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NB: READ TUTORIAL LETTER DVAALLD BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO ANSWER  

       THE QUESTIONS. DO NOT COPY THE STUDY GUIDE VERBATIM. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 2  

 

Question: 

 
Outline the purpose of community development according to the following approaches: 

 
a) critical theory 

b) functionalism 

c) symbolic interactionism. 

 

Then discuss which approach (or combination of approaches) is useful for community 

development. 

 
Readings: 

 

 Study Guide: Learning unit 1 

 Readings in Community Development 2015, contributions by Maistry, M. (2012) Ledwith, 

M. (2001) Pafiwa Mutasa Community Development Project Proposal 

 

Assessment evidence: 

 

 Define community development. Use section 1.2 of your study guide (history of 

community development) and in Maistry’s article use sections 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4. 

 Outline the purpose of community development according to critical theory,    

functionalism and symbolic interactionism. In your study guide use sections 1.3 and 1.4 

and use Ledwith’s article. 

 Outline the key characteristics of the theories. 

 Highlight the criticism levelled against the theories. 

 Discuss which approach or combination of approaches is useful.  

 You may use examples from the prescribed articles to support your arguments. 

 
How to approach the question 

 

The first part of the question relies on an outline (give main features/general principles) of each 

three of the approaches/theories of community development, as well as an outline of what 
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community development is. Critical theory holds that in order to undo dominant structures of 

oppression and domination, we must understand the socio-political-economic-historical context 

in which people exist. Functionalism says that development outcomes are best achieved 

through the harmony of social institutions and structures working together to provide a state of 

social stability. When structures and institutions work in a complimentary fashion, they create 

social stability and therefore development. Symbolic Interactionism locates the force of 

development and social change in the social interactions/relationships with and between 

people, symbols, institutions, etc. Hereafter, present a brief definition of community 

development.  

 

Once you have presented an outline of each one of the three approaches, choose one 

approach which you think is most useful for community development (which you should have 

already defined). In order to do this you must show, from varying points of view, why this 

approach is more useful than the others. You can do this by showing how your chosen 

approach overcomes some of the limits of the others, or how it makes less problematic 

assumptions than the others (and why some assumptions can be detrimental to community 

development), or how the more useful theory is more suited to the particulars of community 

development, and is more sensitive to the context of a particular community. Substantiate your 

answer and make use of relevant examples to illustrate your points. Show evidence of 

engagement with the prescribed material. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50% - 59%: you must give a very basic outline of the three theories/approaches and a 

reasonably adequate discussion on your choice of theory. 

 

60%-74%: you must give a clear and logical discussion of the topic that shows that you have 

read and understood the prescribed literature, and can use this to substantiate an argument. 

 

75% and above: you must do all of the above but your assignment must reflect that you can 

add something new to the topic, or think critically and insightfully about the debate. Using the 

recommended material will contribute towards a higher mark. 
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ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 3 

 

Question: 

 

Outline the aims of both Integrated Community Development and Asset-Based Community 

Development. Then discuss the ways in which these approaches can promote sustainable 

community development. 

 

Readings: 

 

 Study guide: Learning unit 2 

 Readings in Community Development 2015, contributions by Hamstead, M. P. and 

Quinn, M. S. (2007) UN Habitat (2008) Pawar, M. and Torres, R. (2011).  

 

Assessment evidence: 

 

 Outline the aims of  Integrated Community Development .Use Section 2.3 of your study 

guide  and the case study by Pawar and Torres (use at least  the introduction and then 

the discussion at the end in sections 6 and 7) 

 Outline the aims of Asset Based Community Development. Use section 2.2 of your study 

guide and the article by UN Habitat (use at least section 9- Conclusion).  

 Briefly outline the objectives of sustainable community development. Section 2.1 of your 

study guide and the section in Hamstead and Quinn entitled ‘integrating SCD and 

Ecological economics’ will help you here. 

