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QUICK REFERENCE 
 

Contact information 

Department of Geography  
Tel: 011 471 3689 

Fax: 011 471 3216 
The lecturer(s) for GGH2606 and his/her/their contact details will be announced on myUnisa. 

 
Administrative enquiries 

Refer to the Unisa website (http://www.unisa.ac.za or http://mobi.unisa.ac.za) or the brochure 

Study @ Unisa. 
 
Composition of final mark 

Semester mark: 40% 
Examination mark: 60% 

  
Composition of semester mark 

Assignment 01: 50% 
Assignment 02: 50% 
 
Due dates of assignments 

Semester 1 

Assignment 01: 9 March 2018 
Assignment 02: 10 April 2018 
 

Semester 2 
Assignment 01: 24 August 2018 

Assignment 02: 20 September 2018 
 
Prescribed material 

The reader Readings on the geography of tourism consists of a number of book chapters from 
different sources, compiled by your lecturer(s), and is published by Unisa. It is included in the 
study package sent to you after registration. There is no prescribed book for this module. 
 
Supplementary, aegrotat or special examination 

This is a semester module with an examination at the end of the semester. If necessary, you will 
also have the opportunity to write a supplementary, aegrotat or special examination at the end 

of the following semester. If this is needed, you must take note of the information in Section 8 of 
this tutorial letter and follow the instructions meticulously. 
 

Videoconferences 

Two videoconferences of 90 minutes each are planned for this module during each semester. 

As soon as the planning is finalised, the dates will be communicated to you on myUnisa. 
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Dear Student 

We are pleased that you have registered for this module and trust that you will find your studies 

enriching. In this module, the role of geography in tourism is viewed from various angles and 
with special emphasis on the environmental impacts and sustainability of tourism. 

 
The approach that we follow in this module is to work on real issues and activities that have a 
bearing on where you live (or on any other area of your choice). At the same time, we require 

you to use the theory presented in this module to understand the geographical aspects of 
tourism in your chosen area better. We would appreciate your feedback on the approach 

followed in this module. 
 
Substantial support to assist you in your studies for this module is available on the module site 

on myUnisa. We expect you to participate in the activities offered on this website. 
 

We wish you all the best for the successful completion of this module! 
 
Your lecturer(s) 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Start by reading Tutorial Letter 101 (this tutorial letter) attentively. It contains important 

information and some useful suggestions about the study material, procedures, administrative 
and academic enquiries, student support, the assignments and examination admission. Make a 
point of reading through this tutorial letter attentively at least once, and then put it away in a safe 

place so that you can consult it again if and when necessary. Read Study @ Unisa together 
with this tutorial letter as it contains general information on distance learning at Unisa. 

 
Access to study material  

 

Note that the study material for this module is available as learning units on myUnisa, but a 
duplication of the learning units can also be found in the MO001 (a special tutorial letter Unisa 

created for online modules). The tutorial letters for this module are also available on myUnisa. 
You may download and save them to the hard drive of your personal computer (or on a CD or 
other media) and/or print them. This means that you can access your study material as soon as 

you have paid the minimum registration fees and you will not have to wait until it eventually 
reaches you through the postal/courier system.  

 
To access the myUnisa website: Start at the main Unisa website (http://www.unisa.ac.za) and 
click on the myUnisa tab. This should take you to the myUnisa website. You can also go there 

directly by typing http://myunisa.ac.za   
 

Despatch of study material 

 
After you have registered and paid, the Despatch Department will forward the study package for 

this module to you. It will be sent to you either by post or by courier (depending on what you 
indicated on your registration form). Your study package should include at least the MO001, 

your reader and Tutorial Letter GGH2606/101. Study material that is not available immediately 
will be forwarded to you as soon as possible.  
 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://myunisa.ac.za/
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In the study package, you will also find an inventory letter listing the contents of the package 
and items that are still outstanding. Check the study material that you have received against the 
inventory letter. You should have received all the items listed on the inventory letter, unless they 

are marked with a phrase such as “out of stock” or “not available”. If an item is missing, follow 
the instructions on the back of the inventory letter without delay. Also see Study @ Unisa. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The lecturer(s) cannot help you with outstanding study material. Refer to 
Study @ Unisa in this regard.  

 

2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES OF THE MODULE    

2.1 Purpose 

Students who complete this module will be able to interpret tourism patterns, processes and 
issues within a geographical context and apply these insights to enhance the environmental 

sustainability of tourism destinations in a variety of contexts. Various economic, environmental 
and sociocultural impacts are explored with regard to the development and management of 
sustainable tourism. Specifically, students will be introduced to the value of geography in a 

tourism career. You will examine the distribution of tourism resources on local, national and 
global spatial scales using a variety of schemes and models, evaluate the spatiotemporal 

tourism environment and learn about the importance of a positive destination image. These 
aspects are crucial to manage tourism destinations successfully and will enable students to 
make a useful contribution to sustainable tourism development.   

 

2.2 Outcomes 

The focus of this module is to provide you with the necessary geographical knowledge and 
insight so that you will be able to do the following (or be able to make a useful contribution in 

this regard) when you take up a position in the tourism industry after completion of your studies: 
 

 Interpret the environment (on a local, national, continental or global scale) and use it as a 

tourism resource. 

 Interpret the needs and behaviour of tourists in different spatiotemporal contexts. 

 Predict, manage and monitor the interaction between tourists and the environment. 

 Contribute to the sustainable management and use of tourism destinations. 

 
A complete description of the context within which this module is offered is supplied in Learning 

Unit 0. This includes reference to tourists and tourism, sustainability, geography and the 
environment. Since this context is discussed there in detail, it is not necessary to repeat it here. 
 

