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Unit 2 of ENG2602 is about analysing prose, and it deals with character, plot, themes and settings.  Remember that in your exam, you will have to analyse a passage from a text. Part of analysing is finding out what is happening in the plot, where the passage is set, what the characters in it are like, and what themes are being dealt with.
The section of your study guide that deals with Unit 2 spans page 7 to page 17. To help you through Unit 2, Doctor Eileen Donaldson has created several exercises that are meant to help you to get used to identifying plot, character, settings and themes in prose. These are very useful exercises which will come in useful to you during the exams, and you should definitely do them. But if you find these exercises a bit intimidating, or if you would like some extra practice, look at the example below and try the exercises which follow.  Remember that:
· When you are asked to explain plot you are being asked to explain the events of a story.
· When you are asked to explain setting you are being asked to explain the place or places where the story happens. 
· When you are asked to explain character you are being asked to explain what the people or characters in the story are like.
· When you are asked to explain themes you are being asked to explain what the main ideas or concerns of the story are.
EXAMPLE:
Read the very short story below, and notice how plot, setting, themes and character are explored in it. Also notice how every point made about character has to be justified through reference to the text.
Hard to Digest
by Ana BL Veira
He got home exhausted. It had been a hard work day.
The fridge: empty. Nothing to cook. Again.
Some pizza would work. Some Chinese, maybe.
He turned on the television. “…for the second consecutive time, the Best Chef of the Year is…” He smiled seeing his face on the news.
What is the plot of this story?
The plot is that a man gets home from a long day at work and realises that he has nothing to cook. He thinks he might order food. He then turns on the television and sees an announcement that he has been awarded a prize for best chef of the year.
What is the setting of this story?
It is a house or apartment which seems to be empty of food.
How do we know this?
The story states that the protagonist has just arrived home and that the fridge is empty.
What is the character of this story like?
1. He seems to be busy and hardworking.How do we know this?
He has had a ‘hard work day’ and is ‘exhausted’. It seems that he is too busy to buy food as his fridge is ‘empty’ again.
2. He seems to take pride in his work.
How do we know this?
 He smiles when he sees his face on television, and so he is pleased at being awarded a prize for his work.
3. He seems to have a good sense of humour.
How do we know this?
He smiles because he can see that it is ironic that he cooks excellent food all day for other people but has no time to cook for himself.
4. He also seems to be self-sacrificing.
How do we know this?
 He is more interested in cooking excellent food for others than enjoying his own life.
What is the theme of this story?
The theme could be hard work at the expense of happiness. Perhaps the message is that people should not work so hard at pleasing others that they stop having time to enjoy their personal lives.
Now try to explain the plot, theme, character, setting and themes of the following two stories:
Story One:
Captivity
by Jordan Reynolds
 She is a dancer, twisting her lithe grey body through the air as rivulets of water streak along her slender flanks.
At the peak of her flying pirouette, she can just make out the other dolphins playing in the distance.
Then her vision falls behind the stalls.
The audience applauds.
Story Two:
Dreaming
by Ana BL Veira
Lying on the bed, atop soft cotton sheets, she gazed at the ceiling of the elegant suite and thought this was one the best moments of her life.
Suddenly, someone knocked on the door: Rose! Have you finished the first floor?
She picked up her cleaning supplies and rushed away.
All the stories here are taken from http://fiftywordstories.com/
What why and how structure of a text

Dear students
Please read through the following extract from Tsitsi Dangarembga’s novel Nervous Conditions, which is about a young Shona woman growing up in Zimbabwe. Then look at how the beginning of the extract has been analysed according to the ‘what, how, why’ structure that you have been practising. Try to analyse some more of the extract on your own. Please note that you are unlikely to get an extract this long in the exam. Notice how the analysis of this extract focuses on plot, character, setting and themes as it analyses.
Extract:
Nervous Conditions –  Tsitsi Dangarembga: Worksheet 5 (p. 52 – 53)
Write a detailed critical analysis of the following extract and relate it to the novel as a whole.
