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NB: READ TUTORIAL LETTER DVAALLD BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO ANSWER  

       THE QUESTIONS. DO NOT COPY THE STUDY GUIDE VERBATIM. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 2  

 

Assignment question 

 

Outline the approach of critical theory and then discuss whether it could improve community 

development. 

 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide Study Unit 1;  

 Readings in Community Development 2015 contributions by: Maistry, M. (2012) Ledwith, 

M. (2001) Pafiwa Mutasa Community Development Project Proposal 

 

How to approach the question 

 

The first part of the question relies on an outline (give main features/general principles) of 

critical theory, as well as an outline of what community development is. Critical theory holds that 

in order to undo dominant structures of oppression and domination, we must understand the 

socio-political-economic-historical context in which people exist. Hereafter, present a brief 

definition/description/outline of community development, and the particular context that you will 

be looking at.  

 

Once you have presented an outline/description of Critical Theory you must show, from varying 

points of view, how this approach could be used for community development. You can do this 

by showing how this approach can drive the attainment of a series of needs in the particular 

community, show how it explains the development problems in the community (deal in some 

depth with concepts of hegemony; dominance; unequal structures/history/economics, etc.), how 

this approach understands the role and activity of the members of this community (explain and 

show the significance of pedagogy; conscientisation; etc. for critical theory).  

 

You must make an overall argument for the utility of this approach for development in a 

community, show some of the possible weaknesses or limits of using this approach in your 

locality, and then show how you might be able to defend this approach against possible 

objections. Make use of relevant examples to illustrate your points. Show evidence of 

engagement with the prescribed material.  

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: you must give a very basic outline of critical theory and a reasonably adequate 

discussion of how it can be used toward community development in a particular context. 
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60% - 74%: you must give a clear and logical discussion of the topic that shows that you have 

read and understood the prescribed literature, and can use this to substantiate an argument. 

 

75% and above: you must do all of the above but your assignment must reflect that you can 

add something new to the topic, or think critically and insightfully about the debate. Using the 

recommended material will contribute towards a higher mark. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 3 

 

Assignment question 

 

Outline the requirements of sustainable community development. Then discuss whether 

Integrated Community Development and Asset-Based Community Development are likely to 

produce sustainable environments. 

 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide – Study Unit 2;  

 Community Development reader: Contributions by Hamstead & Quinn (2007), UN Habitat 

(2008) and Pawar & Torres (2011). 

 

How to approach this question 

 

In answering this question you should proceed by explaining what you understand by the 

concept ‘sustainable community development’ and what it entails. Hamstead and Quin (2007) 

argue that sustainable community development rests on tenets of intergenerational equity, 

solutions that are ecologically viable, socially desirable and economically feasible, and a critique 

of quantitative economic growth. It should be explicitly stated in the assignment that sustainable 

community development relates to the long-term sustainability of the outcomes of community 

change and transformation. To achieve such outcomes, community development adopts a 

series of conscious, planned strategies to mobilise individuals, groups and communities to 

create a platform for identifying, understanding and handling community issues.  The aim is to 

enhance popular participation that enables the local people to take charge of their social, 

cultural, economic and environmental resources rather than depend on external support.   

 

In the second part, you also explain what you understand by the concept of Integrated 

Community Development (ICD) and how does it lead to sustainable environments. It should be 

clear in your assignment that ICD is a community-led process on how to deal with community 

resources with coordinated partnership of multi-agencies incorporating a range of activities 

across a number of sectors.   This differs from an “ad hoc philanthropy” approach where outside 

agents go into a community, identify what they think a community needs and start implementing 

projects with minimal community involvement. It should also be stated that ICD seeks to ensure 

that development contributes to long-term sustainable outcomes, engages communities’ 

economic, human, political, environmental, and socio-cultural assets. Pawar and Torres (2011) 

argue that ICD enables more effective use of communities’ resources because of reduced 

duplication and conflicting objectives. They also argue that it promotes sustainable development 
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because it brings every person in the community into equal membership by creatively 

combining social, economic and political aspects into one. 

 

The next section should focus on Asset-based Community Development (ABCD). You should 

first state clearly what you understand by the concept ABCD and also what it entails. The basic 

thesis of ABCD is that community development should start from a position of what the 

community has (i.e. strengths, assets, resources) rather than what it lacks (i.e. deficits, needs, 

problems). This is a departure from approaches where community development work has 

traditionally started with identification of communities’ problems through needs assessment. 

This approach draws from appreciative enquiry theory which recognises that our reality is 

socially constructed, and the language we use to describe ourselves and our communities 

becomes a vehicle for reinforcing meaning, constructing and attributing the reality. Since 

sustainable community development is predicated on understanding the community, identifying 

strengths, mapping potentials and resources and defining community issues from the 

community’s perspective, it means that ABCD is an appropriate vehicle for achieving its goals. 

