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1 INTRODUCTION

Economic history is offered at Unisa as two independent modules:

ECS2608: Economic History of the World
ECS2609: Economic History of South Africa

The examination for ECS2609 is written during May/June in the 1st Semester and
October/November in the 2nd Semester.

Expressed very simply for the uninitiated, economic history is the study of people’s
past efforts to provide themselves with goods and services. Just as economics is es-
sentially the study of present attempts to solve the problem of scarce resources at a
theoretical and practical level, economic history is the study of how people actually
have coped with this problem up to now.

The main purpose for economists to study economic history is to provide them with a
bridge between present economic theory and past economic reality. In addition, eco-
nomic history can offer the economist a sense of the variety and flexibility of social ar-
rangements and thus a better chance of understanding the interaction of economic be-
haviour and other social institutions.

The discipline focuses on the economic condition of people at large. Therefore eco-
nomic history is more than just the study of rulers and politicians. It also concerns the
ordinary person – the worker, the farmer, the hunter, the inventor and the entrepreneur
– who contributed to the social and economic evolution of people.

Economic history is a modern social science closely linked to history, economics, soci-
ology, social anthropology, political science, business economics, international rela-
tions and psychology. Within economic history there are many fields of specialisation
that range from technological history to social history, from demographic history to
business history and from agricultural history to monetary history. As this is a one-se-
mester course primarily aimed at "educating" economists, you will be touching on most
of the facets of economic history without getting too involved in the intricacies of each
one.

1.1 Getting started

Because this is a fully online module, you will need to use myUNISA to study and com-
plete the learning activities for this course. You must visit the website for ECS2609 on
myUNISA frequently. The website is ECS2609-18-S1 in the first semester and
ECS2609-18-S2 in the second.

To find your study material online, go to the website at https://my.unisa.ac.za and log in
using your student number and password. You will see ECS2609-18-S1 or ECS2609-
18-S2 in the row of modules displayed in the orange blocks at the top of the webpage.
Select the More tab if you cannot find the module you require in the orange blocks.
Then click on the module you want to open.
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2 OVERVIEW OF ECS2609

This module is delivered online where your lecturer will interact with you using my-
UNISA and e-Mail. Peer group interaction via myUNISA is also encouraged.

2.1 Purpose

ECS2609 will enable students to critically assess the development of the South African
economy since earliest times.

The studying of economic history involves the critical assessment, quantification
and interpretation of historical and economic facts. It is not simply the assembling of
facts and figures from the past. However, whenever possible, changes through time
must be measured as precisely as possible. Quantification is an essential technique for
the economic historian. But, it is necessary to take heed of D.C.M. Platt’s astute obser-
vation about the economic historian and quantification:1

I am not alone in wondering whether our students these days, in eco-
nomic history, are not poor economists in pursuit of what they may be-
lieve to be a soft option, rather than the better class of historian at-
tracted by the obvious conclusion that history cannot easily be studied
in almost any of its manifestations, without numbers.

The Nobel prizewinning economist R.M. Solow2 has also expressed reservations
about current trends in economics and economic history. He takes the trend among
some economists to an extreme to make his point when he notes that modern econo-
mists proceed as if economics is the physics of society and that there is a single uni-
versally valid model of the world. It only needs to be applied. You could for example,
he says, transport a modern economist in a time machine to any time and place, along
with their personal computer, and they could get to work without even bothering to ask
what time and which place. In a little while, our economist will have maximised a famil-
iar-looking present-value integral, made a few familiar log-linear approximations and
run the obligatory familiar regression. With a little judicious selection they would be
able to prove or refute just about anything. Thus Solow rather scathingly suspects that
"we are at the point where economics has nothing to learn from economic history but
the bad habits it has taught to economic history". If you believe, as some economists
appear to do, that economics is a hard science and not a social one, the only differ-
ence between economics and economic history is the source of the data. In this
scheme of things Solow believes that an economic historian is merely an economist
with a high tolerance for dust.

The economic historian must not merely worship at the temple of quantities. They must
also interpret and explain the past that they have so painstakingly attempted to quanti-
fy. They must question why changes occurred. They must assess the relationship be-
tween economic and non-economic factors. The objective of a systematic and empiri-
cal inquiry into the economic and social problems of history is to assist us in gaining a
better understanding of the complexities of the contemporary world. An economist with
a grounding in economic history is better equipped to make informed judgements and

1. D.C.M. Platt, "The problem of numbers: the stock of British investment abroad on 4 August 1914", South
African Journal of Economic History, 2(1), March 1987, p. 4.

2. R.M. Solow, "Economic history and economics", AEA Papers and Proceedings, 75(2), May 1985, pp. 328-31.
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find solutions to modern economic problems. It is better to make a judgement based on
the experience of all people than to make one based on your own inevitably limited
personal experience.

