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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Dear Student 
 
This tutorial letter contains feedback on Assignment 01, one of the two compulsory 
assignments for examination admission. You did not have to pass this assignment to gain 
examination admission, but the mark that you have obtained, will give you an idea of your 
knowledge and understanding of the study material. It will also count, together with 
Assignment 02, 20% of your final mark, while the examination will count 80%. 
 
You will also find important points to remember for the examination in this tutorial letter. 
 
Our feedback on Assignment 02 will reach you after that assignment’s closing date. 
 
 
Friendly greetings, 
 
 
 
YOUR PSYCHOLOGY LECTURERS 
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2  FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENT 01 

 

Please note that all the page numbers in our feedback refer to Louw and Louw (2014) 
(the 2nd edition) 

 
Question 1  
 
A developmental theory is defined as … 
 
(1) a set of assumptions about a person’s psychological characteristics. 
(2) a related set of statements about people’s mental health.  
(3) an organised set of ideas designed to explain development. 
 
Feedback on Question 1 
 
It is clearly explained on p. 16 that a developmental theory is an organised set of ideas and 
that it is designed to explain and predict development. Therefore, the correct answer is (3). 
In the first two alternatives the idea of an organised set of ideas and the idea of explanation 
and prediction are not mentioned and (1) and (2) are therefore incorrect. 
 
Question 2 
 
Learning theories made valuable contributions to child psychology because they … 
 
(a) regarded culture as an important factor. 
(b) paid adequate attention to developmental change. 
(c) created an awareness of the significance of environmental factors. 
(d) created an awareness of the importance of biological factors.  
(e) emphasised the importance of scientific research. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (c) & (e) 
(3) (b), (d) & (e) 
 
Feedback on Question 2 
 
The contributions of learning theories to child psychology is discussed on p. 25. The most 
important notion of learning theories is the importance of the environment, through which 
children learn behaviour and skills. The learning theorists also valued scientific research. 
This means that (c) and (e) are correct. Therefore, the correct answer is (2). 
 
The other alternatives give factors which were not acknowledged by learning theories 
namely biological and cultural factors and the fact that as children develop, the effects of 
environmental factors can change. Alternatives (a), (b) and (d) are therefore not correct. 
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Question 3 

 
Which of the following statements regarding Nsamenang’s theory are TRUE? 
 
(a) The contextual theories of Vygotsky and Bronfenbrenner are incorporated in his 

framework. 
(b) Child development is a process of gradual and systematic social integration. 
(c) Development is conceptualised as the unfolding of physical, cognitive, social and 

emotional competencies in order to function optimally in the family and community. 
(d) Responsible intelligence (ability to perform roles and tasks correctly) is a sign of the 

child’s cognitive and general development. 
(e) By incorporating spiritual and ancestral selfhoods, the human life cycle ultimately 

consists of nine stages. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b), (d) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 3 
 
All the alternatives are correct.  The answer is therefore (3).  You will find all the information 
on pp. 34-35. 
 
It is important to take note of Nsamenang’s theory because most developmental theories are 
based on Western paradigms, and this theory gives a good idea of the African perspective. It 
is all the more interesting that Westerns theories such as those of Vygotsky and 
Bronfenbrenner could be incorporated in an African perspective. The reason is that they 
acknowledge the importance of the community for the developing child. The concept of 
“responsible intelligence” of this theory is also noteworthy. 
 
Question 4 
 
Ann is an excessive drinker and she has kept on drinking now that she is pregnant. Which of 
the following are possible adverse effects that Ann’s drinking could have on her unborn 
child?  
 
(a) Slow physical growth. 
(b) Split eyelids. 
(c) Cardiac defects. 
(d) Below-average height, weight and skull size. 
(e) Intellectual disability. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b), (d) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
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Feedback on Question 4 

 
The use of alcohol by the expectant mother (moderately or excessively) can have serious 
adverse effects on the unborn child. You will find all the effects on p. 78 and will see that all 
the alternatives are correct. The answer therefore is (3). 
 
Question 5 
 
Which of the following is/are TRUE regarding neonates’ sense of pain? 
 
(1) They generally do not experience pain due to insufficient neurological development. 
(2) Painful procedures such as blood collection, circumcision and other surgical 

procedures may be performed on them without analgesic therapy. 
(3) Neonates may show extreme sensitivity to pain due to ineffective pain management. 
 