Hamstead and Quin (2007) argue that sustainable community development rests on tenets of 

intergenerational equity, solutions that are ecologically viable, socially desirable and 

economically feasible, and a critique of quantitative economic growth. They also contend that 

sustainable community development is predicated on understanding the community, identifying 

strengths, mapping potentials and resources and defining community issues from the 

community’s perspective. Thus ABCD becomes an appropriate vehicle for achieving those 

goals in the long-term. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: A mark in this range is awarded if the answer outlines the requirements of 

sustainable community development and describes the concepts “Integrated Community 

Development” and “Asset-based Community Development”, outlines their aims and purpose, 

and explains the way in which they promote sustainable community development. You are also 

expected to follow the guidelines in Tutorial letter DVAALLD/301. 

 

60% - 74%: In addition to the above, the arguments are logically structured and appropriate 

examples are used. 

 

75% and above: To obtain a distinction, the assignment should include all the above and, in 

addition, you should demonstrate the ability to add your own view. Your discussion should be 

on a level at which you can add value to what the authors in the prescribed reading say. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 4  

 

Assignment question 

 

To what extent does the South African government provide an appropriate institutional context 

for community development? Discuss. 

 



DVA2602/202 
 

5 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide – Study Unit 3;  

 Community Development reader: Contributions by May (2013) and Gray & Mubangizi  

 (2009)  

 

How to approach the question  

 

In answering this question, you should first start by making it clear that in South Africa 

community development has always been a broad, multidisciplinary activity practiced by a wide 

array of occupations, i.e. professionals (e.g. social workers) and non-professionals (e.g. health 

workers and agricultural extension officers), as well as  volunteers and unpaid  workers. 

Government institutions at national, provincial and local levels are frequently the sites for 

community development initiatives. In 1994 the government adopted a more socialistic 

Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) to deal with issues of poverty, 

unemployment and inequality. However, in 1996 the government quickly changed course by 

adopting a more neoliberal Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) strategy to promote 

a broader development of the economy.  

 

In 2003 the president of South Africa introduced the Community Development Workers 

Programme (CDWP) to promote community development in marginalised communities. Thus, a 

new occupational category, Community Development Worker (CDW), was introduced. The 

CDWs are employed by the Department of Provincial and Local Government (DPLG) and are 

based in local government offices to act as the link between the municipality and outlying 

townships, small towns and rural areas. However, this was a difficult programme from the start, 

being based in one department (DPLG), overseen by another (Department of Public Service 

and Administration) with yet another (municipalities) being the locus of their day-to-day 

activities, where the municipal manager would monitor their work and report to the DPLG on the 

programmes progress. 

 

Given the limited ability of municipalities to supervise the CDWs, the programme faced a 

number of challenges in its implementation. The challenges were not only compounded by the 

apathy of communities mistrustful of the government but also because of the fact that CDWs 

were seen as government spies. There was an overwhelming lack of understanding about the 

CDWs’ roles and responsibilities with mounting tension as the CDWP progressed. The CDWs 

brief was broad and the work environment was politically charged. Power issues were 

compounded by the confusion as to who was in charge of these workers and to whom they are 

accountable. This led to dysfunctional relationships and a lack of cooperation. The CDWs felt 

undervalued, unappreciated and underestimated. Councillors, on the other hand, felt 

undermined by these ‘loose cannon’, as they referred to them, who refused to take instructions 

from them and who completely lacked accountability. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: A mark in this range is awarded if the answer discusses measures that the South 

African government undertook, such as RDP, GEAR and CDWP to promote community 
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development. You should also discuss the challenges encountered in implementing these 

programme, especially the CDWP. You are also expected to follow the guidelines in Tutorial 

letter DVAALLD/301. 

 

60% - 74%: In addition to the above, the arguments are logically structured and appropriate 

examples are used. 

 

75% and more: To obtain a distinction, the assignment should include all the above and, in 

addition, you should demonstrate the ability to add your own view. Your discussion should be 

on a level at which you can add value to what the authors in the prescribed readings say. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 5  

 

Assignment question 

 

Discuss whether colonial history and capitalist globalization create conditions which make 

community development difficult. 

 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide Study Unit 4 

 Readings in Community Development 2015 contributions by: Mosoetsa, S 2005; 

Appadurai A, 2011 

 

How to approach this question 

 

You need to first go through your prescribed readings to form an understanding of the content, 

and then make notes of what information is relevant from the readings to answer the question. 

Remember, you may use additional sources, but should reference every source you use in your 

essay. Your assignment should begin with an introduction, which gives us an overview of the 

essay. It tells us what you are going to and how you are going to do it. Your essay should end 

with a conclusion where you summarise important/main points made in the essay as well as 

include your own viewpoint. 

 

The purpose of this part of the module is to introduce you to the historical context of community 

development and theories underpinning community development. The question also asks you 

discuss how colonial history and globalization have marginalised communities in the global 

South. To start your discussion on historical events and narratives of colonialization in the South 

try to integrate the overlapping points of different authors in a meaningful way. For instance 

Mosoetsa writes about the legacies of apartheid, apartheid policies and changes in the global 

economy and political economies. In this context Mosoetsa portrays a South African community 

which is severely impoverished and socially structured, but which nonetheless constructs 

survival strategies. You have to focus on overlapping issues. 