Then when Nhamo came home at the end of his first year with Babamukuru, you could see he too was no longer the same person. The change in his appearance was dramatic. He had added several inches to his height and many to his width, so that he was not little and scrawny anymore, but fit and muscular. Vitamins had nourished his skin to a shiny smoothness, several tones lighter in complexion than it used to be. His hair was no longer arranged in rows of dusty, wild cucumber tufts but was black, shiny with oil and smoothly combed. All this was, good, but there was one terrible change. He had forgotten how to speak Shona. A few words escaped haltingly, ungrammatically and strangely accented when he spoke to my mother, but he did not speak to her very often any more. He talked most fluently with my father. They had long conversations in English, which Nhamo broke into smaller, irregular syllables and which my father chopped into smaller and even rougher phonemes. Father was pleased with Nhamo’s command of the English language. He said it was the first step in the family’s emancipation since we could all improve our language by practising on Nhamo. But he was the only one who was impressed by this inexplicable state my brother had developed. The rest of us spoke to Nhamo in Shona, to which, when he did answer, he answered in English, making a point of speaking slowly, deliberately, enunciating each syllable clearly so that we could understand. This restricted our communication to mundane insignificant matters.
            But the situation was not entirely hopeless. When a significant issue did arise, so that it was necessary to discuss matters in depth, Nhamo’s Shona – grammar, vocabulary, accent and all – would miraculously return for the duration of the discussion, only to disappear again mysteriously once the issue was settled. The more time Nhamo spent at Babamukuru’s, the more aphasic he became and the more my father was convinced that he was being educated. My mother was alarmed. She knew the mission was a Christian place. Nevertheless she maintained that the people there were ordinary people. She thought someone on the mission was bewitching her son and was all for making an appointment with the medium. My father reassured her: ‘How will the boy remember his English without speaking it? Doesn’t he speak with us when he wants? He is dedicated to his studies. Like Mukoma. Dedicated. That’s all. Mother did not say anything against Nhamos’ language after that, but she was still unhappy. She did want him to be educated, she confided to me, but even more, she wanted to talk to him.      
Beginning of analysis:  
 At the start of the extract, Tambo states that Nhamo has changed so much after living with Babamakuru, his Westernised uncle, that he is ‘no longer the same person’. This shows that Tambu believes that Western ways of living can change someone so much that they can become completely different from the person they were. The idea that someone can be changed from one person into another just by being exposed to Western ways demonstrates that these Western ways may have too much power over Shona people. The fact that Tambu says that Nhamo has changed ‘too’ shows that Nhamo is perhaps not the only person who has been changed by Western ways: it has happened to others. This reinforces the idea that the influence of Western ways is widespread and powerful, and is a force which is affecting Shona people in ways that may be too strong.
This paragraph looks at what is happening in the beginning of the extract, then goes on to describe why it is important and how it links to the central idea or theme of the clash between Shona and Western culture. Notice that this paragraph looks at Nhamo’s character and the setting of rural Zimbabwe.  
After Tambu states that Nhamo is a different person, Tambu goes on to explain how he is different. She says that he has ‘added several inches to his height and many to his width’ with the result that he is ‘not little and scrawny anymore, but fit and muscular’. She also says that his skin has been nourished by vitamins and has become shiny and smooth. His skin is described as ‘several tones lighter in complexion’ and his hair is ‘no longer arranged in rows of dusty, wild cucumber tufts’. All of these physical changes seem positive, as Tambu believes they are, but the words Tambu uses betray how Nhamo may be changing for the worse. The fact that his skin is lighter suggests that he is becoming whiter. This may suggest that he is becoming more Western or more like white men, and is losing his touch with his Shona roots. Tambu also says that his hair once looked like wild and dusty cucumber tufts, but no longer does. This may suggest that Nhamo was once close to the land and thus resembled the food that grew on it, but is becoming less close to the land as he becomes more Western. Thus, even Nhamo’s physical appearance reflects his alienation from Shona customs and rural living.
This paragraph links to the previous paragraph. Then it looks at what is happening in the next part of the extract. Then it goes on to describe why what happens is important and how it links to the central idea or theme of the clash between Shona and Western culture. Notice that this paragraph also looks at Nhamo’s character and the setting of rural Zimbabwe.  