Feedback on Question 5 
 
To experience pain is one of the perceptual abilities of the neonate. Although it was 
previously believed that neonates do not need analgesics for surgical procedures, newer 
research findings show that they do experience pain and that they can experience extreme 
pain if their pain is not managed effectively. 
 
You will find this information on p. 93. The correct answer is (3). 
 
Question 6 
 
During the sensorimotor stage of cognitive development according to Piaget, infants obtain 
information … 
 
(a) through sensory input and motor activity. 
(b) through the gradual coordination of information. 
(c) in six substages of circular reactions. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 6 
 
Piaget’s sensorimotor stage of cognitive development is described on pp. 105-106. Piaget 
described six substages of this stage. Babies get information about their world through their 
senses and through their activities such as their circular reactions and they gradually 
organise or manage this information to make sense of their world. This means that all the 
alternatives are correct and the correct answer therefore is (3). 
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Question 7 

 
Seven-month-old Bongani crawls towards a toy that he sees lying on the floor. According to 
Piaget, he is in the _____________ substage of cognitive development. 
 
(1) secondary circular reactions. 
(2) coordination of secondary reactions. 
(3) tertiary circular reactions. 
 
Feedback on Question 7 
 
Bongani has a purpose – to reach the toy.  According to Piaget, in the substage of 
coordination of secondary reactions the infant shows purposeful behaviour. The correct 
answer therefore is (2).  
 
Piaget’s sensorimotor stage with its substages are explained on p. 105. 
 
Question 8 
 
Personality development during infancy should be regarded as very important because of 
the vulnerability of young children. For example, research has indicated that … 
 
(a) emotional deprivation can affect personality development. 
(b) the baby’s world is so limited that the quality of the environment plays a crucial role. 
(c) personality traits that are in an active phase of development may be adversely affected 

by negative environmental interactions. 
(d) the child’s self-concept starts to emerge during infancy, which means that the quality of 

the interaction with caregivers could have an effect on the child’s self-concept in later 
years. 

(e) certain behaviour patterns that are established during infancy remain relatively 
unchanged as the child gets older. 

 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a), (c) & (e) 
(2) (b), (d) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 8 
 
Important foundations are laid during infancy and Bowlby stressed the importance of how a 
baby is treated and that the nature and quality of the environment influence the baby’s 
personality development. Alternatives (a), (b) and (c) are therefore correct. 
 
The phase of infancy is also important for the beginning of the self-concept and personality 
traits developed in this phase can even be permanent.  Alternatives (d) and (e) are therefore 
also correct. 
 
The correct answer therefore is (3) and can be found on p. 121. 
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Question 9 
 
Psychoanalysts Sigmund Freud and René Spitz believed that the infant becomes attached to 
the person who provides oral satisfaction (i.e. food). This notion was refuted in a classic 
study by __________ on ______________ . 
 
(1) Conrad Lorenz; goslings. 
(2) Harry Harlow; rhesus monkeys. 
(3) John Bowlby; orphaned children. 
 
Feedback on Question 9 
 
It is Harlow who conducted the well-known study on rhesus monkeys that showed that 
infants preferred the “mother” who provided warmth, comfort and softness to the one who 
provided only food. This study therefore showed that the hunger drive does not play such an 
important role in the development of attachment, but that attachment is rather formed when 
there is warmth and comfort. The correct answer therefore is (2) and can be found on pp. 
132-133. 
 
Just a reminder: you studied the interesting work of Lorenz on imprinting and the goslings on 
pp. 17-18. 
 
Question 10 
 
According to Piaget, animistic thinking refers to … 
 
(a) an understanding that matter can change in appearance without changing in quantity. 
(b) the tendency to focus on one attribute of what one observes and ignoring others. 
(c) the tendency to view the world from one’s own perspective.  
(d) the tendency to accept that non-living things have feelings and motives. 
(e) the tendency to reason from one specific situation to a next specific situation linking two 

events that occur close together in a cause-and-effect fashion. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (d) 
(3) (a), (c) & (e)   
 
Feedback on Question 10 
 
The answer to this question is defined very specifically by Piaget and can be found on p. 
160. He called the tendency to ascribe feelings and motives to non-living objects, animation.  
The answer therefore is (2). 
 