Although preoccupied with economics and using many of the tools provided by the
economist, fundamentally the economic historian is not an economist analysing the
past. They have to have the ability to imagine how things might have been before they
became as they now are. Economic history is a discipline in its own right. In Britain, for
example, it is an established school subject and more popular than ordinary history. In
Western Europe and Japan it is also well organised and expanding. Economic history,
as the name suggests, borrows from both economics and history. Thus the economist
studying economic history should be aware of what history and the historian are all
about.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines history as the "continuous methodical record
of important or public events..." or the "whole train of events connected with nation,
person, thing, etc." Historian is described as the "writer of history (esp. critical analyst,
as opp. to mere annalist or compiler)". This last statement gets down to the root of the
whole concept of history. It is more than just the recording of past events. In essence
history is the interpretation of the past according to some form of laid-down standard.

Fortunately the historian’s task is made simpler by the fact that past events are finite –
they cannot reoccur or change. This does not mean, for example, that Halley’s Comet
will not return – it simply means that it will not reappear in 1066, ..., 1910 or 1986.
However, the difficulty is that our knowledge of these past and finite events can, and
does, change. This knowledge is progressive because it is constantly evolving as inter-
pretations proliferate. At the same time it should be remembered that the latest inter-
pretation is not necessarily the best.

It should also be borne in mind that there can be no entirely objective history. All
known facts have been recorded by someone who had their own pet likes and dislikes.
There are as many versions of an event as there were people who witnessed it. Each
person sees an event in terms of their own experience.

A good example of this was a strike at a South African supermarket chain in 1983. It all
stemmed from a poster in a store manager’s office. The trade union involved produced
the following statements from striking workers:

Witness 1: I saw a paper on the board next to the desk. The poster shows a black
man and a white man and the writing says blacks will be slaves.

Witness 2: I saw a cartoon of a black man with a... pushcart. The cartoon said whites
won’t be fired, blacks will remain slaves.

Witness 3: I saw a picture of a black man, fat and bent.

Witness 4: I saw a picture that whites won’t be fired. The man is standing in an awk-
ward position and he is a black person.

The actual poster, later published in a Sunday newspaper, shows a frustrated white
man, dressed in black, standing on a cluttered desk shouting:
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They can’t fire us! Slaves have to be sold!

The above example graphically demonstrates the subjectivity of interpretation. In reali-
ty there can only be a greater or lesser distortion of the facts. It is important that you be
aware that everything you view is relative to your own preconceptions and place in
time. The moral of the story is that there is no definitive history of anything and there-
fore no right or wrong history. There are, however, numerous interpretations of histori-
cal facts depending on the historian’s bias.

The historian, as well as the economic historian, must have some form of organising
principle to enable him to make sense of a mass of seemingly disconnected informa-
tion. Therefore history is essentially the balancing of theory against facts. Theories
should not ignore the facts. But, at the same time, facts should not be carefully select-
ed to support a theory. The one should influence the other. Theories, however, can be
taken too far. It is best to take heed of H.A.L. Fisher’s famous words in the introduction
to his celebrated history of Europe:3

Men wiser and more learned than I have discerned in history a plot, a
rhythm, a predetermined pattern. These harmonies are concealed
from me. I can see only one emergency following on another.

The American art historian, Bernard Berenson, put it more simply when he observed:4

"History is an art which must not neglect the known facts." Needless to say, accuracy
of facts is a necessary condition for the historian but it is not their essential function in
life. Accuracy is a duty and not a virtue.

In reality the historian is merely an informed interpreter, and history is a "series of ac-
cepted judgements" made by others. As an aspirant economic historian doing a one
semester course, you are by necessity restricted to facts made significant by others’ in-
terpretation. But any conclusion you might make will be influenced by your own bias.
However, remember that, in the words of Simon & Garfunkel, "a man hears what he
wants to hear and disregards the rest".

Conflicting opinions
An important point to remember as an economic historian is that an opinion that con-
flicts with yours is not necessarily wrong – it is merely seeing the same thing from a dif-
ferent viewpoint. The following anecdote clearly illustrates this point.

An American "student of life" was convicted of possessing dagga a few years ago in
the Port Elizabeth magistrate’s court. The reason he gave for indulging in the dreaded
weed was that it expanded his intellectual processes. His explanation was along the
following lines:

If you climbed the Carlton Centre and looked down on Johannesburg
you would have one perspective or view of the city. However, if you
went up the Hillbrow tower, you would have a totally different view and
would in fact be able to see some things hidden to you from the top of

3. H.A.L. Fisher, A history of Europe, 1, London, 1934, p. vii.
4. J.M. Cohen & M.J. Cohen, The Penguin dictionary of modern quotations, Harmondsworth, 1971, p. 20.
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the Carlton. Having seen both, you would have a better idea of Johan-
nesburg’s layout than if you had only seen it from one of the vantage
points. Similarly, our student reckoned that, by smoking dagga, he
was able to get another perspective on life. Thus he had a better un-
derstanding of things when he came back down to earth. The com-
bined experience, he felt, made him better equipped for life.

Unfortunately the magistrate was not impressed with this astounding piece of logic and
he handed down a suspended sentence.