3 CONTACT DETAILS 

Successful study at Unisa depends largely on written communication (which also takes place by 
means of electronic media) between the student and the university. It is imperative that all the 
problems you experience with your studies are brought to the attention of the staff member/s 

concerned as soon as possible. 
 

When you make an enquiry by e-mail, letter/fax or telephone, remember to mention the 
following: 
 

 the module code (GGH2606) 

 your student number 
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3.1 Lecturer(s) 

The lecturer(s) for this module and their contact details will be announced on myUnisa. You can 

make enquiries using any of the following methods: 
 

 E-mail 

 
To send an e-mail message is an easy, reliable and cheap method of communication. We 

would like to recommend this method as one of the easiest ways to communicate effectively 
with the lecturer(s). The e-mail address(es) of your lecturer(s) will be provided on myUnisa. 

Type the module code and your student number in the subject field of the email message. Note 
that you can also use the myUnisa system to send e-mails to the lecturer(s). 
 

 Written 

 

Address your written enquiries to:  
 
Department of Geography 

(For attention: ...........................) – Insert the name of the lecturer(s) here 
Module: GGH2606 

Unisa Science Campus (Calabash Building, Ground Floor) 
Private Bag X6 
Florida 

1710 
 

 Fax 

 

Enquiries may also be sent to the Department of Geography by fax. Use the following number: 
011 471 3216. Never include letters to the lecturer(s) in assignments since they may get lost 
and never reach their destination. 

 
 Telephonic 

 
The telephone number/s of your lecturer(s) will be supplied on myUnisa. If the lecturer(s) who 
you are looking for is/are not available when you dial, you will be able to leave a message on 
the voice message system (it will be activated automatically after a number of rings). When 
you leave a voice mail, remember to speak slowly and clearly and to leave at least your 

contact number. Your call will be returned as soon as possible. 

 
Although you can dial at practically any time and leave a message, the best time slots to make 

direct contact with the lecturer(s) are: 08:30–10:00, 10:30–13:00 and 14:00–16:00. Note that, 
for a number of reasons, the lecturer(s) is/are not available for discussions on a full-time basis 

(due to meetings, workshops, research, conferences, illness, leave and so on) and you should 
plan your studies with this in mind. 
 

 Personal visit 

 

As this is a self-teaching module, you should not really need the lecturer(s) to explain the work 
to you. Nevertheless, you are welcome to visit your lecturer at his/her/their office/s. 
Appointments should, however, be made at least three days in advance.  

 
Take the following into account if you are considering a personal visit: 
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 Identify your specific problem (or problems) before you contact the lecturer and make sure 
that, you are well prepared. 

 You should discuss any academic problems with the lecturer(s) as soon as possible and 

not wait until a day or two before the examination. 

 The lecturer(s) does/do not have the time to explain knowledge, which is presupposed in 
the study material. It is your responsibility to acquire such knowledge. 

 

3.2 Department  

The Department of Geography is located on the ground floor of the Calabash Building at 
Unisa’s Science Campus. The Science Campus is situated on the corner of Christiaan de Wet 

and Pioneer Avenues in Florida, Johannesburg. 
 
The contact details of the Department of Geography are as follows: 

 

 Tel: 011 471 3689 (international: +27 11 471 3689) 

 Fax: 011 471 3216 (international: +27 11 471 3216) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The departmental secretary cannot make appointments on behalf of 

lecturers. Appointments must be made and confirmed directly with the lecturer(s). 
 

3.3 University 

Please refer to the Unisa website at http://www.unisa.ac.za and Study @ Unisa for the relevant 

contact details. 
 

4 RESOURCES 

LEARNING UNITS 

 

The study material for this module was designed and written to guide you to study and work on 

your own to a large extent. The module starts with a foreword (Learning Unit 0), followed by five 
focus areas containing the eight other learning units. Each learning unit contains material that 
you must study; however, this is not the only material that you must study. There is also material 

in the prescribed reader, which forms an integral part of this module. 

 

4.1 Prescribed book 

The prescribed material for this module consists of the reader Readings on the geography of 
tourism that is included in your study pack. This reader consists of a number of book chapters 
from different sources. There are also a number of magazine articles attached as appendices to 

Tutorial Letter 101, which serve as prescribed material. You have to use the reader and 
magazine articles together with the learning units as these three serve as the prescribed book 

for this module. You will not be able to make progress with your studies if you do not use these 
resources from the start. 
 

4.2 Recommended books 

The books mentioned here are recommended for this module and you should regard them as 
supplementary to the prescribed reader. You can obtain additional information from these books 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/
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and use it for the assignments that you are required to submit. If you have a special interest in 
any of the topics discussed, you should also consider consulting these books. 
 

Copies of the recommended books are available from the Unisa library and you do not need to 
purchase any of them. 

 
The following books are recommended: 
 

 Nelson, VA. 2013. An introduction to the geography of tourism. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield. (Shelf number: 338.4791 NELS) 

 Brent Ritchie, JR & Crouch, GI. 2009. The competitive destination: A sustainable 
tourism perspective. New York: CABI. (Shelf numbers: 338.4791 RIT & 338.4791 
RITC)  

 Candela, G. 2012. The economics of tourism destinations. London: Springer. (Shelf 
number: 338.4791 CAND) 

 Hall, CM. 2008. Tourism planning: Policies, processes and relationships. Harlow: 

Pearson Education. (Shelf number: 338.479104 HALL) 

 Fletcher, J. 2013. Tourism: Principles and practice. Harlow: Pearson Education. (Shelf 

number: 338.4791 COOP) 

 Goeldner, CR & Brent Richie, JR. 2012. Tourism: Principles, practices, philosophies. 

