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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
Dear Student 
 
Welcome to the module Child and Adolescent Development.  We assume that you are truly 
concerned about the well-being of children and adolescents ― as a parent, teacher, health care 
worker or just as an interested person.  Therefore we hope you will find the subject and tutorial 
matter interesting and informative and that it will inspire you to make a contribution in your own 
unique way to the optimal development of children and adolescents. 
 
Please note that Child and Adolescent Development is a semester module.  A module runs 
over ± four months (12-15 weeks). Please make sure whether you are registered for 
Semester 1 or for Semester 2.  All the details regarding the assignments and examination for 
each semester are provided further-on in this tutorial letter. 
 
You will receive tutorial letters 201 and 202 during the semester.  A tutorial letter is our way of 
communicating with you about teaching, learning and assessment. 
 
All tutorial letters are available on myUnisa.  Regular access to the Internet and myUnisa is very 
important and will keep you informed of all you need to know about your studies.  These ICT 
tools make it much easier to communicate with the university, with your lecturers, and with other 
students about their learning and challenges. In addition, you will need to have registered on 
myUnisa in order to submit assignments, access library resources, download your study 
material, etc.  But the most important thing to remember is that myUnisa will give you additional 
chances to participate in activities, tasks and discussions around your module topics, your 
assignments, your marks, and your examinations. 
 
This tutorial letter (101/2015) contains important information about the scheme of work, 
resources and assignments for this module. We urge you to read it carefully and to keep it at 
hand when working through the study material, preparing the assignments, preparing for the 
examination and addressing questions to your lecturers. 
 
In this tutorial letter (101/2015), you will find the assignments and assessment criteria as well as 
instructions on the preparation and submission of the assignments.  This tutorial letter also 
provides all the information you need with regard to the prescribed study material.  Please study 
this information carefully and make sure that you obtain the prescribed book as soon as 
possible.  You will also find important information about the examination in this tutorial letter. 
 
We have also included certain general and administrative information about this module.  
Please study this section of the tutorial letter carefully. 
 
Right from the start we would like to point out that you must read all the tutorial letters you 
receive during the year immediately and carefully, as they always contain important and, 
sometimes, urgent information. 
 
Greetings and best wishes, 
 
YOUR LECTURERS IN CHILD AND ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT 
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1.1 Tutorial matter 
 
The tutorial matter for this module consists of tutorial letters and a study guide. 
 
1.1.1 Inventory letter 
 
At the time of registration, you will receive an inventory letter that will tell you what you have 
received in your study package and also show items that are still outstanding.  Some of this 
tutorial matter may not be available when you register.  Tutorial matter that is not available 
when you register will be posted to you as soon as possible, but will also be available on 
myUnisa. 
 
The Department of Despatch should supply you with the following study material for this 
module:  
 

 Study Guide (this module has recently changed its code, and your guide might still have 
the code PYC2026 printed on its cover) 

 Tutorial Letter 101 – General information and assignments 
 

Please note that your lecturers cannot help you with missing study material.  
 
You can also access study guides and tutorial letters for all modules on myUnisa at 
http://my.unisa.ac.za. Under „‟official study material‟‟ of this module all tutorial 
materials are loaded onto this website as soon as they leave the department ― they 
will therefore be available here long before you can possibly receive them by post.  
We suggest that you check the site on a regular basis.  

 
Later during the year, you will also receive Tutorial Letters 201/2015 and 202/2015 and any 
other correspondence which may become necessary.  In other words, these tutorial letters 
will not be available at the time of registration.  Tutorial letters will be dispatched to you as 
soon as they are available or needed (for instance, for feedback on assignments). 
 
If you have any enquiries regarding study material, please contact the Department of Despatch 
by e-mail on despatch@unisa.ac.za. 
 
1.1.2 The Study Guide 
 
Please read section 4.2 of this tutorial letter about the study guide. 
 

