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Dear Student 

 

FEEDBACK ON ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS FOR DVA3701 

 

This tutorial letter contains feedback on assignments for DVA3701. This module is offered as a 

third level module in the first and second semesters. The purpose of this module is to equip you 

with insight into development theories by reading the relevant material and case studies of 

various theories, theorists and methods.  

 

If you have any questions or problems regarding the module, please feel free to contact your 

lecturers. The lectures for the different assignments are: 

 

Assignment 2:  Mr. P Majavu 

Assignment 3:  Ms. K Lourens  

Assignment 4:  Ms. K Lourens  

Assignment 5:  Ms. K Lourens 

Assignment 6:  Mr. P Majavu 

Assignment 7:  Mr. P Majavu 

 

NB: You are strongly urged to constantly refer to Tutorial Letter DVAALLD/301 which 

provides an explanation of the technical aspects of writing an essay. Your attention is 

drawn to the fact that the university does not tolerate plagiarism. If marks were deducted 

for plagiarism, this is only because you did not reference and showed no 

acknowledgement of the sources you used in your essay. 

 

 

Good luck with your studies. 

 

Mr Pumlani Majavu  

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATOR 
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Question 2 

 

Outline how development theory has evolved in history. Then discuss to what extent 

development theory has served the interests of the global North.  

 

How to approach the question: 

 

This question requires you to divide your response into different parts or sections. These are: 

(1) explain development theory, (2) discuss development theory over time, (3) and then discuss 

to what extent development theory has served the interests of the global North.  

 

You should have noticed that the first two parts of this essay are mainly based on Pieterse’s 

article in the reader. It is he who tells us what is meant by theory and development theory. For 

instance, we learn that theory is a way of explaining a phenomenon in an insightful manner and 

that it is usually backed up with evidence (knowledge). He reminds us that theory is informed by 

history, political context and one’s ideological perspective. Development theory is a combination 

of politics and social sciences (Pieterse). Unlike other theories, it tends to be oriented towards 

shaping policies. These are policies that aim to solve problems faced by people. The usefulness 

of development theory comes from its practicality and relevance in the broader world. It must 

serve a purpose in the practical world.  

 

Moving on to how it has evolved in history, Pieterse writes that over time, development theory 

has changed meanings and served different purposes. It changed due to the political ideology 

that was dominant or popular at a particular time in history. For instance, we had Marx who 

advocated for communism, and at other times we have had theorists who have argued that, for 

development to take place, countries and states need to focus on economic growth. 

 

When discussing development theory over time, one needs to be forever mindful of the idea of 

praxis (praxis is practice informed by theory). The study guide, for instance, mentions how 

theories such as communism, modernization, dependency, decoloniality and many other 

theories were influenced and in turn influenced the lived realities of people. We learn that the 

social condition of theorists plays a part in the kind of theories that they come up with. We also 

learn that theorists learn from each other. 
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It is very hard not to notice that the third main part of the essay question requires one to 

understand the issues raised in the paper by de Sousa Santos and other decolonial scholars. 

This is not to say that Pieterse’s article becomes useless in this part, of course. Since, as noted 

above, development theory serves certain political and most of the theory, the ones that have 

come from the global North such as modernisation theory, neoliberalism, amongst others, have 

certainly served the interests of the global North more than they have served the South, 

decolonial scholars argue.  

 

You have to be mindful of the fact that de Sousa Santos talks about how the global North 

usually imposes concepts and ways of doing things on the global South. Some of these, as he 

correctly states, are not applicable and do not benefit the global South. Yes, some of these 

might work in the global North, but the global South has its own particularities that are 

somewhat different from the ones faced by the ones imposing. This is not to say that the global 

North is more universal than the global South, rather the argument being made is that the North 

imposes its own particularity on the global South under the guise that it is universal. In other 

words, development theories have tended to favor the knowledge, interests and experiences of 

the global North. This is the reason why schools of thought such as dependency theory and 

decoloniality have challenged the dominance of Western thought in the global South. They 

reject the Eurocentric theories of development that are being imposed on the global South.  

 

Question 3 

 

Outline the nature of neoliberalism, and then discuss the effects of neoliberal 

globalization on Africa. 

 

How to approach the question: 

 

The answer should display a clear understanding of the concepts of neoliberalism and its 

effects on Africa. You are expected to outline the key terms of the theory and practice of 

neoliberalism and portray how neoliberalism as a theory is contested. 

 

Among some of the arguments to advance in favour of neoliberalism is that more people have 

been lifted out of poverty than ever before in the era of neoliberal business and global 

governance. The arguments by Anne Krueger could aid this sort of point. In contrast, in line with 

the prescribed article by Harvey, it can be argued that neoliberalism has been a clear political 
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project of the elites of the west to re-establish their dominance when their position was 

threatened through falling profits and labour gains. 