New York: John Wiley. (Shelf number: 338.4791 GOEL) 

 Boniface, B, Cooper, R & Cooper, C. 2012. Worldwide destinations: The geography of 

travel and tourism. London & New York: Routledge. (Shelf number: 338.4791 BONI) 

 

4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 

Although there are no e-reserves for this module, the following material to support your studies 
is available in electronic format via the Additional Resources tab on the myUnisa website for 

GGH2606: 

 

 outline maps, graph paper and frameworks for tables to use for activities and 

assignments (Please note: This material is also supplied in hardcopy format in a 
tutorial letter.) 

 PowerPoint presentations of videoconference sessions (available only after the 

sessions). 
 

Feedback on assignments and the examination (only after completion of marking) will be 
discussed on separate discussion forums. 
 

4.4 Library services and resources information  

For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies .  

 

For detailed information, go to the Unisa website at http://www.unisa.ac.za and click on Library. 

For research support and the services of personal librarians, go to 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=7102 .  

The library has compiled a number of library guides: 

 finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad   

http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=7102
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad
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 requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request  

 postgraduate information services – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad  

 finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in doing research – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills  

 how to contact the library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask  

 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

For information on the various student support systems and services available at Unisa (student 

counselling, tutorial classes, language support and so on), please consult Study @ Unisa. 
  
myUnisa 

 
A module web page for GGH2606 is available on myUnisa. Here you can get access to the 

following: 
 

 ●  Study material for this module.  
 ●  Aids to use when doing the activities. 
 ●  A discussion forum to share ideas with fellow students and the lecturer(s). 

 ● The blogging facility for this module. 
 ● A section with frequently asked questions (FAQs). 

 ● A glossary with the core terms used in the module. 
 ● Announcements about matters related to this module. 
 ● A record of assignments submitted and marks obtained. 

 ● A facility to send electronic documents to the lecturer(s). 
 

For more information on myUnisa, please consult t Study @ Unisa. 
 

6 STUDY PLAN 

Choice of an area to analyse 

 
Throughout the learning units, you will come across activities that require you to analyse the 
situation with regard to tourism in the area you have chosen to work with in the module. These 

activities provide you with the opportunity to re-interpret and apply the theory that is provided 
within the context of your local situation. This is an important part of this module — acting 

almost as a linchpin for everything else. In addition, this aspect features not only in the 
activities, but also in the assignments and examination. Therefore, you have to collect 
information about tourism in the area that you have chosen and talk to locals who have been 

involved in tourism from the start. You will really benefit a great deal from this. 
 
It is important that you make a binding decision about the area you have chosen. All the 

activities will be based on this area.  Thus, you have to think very carefully before you finalise 
your decision. It has to be an area with which you are well acquainted with. Make sure that 

information on tourism is readily available. It should preferably be in the same country where 
you currently live. You are not expected to visit the area, which you have chosen.  

 
 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
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IMPORTANT: You must use an area with a variety of both man-made and natural attractions 
and NOT only a single attraction or site such as a zoo, a game reserve or a theme park.  

 
Using the learning units 

 

There are eight learning units, each of which are arranged into five parts or focuses according 
to the themes they cover. The first learning unit introduces you to the contribution that 
geography can make in a tourism career. Case studies are used to explain the context of the 

module. In the learning units thereafter, you are provided with an explorative analysis of a real-
world situation, followed by relevant theories and an application in terms of a place/area of your 

choice. 
 
Numerous activities are included throughout the learning units. The approach that we follow in 

this module is that you learn while doing. Each activity therefore fulfils a specific function and it 
has been carefully planned so that you can derive maximum benefit from doing it.  

 
The problem-based and contextualised approach is followed from the start of the learning units, 
which means that you will learn while analysing numerous real-world situations. The activities 

will help you to develop the skills to do this — the more activities you do, the easier it will 
become to do them. Some activities will help you to discover what the work is really about; 

others will be more formal and will require that you study the prescribed reader. 
 
How self-assessment works 

 

The activities have been designed for self-assessment. This means that you have to do it on 

your own and that you do not have to send in your answers to Unisa. Some of these self-
assessment activities will form part of your assignments. You will need to use the feedback we 
supply to assess your answers. The feedback on all the activities is supplied directly in the 

learning units. Most of the feedback takes the form of suggestions and ideas about how you 
could have approached your answers; it does not simply supply model answers.  

 
The secret of success 

 

It is of the utmost importance that you formulate your answers to the activities and that you write 
these answers down. In other words, you need to do more than just think about what to do — 

you have to write down what you think as well. Get a file in which you can keep all the activities 
that you do for this module. As indicated before, you can even send some of them to the 
lecturer(s) for personalised feedback. If you have problems and want to meet with the 

lecturer(s), you can bring your work with you. This will make it easier for the lecturer to identify 
where and why you were stuck and how to help you. 

 
Time management and planning 

 

Use Study @ Unisa for general guidelines on time management and planning. Below is a 
proposed study programme, which includes target dates that you can use to schedule your 

studies. 
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Learning 

unit 

Learning unit title Semester 1 

completion date 

Semester 2 -

completion date 

0 Road map to GGH2606 12 February  23 July 

1 The value of Geography 17 February  29 July 

2 The macro-environment 22 February  5 August 

3 Spatiotemporal perspectives on tourism 27 February 10 August 

4 A geographical perspective on tourism 
resources 

4 March 15 August 

Assignment 01 due date 9 March 24 August 

5 World patterns of tourism resources 18 March 1 September 

6 The impacts of tourism 23 March 5 September 

7 The sustainable tourism destination 28 March 10 September 

8 Destination image of South Africa 2 April 15 September 
Assignment 02 due date 10 April 20 September 

Second video conference 

Examination revision 

  
Start working on the two compulsory assignments as you progress through the learning units 

and do not wait until you have completed all four of the learning units applicable to an 

assignment before you start with the assignment. 