2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES  FOR THE MODULE 

2.1 Purpose 

This module aims to: 

 introduce the learner to the field of the study of child and adolescent development 

 introduce learners to basic academic and theoretical information about child development 
from conception up to and including adolescence 

 

http://my.unisa.ac.za/
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2.2 Outcomes 

The outcomes of this module are formulated on page (v) of the study guide.  Briefly stated, the 
envisaged outcomes of your study of this module is that you will have the knowledge of how to 
foster the optimal development of children and adolescents in every domain of their 
development and to combat those factors which can hamper or thwart that development, 
thereby contributing to the development of a healthy community. 
 

3 LECTURERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

Always have your student number at hand when you contact the University. 

 

Please note that there are different ways to communicate with the university ― by telephone,  
e-mail, fax, ordinary mail, and via myUnisa.  (myUnisa is an Internet facility offered free of 
charge to all registered Unisa students.  With the aid of myUnisa, students will ultimately be able 
to perform all study-related functions on the Internet which are now normally done by telephone, 
ordinary “snail mail”, or personal visits to the campus.)   
 

3.1 Lecturers 

You can contact us in any of the following ways: 
 

3.1.1 By telephone, e-mail or visiting the campus 
Lecturers are available on weekdays from 08:00 to 16:00 for telephonic academic enquiries. 
Sometimes, however, lecturers also have to attend meetings, conferences, etcetera and will not 
be reachable by telephone.  

 

If you have difficulty reaching a particular lecturer at her personal number, please contact the 
secretary responsible for the second level Psychology modules.  If she is not available, phone 
the general number for the Department of Psychology.  The departmental telephone is staffed by 
administrative personnel who will put you in contact with your lecturers. 
 

Sending an e-mail to the module leader may be a better way to ensure that your enquiry 
will be answered. 

 

 
If you want to visit your lecturers on campus, please make an appointment in advance 

because lecturers may not always be available to meet with you 
 

 

The lecturers and secretary responsible for this module (as well as the administrative member 
of staff), and their contact details are as follows: 
 

 Name  Telephone number  E-mail address 

Lecturer: 
Mr GE Kheswa 
(module Leader) 

 
(012) 429-8202 

 
kheswge@unisa.ac.za 

Dr E M Cronjé (012) 429-8081 cronjem@unisa.ac.za 

Prof I Ferns (012) 429-8210 fernsi@unisa.ac.za 

Mr BR Phalakatshela (012) 429-3778 palakbr@unisa.ac.za 

Assistant Administrator: 
Ms T Sekhaulela 

(012) 429-8088 sekhapt@unisa.ac.za  

mailto:fernsi@unisa.ac.za
mailto:sekhapt@unisa.ac.za
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3.1.2 Via myUnisa 

As explained in section 3.3.3 of this tutorial letter. 
 
3.1.3 By fax 
 
Our departmental fax number is (012) 429-3414.  When you send a fax, please remember to 
clearly indicate the paper code and name of a specific lecturer.  Please note that no study 
material can be faxed to students. 
 
3.1.4 By letter 
 
Letters to lecturers 
 
All correspondence about the content of this course (enquiries of an academic nature) must be 
addressed to: 

The Module Leader: PYC2602 
Department of Psychology 
PO Box 392 
UNISA 
0003 

 

3.2 The Department of Psychology 

Departmental telephone number: (012) 429-8088 
 

Departmental fax number:  (012) 429-3414 
 

Departmental physical address:  Theo van Wijk Building, 5th floor, Room 5-98. 
 

3.3 University 

If you need to contact Unisa about matters not related to the content of this module, please 
consult the brochure my Studies @ Unisa, which you should have received with your study 
material. In this document you will find the contact details of various administrative departments.  
If you have access to the Internet, you can find this brochure on myUnisa under the 
“Resources” option.   
 
3.3.1 Postal and physical address 
 
Postal address:  The Registrar 
    University of South Africa 
    PO Box 392 
    UNISA 
    0003 
 
Physical address: University of South Africa 
    Preller Street 
    Muckleneuk Ridge 
    Pretoria 
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Please write a separate letter to each department and mark each letter clearly for the 
attention of that department. 
 
You may enclose more than one letter in an envelope when directing enquiries to different 
people in the same department. 
 