 Discuss whether Integrated Community Development and Asset Based Community 

Development can promote sustainable community development. 

 

How to approach this question 

 

In answering this question you should proceed by explaining what you understand by the 

concept ‘sustainable community development’ and what it entails. Hamstead and Quinn (2007) 

argue that sustainable community development rests on tenets of intergenerational equity, 

solutions that are ecologically viable, socially desirable and economically feasible, and a critique 

of quantitative economic growth. You should also highlight the fact that sustainable community 

development relates to the long-term sustainability of the outcomes of community change and 

transformation. Moreover, to achieve such outcomes, community development must adopt a 
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series of conscious, planned strategies to mobilise individuals, groups and communities to 

create a platform for identifying, understanding and handling community issues.  The aim of this 

process is to enhance popular participation that enables the local people to take charge of their 

social, cultural, economic and environmental resources rather than depend on external support.   

 

In the second part of the question you should outline the aims of both ICD and ABCD and what 

exactly do they entail. You can proceed by explaining what you understand by the concept of 

Integrated Community Development (ICD) and how it aims to achieve sustainable community 

development. In your answer, it should be clear that ICD is a community-led process on how to 

deal with community resources with the coordinated partnership of many agencies incorporating 

a range of activities across a number of sectors. According to the study guide, this is different 

from an “ad hoc philanthropy” approach where outside agents go into a community, identify 

what they think a community needs and start implementing projects with minimal community 

involvement. You should also make clear that ICD seeks to ensure that development 

contributes to long-term sustainable outcomes, and engages communities’ economic, human, 

political, environmental, and socio-cultural assets. After the ICD, you should focus on the Asset-

based Community Development (ABCD). You should first state clearly what you understand by 

the concept ABCD and what it entails. You should highlight the fact that the basic thesis of 

ABCD is that community development should start from a position of what the community has 

(i.e. strengths, assets, resources) rather than what it lacks (i.e. deficits, needs, problems). This 

is a departure from approaches where community development work has traditionally started 

with identification of communities’ problems through needs assessment. The ABCD draws from 

appreciative enquiry theory which recognises that our reality is socially constructed, and the 

language we use to describe ourselves and our communities becomes a vehicle for reinforcing 

meaning, constructing and attributing the reality. 

 

In the last part of the question, you should focus on how these two approaches can promote 

sustainable community development. Pawar and Torres (2011) argue that ICD enables more 

effective use of communities’ resources because of reduced duplication and conflicting 

objectives. They also contend that it promotes sustainable development because it brings every 

person in the community into equal membership by creatively combining social, economic and 

political aspects into one. Since sustainable community development is predicated on 

understanding the community, identifying strengths, mapping potentials and resources and 

defining community issues from the community’s perspective, it means that ABCD is an 

appropriate vehicle for achieving these goals. 
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Indicators for marks allocated 

 

50%-59%:  A mark in this range is awarded if the answer describes the concepts “Integrated 

Community Development” and “Asset-based Community Development”, outlines their aims and 

purpose, and explains the way in which they promote sustainable community development. You 

are also expected to follow the guidelines in Tutorial letter DVAALLD/301. 

 

60%-74%: In addition to the above, the arguments are logically structured and appropriate 

examples are used. 

 

75% and above: To obtain a distinction, the assignment should include all the above and, in 

addition, you should demonstrate the ability to add your own view. Your discussion should be 

on a level at which you can add value to what the authors in the prescribed readings say. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 4  

 

Question:  

 

Discuss how institutional settings in South Africa (both governmental and non-governmental) 

best help to achieve the goals of community development. 

 

Readings: 

 

 Study Guide: Learning unit 3 

 Readings in Community Development 2015, contributions by Nikkhah, H. A. and 

Redzuan, M. B. 2010, Gray, M. and Mubangizi 2009 and May, J. 2013. 

 

Assessment evidence: 

 

 Define community development.  

 Describe the institutions (government and non-government) involved in community 

development.  