7 PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 

The activities and assignments for this module require that you select an area with which you 
are very familiar and then use it to perform investigations and to collect information to be able to 
apply the theory in the module. There are no practical sessions for this module.  

 

8 ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Assessment plan 

Assignments 

 

One of the activities in each learning unit contains a component where you have to apply the 
theory to your chosen area. The idea is that at the end of the semester, after you have 
completed all the activities, you will have an overview of tourism at your chosen place and how 

geography can help you to understand it better. Together, all the activities that you complete will 
form part of your portfolio of evidence for this module, showcasing your scholarly and personal 

development during the semester.  
 
The assessment plan for this module will support you in the development of your portfolio of 

evidence since you will have to submit two assignments based directly or indirectly on elements 
of the activities. In this way, you will receive feedback on what you are doing and how you can 

improve. Since these assignments will contribute significantly towards your final mark, you will 
also be rewarded for your hard work and initiative. These assignments will also serve as 
preparation for the examination, which will relate directly to the activities and assignments you 

have to complete.  
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Section 8.4 contains the details on what exactly is required for each of the two 
assignments. 

 

WARNING 
DO NOT COMMIT PLAGIARISM! 

 

Plagiarism is the act of taking the words, ideas and thoughts of others and passing them off as 

your own. It is a form of theft which involves a number of dishonest academic activities.  

The Disciplinary Code for Students (2004) is supplied to all students at registration. You are 
advised to study this code, especially sections 2.1.13 and 2.1.14 (2004:3 & 4). Kindly also read 
the university’s Policy on Copyright Infringement and Plagiarism, which is supplied in Learning 

Unit 0 and under Additional resources on myUnisa. 

Commentaries/feedback 

Due to the unique individual nature of the assignments, it is not possible to compile model 

answers or general comment to supply to all the students who are registered for this module. 
However, we have compiled a customised rubric for each assignment and students have 
access to this from the start. These rubrics provide a clear indication of what is required and 

how marks will be allocated. A completed rubric will be sent back with each assignment 
received, indicating how the marks were allocated. This will serve as comment and feedback on 

the assignment. 
 
Group work 

 
Although students may work together when preparing assignments, each student must write 

and submit his/her own individual assignment. In other words, you must submit your own ideas 
in your own words, sometimes interspersed with relevant short quotations that are properly 
referenced. It is unacceptable for students to submit identical assignments on the basis that 

they worked together. That is copying (a form of plagiarism) and no such assignments will be 
marked. Furthermore, you may be penalised or subjected to disciplinary proceedings by the 

university. 
 
Permission to use your work for research 

 
The lecturers in the Department of Geography are involved in research on the effectiveness and 

suitability of the teaching strategy and methods used in some Geography modules.  
 
All students who register for this module should take note that your lecturer(s) may or may not 

require information from you for research purposes. The information required may be from the 
assignments you complete or additional activities your lecturer(s) may asked you to take part 

in/comment on or the marks you obtained for your assignment or anything related to the 
teaching of the module. In all these instances, the information you provide will not be used to 
identify you in any way. Your identify will remain anonymous and the information you provide 

will also remain confidential. The lecturer(s) will not use your information in any way that is 
unethical or does not abide by Unisa’s Policy on Research Ethics. The lecturer(s) will also apply 

to the College Ethics Research Committee for ethics clearance to do research on specific data 
from the module, after which approval will be obtained from Unisa’s Research Permission Sub-
Committee to use Unisa student data. Through this research, the lecturer(s) will be able to 

improve and develop this module for future students. If you cannot consent to your lecturer(s) 

using the information indicated above, please let your lecturer(s) know by e-mail.   
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8.2 Assignment numbers and due dates 

8.2.1 Unique assignment numbers 

Semester 1 

Assignment 01: 794548 

Assignment 02: 733148 
 

Semester 2 

Assignment 01: 840492 
Assignment 02: 899693 

 

8.2.2 Due dates of assignments 

Semester 1 

Assignment 01: 9 March 2018 

Assignment 02: 10 April 2018 
 

Semester 2 

Assignment 01: 24 August 2018 
Assignment 02: 20 September 2018 

 

8.3 Submission of assignments 

Please refer to the specific submission requirements for each assignment. These are supplied 
in the next section (Section 8.4) of this tutorial letter.  

 
For detailed information on and the requirements for the submission of assignments, see my 
Study @ Unisa.  

 
We would like to mark your assignments electronically and therefore encourage you to submit 

your assignments electronically in PDF format via myUnisa. Software to convert documents 
created in Word or other formats to PDF format is available on myUnisa. The advantages for 
you of submitting your assignments in PDF format are numerous. Your assignments will reach 

Unisa sooner and therefore you will receive feedback quicker. This mode is also more 
environmentally friendly. 

 
To submit an assignment via myUnisa: 
 

 Go to myUnisa. 

 Log in with your student number and password. 

 Select the module from the orange bar. 
 Click on Assignments in the left-hand menu. 

 Click on the number of the assignment that you want to submit. 

 Follow the instructions. 

 
If you submit assignments via the postal system, address them to:  

Assignments Section, Unisa Science Campus, Private bag X6, Florida, 1710 
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8.4 The assignments 

FIRST SEMESTER 

 
ASSIGNMENT 01  

 
Report and mind map 

 
Administrative 

 First semester — Closing date: 9 March 2018; unique assignment number: 794548. 

 Contribution to semester mark for module: 50%. 

