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QUESTION 2: 
Consider the two examples of dialogue below, Sample 

A and Sample B. Identify which of the two samples is 

an excerpt from a real life conversation and which is 

an excerpt from a play. Substantiate your answer in 

an essay in which you discuss the differences between 

a play and real life dialogue as illustrated in the two 

samples. 
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 A famous band once asked: “Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy?” (Queen, 1975), the 
ultimate question asked by everyone’s favorite band, Queen; as well as UNISA’s own 
Department of English Studies. The purpose of this essay is to identify which of the two samples 
is from the real world and which one is made up fantasy, as well as to substantiate using the 
differences between a play and real life dialogue. Firstly we are going to explor  different 
definitions and them apply these definitions to the two texts to see which is which, 

“A talk, especially an informal one, between two or more people, in which news and ideas are 
exchanged.” (Merriam Webster, n.d.) That is the definition the Merriam Webster’s Dictionary 
spits out for “Conversation”. “An exciting, emotional, or unexpected event or circumstance,” 
(Merriam Webster, n.d.) is the dictionary’s definition of the word “drama”. This is two definitions 
that makes it clear which Sample is a play and which is real life. 

Simply by looking at Sample A, the use of the visual space and the style, you can already see 
that this piece is not of a literary nature (before you look at the reference used, that gives it 
away as a voice recording transcript of some kind of real life conversation  

Further analysis when reading through Sample A it becomes clear that the text is not literary 
(defined as: “concerning the writing, study, or content of literature, especially of the kind valued 
for quality of form.” (Merriam Webster, n.d.), or dramatic. It has not been written to be 
performed. It’s style is also classic notation of a voice recording. Line 6: “Hm:: moderate I’d say” 
has “:” which indicate pauses heard (symbolizes a comma in literally text). It is also typical of a 
conversation one might have during a doctor’s visit. A medical question is asked, the patient 
answers. (“04 Doc: Alcohol use? / 05 (1.0) / 06: Hm:: moderately I’d say”)  

There is also no plot twists, no embellishments. Just plain, simple, boring colloquial speech 
being spoken by two average people, not constructed in a thought out way at all. It’s all muddled 
and unclear. The patient is not funny, the doctor isn’t trying to make a joke. It is following a 
simple form of question-answer and clearly not there for the theatrical value of it, The 
conversation is also not l ading up to something, it has not created intrigue or any special 
interest in the readers mind.    

While Sample B, is clearly structured as a play (before you look at the reference used, that also 
gives away that it is in fact an excerpt out of Abnormal Loads by Junkets: Mowbray). To support 
this finding the text has other clear markings of a play. Sampl A has stage directions in brackets 
hinting at when certain movements should be made. It also has a lot of exposition of what is 
happening that is silent (“The NURSE scribbles on a prescription pad, spelling out each letter.”). 
The names “NURSE” and “VINCENT” are also capitalized, something often done in plays to 
draw the capitalized person’s attention to something that they are supposed to be doing also to 
supply the names of the characters present on stage. In the example, it tells the nurse, that she 
is supposed to scribble on a paper. This text is livelier, there is a sense of drama building up, 
the questions follow up with mystery and suspense. Why is Vincent coming for an HIV test? He 
is not in a relationship, what is going on? What? He hasn’t been sexually acive in years? This is 
intriguing….. Why is he coming then?  Clearly it has been written to be performed. It is 
purposefully structured to achieve an aim. To teach a lesson: The nurse prescribes the patient 
with a LIFE, which teaches a lesson as well as be g humorous, which lends its ear to a more 
theatre scene, rather than an everyday conversation.  
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Our study guide mentions: “Ellipsis and exclamation marks are punctuation. They are aspects of 
language that the playwright is using to structure the dialogue. Using these grammatical 
structures, the playwright creates an interaction between the characters where what they say 
appears to be like normal speech between people in a real situation. But is it really ‘normal’?” 
Sample A has no ellipses or punctuation, as it has been written in an informational / factual 
manner, whereas Sample B’s dialogue has been structured perfectly. The timing after each 
question is perfect to create drama and suspense and adds to the literary value of the piece.  
“Vincent: You mean… “ The ellipses create a pause in which the Nurse then exclaims exactly 
what she means (This also adding to the humor of the text). Another very obvious pointer that 
Sample B is in fact a play, not a real-life conversation would be what the last part: “Nurse: 
L…I…F…E. It’s free, and fun when you get the hand of it! She smiles warmly, tears the 
prescription from the pad and hands it to VINCENT. He takes a deep breath, glances down at 
the paper and exits the scene.” A real nurse in a real-life situation would not prescribe “A life” to 
a patient. And if they do, a patient will definitely not respond to it kindly. This is also very clearly 
theatrical and not in any way or form realistic. 

A study has been conducted on the two samples given in our tutorial letter and research has 
found that Sample A is an excerpt from a real life conversation between a patient and a doctor 
and Sample B s an excerpt from a play, a pretend conversation between a pretend nurse and a 
pretend patient  
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This is a fair conclusion, as it sums up the major thrust of your argument.
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Thank you for submitting this assignment. Your essay is excellent! It is detailed and insightful and clearly discusses and explains many of the technical aspects of the text you are analysing! Very well done!

Study hard and good luck for the examinations! 
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