Hi all,
Studying the humanities is supposed to help develop your critical thinking skills. I can see with many of you that this is not happening. I would like to spend some time looking at what critical thinking is, why it is important in a subject like English, and why the skill will make you a better essay writer.
Do not associate the word "critical" with something negative. It does not have a negative meaning in this instance. Critical thinking means to analyse and evaluate information to come to your own judgment or conclusion. It is a problem-solving skill.
When you are given an essay topic, you need to actively think about the question, engage with it and come up with an answer that is informed, well thought out and carefully constructed. You need to learn to think for yourself and back up your answers with intelligent information. 
Here are a few links to read:
http://philosophy.hku.hk/think/critical/ct.php
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/our-concept-and-definition-of-critical-thinking/411
 
Watch these videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0yEAE5owWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dItUGF8GdTw
1. REVIEW KEY CONCEPTS. LEARN DEFINITIONS OF THESE CONCEPTS AND LEARN HOW TO IDENTIFY THEM IN EACH OF YOUR TEXTS! 
2. REVIEW ALL THE ESSAY WRITING POSTS I HAVE PUT UP OVER THE SEMESTER. 
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