The economic historian must not just simply write off an opinion merely because they
do not approve of the writer’s school of thought. By studying opposing points of view,
you can broaden your own understanding of anything. You cannot afford to be so arro-
gant as to ignore another’s opinion merely because it is contrary to yours.

In a nutshell, economic history is an attempt to establish some valid sequence of hu-
man behaviour. It is not the economic historian’s task to presuppose anything. They
are a "prophet in reverse" and "history is the court of judgement".

Despite this, many people are cynical about the validity of studying history. Henry Ford,
the father of the modern production line, was convinced that history was "bunk", de-
spite the fact that his innovation in the motor industry was merely an adaptation of a
technique already used in assembling guns, sewing machines and bicycles. Another
sceptic of the studying of history, G.W. Hegel, noted:5 "What experience and history
teach us is this – that people and government never have learnt anything from history,
or act on principles deduced from it".

This last statement is not strictly true as the judicial system depends heavily on prece-
dent to operate. But on the other hand, Hitler made the same mistake as Napoleon
when he invaded Russia – once again General Winter gained victory for the Russians.

Another point to remember is: do not let someone’s reputation overawe you. Every-
body makes mistakes. Sometimes these mistakes are unknowingly perpetuated by
others using a mistaken historian as a source for their own research because they did
not have the time to check the original material themselves.

2.2 Outcomes

You will be able to critically assess, quantify and interpret the historical and economic
facts behind the development of South African economy since earliest times.

The objective of a systematic and empirical inquiry into the economic and social prob-
lems of history is to assist you in gaining a better understanding of the complexities of
the contemporary world.

3 LECTURERS AND CONTACT DETAILS

3.1 Lecturer

If you have a query specific to economic history, contact J. Inggs:

5. J.M. Cohen & M.J. Cohen, The Penguin dictionary of quotations, Harmondsworth, 1960, p. 185.
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by e-Mail at: inggsej@unisa.ac.za.
or telephone at: (012)433-4626

(mornings best)

Always include your student number in your e-Mail and have it at hand when phoning.

3.2 Department

The Department of Economics has moved off the main Muckleneuck Campus to: Club
One Building, Corner of Dely Road and Pinaster Avenue, Hazelwood, Pretoria.

See the Department of Economics’ general Tutorial Letter 301 for departmental contact
details.

3.3 University

The brochure Study @ Unisa contains information on how to contact the university
about anything not related to the content of this module. For example: who you can
write to for different queries, important SMS, telephone and fax numbers as well as ad-
dresses and the times Unisa facilities are open.

Always have your student number at hand when you contact the university.

4 RESOURCES

4.1 Joining myUNISA

The myUNISA learning management system is the University’s online campus that will
help you communicate with your lecturer, with other students and with the administra-
tive departments at Unisa.

You can start at the main Unisa website at https://my.unisa.ac.za and then click on the
myUNISA orange block. This will take you to the myUNISA website.

To open the myUNISA website directly, go to https://my.unisa.ac.za. Click on the
Claim UNISA Login on the right-hand side of the screen. You will then be prompted to
give your student number to claim your initial myUNISA details and your myLIFE e-Mail
login details.

For more information on myUNISA, consult the brochure Study @ Unisa, which you re-
ceived with your printed study material.

4.2 Other resources - printed support material

You are provided with some of the study material in printed format. This will allow you
to read the study material even if you are not online.

The printed study material will be sent to you at the beginning of the semester, but you
do not have to wait for it before you start studying. You can go online as soon as you
have registered and find all your study material there.



9 ECS2609/101/3/2018

The printed material sent to you is an offline copy of the formal content for the online
module. Having an offline copy will enable you to study WITHOUT having to use the
internet. It will save you time and money, and you will be able to read and re-read the
material and start doing the assignments.

It is very important that you log in to myUNISA regularly. You are recommended to log
in at least once a week or every 10 days to do the following:

■ Check for new announcements. You can also set your myLIFE e-Mail account to
receive the announcement e-Mails on your cellphone.

■ Consult the Discussion Forum activities.
■ Do any other online activities.

Hopefully the extra ways to study the material will help you with the online module.

Remember, the printed support material is back-up material for everything that is found
online on myUNISA. It does not contain any extra information. In other words, do NOT
wait for the printed support material to arrive before you start studying.

4.2.1 Printed study material

You will receive the following printed study material:

■ One Tutorial letter (ECS2609/101) – this one, which is also available online via
myUNISA.

■ One Study guide (ECS2609/1/18-20) – it replaces a prescribed textbook and is also
available online.

4.2.2 Prescribed textbook

There is no prescribed book for this module.

4.2.3 Recommended books

Students are encouraged to read as widely as possible. This means that they should
consult as many other sources as possible. The prescribed reading is only intended to
be a starting point for your research – not the sum total.

The following books are recommended as supplementary reading:

Book number Author Title
330.968 COLE F.L. COLEMAN (ed) Economic history of South Africa

Haum, Pretoria, 1983, 277 pp
968 DAVE T.R.H. South Africa: a modern history

DAVENPORT Macmillan, Johannesburg, 1987, 692 pp
(The 2000 5th edition, the 1991 4th edition
or the 1977 2nd edition will do if the 1987
3rd edition is unavailable.)