 Important: This assignment has an online component, which will support your decision on 

which area to use. If you do not have online connectivity, you must contact your lecturer 

to make an alternative arrangement.   

Your task 

You have to write a report focused on evaluating your chosen area as a destination against the 

global, national and local scales of geographic observation. As part of the report, you have to 
create a mind map to display the forces in the macro-environment that play a role in the 

competitiveness of your chosen area as a tourism destination. 
 
Aim 

 
The aim of this report and mind map is to enable you to look at your area using the three scale 

“lenses” of geographic observation and to analyse critically which key forces in the macro-
environment play a role in making your chosen area a competitive tourism destination. 
 

Online component 

 

Before you start with this assignment, first verify the suitability of the area that you chose for 
your portfolio activities. This must be done by creating your own blog on the web page for 
GGH2606 on myUnisa and posting a message (maximum 500 words) in which you introduce 

yourself very briefly and describe the place/area that you chose. The response of the lecturer(s) 
will indicate whether your choice is suitable – and if not, what and how you have to change or 

adapt your choice. Be sure to add your student number so that the lecturer(s) can be 100% sure 
when allocating the marks for this component correctly.  
 

Your blog post has to include the following six themes: 
 

(1) The location 
(2) The environment (natural and/or human-made/altered) 
(3) Tourist attractions found there or potential attractions 

(4) Role players in the tourism industry and local community involvement 
(5) Possible impacts of tourism in the area 

(6) Existing infrastructure for tourism in the area 
 
 

 
 

 



GGH2606/101/3/2018 

15 

 

Guidelines 
 

The report should include the following: 

○ An appropriate and original title.  
○ Part 1: What is meant by a “geographer’s scale lenses”? Define each of the three scale 

lenses of geographical observation used when investigating tourism resources.  
○ Position your chosen area by using the three different types of scales geographers use to 

observe areas (using specifically Activity 4.3.1).  
○ Part 2: Provide a short description of each force in the macro-environment that might 

influence the competitiveness of a tourism destination.  
○ Construct a mind map to illustrate the identified key forces operating in your area (using 

Activity 2.4.1)  

○ Use imagery (photos, maps, sketches, graphs and so on) to make the mind map 
interesting. 

○ An attractive mind map will help you to convey the depth of the message, which is a 

requirement.  
○ Supply a suitable title/heading for the mind map. 

 The length of the report should not exceed 15 typed pages (including the mind map). 

 Supply a list of the resources that you consulted or from which you obtained material on the 

second last page at the back of your report and mind map. 

 Write a short paragraph on (a) your expectations of this module and (b) how you experience 
this module after you have completed the first assignment. 

 
Submission 

 
Assignment 01 should preferably be submitted electronically on myUnisa. 
 

If you want to create your assignment in hard copy first, you are welcome to do so and then 
scan and submit it on myUnisa. 

 
Step 1: Scan the report and mind map and then convert it to PDF format. 
Step 2: Upload the latter electronic PDF version to myUnisa in the usual way, which will 

register your assignment on the student system and supply the lecturer with an 
electronic copy. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Assignments submitted in hard copy leads to a longer feedback period, 
in contrast to assignments submitted online on myUnisa where you receive your 

feedback immediately after your assignment has been marked. 

 
Assessment criteria and rubric 

 
Your report for Assignment 01 will be marked as follows: 

 

Criteria Weight 

1 Defining the three scale lenses 10 

2 Contextualising the area within the global, national and 

local scale 
30 

3 Description of the forces in the macro-environment within 
which tourism takes place 

10 
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Criteria Weight 

4 Portraying the key forces in the macro-environment 20 

5 Mind map structure 5 

6 In-text references and reference list  10 

7 Reflection 5 

8 Quality of blog posting 5 

9 Response to comments  5 

Total 100 

 

ASSIGNMENT 02  

The presentation 

 

Administrative 

 ●  First semester – Closing date: 10 April 2018; unique assignment number: 733148. 
 ●  Contribution to final marks for module: 50%. 

 ● We recommend that you submit this assignment electronically in PDF format to ensure 
quick and useful feedback.  

 
Your task 

 

Suppose you are an advisor for a specific tourism business/activity/attraction with direct 
involvement in tourism within the area you chose to analyse. Your task is to inform the 
management about the range of impacts of the tourism-related activities. Create a presentation 

to inform the management on these impacts.  
 
Guidelines  

 
 ● The presentation should consist of the following: 

○ Using a range of sources, provide information about the business/activity/attraction..  
○ Define the trilogy of impacts. Why are these impacts important? 

○ Compile and analyse a balance sheet of impacts for your chosen 
business/activity/attraction. 

○ Evaluate and discuss the sustainability of your chosen business/activity/attraction by 

weighing up the positive and negative impacts against one another to determine 
whether or not your chosen business/activity/attraction is sustainable. 

○ Make recommendations on how your chosen business/activity/attraction can be 
changed or improved to advance the positive impacts of tourism.  

 ● Your presentation should be arranged as follows: 

o Title page or slide 
o Table of contents or list of topics 

o Introduction 
o A number of sections or slides with a logical presentation of your analysis and 

findings 
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o Conclusion with recommendations 
o References 

 ● It should consist of about 20 slides OR 30 handwritten pages OR 18 typed pages. The 

typed or written pages should not be presented in the form of a report, but as a 
presentation. 

 ● Include a short paragraph just after your bibliography in which you reflect on (a) how you 
experienced this assignment and (b) how you experience this module now that you have 
completed the second and last assignment. 

 
Submission 

 
Assignment 02 should preferably be submitted online in electronic format: convert it to PDF and 
submit it via myUnisa. It can then be marked electronically and returned to you. If you prefer to 

do your assignment in hard copy, you can scan and submit it on myUnisa. 
 