3.3.2 Other ways of contacting the University 
 
Fax number (RSA only):  (012) 429 4150 
Fax number (international): +27 12 429 4150 
E-mail address:   study-info@unisa.ac.za 
Telephone number   012 429 3111 
Online address:   http://my.unisa.ac.za 
Unisa website:   http://www.unisa.ac.za 
 
3.3.3 myUnisa: How to register and the functions of this facility 
 
To make use of myUnisa, you will need a computer with a modem and an Internet 
connection, as well as a browser such as Netscape or Internet Explorer.    
 
How to register on myUnisa: 

 Using your browser, go to the Unisa web page, which is located at the Internet address 
http://www.unisa.ac.za. 

 
On this web page, select the option “myUnisa”.  If you are a first time user, you must now click 
on the option “Register as myUnisa user” which will enable you to register online (this does not 
cost anything).  Type in your name, student number and a password (the password must be at 
least 6 characters long). 
 
The following functions have already been implemented in myUnisa: 

 you can contact your lecturers via e-mail 

 you can join a discussion forum (eg to discuss your course with other students doing the 
same course) 

 you can order books from the library, and search for books on the library database  

 you can download study material placed on myUnisa 

 you can check whether your assignments have been received and marked 

 you can submit multiple-choice assignments via myUnisa  

 you can look up your assignment or exam marks as soon as they are released. 
 

Multiple-choice assignments must be done on mark-reading sheets and submitted either by 
post or electronically via myUnisa. 
 
Please note that you are not allowed to submit assignments by fax or e-mail. 

 
How to submit assignments via myUnisa: 
 
For detailed information and requirements as far as assignments are concerned, see my 
Studies @ Unisa, which you received with your tutorial matter. 
 

mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
http://my.unisa.ac.za/
http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://www.unisa.ac.za/
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To submit an assignment via myUnisa: 

 Go to myUnisa. 

 Log in with your student number and password. 

 Select the module from the orange bar. 

 Click on assignments in the left menu. 

 Click on the assignment number you want to submit. 

 Follow the instructions. 
 
If you have any administrative enquiries in connection with assignments, you should contact 
the assignment section, e-mail: assign@unisa.ac.za or obtain this information via the 
myUnisa system. 
 

4 MODULE-RELATED RESOURCES 

4.1 Prescribed book 

Your prescribed textbook for this module for this semester is: 
 

Papalia, D.E., Olds, S.W, & Feldman, R.D. (2008). A Child’s world: Infancy through 
adolescence (11th ed.).  New York: McGraw-Hill (ISBN: 978-0-07-353197-7). 

 
Please note that the study guide has been written on the 11th edition. Assignment and 
examination questions are therefore set on this edition. Previous editions will not 
suffice, but students who could only get hold of the 12th edition, should use the tables 
provided under section 4.3 of this tutorial letter. 

 
Buy or order the prescribed book as soon as possible.  If you wait too long you may have 
difficulty in obtaining it, and may be unable to keep up with the work programme.   
 
Please consult the list of official booksellers and their addresses in my Studies @ Unisa. 
 

If you have any difficulty obtaining books from these booksellers, please contact the Prescribed 
Book Section as soon as possible at telephone number 012 429 4152 or email address:  
vospresc@unisa.ac.za. 

 
4.2 The Study Guide 
 
The study guide leads you systematically through the 11th edition of the prescribed book.  
 

FOLLOW THE STUDY GUIDE CAREFULLY AND DO ALL THE QUESTIONS AND TASKS 
TO HELP YOU TO MASTER THE STUDY MATERIAL.  THE STUDY GUIDE ALSO 
INDICATES CLEARLY THE PARTS OF THE PRESCRIBED BOOK THAT SHOULD BE 
STUDIED FOR THE EXAMINATION (ALL THE PARTS INDICATED AS “STUDY”). 

 
Students, who could only get hold of the 12th edition of the prescribed book, should use the 
tables provided in this tutorial letter in the next section under 4.3. 
 