 

In the discussion of the effects of neoliberal globalisation on Africa, you must show the ability to 

evaluate and critically reflect on both the theory and the effects of neoliberalism on Africa. It is 

also important to show the ability to apply the discussion of neoliberalism to its effects in African 

context. One could also argue that in Africa the effects have been overwhelmingly negative, 

through the mechanisms of structural adjustment, WTO regulations and corporations, which 

resolutely neglect responsibility for their social and environmental effect. A good argument will 

refer to Kieh views in this regard. Clear and substantiated arguments outlining positive effects of 

neoliberalism are also admissible. 

 

The answer should demonstrate that the relevant prescribed reading in the module -   Harvey, 

Kieh and Krueger -has been read, understood and evaluated. 

 

Question 4 

 

Discuss the explanations by Marxist theorists (Bond) and dependency theorists 

(Wallerstein and Arrighi et al) of why there is enduring poverty in South Africa. 

 

How to approach the question: 

 

This question involves concerns raised in articles by Wallerstein (2010), Arrighi, Aschoff and 

Scully (2010) and Bond (2013) which respectively deal with issues of the structure of global 

capitalism in which national projects are systematically undermined.  

 

In order to answer this question you must read the whole of Study unit 3 very carefully to 

understand the theories of Marxism and Dependency and how they differ. A good knowledge of 

the tenets put forth by these proponents are essential to adequately understand the arguments 

of the prescribed authors about why there is poverty in South Africa.      

 

Southern Africa, and South Africa in particular, was characterized by a protracted era of 

extreme and systematic dispossession which left the majority in a state of dire need, lacking 

land, jobs and the means of subsistence. In turn, this makes the South African worker very 

expensive in global terms since welfare payments must be extensive and wages must cater for 
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the lack of a supporting subsistence or small-scale agriculture base. This means that, for 

example, we cannot compete with Vietnam in the markets for low-skill goods (Arrighi et al 

2010). The current damaging impact of finance capital on South Africa’s macroeconomic 

performance and the indebtedness of millions of poor South Africans is also a major issue 

(Bond 2013). 

 

The solutions advocated by these Marxist and dependency theorists include the following:  

 

 From a global perspective, the cuts imposed on national economies by global forces 

should fall least on the weakest and most on the strongest. Wallerstein (2010) also 

argues that it is more important to prepare for the post-capitalist world.  

 As regards the systematic dispossession of South Africa’s proletariat, Arrighi et al (2010) 

argue that the way forward should be through an uncompromising prioritisation of the 

welfare of the majority, even as a way of reviving capitalist growth.   

 As regards combatting the effects of finance capital, Bond advocates measures such as 

regulation of capital, nationalisation and cancellation of World Bank programmes. These 

strategies should be complemented with grassroots struggles around burning local 

issues. 

 

It is important to show some knowledge of both the analysis and solutions of these authors. In 

addition, in discussing these solutions, you should advance well-formed arguments which 

convincingly link to contemporary South Africa, in which the usefulness of the solutions is 

evaluated. The suggestions could be positively evaluated as foundations of a new direction, or 

criticized for being unrealistic given South Africa’s resources and political and economic elites.      

 

Question 5 

 

Discuss the strategies of the World Social Forum and the anti-corporate globalisation 

activists against the current capitalist order 

 

How to approach the question: 

 

This assignment looks at alternative development ideas, especially ideas that are in opposition to 

the dominant model of globalisation. In 2001 these ideas came together in the establishment of 

the World Social Forum (WSF) and anti-corporate globalisation initiatives.  In this question you 

must focus on four topics.  
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Firstly, you must briefly explain the origin and nature of the WSF; this can be done by discussing 

some of the issues that gave rise to the WSF. You must also describe its constitution and main 

values. This part of the essay should not be more than half a page.  

 

Secondly, you must outline the strategies of the World Social Forum as a whole (This should be 

about one page):  

 

 opposition to current capitalism and to the World Economic Forum;  

 being a space for a different politics and;  

 to collectively envisage a new future through a myriad of struggles, amongst others.  

 

Thirdly, you must discuss the anti-corporate globalisation camp which forms part of the WSF and 

emphasize its general resistance to capitalism, initiatives which break with consumer capitalism 

and strategies of decommodification. This should be about half a page.  

 

Fourthly, you must debate the effectiveness of the WSF and the anti-corporate globalisation 

camp from the point of view of those who criticize it as well as those that make the case that it 

still has a legitimate role to play in representing alternative development. For instance, there are 

those that say that the strategies of the WSF and the anti-corporate globalisation movement 

remain too much at the level of resistance rather than undertaking the work of constructing 

conditions that facilitate some degree of human flourishing. They argue that solutions lie at the 

local level and national level and that the WSF do not adequately deal with these levels. 

 

On the other hand, there are those that argue that thinking outside capitalism, even if it has small 

results, may be the only form of action that is truly effective.  