Assessment criteria and rubric 
 

The presentation that you submitted as Assignment 02 will be marked as follows: 

 

Criteria Weight 

1 Introduction on business/activity/attraction 5 

2 Theory: Tourism impacts 15 

3 Compilation of the balance sheet of impacts 20 

4 Analysis/interpretation of the balance sheet 15 

5 Evaluation of business in terms of its sustainability 10 

6 Conclusion and recommendations 5 

7 Structure, logic and attractiveness of the 

presentation 
15 

8 In-text references and reference list 10 

9 Reflection  5 

Total 100 

 

SECOND SEMESTER 

 

 

 

 

Administrative 

 Second semester – Closing date: 24 August 2018; unique assignment number: 840492. 

 Contribution to semester mark for module: 50%. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 01  

 
The presentation 
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 Important: This assignment has an online component, which will support your decision on 
which area to use. If you do not have online connectivity, you must contact your lecturer 

to make an alternative arrangement.   

Your task 

This assignment requires you to compile a presentation (using PowerPoint or similar software) 
by conducting an analysis of the role of the tourism resources and the spatiotemporal realities of 

the area that you chose in order to characterise its potential. 
 

Aim 

 
The aim of this presentation is to enable you to identify what role the spatiotemporal realities of 

an area play in its tourism potential and to identify the contribution of different tourism resources 
in the area. Hypothetically, you have been appointed by a local authority as a consultant to do 

an analysis on the role of the tourism resources and spatiotemporal realities of the area that you 
chose in order to characterise its potential. 
 

Online component 

 

Before starting with this assignment, you first have to verify the suitability of the area you chose 
for your portfolio activities. This must be done by creating your own blog on the web page for 
GGH2606 on myUnisa and posting a message (maximum 500 words) in which you introduce 

yourself very briefly and describe the place/area that you chose. The response of the lecturer(s) 
will indicate whether your choice is suitable – and if not, what and how you have to change or 

adapt your choice. Be sure to add your student number so that the lecturer(s) can be 100% sure 
when allocating the marks associated with this component correctly.  
 

Your blog post has to include the following six themes: 
 

(1)  The location 
(2)  The environment (natural and/or human-made/altered) 
(3)  Tourist attractions found here or potential attractions 

(4)  Role players in the tourism industry and local community involvement 
(5)  Possible impacts of tourism in the area 
(6)  Existing infrastructure for tourism in the area 

 
Guidelines 

 

 The presentation should consist of the following: 

○ Part 1: Define each of the spatiotemporal realities that might play a role in tourism. 
○ Discuss how and why the spatiotemporal realities are applicable to your chosen area as 

a tourism destination (using specifically Section 3.4). 

○ Part 2: Identify and distinguish between the two resource classification systems 
(discussed in the study material) by referring to relevant readings and literature.  

○ Classify and analyse the tourism resources of your chosen area (using specifically 

Section 4.4). 
○ Conclude the presentation by making recommendations on how the tourism resources of 

your chosen area can be used to advance the tourism potential of the place/area.  

○ Use imagery (photos, maps, sketches, graphs and so on) to make the presentation 

interesting. 



GGH2606/101/3/2018 

19 

 

○ An attractive presentation will help you convey the depth of the message, which is a 
requirement. 

 Your presentation should be arranged as follows: 

○ Title page or slide 
○ Table of contents or list of topics 

○ Introduction 
○ A number of sections or slides with a logical presentation of your analysis and findings 
○ Conclusion with recommendations 

○ A list of the resources (references) that you consulted or from which you obtained 
material on the second last slide of your presentation 

 It should consist of about 20 slides OR 30 handwritten pages OR 18 typed pages. The 

typed or written pages should not be presented in the form of a report, but as a presentation. 

 Include a short paragraph just after your reference list in which you reflect on (a) how you 
experienced this assignment and (b) how you experience this module now that you have 
completed the second and last assignment. 

 
Submission 

 
Assignment 01 should preferably be submitted electronically on myUnisa. 
 

If you want to create your assignment in hard copy first, you are welcome to do so and then 
scan and submit it on myUnisa. 

 
Step 1: Scan the report and mind map and then convert it to PDF format. 
Step 2: Upload the latter electronic PDF version to myUnisa in the usual way which will 

register your assignment on the student system and supply the lecturer with an 
electronic copy. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Assignments submitted in hard copy lead to a longer feedback period, in 
contrast to assignments submitted online on myUnisa where you receive your feedback 

immediately after your assignment has been marked. 

 
Assessment criteria and rubric 

 
Your presentation for Assignment 01 will be marked as follows: 

 

Criteria Weight 

1 Defining the spatiotemporal realities 10 

2 Identification of the applicable spatiotemporal 

realities 
20 

3 Identifying and distinguishing between the two 
resource classification systems 

5 

4 Tourism resources: Classification and analysis 20 

5 Tourism potential recommendations 5 

6 Structure, logic and attractiveness of the 

presentation  
15 
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Criteria Weight 

7     In-text references and reference list 10 

8 Reflection 5 

9 Quality of blog posting 5 

10 Response to comments 5 

Total 100 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 02  
 

Report and mind map  

 

 
Administrative 

 

 Second semester – Closing date: 20 September 2018; unique assignment number: 

899693. 

 Contribution to semester mark for module: 50%. 

 To ensure quick and useful feedback, we recommend that you submit this assignment 

electronically in PDF format. 
 
Your task 
 

Compile a report in which you discuss the sustainability of your chosen area as a tourism 

destination based on the range of impacts of tourism-related activities in the area. Include a 
mind map at the end of your report, which shows both positive and negative influences on the 

destination image of your chosen area. 
 