 

To start your discussion on the main features of globalisation, define globalisation and discuss 

issues of cultural change, migration, new forms of governance, new military patterns, changes 
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in the global economy, and environmental change. Appadurai’s article also discusses issues of 

cosmopolitanism, which relates to issues of globalisation. Appadurai focuses on the surprising 

ways in which poor communities can use the current situation to their advantage. Study units 4 

in the study guide deal with the causes and dimensions of globalisation and the 

underdevelopment of African communities and colonisation and community development. Have 

a look, especially, at the contribution by Mosoetsa on this topic. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: you will give a basic understanding of the issues mentioned above. You will show 

an ability to use the correct reference technique in the essay and in the list of sources. You will 

also show a good understanding of the concepts of community development and radical 

community development. 

 

60% - 74%: you will do all of the above. In addition your argument will flow logically and be 

coherent. You will also give practical examples and show critical understanding of the concept 

of community development and the purposes of community development and radical 

movements in community development. 

 

75% and above:  To achieve a distinction you should include all of the above as well as provide 

a convincing argument that reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise 

ideas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 6  

 

Assignment question 

 

Discuss whether professionalization of community development work will undermine radical 

community development practice and development from below. 

 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide Study Unit 5 

  Readings in Community Development 2015 contributions by: Department of Cooperative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs, De Beer, F and Swanepoel, H. (2012), Etzo 2010 

Ne, E., Hill, T. and Binns, T. (1997) 

 

How to approach this question 

 

You need to first go through your prescribed readings to form an understanding of the content, 

and then make notes of what information is relevant from the readings to answer the question. 

Remember, you may use additional sources, but should reference every source you use in your 

essay. Your assignment should begin with an introduction, which gives us an overview of the 

essay. It tells us what you are going to and how you are going to do it. Your essay should end 

with a conclusion where you summarise important/main points made in the essay as well as 

include your own viewpoint. You should outline the notion of professionalised community work. 
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Your readings focus on South Africa so discuss at least the South African efforts towards 

professionalization.  

 

The purpose of this part of the question is to investigate the tensions between a 

professionalised community development work and radical practices of community 

development. You should then outline the radical community development approach using Etzo.  

You must first understand community development as professional practice, radical community 

development practice and the principles of community development. In addition, make sure you 

have critical understanding of the diversity of perspectives on the challenges the community 

development profession and radical community development practice faces and identify key 

features of “development from below”. 

 

The article by Nel, Hill and Binns discusses issues of development from below and self-reliant 

rural development strategies. Study units 5 in the study guide deals with the role and 

contributions of different radical movements in community development and the 

professionalization of community development. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: you will give a basic understanding of the issues mentioned above. You will show 

an ability to use the correct reference technique in the essay and in the list of sources. You will 

also show a good understanding of the concepts of community development and community 

development as professional practice, radical community development practice and the 

principles of community development. 

 

60% - 74%: you will do all of the above. In addition your argument will flow logically and be 

coherent. You will also give practical examples and show critical understanding of the diversity 

of perspectives on the challenges the community development profession and radical 

community development practice faces and identify key features of “development from below”. 

 

75% and more: To achieve a distinction you should include all of the above as well as provide 

a convincing argument that reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise 

ideas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 7  

 

Assignment question 

 

Discuss to what extent Dussel’s ‘ethics of liberation’ can be used in community development.  

 

Readings 

 

 Study Guide Study Unit 6;  

  Readings in Community Development 2015 contributions by: Irish Community Workers 

Cooperative (2012), Dussel, E 2006 
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How to approach this question 

 

This question requires of you to present an outline of what community development is. This can 

be obtained from the study guide and many of the prescribed readings.   

 

You should then give a thorough explanation of what you understand by Dussel’s ‘ethics of 

liberation’, which you will be able to deduce by reading the Dussel article in your prescribed 

reader. Here, should show that you understand what he means by issues such as globalization, 

modernity, Eurocentric modernity (and the violence inherent in these processes), inequality 

between nations. In addition, you should understand what he means by organization, ethics, 

ethical action, organized human action, and transformative praxis. How does Dussel understand 

development (focus some attention on who he thinks should determine what development is)? 

 

Thereafter, you are expected to be in conversation with Dussel. In order to do this, you must 

offer a substantiated discussion (showing various points of view) on how far Dussel’s position 

can be made useful for community development. What are the merits of his position in 

community development, or community mobilization for development? What could some of the 

limits of his position be in a particular context? How could some of these limits be overcome 

using his ‘ethics of liberation’? Take a position, and show how your argument can be defended 

against possible objections. If necessary, use the Irish Cooperative as an illustration to 

substantiate the points in your discussion. Show evidence of engagement with the prescribed 

material.     

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: you must give a very basic outline of Dussel’s ‘ethics of liberation’ and present a 

reasonably adequate discussion on its applicability to community development. 

 

60% - 74%: you must give a clear and logical discussion of the topic that shows that you have 

read and understood the prescribed literature, and can use this to substantiate an argument. 

 

75% and above: you must do all of the above but your assignment must reflect that you can 

add something new to the topic, or think critically and insightfully about the debate. Using the 

recommended material will contribute towards a higher mark. 


