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1 INTRODUCTION 

Dear Student 

This tutorial letter, which will be our last tutorial letter to you, contains feedback on Assignment 
02.  Please see Tutorial Letter 101/2016 about the examination. 
 
This is now the time to put your shoulder to the wheel as there is no better way of dealing with 
the examination than being thoroughly prepared for it. We wish you well in the final stretch 
before the examinations and every success with your further studies. 
 
 
Friendly greetings 
 
 
YOUR PSYCHOLOGY LECTURERS 
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2  FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENT 02 
 

Please note that all the page numbers in our feedback refer to Louw and Louw (2014) 
(the 2nd edition) 

 
Question 1 
 
According to Piaget horizontal décalage refers to … 
 
(a) children’s understanding of reversibility. 
(b) children in middle childhood’s inability to transfer what they have learned about one 

type of conservation to another. 
(c) children in middle childhood’s use of mental operations. 
(d) children in middle childhood’s use of decentring. 
(e) children in middle childhood’s use of concrete reasoning.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e) 
 
Feedback on Question 1 
 
The word décalage is a French word, which refers to a gap or a shift. In this case, the child 
can understand one type of conservation, but there is a horizontal gap so that he or she 
cannot transfer this understanding to another type of conservation, which is on the same 
level of thinking. Alternative (b) is therefore correct and the answer is (1). 
 
With regard to this question, the other alternatives are not correct. However, these 
alternatives are all related to the concrete operational stage. Children in this stage can 
reverse mental operations and they can decenter, but because their reasoning is still 
concrete, they have a horizontal décalage with regard to the understanding of conservation. 
Please see pp. 229-230 with regard to Piaget’s concrete operational stage 
 
Question 2 
 
Regarding memory functioning in middle childhood, working memory improves in the 
following two important areas:  
 
(a) automaticity and executive functioning. 
(b) metacognition and metamemory. 
(c) theory of mind and higher-order cognitive functioning. 
(d) the phonological loop and the visual spatial sketchpad. 
(e) short-term memory and long-term memory.   
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (d)  
(2) (a), (c) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e) 



 

4 

Feedback on Question 2 
 
During middle childhood the working/short term memory improves with regard to the storing 
of sounds, verbal and visual material. The terms used for these two areas, are the 
phonological loop (where sounds and verbal material are stored) and the visual-spatial 
sketchpad (where visual material is stored). Therefore alternative (d) is correct and the 
correct answer therefore is (1). This information can be found on p. 231. 
 
The other alternatives do not give the areas of the working memory and are therefore not 
correct. 
 
Question 3 
 
An example of the learning process through which temperament shapes personality and 
adaptation in childhood, is that children high on … 
 
(a) extraversion may attract peers to play with them. 
(b) openness may find complex and novel stimuli to be reinforcing. 
(c) conscientiousness may pursue challenging activities. 
(d) neuroticism may view themselves as inadequate relative to their peers. 
(e) extraversion may actively persuade other children to choose them as leaders of school 

groups.   
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 3 
 
The key to answering this question, is to realise that there are various processes through 
which temperament shapes personality and adaptation. These processes are presented in a 
table on p. 255.  There you will find that an example of the the learning process is that 
children high on openness may find complex and novel stimuli reinforcing.  This means that 
(b) is the correct alternative and the answer is therefore (1). 
 
The other alternatives present other processes through which temperament shapes 
personality and adaptation and are not correct for this question. 
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Question 4 
 
Andrew is performing moderately academically and in sport. His parents, however, are of the 
opinion that he can do much better in both areas. Andrew is trying his best to live up to his 
parents’ expectations of him, but is increasingly experiencing sadness because he cannot.  
This is a reflection of … 
 
(a) a discrepancy between the real self and the ideal self. 
(b) the development of self-efficacy. 
(c) the development of the self-esteem. 
(d) the development of the ideal self. 
(e) the development of the real self. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b), (c) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 4 
 
Andrew forms a concept of himself according to his parents’ expectations ‒ to do well in both 
academia and sport. This is his ideal self. He is not able to perform very well (only 
moderately) and he realises that he cannot live up to these expectations ‒ this is his real 
self. The correct answer therefore is given in alternative (a) which makes (1) the correct 
answer. You will find the information on self-concept and self-esteem on pp. 256-258. 
 
The other alternatives is not describing Andrew’s situation correctly. 
 