Aim 

 
You have the opportunity evaluate the sustainability of a real-world tourism destination area and 

to analyse the positive and negative influences on an area’s destination image.  
 
Guidelines  

 
 ● The report has to address the following: 

○ Part 1: Define the trilogy of impacts. Why are these impacts important? 
○ Compile and analyse a balance sheet of impacts for your chosen area.  
○ Evaluate and discuss the sustainability of your chosen area by weighing up the 

positive and negative impacts against one another to determine whether or not your 
chosen area is sustainable. 

○ Make recommendations on how your area can be changed or improved to advance 
the positive impacts of tourism.  

 ● The mind map must focus on the following: 

○ Part 2: Define destination image.  
○ Use Learning Unit 8 (specifically Activity 8.3.1) to aid in the identification of positive 

and negative influences on the destination image of your area.  
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○ Use imagery (photos, maps, sketches, graphs and so on) to make the mind map 
interesting. 

○ An attractive mind map will help you to convey the depth of the message, which is a 

requirement.  
○ Supply a suitable title/heading for the mind map. 

 ● The length of the total report should not exceed 12 typed pages (including the mind 
map).  

 ●  Supply a list of the resources that you consulted or from which you obtained material on 

the second last page at the back of your report and mind map. 
 ● Include a short paragraph just after your bibliography in which you reflect on (a) how you 

experienced this assignment and (b) how you experience this module now that you have 
completed the second and last assignment. 

 
Submission 

 

●  Assignment 02 should preferably be submitted online in electronic format — convert it to 
PDF format and submit it via myUnisa. It can then be marked electronically and be 
returned to you. If you prefer to do your assignment in hard copy, you should scan and 

submit it on myUnisa. 
 
Assessment criteria and rubric 

 
The report submitted as Assignment 02 will be marked as follows: 

 

Criteria Weight 

1 Theory: Tourism impacts 10 

2 Compilation of the balance sheet of impacts 20 

3 Analysis/interpretation of the balance sheet 10 

4 Evaluation of business in terms of its sustainability 10 

5 Recommendations how the area can be changed/improved 5 

6 Definition of destination image 5 

7 Identification of positive and negative influences on the 

destination image 
15 

8 Mind map structure  10 

9 In-text references and reference list 10 

10 Reflection     5 

Total 100 

 

8.5 Other assessment methods 

There are no additional assessments for this module. 
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8.6  Examination 

Semester examinations 

 
GGH2606 is a semester module that can be taken in either the first or the second semester. 

The examination for the first semester will be written in May/June and that for the second 
semester in October/November. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: There are no supplementary/aegrotat/special examinations immediately after 

the semester examinations.  

 
If you are registered for the first semester and fail the examination in May/June but do well 

enough (40–49%) to qualify for a supplementary examination, you can register for the 

examination in October/November of the same year (without registering for the module as 
such). 

 
If you are registered for the second semester and fail the examination in October/November 

but do well enough (40–49%) to qualify for a supplementary examination, you can register for 

the examination (and not for the module as such) in May/June of the following year. 
 
If illness or other special circumstances prevent you from writing the examination, you may 

be allowed to register for the semester examination at the end of the next semester. More 
information in this regard, including the requirements to qualify for an aegrotat/special 

examination, appears in Study @ Unisa. 
 
Should it be necessary for you to write a supplementary, aegrotat or special examination for this 

module, you should also take note of the information in the next paragraph of this tutorial letter.  
 
Important information on supplementary, aegrotat and special examinations 

 
Students who qualify for a supplementary, aegrotat or special examination for this module 

should note that the structure of the examination paper as well as the scope (guidance) for the 
examination might vary slightly from semester to semester and from year to year. 

 
Therefore, if you have to write one of these types of examinations, you should definitely 
contact your lecturer to obtain a copy of the examination guidance pertaining to the 

examination you will write.  
 

Examination admission and semester marks 

 
Examination admission for this module is obtained by submitting any of the two assignments 
before or on the due date. Assignment 01 will contribute 50% (pro rata) to your semester mark 
for this module and Assignment 02 will contribute a further 50% (pro rata). 

   
 
The examination: Structure and preparation 

 
You will write one examination paper of two hours for this module. The paper will count 100 

marks and will be focused on the non-graded activities in the learning units and your graded 
assignments. The aim is to make sure that you are proficient in not only the practical aspects, 
but also in the theory of this module.  
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The examination paper will have two sections. The first section will consist of questions ranging 
from 10 to 15 marks each oriented more towards the assignments you had to complete. The 
second section will consist of shorter and longer questions using a case study on some of the 

non-graded activities you had to complete during the semester. In addition, you will have to 
substantiate your viewpoints and opinions theoretically in terms of the geography of tourism, 

which will be emphasised in the examination paper. 
 
Examination guidelines and an example of a typical examination paper are supplied on 

myUnisa, and there will be a videoconference before the examination for extra guidance. 
However, concentrating only on previous examination papers is not recommended and will be 

detrimental to your overall learning experience for this module. 
 
See Study @ Unisa for general examination guidelines and examination preparation. 

 

9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Study @ Unisa contains an A–Z guide of the most relevant study information. 
 

The frequently asked questions with specific relation to this module are available on myUnisa 
under the section dedicated to this function. 