968 DEKI C.W. DE KIEWIET A history of South Africa, social and
economic
Oxford University Press, Cape Town, 1978,
282 pp (An unchanged reprint of the 1941
edition, therefore not up to date but of
brilliant and stimulating style.)
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330.968 FEIN C.H. FEINSTEIN An economic history of South Africa:
conquest, discrimination
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
2005, 293 pp

330.968 JONE S. JONES & The South African economy, 1910-90
A. MÜLLER Macmillan, Basingstoke, 1992, 380 pp

968 WILS F. WILSON Dinosaurs, diamonds and democracy: A
short, short history of South Africa
Umuzi, Cape Town, 2010, 128 pp
Updated 2nd edition

Useful short surveys are:

330.968 ARKI M. ARKIN South African economic development
SABC, Johannesburg, 1966, 62 pp

968 OXFO M. WILSON & The Oxford history of South Africa, 2
L. THOMPSON Oxford University Press, London, 1975 (Ch
(eds) 1: "Economic development, 1865-1965",

48 pp. Note that this book is also
recommended for other courses.)

When requesting recommended books from the Library, please supply the full book
number. Books are supplied subject to availability.

4.3 Library services and resource information

For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies.

For detailed information, go to the Unisa website at http://www.unisa.ac.za/ and click
on Library.

For research support and the services of personal librarians, go to
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=7102.

The Library has compiled several library guides:

■ finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad

■ requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
■ finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in research –

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/research_skills
■ contacting the Library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions –

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask

5 HOW TO STUDY ONLINE

5.1 What does it mean to study fully online?

Studying fully online modules differ completely from the study modes used for some of
your other modules at Unisa.
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■ All your study material and learning activities are delivered online on
myUNISA. Although your are given a printed copy to support your studies, the mod-
ule is designed to be delivered online.

■ All of your assignments must be submitted online. This means that you submit
all your assignments on myUNISA. However, those of you without an internet con-
nection may still post your assignments to Unisa using the South African Post Office
but delivery is not guaranteed.

■ All communication between you and the University happens online. Your lec-
turer will communicate to you by e-Mail and using the myUNISA Announcements
and Discussion Forum tools. You can contact your lecturer using e-Mail and the
course’s Discussion Forum.

5.2 The myUNISA tools you will use

This module makes use of the following myUNISA tools:

Assignments: This module primarily makes use of written assignments for assess-
ment. You have to write these assignments in a Word document and submit them on-
line using the Assignments tool on myUNISA. If you don’t use Word, you must con-
vert your document to a PDF file and submit it in the same way online.

Discussions: This is the place where the online discussion forums take place and
where you can share your ideas and insights with other students doing the course.

6 ASSESSMENT

6.1 Assessment plan

An integrated assessment system is used for this module. This means that your final
mark is based not only on your examination mark, but also on your performance during
the semester.

Assignments do not only provide you with an opportunity to evaluate your understand-
ing of the prescribed material (or to give you feedback on your readiness for the exami-
nation) but also make a contribution to your semester mark.

6.2 Year mark and final examination

Your final mark will be calculated as follows:

Semester mark
Assignment 1 contributes 8% to the final mark.
Assignment 2 contributes 12% to the final mark.

Examination mark
The examination contributes 80% to the final mark.

Final mark
(Assignment 1 mark x 8%) + (Assignment 2 mark x 12%) + (Examination mark x 80%)
= final mark.
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For example: If you got 50 for Assignment 1, 50 for Assignment 2 and 50 in the exami-
nation, the final mark is: 4+6+40 = 50.

You must have a final mark of 50 or more to pass this module.

7 MODULE SPECIFIC STUDY PLAN

Use your my Studies @ Unisa brochure for general time management and planning
skills.

You are expected to organise your study programme so that you can pay continuous
attention to the course.

Be warned that the semester is very short. So you must start working immediately af-
ter registering. As a general guideline, you should spend a minimum of 120 hours
studying for this module. This includes the time you work through the tutorial material,
as well as the time you spend doing assignments and preparing for the examination.

7.1 Assignments

7.1.1 Writing an economic history assignment

In this economic history course you are tested by means of essay-type questions in
both the assignments and examinations. Therefore it is important that you are familiar
with the necessary technique of essay writing. The assignment essay is obviously far
more detailed than one you would be expected to write in the exams. An assignment is
the only opportunity before the final exam that you will ever have of gauging your skills
in economic history. It is prepared in your own time and your performance depends on
yourself. The more assignments you submit the better you will be able to know how
your capabilities rate in the eyes of your examiners. Each assignment is marked and
returned to you with the marker’s comments. In this way you soon discover your
strengths and weaknesses.

7.1.2 Purpose of an assignment

The assignment topic provides you with the opportunity to study a specific subject in
depth. You are expected to research the subject by reading as widely as possible,
drawing on the prescribed book and tutorial material in the first instance, and, wherever
possible, going beyond them to additional books and articles you have found for your-
self. The writing of the assignment tests your ability to:

(1) Draw together information, ideas and interpretations found in your reading.
(2) Assess and assimilate this reading into a coherent answer to the question.