Question 5 
 
Parents and children may influence one another in different ways. In this regard, the parent 
effects model assumes that … 
 
(a) parent and child influence each other reciprocally and perpetuate each other’s 

behaviour. 
(b) the behaviour, parenting style, mood and circumstances of the parent influence the 

child’s development.  
(c) children’s age, competence, temperament and perceptions influence their parents’ 

behaviour towards them. 
(d) parents are indirect socialisers of their children. 
(e) parents are direct instructors in their children’s development. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e) 
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Feedback on Question 5 
 
It is important to read the question carefully and realise that the answer must be correct 
according to a specific view, namely that of the parent effects model and not according to 
what one might think about parents and children influencing each other. The various models 
are explained on p. 264. From this explanation you will realise that this specific model sees 
the influence running from the parent to child, and not also the other way round. Therefore, 
alternative (b) is correct with regard to the parent effects model. The correct answer 
therefore is (1). 
 
Question 6 
 
Regarding peer acceptance, the popular category of social status indicates that a child … 
 
(a) is well-liked by most and rarely disliked.  
(b) is either popular social or popular antisocial. 
(c) is neither liked nor disliked. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 6 
 
It is interesting that popular children can be prosocial (achieving, friendly and cooperative) or 
antisocial (tough, shrewd and “cool”). They are well-liked and very seldom somebody do not 
like them. Alternatives (a) and (b) are therefore correct and (c) incorrect. The correct answer 
therefore is (1). 
 
You can study peer acceptance on p. 279. 
 
Question 7 
 
Which of the following statements is/are TRUE? 
 
(a) Adolescence is a normal period of development. 
(b) The majority of adolescents do not experience any significant maladjustment. 
(c) Most adolescents’ values are similar to those of their parents. 
(d) It seems that adolescence is the “weak link” in the life stage chain.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
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Feedback on Question 7 
 
According to Louw and Louw (2014) adolescence is the most probable stage for storm and 
stress, and can therefore be regarded as the “weak link” in the life stages. However, 
according to present research findings, adolescence is mostly a normal period, and 
maladjustment is usually not found during this stage. Most adolescents also usually accept 
their parents’ values. This means that all the alternatives are correct and the correct answer 
is therefore (3). You can study the views on this stage on pp. 304-305. 
 
Question 8 
 
Maturation of the prefrontal lobes during adolescence is associated with … 
 
(a) the processing of social and emotional information. 
(b) high-risk behaviour. 
(c) the ability to reject irrelevant information. 
(d) the ability to formulate complex hypothetical arguments. 
(e) imagine the impossible. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b)  
(2) (c), (d) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e) 
 
Feedback on Question 8 
 
During adolescence the maturation of the prefrontal lobes of the brain influence certain 
cognitive capacities, for example to reject irrelevant information, to think abstractly which 
enables adolescents to formulate hypothetical situations and imagine the impossible. They 
will also not usually get involved in high-risk behaviour because they can control their 
impulses. This means that alternative (b) is incorrect, and (c), (d) and (e) are correct.  
 
It is the limbic system and not the prefrontal lobes that influence the processing of social and 
emotional information. Alternative (a) is therefore incorrect. 
 
The correct answer therefore is (2). Please study the information on p. 324 in this regard. 
 
Question 9 
 
Piaget’s theory of formal operational thinking was criticised on the grounds of the following: 
 
(a) Piaget was overly pessimistic about adolescents’ thinking abilities. 
(b) Piaget overestimated the effort, energy and knowledge it takes to use formal 

operational thinking. 
(c) Piaget did not take cultural differences into account when describing the stage of formal 

operations. 
(d) Formal operational thinking is not broad enough to encompass the many dimensions 

along which cognitive functioning matures in adolescence. 
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (c) & (d) 
(2) (a), (b) & (d)  
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 9 
 
According to present research findings many people (adolescents and adults) do not 
regularly use formal operations because it takes effort and energy to think for example about 
abstract ideas. Piaget therefore was overly optimistic about adolescents’ thinking and 
therefore (a) is not correct and because he also underestimated the effort, energy and 
knowledge that formal operations require, alternative (b) is also not correct. 
 
When presenting his view of the stage of formal operations, Piaget did not take cultural 
differences into account and his view also did not address all the dimensions that 
adolescents’ cognitive functioning may develop into. Alternatives (c) and (d) are therefore 
correct and the answer therefore is (1). Please study the evaluation of Piaget’s theory on pp. 
327-328. 
 
Question 10 
 
According to Erikson, … 
 
(a) in order to form an identity, all the psychosocial crises of the previous stages need to 

be resolved. 
(b) identity development implies that adolescents should define who they are, what is 

important to them and what directions they want to take in life. 
(c) an identity crisis develops when adolescents experience confusion in their efforts to 

develop an own set of values. 
(d) identity confusion occurs when adolescents are indecisive about themselves and their 

roles. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 10 
 
According to Erikson, an adolescent who formed an identity will know who he or she is and 
has resolved all previous crises. However, during the forming of an identity, there can be a 
temporary stage of crisis when the adolescent is questioning existing values in his or her 
efforts to find an identity. Adolescents who do not know who they are and where they want to 
go in life, suffer from identity confusion. 
 