 
 

10 APPENDICES 

Appendix A – 2012 Dale Morris “Nothing Like Good Coffee” from South African Country Life pp 

28–33 – ISBN 10231781 No 197 (2012) 

Appendix B – 2014 Chris Marais and Julienne du Toit “Republic of the Karoo” 

www.karoospace.co.za from South African Country Life pp 40-45 ISBN 10231781 No 214 

(2014) 

Appendix C – Framework of table for Activity 2.4.1 

Appendix D – Table 3.1 

Appendix E – Graph paper 

Appendix F – 2012 Dale Morris “10 Things to do in Storms River” www.geckoeye.com from 

South African Country Life pp 57–61 – ISBN 10231781 No 189 (2012) 

Appendix G – Framework of table for Activity 4.4.1 

Appendix H – Framework of table for Activity 5.2.1  

Appendix I – World map outline 

Appendix J – 2012 Tess Patterson “Water Safari” from South African Country Life pp 40–44 – 

ISBN 10231781 No 187 (2012) 

Appendix K – Framework of table for Activity 6.7.1 

Appendix L – 2011 Patricia Mccracken “The many sounds of silence” South African Country Life 

pp 66–71 – ISBN 10231781 No 185 (2011) 

http://www.karoospace.co.za/
http://www.geckoeye.com/
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Appendix M – 2014 Ron Swilling “Kalahari Sushi & Other Secrets” from South African Country 

Life pp 36–41 – ISBN 10231781 No 213 (2014) 

Appendix N – 2012 Chris Marais “The Namaqualand Caper” from South African Country Life pp 

28–33 – ISBN 10231781 No 194 (2012) 

Appendix O – 2011 Barbara Erasmus “Kuiering in Khayelitsha” from South African Country Life 

pp 50–53 – ISBN 10231781 No 183 (2011) 

Appendix P – 2013 Dale Morris “Giving it Horns” www.geckoeye.com from South African 

Country Life pp 48–51 – ISBN 10231781 No 198 (2013) 

Appendix Q – 2014 Jacques Marais “Secrets of The Valley” from South African Country Life pp 

26–31 – ISBN 10231781 No 211 (2014) 

Appendix R – South African map outline 

 

http://www.geckoeye.com/
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Appendix A - 2012 Dale Morris “Nothing Like Good Coffee” from South African 

Country Life pp 28-33 ISBN 10231781 No 197 (2012) 
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Appendix B – 2014 Chris Marais and Julienne du Toit “Republic of the Karoo” 
www.karoospace.co.za from South African Country Life pp 40-45 ISBN 10231781 No 214 

(2014) 

 

http://www.karoospace.co.za/
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Appendix C - Framework of table for Activity 2.4.1 

 

Force Influence on tourism  Relative stability 

Positive Negative 
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Appendix D – Table 3.1 
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Appendix E – Graph paper 
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Appendix F - 2012 Dale Morris “10 Things to do in Storms River” www.geckoeye.com 

from South African Country Life pp 57-61 ISBN 10231781 No 189 (2012) 

 

 

http://www.geckoeye.com/
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Appendix G: Framework of table for Activity 4.4.1  

Classification of tourism resources where you live / destination of choice 

 Consumer oriented Intermediary Resource oriented 

R = Replaceability (Y = Yes; N = No); W = Weighting (1 = Unimportant; ..........; 5 = Very important) 

 R W  R W  R W 

Natural          

          

          

          

          

          

          

Human-made/altered,  
not initially for tourism 
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      Classification of tourism resources where you live / destination of choice 

 Consumer oriented Intermediary Resource oriented 

R = Replaceability (Y = Yes; N = No); W = Weighting (1 = Unimportant; ..........; 5 = Very important) 

 R W  R W  R W 

Human-made/altered,  
specifically for tourism 

         

          

          

          

          

          

Special events  

\\ 
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Appendix H: Framework of table for Activity 5.2.1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destination Location Tourists attractions Destination type Travel experiences 

offered 

EXAMPLE: 

Paris, France 

On the European 

continent. To the north of 

central France. 

Exceptional architecture, various 

palaces, Notre Dame Cathedral, 

Eiffel Tower, Cultural and 

Educational Centre of France, also 

many clubs and a vibrant nightlife 

Mainly urban Mainly historical, 

recreational 
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Appendix I: World map outline 
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Appendix J - 2012 Tess Patterson “Water Safari” from South African Country Life pp 

40-44 ISBN 10231781 No 187 (2012) 
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Appendix K - Framework of table for Activity 6.7.1 

Aspects that are affected Positive impacts Weight Negative impacts Weight 

With respect to the environment: natural or human-made or altered 

     

     

     

Weight of environmental impacts Sum of positive impacts  Sum of negative impacts  

With respect to the economy 

     

     

     

Weight of economic impacts Sum of positive impacts  Sum of negative impacts  

With respect to socio-cultura l life 

     

     

     

Weight of socio-cultural impacts Sum of positive impacts  Sum of negative impacts  

Grand total of weights Positive impacts  Negative impacts  
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Appendix L - 2011 Patricia Mccracken “The many sounds of silence” South African 

Country Life pp 66-71 ISBN 10231781 No 185 (2011) 
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Appendix M - 2014 Ron Swilling “Kalahari Sushi & Other Secrets” from South African 
Country Life pp 36-41 ISBN 10231781 No 213 

(2014)
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Appendix N - 2012 Chris Marais “The Namaqualand Caper” from South African Country 

Life pp 28-33 ISBN 10231781 No 194 (2012) 



 

68 
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Appendix O - 2011 Barbara Erasmus “Kuiering in Khayelitsha” from South African 

Country Life pp 50-53 ISBN 10231781 No 183 (2011) 
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Appendix P - 2013 Dale Morris “Giving it Horns” www.geckoeye.com from South 

African Country Life pp 48-51 ISBN 10231781 No 198 (2013) 

 

http://www.geckoeye.com/
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Appendix Q - 2014 Jacques Marais “Secrets of The Valley” from South African Country 

Life pp 26-31 ISBN 10231781 No 211 (2014) 
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Appendix R – South African map outline 
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