Your assignment must not simply describe or list facts, or, make vague and unjustified
assumptions. It must show that you have used the relevant facts to develop an argu-
ment or theme. The final product should show how well you have understood the topic
and how original your approach has been.

Students, however, are encouraged to read as widely as possible. This means that
they should consult as many other sources as possible. The prescribed reading is only
intended to be a starting point for your research – not the sum total.



13 ECS2609/101/3/2018

7.1.3 Plagiarism6

If you have merely copied, summarised or paraphrased one or two references you
have not written an essay. No one book will give you a complete answer to an assign-
ment topic. It is equally unacceptable to string together a series of sentences from se-
lected pages from a variety of books. The incorporation of chunks of your reading ver-
batim is not acceptable and constitutes plagiarism. You will learn nothing in the pro-
cess and you are wasting your own time. The essay is not only an important teaching
method because it results in a mark being given, it is also important because it is part
of a broader educational process. The more work and effort you devote to the task, the
more you will benefit from the exercise.

WARNING: Plagiarised essays will be returned unmarked.
You will only have wasted your own time.

7.1.4 Assignment length

Your assignment essay should be between 2 000 and 2 500 words long (8-10 pages).
It is best that your essay falls within this given length because there is an art in devel-
oping and concluding an argument within a given word limit. Thus irrelevant informa-
tion should be avoided because you cannot afford to stray from the topic. Never "pad
out" an essay to make up the required number of words.

7.1.5 Preparing an assignment

(1) How to choose the subject: There is no hard-and-fast rule on how to choose a
subject. For both the economic history papers you have two topics to choose from
for each of the two assignments. It is best to choose the one (or ones) that you
find personally interesting. Take into account whether the topic covers a broad or
limited field. Check the availability of sources and see whether there is scope for
originality. Always bear in mind the length limit when considering the above fac-
tors. Once you have selected a topic, stick with it. Do not drop it just because it re-
quires more work than you expected.

(2) How to assemble the sources: Sources include all relevant books, periodicals,
theses, reports, lecture notes, maps, plans, journals, newspapers, recordings,
films and personal interviews. Draw up a preliminary list by looking at the bibliog-
raphies in the relevant study guides, textbooks, journals listing abstracts, library
catalogues, etc.

(3) How to plan the essay:

(a) Think about the topic and consider precisely what it is all about. How does the
topic relate to the textbook and tutorial material? Why was this particular ques-
tion posed? Consider the range of possible interpretations. Remember that
assignment topics are not necessarily in the form of a direct question. You can
be asked to comment on a statement or opinion which may or may not be cor-
rect. It is up to you to assess its accuracy and argue a case.

6. The Disciplinary code for students (2004) is given to all students at registration. Students are advised to study
the code, especially sections 2.1.13 and 2.1.4, pp 3-4. Kindly read the university’s policy on copyright
infringement and plagiarism as well.
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(b) The subject of any essay must be broken down into its component parts. Draw
up a tentative plan for your essay which can be revised subsequently. Look
at the relevant questions involved and isolate the issues. This is best done by
reading a general account if there is one available – usually your prescribed
textbook or study guides. Encyclopaedias are also a useful beginning – but be
warned that most encyclopaedias are superficial, outdated and written for the
ordinary person. Your plan will develop further as reading progresses.

(c) Once you have gained a broad background to the subject and outlined a ten-
tative line of attack, start your detailed reading and research. There is an art in
making the best use of books and economising on your time. Learn to use the
contents page and the index in each book you consult to look for relevant is-
sues. Skim through chapters and then retrace your steps to study selected
parts in detail. Do not try to read everything from cover to cover. It is a waste
of time to make verbatim notes. Summarise and make point-form notes only
on relevant sections.

(d) Keep asking yourself:
■ In what way does the author suggest a clear argument?
■ Do I agree or disagree with this interpretation?
■ How does this interpretation differ from other viewpoints?
■ Does this line of reasoning suggest new ideas to me?
■ How can this aspect contribute to my own argument and does it lead me to

adjust my own framework?

(e) Revise your plan and think about the structure of your written work. Your
framework should cover the major issues in a clear order and should take ac-
count of all your reading, the various interpretations and your own ideas on
the subject. Discard all irrelevant points.

(f) Once you have worked out a final plan, start writing – do not procrastinate.
Starting to write is always the most difficult part of an assignment.

7.1.6 Writing the assignment

There is no model answer to an economic history essay. There are as many possible
answers as there are people writing the assignment. You must develop your own style,
approach and feel for the topic. An essay worthy of a distinction contains logic, the de-
velopment of an argument, valid criticism, a comprehensive survey of the relevant is-
sues and originality. Style, presentation, grammar and spelling are all important.