While Tambu approves of Nhamo’s physical changes, she says that one change in him is terrible: he has ‘forgotten how to speak Shona’. She says that Nhamo’s Shona has become ungrammatical and that he does not speak to his mother often anymore, and that he prefers to speak to his father in English which he breaks into ‘smaller, irregular syllables’. This shows that Nhamo can speak neither Shona nor English very well. This inability to speak either language shows that Nhamo no longer belongs to the Shona culture and does not belong to Western culture either. This means that Nhamo is without a culture and is thus without a coherent way of approaching the world. We begin to see that Nhamo is developing a ‘nervous condition’, a condition of not knowing who he is or where he belongs.
This paragraph links to the previous paragraph. Then it looks at what is happening in the next part of the extract. Then it goes on to describe why what happens is important and how it links to the central idea of the clash between Shona and Western culture and the nervous conditions that result.
Answers to the text above, try analyse it before reading the answer 

Dear students
In my last post, I asked you to try to analyse an extract from a novel called Nervous Conditions using the ‘What, How, Why’ structure that you have been practising. I gave you a few paragraphs as examples of how you could perhaps analyse the extract. In this post, I offer a few more paragraphs of example analysis to give you further examples of the kind of answer that you would give if asked to analyse an extract from a text like Nervous Conditions during an exam. I have colour coded the What, How, and Why of each paragraph to help you to identify which is which. I focus on what is happening in the extract, how it is described, and why it is important. Linking sentences or phrases are also colour coded. Please read through the following paragraphs and notice how they analyse the text. Please note that you will most likely not be given an extract this long in an exam, and you will not be required to write this much.
Continued analysis of the extract from Nervous Conditions given in my last post:
Tambu goes on to explain how Nhamo’s inability to speak Shona affects her family. She states that her father thinks it is a good thing that Nhamo is learning English and losing his Shona, because it is a sign that the family is getting closer to ‘emancipation’. This shows that Western languages and ways of life are seen as the route to freedom and development by Tambu’s father, and that Shona ways are regarded as backward and regressive. This suggests the disturbing thought that some Shona people have developed the nervous condition of coming to look down on their very own culture. This idea is confirmed when we follow Tambu’s train of thought further.
As the reader follows Tambu’s train of thought, it becomes clear that Nhamo is not actually incapable of speaking Shona, as it initially seems he is. As Tambu tells us, ‘Nhamo’s Shona – grammar, vocabulary, accent and all’ returns whenever it is ‘necessary to discuss matters in depth’, ‘only to disappear again mysteriously once the issue [is] settled’. This statement suggests to the reader that Nhamo’s problem is more serious than drifting away from his culture and forgetting his language: Nhamo wants to drift away from his culture and forget his language, because he views it as inferior to Western culture and language.
As we read on, we see that as a result of Nhamo viewing his Shona culture as inferior, Nhamo views his Shona family as inferior. Tambu states that when he speaks to her and other members of his family, he makes ‘a point of speaking slowly, deliberately, enunciating each syllable clearly so that [they can] understand’. She also says that ‘This restrict[s] [their] communication to mundane insignificant matters.’ Nhamo seems to be doing his best to distance himself from his family members and to speak to them as little as possible. This is probably because as Nhamo has come to view his Shona culture and Shona family as inferior, he has realised that if he is not to view himself as inferior, he must stop being his Shona self. He thus tries to divide himself from everything that makes him Shona.  Just as he cannot really forget his Shona language, however, Nhamo cannot really forget the Shona aspects of himself, and is thus on the way to creating a nervous, divided self in trying to get rid of the Shona aspects of his being.
The passage ends with Tambu’s reflection on her parents’ attitudes to the changes which have taken place in Nhamo. Tambu’s father, Jeremiah, maintains that Nhamo needs to speak English to remember it, and insists that Nhamo’s rare speeches in Shona are evidence that he can speak with his family ‘when he wants’. He takes all the changes in Nhamo as signs that he is like Babamakuru (Mukoma) and is just ‘dedicated to his studies’.Tambu’s father’s attitude is a sign of his respect for Western culture and, more so, for the money that it has brought through his educated brother, Babamakuru. Like Nhamo, Jeremiah has rejected the poverty of Shona life and has been seduced by the power and money that Western education represents, and looks forward to the ‘emancipation’ or the power and money that will come through Nhamo’s education. 
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