4.3 New edition of the prescribed book 
 
The study guide for this module was written on the 11th edition of the prescribed book.  
However, a 12th edition has been published, and a number of students could only obtain this 
new edition. 
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Although the contents of the two editions are very similar, the page numbers differ, and a few 
headings are different.  Any one of the following two books can be used for studying this 
module: 
 

Papalia, D.E., Olds, S.W., & Feldman, R.D. (2008). A Child’s world: Infancy         
through adolescence (11th  ed.).  New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 
OR 
 
Papalia, D.E., & Feldman, R.D. (2011). A Child’s world: Infancy through 

adolescence (12th  ed.).  New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 
The tables that follow are the tables as they appear in the study guide, but we added the page 
numbers of the 12th edition, and indicated where the headings differ.  Please note that where 
headings differ slightly, the contents are still very similar. 
 
Students who use the 12th edition, should please use the following tables which indicate the 
page numbers that you have to study in the prescribed book for examination purposes. Please 
replace the page numbers (and headings, where different) in the tables in the study guide with 
the new page numbers provided here. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
The tables that follow do not replace the study guide ― you still have to use the study 
guide when you study the prescribed book.  The study guide provides you with 
orientations to each chapter of the prescribed book, as well as outcomes for each study 
unit and questions and tasks and feedback on these, which is necessary for studying the 
prescribed book.  Just replace the page numbers in the study guide (and a few headings, as 
indicated) with the new page numbers provided here, and follow the study guide’s study units 
(including questions and tasks) carefully.   
 
Please also note that the feedback on the questions and tasks in the study guide refer to page 
numbers in the 11th edition.  Students using the 12th edition should replace these numbers 
according to the page numbers as provided in the following tables. 
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ADAPTED TABLES FROM THE STUDY GUIDE TO ENABLE STUDENTS 
TO USE THE 12TH EDITION: 

 
PART 1 
 
CHAPTER 1 
Studying a child’s world 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The study of child development: Then and now 
Domains of development 

 
p. 7 
pp. 9-10 

 
p. 6 
p. 8 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Influences on development 
Heredity, environment, and maturation 
Contexts of development 
Family 
Socioeconomic status and neighbourhood 
Culture and race/ethnicity 
The historical context 
Normative and nonnormative influences 
Timing of influences: Critical and sensitive periods 
Table 1-1: Typical major developments in five periods of 
child development 

 

 
p. 12 
pp. 12-13 
p. 13 
p. 13 
pp. 13-14 
pp. 15-16 
p. 16 
pp. 16-18 
p. 18 
p. 11 

 
p. 9 
pp. 10-11 
p. 11 
pp. 11-12 
pp. 14-16 
pp. 12-14 
p. 16 
pp. 16-18 
p.18 
p. 10 

 

CHAPTER 2 
A child’s world: How we discover it 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Erik Erikson: Psychosocial development 
Table 2-2: Development stages according to various 
theories (only Erikson’s theory: first 5 stages) 

 
pp. 29-30 
p.30  

 
pp. 28-29 
p. 30 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Jean Piaget’s cognitive-stage theory 
Table 2-2: Development stages according to various 
theories (only Piaget’s theory) 
 

 
pp. 33-34 
p. 30 

 
pp. 32-33 
p. 30 

 



 

12 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Lev Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory 

 
pp. 34-35 

 
pp. 33-34 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The information-processing approach 

 
p. 35 

 
pp. 34-35 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Developmental research designs 
Cross-sectional, longitudinal and sequential studies 
11th: Omit Micro genetic studies because it is not in the 12th 
11th: Table 2-5  Longitudinal, cross-sectional and sequential 
research 
12th:  Table 2-6  Cross-sectional, longitudinal and sequential 
research 

 
p. 48 
pp. 49-50 
--- 
p. 50 
 
--- 

 
p. 48 
pp. 48-49 
--- 
 
--- 
 
p. 49 

 
PART 2 
 
CHAPTER 3 
Forming a new life: Conception, heredity, and environment 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Nature and nurture: Influences of heredity and 
environment 
Studying the relative influences of heredity and environment 
Measuring heritability 
How heredity and environment work together 
Reaction range and canalization 
Genotype-environment interaction 
Genotype-environment correlation 
What makes siblings so different? The nonshared 
environment 
 