As obvious as it may sound, each essay must possess an introduction, a body of ar-
gument and evidence, a conclusion and a bibliography. Appendices are optional
and should only be used when relevant. Footnotes must be used where applicable.
Your thoughts should be ordered in clear paragraphs. Each new paragraph should rep-
resent a specific theme. There must be a logical connection between paragraphs. One
sentence does not constitute a paragraph – nor do several uninterrupted pages cover-
ing a host of stray ideas. It is worthwhile reading a guide to good writing such as:

■ Rudolph Flesch, The art of plain talk, New York, 1951
■ Ernest Gowers, The complete plain words, Harmondsworth, 1967
■ William Strunk, The elements of style, New York, 1972
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A dictionary and a thesaurus are also invaluable to the writer.

(1) The question: You must put the complete wording of the question at the top of
the first page of your essay. This is, however, not required for your examination
answers where you only need to use the question number.

(2) Introduction: The introduction should indicate your understanding of the topic
and should indicate the key themes of your essay. An introductory paragraph
which merely paraphrases the assignment title is of no use to anybody. Do not
write in the first person. It is customary to write in the more impersonal third per-
son.

(3) Body: The body of the essay should take the reader through the main arguments
and themes of your essay. Briefly define the terms and concepts you use, as this
will indicate your understanding of the main issues. But do not get sidetracked
into a long discourse on basic definitions.

Make full use of statistics and data to illustrate your arguments. Do not, however,
expect the figures to do the explaining for you. You must interpret the statistics
you use and point out their significance.

Do not make vague and unsupported assertions. Use relevant and detailed evi-
dence to back up your assertions. Be careful of the direction of causal relation-
ships when you draw your conclusions.

If you feel that the length restriction limits comprehensiveness, then indicate that
you recognise a number of other approaches or facts but that you lack the time
and space to discuss them.

Make correct use of relative and absolute change – remember that in economic
history it is vital to show change through time so that you cannot assume a static
situation. For this reason it is important to place your facts and assertions within a
time frame.

Be succinct, concise and get to the point in each paragraph. Essays that are too
short and those that are over-long will be penalised.

Place all quotations in quotes and acknowledge their source.

(4) Conclusion: Your conclusion should relate to your introduction and must draw
your whole argument together. Major issues, including unanswered problems,
should be indicated.

(5) Bibliography: Include a full bibliography in alphabetical order of all the works that
you have consulted at the end of your essay. Do not list books that you have nev-
er seen, because this fools nobody, especially yourself. Use the following format:

Books:
Harte, E.N. (ed) The study of economic history, London, 1971
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Articles:
Platt, D.C.M. "The problem of numbers: the stock of British investment abroad

on 4 August 1914", SA Journal of Economic History, 2(1), 1987

Internet:
"Economic History of Europe", http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_economic_
history_of_Europe [Accessed on 3 August 2015]

The bibliography may be subdivided (if applicable) into published and unpublished
material, personal communications, oral evidence, etc. Each subdivision should
be presented alphabetically.

(6) Appendices: These (if any) are placed after the bibliography. An appendix con-
tains relevant supplementary (but not vital) information on the topic which will sup-
port your argument. An appendix may contain text, tables, diagrams and illustra-
tions.

(7) Footnotes: Use footnotes for all quotations, statistics and borrowed ideas or
opinions. Footnotes can also refer the reader to other parts of the essay. Foot-
notes may be either at the foot of the page or at the end of the essay. All direct
quotations should be acknowledged and distinguished from the body of the essay.
The purpose of a quote is to provide evidence for an argument or to emphasise a
particular point of view. Quotations should be apt and to the point and not used to
fill space. They must be placed within inverted commas or an indented paragraph.
The source must be cited in a footnote. Give the author, the title and page refer-
ence.

Most economic historians do not use the Harvard System of footnoting used in
economics. Thus in your economic history reading you will come across abbrevia-
tions from Latin in most footnotes. The common ones are:

ibid ibidem = in the same place, ie for consecutive quotations from the same
source

op cit opus citatum = the work cited, ie if another page of a work quoted earlier
is cited

loc cit loco citato = in the place quoted, ie if the same page is being cited as in
an earlier footnote (not used in more modern works because an op cit
without a page reference means the same thing)

These three abbreviations are used instead of repeating the full particulars of
books and articles which have already been mentioned in previous footnotes. The
first two can be used with page references if necessary:

ie Ibid, p. 33
Surname, op cit, p. 44

Unless you have your own style of footnoting, use these abbreviations in your
footnotes because they save you writing out the full details of the works you have
consulted every time you cite them.
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A Latin word often used in direct quotations is:

sic = thus used, ie used to confirm or call attention to the form of quoted
words. This is to emphasise the fact that the original source has been
faithfully reproduced

NB: To save a lot of unnecessary footnoting, students do not have to foot-
note points covered in the textbook or study material. Students are free
to use the system of footnoting they prefer, as long as it is clear to the
marker how it works.

7.1.7 Assessing an essay

Because there is no single model answer to an assignment or exam question, the ex-
perienced marker has to apply specific criteria in judging an essay. These criteria are:

■ Scope of content: Is the essay relevant to the topic and is it comprehensive in its
coverage?