 Outline the role played by the South African government in community development 

(local, provincial and national levels). Use section 3.1 of your study guide and May’s 

article for this. 
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 Discuss the Community Development Workers Programme (CDWP). Use the sections on 

the CDWP in the article by Gray and Mubangizi here. 

 Outline role played by non-governmental institutions in community development. Use the 

study guide section 3.2 and the short article by Nikkah and Redzuan for this. 

 Discuss which settings best help achieve community development goals. 

 

How to approach the question:  

 

In answering this question, you should first start by defining community development. Then 

move on to describe the institutions (government and non-government) involved in community 

development. With regard to the institutional settings, the governmental, non-governmental and 

community-based organisations are involved in community development. Government 

institutions at national, provincial and local/municipal levels are frequently the sites for 

community development initiatives. The relationship between the government and communities 

may be seen as a continuum from paternalism to partnership.  Government policies deal with 

social needs through mass programmes, national legislation, and through the programmes of 

the national departments and ministries. Such programmes deal with general national and 

structural issues such as poverty, unemployment, conditions of employment and poor formal 

education. These programmes include health provision, social grants, education and many 

others. 

 

You should try and make it clear that in South Africa community development has always been 

a broad, multidisciplinary activity practiced by a wide array of occupations, i.e. professionals 

(e.g. social workers) and non-professionals (e.g. health workers and agricultural extension 

officers), as well as  volunteers and unpaid  workers. In 2003 programme, Community 

Development Workers Programme (CDWP), was introduced by the president. The CDWs are 

employed by the Department of Provincial and Local Government (DPLG) and are based in 

local government offices to act as the link between the municipality and outlying townships, 

small towns and rural areas. However, this was a difficult programme from the start, being 

based in one department (DPLG), overseen by another (Department of Public Service and 

Administration) with yet another (municipalities) being the locus of their day-to-day activities, 

where the municipal manager would monitor their work and report to the DPLG on the 

programmes progress. 
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The non-governmental organisations (NGOs) involved in community development include 

international and transnational non-profit organisations, national voluntary, private sector and 

non-sectarian organisations involved in a wide variety of projects in education and training, 

humanitarian support and human rights watchdog activities.  There are two features that 

characterise the nature of NGOs: (a) the origin of most NGOs is rooted in humanitarian relief 

and welfare and (b) most NGOs purport to work with the poor and marginalised in society.   The 

community-based organisations (CBOs) seek to promote public good, encourage empowerment 

and participation to handle the structural roots of poverty. They work in a variety of fields such 

as education, health, the rights of people living disabilities, gender and other issues. They are 

owned and managed by members of the community with the primary focus on self-help 

activities. 

In conclusion, you should discuss which settings best help achieve community development 

goals. You can make use of your own examples to substantiate your argument for your choice. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50%-59%: A mark in this range is awarded if the answer describes the measures that the South 

African government introduced to promote community development, such as Community 

Development Workers Programme, as well as the roles government institutions, non-

governmental organisations and community-based organisations in promoting community 

development. You are also expected to follow the guidelines in Tutorial letter DVAALLD/301. 

 

60%-74%: In addition to the above, the arguments are logically structured and appropriate 

examples are used. 

 

75% and more: To obtain a distinction, the assignment should include all the above and, in 

addition, you should demonstrate the ability to add your own view. Your discussion should be 

on a level at which you can add value to what the authors in the prescribed readings say. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 5  

 

Question: 

 

Write an essay in which you discuss 

 how communities in the global South are responding to globalization 

 whether these responses are helpful for community development 
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Readings: 

 

 Study Guide: Learning unit 4. 

 Readings in Community Development 2015, contributions by Mosoetsa, S (2005), Arjun 

Appadurai (2011).  

 

Assessment evidence: 

 

 Define the concept of globalisation  

 Outline the history and processes of globalisation. Use sections 4.1 and 4.3 of your study 

guide here. 

