the correct option by choosing the correct combination. 

In the Baltic region, the following independent states came into existence as a result of the 
political changes that had occurred in the USSR. 

1. Estonia, Latvia and Croatia 

2. Lithuania, Croatia and Latvia 

3. Russia, Croatia and Estonia 

4. Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



PLC1501/101/3/2018 
 

23 

 

SEMESTER 02 Assignment 02 

 
Unique Assignment Number: 789705 Closing Date: 05 October 2018  
 
QUESTION 1 
 
Indicate whether the following statement is true or false.  

Participative decisions are decisions made by political decision makers, without 
consulting society about such decisions. 

1. True 

2. False 
 

QUESTION 2 
 

The following explanations for the origins of political life can be attributed to the 
following philosophers. Indicate the incorrect option. 
 
1. John Locke and Rousseau: Rationalistic explanations 

2. Thomas Hobbs: Naturalistic explanations 

3. Dalai Lama: supernaturalistic explanations 

4. All of the above 

 
QUESTION 3 
 
The term ‘state’ is often used as a synonym for the following terms. Indicate the correct 
combination. 
 
1. State, nation, society, regime and community 

2. Nation, society, community and authority 

3. Society, government, authority, nation and community, 

4. None of the above 

 
Question 4 

Arrange the following two lists in such a way that the correct terms describe the 

statements. Indicate the correct combination 

 

1. Characteristic of the state     (a)  Pluralistic view 

2. State as an instrument of oppression   (b)  Legalistic view 

3. State as an instrument of oppression   (c) Marxist view 

4. The state is the opposite of constitutional order  (d) Government 

 

Indicate the correct combination. 

 

1. 1c, 2d, 3b and 4a 

2. 1d, 2c,3b and 4a 

3. 1a, 2b, 3d and 4c 

4. None of the above 
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QUESTION 5 

 
Indicate the correct option by completing the following sentence.  

The -------------------- system led to a watershed in the development of the traditional authorities. 

1. Feudal 

2. Chieftainship  

3. Monarchy 

4. All of the above 

 
QUESTION 6 
 
During which phase was the state-building phase completed? Indicate the correct option. 
 
1. Feudalism was established in Europe 

2. Ancient monarchies holds were broken 

3. Power was exercised by a monarch  

4. Inhabitants were consolidated in a demarcated territory with a government 

 
QUESTION 7 
 
Indicate the correct answer by filling in the missing words. 
 
Before the establishment of the modern in Western Europe, the--------------------  and -------------------- had 
excursive control over the largest parts of Europe. 

1. Feudal lords and the Church 

2. Church and the Monarchy 

3. Feudal lords and the Monarchy 

4. Monarchy and the Catholic church  

 

QUESTION 8 
 
Which one of the following statements is incorrect? 

1. The overthrow of authorities through revolutions can lead to new states 

2. Revolutions occur when authorities are overthrown through non-violence means. 

3. The development of state through revolutionary means can result in the establishment of 

a new government 

4. Revolutions can be created by extensive unrest amongst groups in certain pockets of 

society 

 
QUESTION 9 
 
Indicate whether the following statement one is true or false. 

The joining together of the four regions by Britain completed the state-building phase in South 
Africa. 

1. True 

2. False 
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QUESTION 10 

 
Fill in the missing words by choosing the correction options. 

The two former states of -------------------- and -------------------- were reunited into one state after a separation of 
more than 40 years. 

1. East and North Germany 

2. West Germany and East Germany 

3. Estonia and Latvia 

4. Lithuania and Latvia 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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 8.7 Other assessment methods 

Self-assessment exercises are included in the study guide. The answers to the questions in the 
self-assessments are also provided in the study guide. Please do not submit self-
assessments to the lecturer. 
 
8.8  The examination 
 
Students who register for modules in the first semester will write examinations in May-June and 
students who register for modules in the second semester will write examinations in October- 
November. Aegrotat, special and supplementary examinations for the first semester will take 
place during October-November of the same year and for the second semester during 
May- June of the following year. 
 

All enquiries and application relating to admissions should be forwarded to the following e-mail 
address:  study-info@unisa.ac.za.  Please do not contact the Department unless the enquiry 
is of an academic nature. 
 

The format of the examination for PLC1501 will be a two-hour written paper that consists 
of sections, of which ALL the given questions per section are compulsory. 
 

9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Should you have any questions regarding your studies you should contact the Department on 
academic matters. Please consult Study@Unisa for all non-academic queries. 
 

10 SOURCES CONSULTED 
 
Not applicable 
 

11 IN CLOSING 
 
Should you have any further questions regarding the content of this module, please feel free 
to contact me. 
 

Best of luck with your studies. 
 

 

Ms Z Radebe 

Tel: (012) 429 6351 

Fax: (012) 429 6085 

E-mail: radebz@unisa.ac.za 

Office: Theo van Wijk Building, 7-07 

Consultation Hours: 10am-3pm (Monday- Thursday) 
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