■ Validity of content: Does the essay make sense and has a logical and clear line of
argument been developed? Is there evidence that the topic has been understood
and is there coherence in the argument used? Have causal relationships been cor-
rectly assessed?

■ Organisation of the essay: Is there a logical progression through all the para-
graphs from a clear introduction to a concise conclusion? Is the material well or-
dered? Is there repetition? Has the student followed a plan or framework?

■ Consultation of references: To what extent have works of reference been used?
How successfully have these references been used? How balanced has been the
selection of references? Has the student looked for further references?

■ Presentation of evidence: Has the student attempted to find evidence to support
the arguments used? Has contradictory evidence been ignored and evidence selec-
tively used?

■ Critical approach and relative originality: Has the student attempted to be critical
in their approach or their conceptual framework? Is there an attempt to challenge the
accepted interpretations? To what extent do new ideas emerge and to what extent
has the student developed their own interpretation of the material?

At second-year level you are not expected to do critical primary research on original
documents, but you are expected to think critically about secondary sources and
show an ability to argue about key issues.

■ Balance: Is the essay well balanced? Has too much attention been paid to one as-
pect at the expense of equally important issues? Has a certain vital issue been ne-
glected or ignored?

Quite often students’ essays lack a sense of proportion and trivial details are given
the same importance as more weighty issues. Students must be able to see the
wood for the trees.
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■ Style, readability and clarity: Does the essay flow easily? Is the essay written in
precise, clear, simple language? Is the material clearly presented?

■ Statistics, maps and diagrams: To what extent has relevant material of this type
been used? How effectively has it been related back to the topic? Do the statistics
constitute hard evidence in support of an argument, or are they decorative and irrel-
evant?

■ Bibliography, referencing and length: Does the essay conform to the expected
conventions?

7.1.8 Requirements for categories of passes

75%+ Logical and well-balanced argument sustained throughout the essay which is
supported at every point by relevant evidence and useful statistics and dia-
grams where needed. Signs of a comprehensive coverage of the literature
which has been studied and assessed critically by the student so that some
new ideas emerge. The essay is well organised and the style conveys pre-
cisely what the student is trying to say. Will hold the marker’s interest even if
100 others on the same topic have just been read.

70-74% Often resembles 75%+ but lacks critical originality and/or new ideas. It may
also handle the evidence less confidently. Must have a good argument, satis-
factory coverage of sources and evidence must be introduced. Information is
accurate, precise and to the point.

60-69% This will be a competent essay with an adequate coverage of sources and
the main issues. But it is not comprehensive, and evidence is not presented
throughout. It lacks balance and is not critical enough, indicating a lack of
precision. Interpretations are conventional, or, if the interpretation is good,
the argument is not sustained. A good style, intelligible and clear organisa-
tion of the material.

50-59% This is an adequate essay with the minimum use of sources, or if the reading
is wide, the material has not been understood and many irrelevancies have
been introduced. Argument is not sustained and evidence is thin. Poor plan-
ning, repetition and back-tracking is evident to the marker. Causal relation-
ships are inaccurate and paragraph linkages are weak or nonexistent. The
essay lacks balance and the main issues have not been thought through
properly. No critical analysis. There are some serious omissions. Style is in-
adequate and paragraphs are either single sentences or ramble on without a
theme. Often too many vague assertions and generalisations are made with-
out being supported by any evidence.

Fail This type of essay does not come up to the standard required for a university
essay. It fails to cover the topic and the main issue has been misunderstood.
Much of what is written is irrelevant or copied. There is no coherent argu-
ment and there is an inadequate range of sources. No evidence is used to
support assertions and there is an obvious lack of planning. Style, grammar
and presentation are poor. Some essays show no evidence of effort, while
others show misdirected efforts. At worst this type of essay is lifted from one
or two books.



19 ECS2609/101/3/2018

7.2 Submitting assignments

7.2.1 General assignment numbers

There are only two assignments: Assignment 1 and Assignment 2.

7.2.2 Unique assignment numbers

Each assignment has a unique number which you must put on the cover of your as-
signment when submitting it.

For each assignment’s unique number, see the list of questions in Section 7.2.4
which starts on page 20.

7.2.3 Assignment due dates

You are expected to organise your study programme so that you can pay continuous
attention to the course.

The due dates for the two assignments are:

1st Semester 2nd Semester

  Assignment 1 19th February 13th August

  Assignment 2 26th March 10th September

Take note of the following:

■ You must submit at least one of the assignments be allowed to write the examina-
tion.

■ You may submit assignments at any time before the due date. They will, however,
only be returned after the due date.

■ Assignments received after the due date will not be marked. Generally no exten-
sions will be given for any assignments.

■ The following must appear at the top of the first page of your assignments:
name, address, student number, course and unique number.

If this information is omitted, the marking might be considerably delayed. All pages
must be numbered and the whole assignment firmly stapled together. Make sure
the staple is on the mark provided at the top left-hand corner of the Unisa cover. As-
signments stapled in any other place will be penalised.

■ Start the assignment with the complete wording of the question. Give each assign-
ment the same number as it is given in this tutorial letter and not your own num-
ber.