 Discuss the responses to this by communities of the global South. For this use at least 

one (or for higher marks use both) of the articles by Mosoetsa and by Appadurai. 

 Discuss how these responses fit into community development. 

 

How to approach this question: 

 

You need to first go through your prescribed readings to form an understanding of the content, 

and then make notes of what information is relevant from the readings to answer the question. 

Remember, you may use additional sources, but should reference every source you use in your 

essay. Your assignment should begin with an introduction, which gives us an overview of the 

essay. It tells us what you are going to and how you are going to do it. Your essay should end 

with a conclusion where you summarise important/main points made in the essay as well as 

include your own viewpoint. 

 

The purpose of this part of the module is to introduce you to the historical context of community 

development and theories underpinning community development. The question also asks you 

discuss how colonial history and globalization have marginalised communities in the global 

South. To start your discussion on historical events and narratives of colonialization in the South 

try to integrate the overlapping points of different authors in a meaningful way. For instance 

Mosoetsa; writes about the legacies of apartheid, apartheid policies and changes in the global 

economy and political economies. In this context Mosoetsa portrays a South African community 

which is severely impoverished and socially subordinated, but which nonetheless constructs 

survival strategies. You have to focus on overlapping issues. 
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To start your discussion on the main features of globalisation, define globalisation and discuss 

issues of cultural change, migration, new forms of governance, new military patterns, changes 

in the global economy, and environmental change. Appadurai’s article also discusses issues of 

cosmopolitanism, which relates to issues of globalisation. Appadurai focuses on the surprising 

ways in which poor communities can use the current situation to their advantage. Study units 4 

in the study guide deal with the causes and dimensions of globalisation and the 

underdevelopment of African communities and colonisation and community development. 

Include a discussion on the contribution by Mosoetsa on this topic. In closing, you should make 

effort to indicate your views on whether the responses by communities in the global South are 

sufficient and relevant. You can use own examples or the prescribed articles to support your 

arguments. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50%-59%: you will give a basic understanding of the issues mentioned above. You will show an 

ability to use the correct reference technique in the essay and in the list of sources. You will also 

show a good understanding of the concepts of colonialism, globalisation and community 

development. 

 

60%-74%: you will do all of the above. In addition your argument will flow logically and be 

coherent. You will also give practical examples and show critical understanding of the concept 

of community development and the purposes of community development 

 

75% and more: To achieve a distinction you should include all of the above as well as provide a 

convincing argument that reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise 

ideas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 6  

 

Question: 

 

Discuss whether radical community development and development from below are necessary 

for community development. 
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Readings: 

 

 Study Guide: Learning unit 5 

 H. (2012), Etzo (2010), Nel, E., Hill, T. and Binns, T. (1997) 

 

Assessment evidence: 

 

 Explain what radical community development is. Use section 5.2 in your study guide  and 

Etzo’s article, at least the sections on the Soweto electricity Crisis Committee  and the 

conclusion. 

 Explain what development from below is.  Use section 5.3 in your study guide and the 

article by Nel, Hill and Bins, at least the last sections (from ‘the Hertzog local 

development initiative’). 

 Discuss whether we need radical community development and community development 

from below. 

 

How to approach this question: 

 

You need to first go through your prescribed readings to form an understanding of the content, 

and then make notes of what information is relevant from the readings to answer the question. 

Remember, you may use additional sources, but should reference every source you use in your 

essay. Your assignment should begin with an introduction, which gives us an overview of the 

essay. It tells us what you are going to and how you are going to do it. Your essay should end 

with a conclusion where you summarise important/main points made in the essay as well as 

include your own viewpoint. 