 

You are required to read all the prescribed literature and to synthesize the views from the 

different authors in a logical, critical discussion. An answer which combines an appreciation of 

the problems of working with capital, with the necessity of working with capital could also get a 

good mark if argued well. 
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Question 6 

 

Outline the main ideas of the decolonial thought. Then discuss Ndlovu-Gatsheni’s 

suggestions of how decolonial ideas might be applied in Africa. 

 

How to approach the question: 

 

What you need to do in order to answer this question appropriately is to first read unit 5 of the 

study guide and of course the suggested readings. In reading these you learn that decolonial 

thinking, in essence, challenges the current dominant mode of thinking. For instance, instead of 

prioritizing European interests and also putting Europe, in all its forms, at the centre of all that 

we do, the decolonial approach suggests that we start thinking of those who are marginalized 

and dehumanized by the dominant colonial system. Decoloniality is a theory that highlights the 

continued dominance of Western ways throughout the world. It reminds us that we are still in an 

age of imperialism (although it operates somewhat differently from the old form of imperialism). 

It calls for a new world order where everyone’s humanity is recognized. It needs to be 

understood as a continuation of other anti-colonial theories such as that of post-colonial school 

of thought. Decolonial thought highlights the fact that the continued dominance of Western 

powers, in the world at large, is deeply racialized and is at the expense of non-Western people. 

It emphasizes that colonialism destroys knowledge systems wherever it finds itself. It prioritizes 

its own knowledge system against all others, and denigrates all else. It posits itself as being 

universal, when it is not. 

 

When outlining the main arguments of the decolonial approach, the ideas of coloniality of 

power, coloniality of being and coloniality of knowledge must be explained. The coloniality of 

power needs to be understood as a form of imperialism. We learn that this new form of 

imperialism and colonialism operate on many levels (economy, politics, relationships, being). 

We learn about the connected hierarchies of this global order. The coloniality of being is based 

on the notion that those who are not Western and or from the global North are not human. It is 

the black people (non-Westerns) who are seen and treated as non-humans in the current 

problematic world order. Use Maldonado-Torres’ article to clarify the notion of coloniality of 

being. Coloniality of knowledge concerns the extreme privileging of western voices, theories 

and knowledge systems and the side-lining and destruction of local voices, theories and 

knowledge systems. 
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Then the second part of the essay expects you to explain Ndlovu-Gatsheni’s suggestion of how 

decoloniality might be applied in Africa. Ndlovu-Gatsheni, a decolonial scholar, suggests that 

decoloniality might be applied in Africa when we start to break away from the coloniality of 

power. This will require people of the global South to rethink things. It requires us to shift the 

way we reason and move away from the Western influenced way of thinking. We have to 

recognize our own knowledge systems and many others that have been neglected and 

marginalized by coloniality. We have to use these to the best of our abilities and for our own 

needs. In other words, we are breaking from the colonial mentality of thinking the only 

knowledge is that which comes from the North. Decolonial school of thought wants to change 

the capitalist Eurocentric world order. They advocate for a more human system, one that 

recognizes all knowledge systems of the world. 

 

Then the conclusion is where you summarize the issues that you dealt with in your essay. The 

conclusion should not be very long.  

 

Question 7 

 

Discuss whether a developmental state is possible in South Africa. 

 

How to approach the question: 

 

To answer this question, you should say what is meant by a developmental state. The example 

of the East Asian developmental/newly industrializing states should be discussed. A better 

answer might reflect the favourable international circumstances that aided the NICs such as a 

rapidly expanding global economy and Western military support.  

 

The relevance of the developmental state to South Africa can be approached through both a 

reflection on the ideal of a developmental state in Africa and or the discussion could go straight 

to the issue of South Africa. 

 

The desirability of a developmental state in the context of the neoliberal market and the lack of 

balanced economic and social development in South Africa should be outlined. The need for a 

capable and ethical state which can coordinate national efforts, facilitate long-term investment 

and address welfare and human capability issues should be reflected in your discussion. The 

arguments of Kieh in this regard should be discussed.  



 

10 

 

Considerations of how a developmental state might operate amidst the new forces of the digital 

and knowledge-based capitalism of the twenty first century could be useful to your discussion. 

The article by Evans should be used for this purpose. 

 

The foundations which exist for a developmental state in South Africa could be discussed. 

These could include: the existence of the National Development Plan: a dedicated planning and 

monitoring ministry; membership of BRICS; fairly good national infrastructure; South Africa’s 

industrial advantage over our neighbours in Southern Africa. 

 

The factors working against a developmental state in South Africa should also be outlined. 

These could include the following: the government’s neoliberal macroeconomic course; the 

weakness of the civil service and government capacity generally (refer to Seekings’ article for 

this); the power of white private capital; the failure of mass education. 

 

You should put forward evidence in line with these points and then offer your own opinion and 

discussion on the viability of a developmental state in South Africa. 

 

 

 

 