■ A right margin of 5,5cm must be left for the marker’s comments
– if you don’t leave a wide enough right margin, marks will be de-
ducted.
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7.2.4 Assignment questions

Assignment 1
Due date: 19th February 2018 – 1st Semester – Unique number 823304

13th August 2018 – 2nd Semester – Unique number 752922

Assess the nature and extent of trade in southern Africa up to 1910.

OR

How successful were the steps taken by the British administration to improve the lot of
the Cape and its people and set the colony on the road to economic prosperity
between 1806 and 1836?

Assignment 2
Due date: 26th March 2018 – 1st Semester – Unique number 855265

10th September 2018 – 2nd Semester – Unique number 644837

Discuss developments in South African agriculture up to 1960.

OR

Look at the circumstances which affected the development of the manu-
facturing industry in South Africa.

Keep a copy of your submitted assignments in case there is an admission to the
exam problem.

Although no model answers of completed assignments will be provided, essays will be
returned with relevant comments from the marker.

7.3 Examinations

Students registered for this course will only be admitted to the examination if they sub-
mit one of the assignments. Students should do both assignments if they want to see
how they measure up to the expected standard before attempting to write the exam.

Keep a copy of your submitted assignments in case there is an admission to the
exam problem.

In the exams your essays must be about 1 000 words long (about 3-4 pages depend-
ing on the size of your handwriting).

For general examination and examination preparation guidelines, refer to the Study @
Unisa brochure.

7.3.1 Examination period

The examination for this module is written during May/June in the 1st Semester and
October/November in the 2nd Semester. It is a two hour exam.
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7.3.2 Examination paper

In the exam you must answer three of the six essay-type questions.

Your exam essays must be about 1 000 words long (±3-4 pages depending on the
size of your handwriting).

Time is precious during the exams – do not squander it. You have two hours to an-
swer three questions. Therefore you are advised to spend no more than 40 minutes
on a question. When the 40 minutes is up, immediately start your next answer. It is bet-
ter to answer three questions not so well than it is to answer one brilliantly, rush
through the second and not get around to the last one at all.

When you have finished writing the exam you must enter the numbers of the ques-
tions you have answered on the cover of the exam book. If you don’t do this, you will
annoy the marker and negatively affect that first impression of you.

7.3.3 Previous examination papers

Previous examination questions for the past few years of this course are available on
myUNISA. Give special attention to the questions that cover the current assignment
topics.

8 CONCLUSION

You are expected to concentrate on the broad trends and important currents in eco-
nomic history. Therefore you need not learn dates and statistical figures by heart. But
you ought to know the dates separating the main periods of world history.

Any good encyclopaedia can help you to supplement your knowledge on important
events in political and cultural history. There are thorough and concise articles in most
reputable encyclopaedias on the most important phenomena in the economic history of
the world, such as: mercantilism, colonialism, imperialism, capitalism, socialism, car-
tels, pioneer frontier, gold standard, industrial revolution, economic system, etc. Rec-
ommended encyclopaedias include: The international encyclopaedia of the social sci-
ences, Encyclopaedia Britannica and Chambers’ encyclopaedia. There are many other
works of reference available on the Internet and in most public libraries.

The field of study is very broad and this means that you must have a considerable
knowledge of history, including political and cultural history. Thus you should read
widely and use the recommended publications. It is suggested that you complete as
many assignments as you can.

Assignments must be 8-10 pages long. In the exams, depending on the size of your
handwriting, about 3-4 pages (±1 000 words) per question are expected.

Although you have to begin assignments with the complete wording of the question,
this is unnecessary in your examination answers. The question number alone will do.

You must use a right margin of 5,5cm in your assignment essay for
the marker’s comments – if you don’t leave a wide enough right
margin, marks will be deducted.
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In both the assignments and the exams you should use headings and subheadings
to divide your essay into logical units. In addition, each paragraph should represent a
specific theme and there must be a logical connection between paragraphs.

In the exam three of the six questions must be answered. They are all essay-type
questions.

Time is precious during the exams – do not squander it. You have two hours to an-
swer three questions. Therefore you are advised to spend no more than 40 minutes
on a question. When the 40 minutes is up, immediately start your next answer. It is bet-
ter to answer three questions not so well than it is to answer one brilliantly, rush
through the second and not get around to the last one at all.

When you have finished writing the exam you must enter the numbers of the ques-
tions you have answered on the cover of the exam book. If you don’t, the marker’s
first impression of you will be a negative one.

Economic history is not a subject you can "cram" the day before the exam. It requires
constant work throughout the semester to build up sufficient background to enable
you to adequately answer three essay-type questions. "Spotting" essays and learning
them by heart can only lead to disaster.

Be warned that the semester is very short. So you must start working immediately af-
ter registering. As a general guideline, you should spend a minimum of 120 hours
studying for this module. This includes the time you work through the tutorial material,
as well as the time you spend doing assignments and preparing for the examination.

You are advised to read this tutorial letter again to make sure that you have under-
stood what is expected of you.