 

The purpose of this part of the module is to introduce the concept of radical community 

development and the purposes of community development. You must first define and describe 

radical community development. Radical community development consists of radical groups or 

movements often with political view of a community’s needs, and this result in street protests, 

boycotts and educational campaigns aimed at critique of global capitalism. Use examples of 

different radical groups to show whether radical community development is necessary in the 

current context. Using Etzo’s article, discuss whether the strategies of the Soweto Electricity 

Crisis Committee and Abahlali base mijondolo were necessary and productive. Further, the 

article by Nel, Hill and Binns discusses issues of development from below and self-reliant rural 
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development strategies. These strategies supposedly come out of the communities themselves 

without the mediation of radical activists. Are such strategies a dependable form of community 

development in the global South? Study units 5 in the study guide deals with the role and 

contributions of different radical movements in community development. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50%-59%:  you will give a basic understanding of the issues mentioned above. You will show 

an ability to use the correct reference technique in the essay and in the list of sources. You will 

also show a good understanding of the concepts of community development and radical 

community development.  

 

60%-74%: you will do all of the above. In addition your argument will flow logically and be 

coherent. You will also give practical examples and show critical understanding of the concept 

of community development and the purposes of community development and radical 

movements in community development. 

 

75% and more: To achieve a distinction you should include all of the above as well as provide 

a convincing argument that reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise 

ideas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 7  

 

Question: 

 

Outline the stages of community mobilization. Then discuss how they were followed in the case 

study by Von Holdt (2011). 

 

Readings:  

 

 Study Guide: Learning unit 6 

 Readings in Community Development (2015), contributions by Siebert, S., Michau, L. 

and Letiyo, E (2009), Von Holdt K. (2011).  
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Assessment evidence: 

 

 Define community mobilization. 

 Outline the stages of community mobilization. Use section 6.1 in the study guide and use 

the article by Siebert et al for more ideas. 

 Using Von Holdt’s article, discuss what the stages of community mobilization were in this 

particular case study.  

 

How to approach this question: 

 

The first part of the question relies on the provision of an outline of what community mobilization 

is (see Handout on pg 288 of prescribed reader). You are then required to present an outline 

(give main features/general principles) of various techniques of community mobilization (see the 

flow diagram and corresponding explanations on pg 67 of study guide). Firstly, you should start 

by defining the concept community mobilization. Secondly, you should outline the stages of 

community mobilization as found in section 6.1 in the study guide. You are also encourages to 

consult additional resources on stages of community mobilization. The stages as outlined in the 

study guide are: (a) making contact with the community; (b) building relationships; (c) working 

with different groups and interests; (d) negotiating and consensus building; (e) motivating 

collective action; and (f) monitoring and evaluation.  

 

In the second part of the question, you need to discuss how these steps were followed in the 

case study by von Holdt (2011). The case study is based on an illustration of community 

mobilization against xenophobic attacks on foreign nationals in the semi-formal settlement 

called Trouble in the Ekurhuleni metropolitan municipality in Gauteng. These attacks prompted 

mobilization by foreign nationals to protect themselves against the locals. Moreover, the local 

branches of the African National Congress (ANC) and Community Policing Forum (CPF) played 

a crucial role in organizing against xenophobic violence in the community. You need to outline 

how the community mobilization stages were followed in the case study. 

 

In addition, you can also present an example of community mobilization in your locality to show 

what some of the development issues around which you would mobilizing the community are. In 

doing this, you would have to highlight the applicable techniques from the flow diagram you 

explained earlier, and explain them in relation to your particular context. For instance, what 

would ‘making contact’ with community members in this particular context look like? How would 
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you go about building relationships or learning about already existing institutions? Continue to 

apply each technique (or whichever ones are necessary) to the particular context. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50%-59%: you must give a very basic outline of what community mobilization is, and the 

techniques involved. Show an adequate application to a particular context. 

 

60%-74%: do the above, and also that you have read and understood the prescribed literature, 

and can use this to substantiate an argument. 

 

75% and above: you must do all of the above but your assignment must reflect that you can 

think critically and insightfully about the application of these techniques to your context. Using 

the recommended material will contribute towards a higher mark. 

 

 