The definitions for the other alternatives can be found on pp. 159-160. Alternative (a) refers 
to the understanding of conservation of mass. Alternatives (b) and (c) refer to egocentrism 
and (e) to transductive reasoning.  
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Question 11 
 
Memory strategies … 
 
(a) consist of deliberate mental activities to improve the processing and storing of 
information. 
(b) consist of unconscious mental activities to process and store information. 
(c) such as rehearsal, improve progressively as children get older. 
(d) are to a large extent involved in many of the changes that take place in children’s 

cognitive processes. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 

Feedback on Question 11 
 

Memory strategies are used deliberately and not unconsciously. Therefore, alternative (a) is 
correct and (b) incorrect. 
 
The use of memory strategies improve as children grow older and are therefore related to 
the changes that take place in children’s cognitive processes. Therefore, alternatives (c) and 
(d) are correct. 
 
The correct answer therefore is (2) and can be found on p. 171. 
 

Question 12 
 
Regarding children’s understanding of emotions which of the following statements are 
TRUE? 
 

(a) Preschoolers’ vocabulary for talking about emotions develops rapidly between two and 
four years of age. 

(b) Preschoolers’ ability to refer to causes, consequences and behavioural signs of 
emotions develop between the ages of four to five. 

(c) Preschoolers have the ability to interpret, predict and change other’s feelings. 
(d) Preschoolers understand that a person may experience two emotions at the same time. 
(e) Preschoolers understand conflicting emotions. 
 

The correct answer is: 
 

(1) (d) & (e) 
(2) (a), (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above   
 
Feedback on Question 12 
 

There is some development in preshoolers’ understanding of emotions. They develop their 
vocabulary for describing emotions and can understand that a person is happy because of 
some good experience ‒ they therefore understand the cause and consequences of 
emotions and how a person’s behaviour can reflect his feelings.  
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They also know when other children are not happy (eg. when they are crying) and that it can 
help to comfort them by giving them something or hugging them. Therefore, alternatives (a), 
(b) and (c) are correct.  
 
Because of their cognitive egocentrism, preschoolers cannot yet understand that one person 
may experience two conflicting emotions. Therefore (d) and (e) are not correct. 
 
The correct answer therefore is (2). You will find this information on pp. 184-185. 
 
Question 13 
 
The term gender role refers to … 
 
(1) the behaviour patterns and attitudes that are viewed as appropriate or typical for a male 

or female of a specific society. 
(2) children’s knowledge of themselves as male or female. 
(3) the typical behaviour of a gender.  
 
Feedback on Question 13 
 
On p. 195 the definition of gender role is given. It refers to the view of what behaviour is 
correct or appropriate for a certain gender, male or female. Alternative (1) therefore is 
correct.  
 
A gender role cannot be a child’s knowledge of something and it also does not refer to the 
typical behaviour, but to expected behaviour. Alternatives (2) and (3) are therefore incorrect. 
 
Question 14 
 
According to Bowlby, a new form of attachment, referred to as goal-corrected partnership, 
develops in early childhood.  The characteristics of this are that … 
 
(a) children want to be in contact with the attachment figure. 
(b) the constant physical presence of the attachment figure is no longer required. 
(c) children can move further from their safe base without apparent distress. 
(d) children can correct or modify their contact with the attachment figure by engaging in 

collaborative planning. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d)  
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 14 
 
In the preschool years, there is some development in the form of attachment of the child to 
the primary caregiver, which Bowlby calls goal-directed partnership. The child still wants to 
be in contact with the attachment figure, but they can move away from each other and the 
child will not be in distress. The caregiver can also discuss with the child that she will be 
away for some time and who will be there in her place and when she will be back (see p. 
205). The answer therefore is (3). 
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Question 15 
 
Which of the following statements are TRUE regarding children’s prosocial development? 
 
(a) It becomes evident at the ages of two to three years. 
(b) At this age they understand enough about the emotions of others to respond in 

supportive and sympathetic ways. 
(c) Some prosocial behaviours increase with age, while others decrease with age. 
(d) Prosocial behaviour in the preschool years tends to show stability into adulthood. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d)  
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 15 
 
All the alternatives are correct as explained on pp. 218-219. Prosocial behaviour appears by 
two to three years because these young children have some understanding of others’ 
feelings. Research has also shown that some prosocial behaviours increase, while others 
decrease and that these behaviours continue into adulthood. The correct answer therefore is 
(3). 
 
 