This information about Erikson’s views on the development of an identity can be found on 
pp. 342-343. According to this information all the alternatives are correct and the answer 
therefore is (3). 
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Question 11 
 
Which one of the following statements is FALSE according to James Marcia’s theory on the 
formulation of identity statuses? 
 
(1) Adolescents often fluctuate between the various identity statuses until they reach a final 

identity. 
(2) Adolescents tend to begin their identity development in the foreclosure and diffusion 

statuses, then experience the moratorium status and finally the identity achievement 
status. 

(3) All facets of adolescents’ development will be in the same identity status – there cannot 
be different statuses achieved at the same time.  

 
Feedback on Question 11 
 
The theory of James Marcia with regard to the formulation of identity in adolescence can be 
found on pp. 344-345. According to Marcia adolescents initially do not experience a crisis 
and has an identity according to what is expected of them (foreclosure) and do not really 
commit themselves to any cause (diffusion). After this when having new experiences (e.g. 
when going to college), they investigate various alternatives while not committing themselves 
to any cause (moratorium). When they know what they want to commit themselves to, they 
reach identity achievement. Alternative (2) is therefore true. During the stages of formulation, 
adolescents can fluctuate between the different stages and this means that alternative (1) is 
also true.  
 
The false statement is (3), because according to Marcia, adolescents can achieve different 
identity statuses for different facets. The correct answer therefore is (3). 
 
Question 12 
 
Shadrack would like to be the top pupil in the mathematics class. He would also like to be 
the captain of his soccer team. However, although he is among the top 10 learners in 
mathematics, up to now he has never been the top student in the mathematics class. He 
was also not chosen as soccer captain for his team because, according to the soccer coach, 
he does not show leadership qualities. Which one of the following statements is correct 
regarding Shadrack’s understanding of the self? 
 
(a) There is a discrepancy between his actual self and possible self. 
(b) There is a discrepancy between his ideal and his feared self. 
(c) There is a discrepancy between his ideal and actual self. 
(d) There is a discrepancy between his true self and false self. 
(e) There is a discrepancy between his feared self and false self. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (c) 
(2) (c), (d) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e) 
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Feedback on Question 12 
 
Shadrack has the ideal to be the top achiever in mathematics and to be the captain of his 
team (ideal self). In reality he is not at the top of the class or the captain of the team (actual 
self).  Therefore, there is a discrepancy between his ideal and actual self ‒ alternative (c). 
The correct answer therefore is (1). 
 
Please study pp. 350-351 and acquaint yourself with the definitions of all the various selves. 
The possible and the feared self are related to how an individual thinks about him or herself, 
while the false and the true self refer to how one presents yourself to the outside world ‒ 
wearing a “mask” or as you truly are.  
 
Question 13 
 
Stormy parent-child relationships may drive adolescents to find acceptance in peer groups 
who have opposite values than those of their parents. These peer groups have a … 
 
(a) counter-culture. 
(b) gang-culture. 
(c) sub-culture. 
(d) estrangement-culture. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b) 
(3) (c) & (d) 
 
Feedback on Question 13 
 
The term used when referring to a culture that is against the values of parents or the society, 
is counter-culture. Alternative (a) is therefore correct and the correct answer (1). You can 
study conformity to peer influences and how parents can protect their children from 
unhealthy conformity on p. 370. 
 
Question 14 
 
Which of the following statements is /are TRUE? 
 
(a) Most children from divorced homes have psychological problems.  
(b) Children from divorced homes have lower levels of educational attainment.  
(c) Children from divorced homes are more likely to reject religious involvement as adulsts 

when compared to children whose parents ahave not divorced. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above  
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Feedback on Question 14 
 
The effects of divorce can be negative, but Louw and Louw (2014) remind us that it should 
be seen in perspective. According to research, most children from divorced homes do not 
have psychological problems and (a) is therefore not correct. These children do however 
have problems with school work – therefore (b) is correct and as adults, they tend to reject 
religious involvement – alternative (c) is therefore also correct. The correct answer therefore 
is (2) and can be found on p. 395. 
 
Question 15 
 
Which of the following personality characteristics is NOT typical of resilient children? 
 
(a) Good cognitive abilities. 
(b) Achievement orientated. 
(c) Lack of a good sense of humour. 
(d) Easy temperament in infancy. 
(e) General attractiveness to others. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (c) 
(2) (a), (d) & (e) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 15 
 
Resilient children have many positive characteristics which you will find in table 7.2 on p. 
431. In this table the personal characteristics of resilient children are given.  
 
Alternative (c) is the only characteristic that is NOT typical of resilient children and the 
correct answer therefore is (1). 
 