 
11th: Omit Egigenesis: Environmental influence on gene 
expression because it is not in the 12th 
 
Some characteristics influenced by heredity and environment 
Physical and physiological traits 
Intelligence  
Personality 
Psychopathology 

 
p. 78 
 
p. 78 
pp. 78-79 
pp. 79-80 
pp. 80-81 
p. 81 
p. 82 
pp. 82-83 
 
 
 
--- 
 
 
p. 83 
pp. 83-84 
p. 84 
pp. 84-85 
p. 85 

 
p. 75 
 
p. 76 
pp. 76-77 
p. 77 
pp. 77-78 
p. 79 
pp. 79-80 
p. 80 
 
 
 
--- 
 
 
p.80 
pp. 80-81 
p. 81 
pp. 81-82 
p. 82 
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CHAPTER 4 
Pregnancy and prenatal development 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Prenatal development: Environmental influences 
Maternal factors 
Nutrition and maternal weight 
Malnutrition 
Physical activity and strenuous work 
Drug intake 
 
11th: HIV/AIDS  
Other maternal illnesses  
        Maternal stress 
 
12th: Maternal illnesses 
       Maternal anxiety and stress 
 
Maternal age 
Outside environmental hazards 
Paternal factors 

 
p. 99 
p. 99 
pp. 99-100 
p. 100 
p. 100 
pp. 101-103 
 
p. 105 
pp. 105-106 
p. 106 
 
--- 
--- 
 
pp. 106-107 
p. 107 
pp. 107-108 

 
p. 93 
pp. 93-94 
pp. 94-95 
p. 95 
p. 95 
pp. 96-99 
 
--- 
--- 
--- 
 
pp. 99-100 
p. 100 
 
pp. 100-101 
p. 101 
p.102 

 
CHAPTER 5 
Birth and the newborn baby 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
States of arousal and activity levels 
Table 5-4  States of arousal in infancy 
Newborns and parents 
Childbirth and bonding 
What do newborns need from their mothers? 
The father’s role 
Infant care: A cross-cultural view 

 
pp. 125-  pp. 125-126 

p. 126 
p. 135 
p. 135 

p  pp. 135-136 
p. 12        p. 136 
p. 13        p. 136-137 

 
p. 119 p. 119 
   p. 119 
p p. 126 

ppp. 127-128  
p. 128 

p. 128 pp. 128-129 
pp. 126-  pp. 126-127 

 
PART 3 
Infancy and toddlerhood 

 
CHAPTER 7 
Cognitive development during the first three years 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Studying cognitive development: Six 
approaches 

 
p. 179 
pp. 180-181 

 
p. 168 
pp. 169-170 
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Infant memory 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Psychometric approach: Developmental and 
intelligence testing 
Assessing the impact of the home environment 
Table 7-2: Fostering competence 
 

 
p. 182 
 
pp. 182-183 
p. 184  

 
pp. 170-171 
 
pp. 171-172 
p. 173  
 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Piagetian approach: The sensorimotor stage 
Substages of the sensorimotor stage 
Table 7-3: Six substages of Piaget’s sensorimotor 
stage of cognitive development 
Do imitative abilities develop earlier than Piaget 
thought? 
Development of knowledge about objects and space 
When does object permanence develop? 

 
p.185 
pp. 185-188 
p. 186 
 
pp. 188-189 
 
p. 189 
p. 190 

 
p. 173 
pp. 173-176 
p. 174 
 
pp. 177-178 
 
p. 178 
p. 178 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Information-processing approach: Perceptions 
and representations 
Habituation 
Visual and auditory processing abilities 

 
p. 193 
 
pp. 193-194 
pp. 194-195 
 

 
p. 180 
 
pp. 180-181 
pp. 181-182 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Social-contextual approach: learning from 
interactions with caregivers 

 
p. 201 
 

 
pp. 188-189 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Language development 
Classic theories of language acquisition: The 
nature-nurture debate 
Social interaction: The role of parents and 
caregivers 
- Prelinguistic period 
- Vocabulary development 
Preparing for literacy: The benefits of reading aloud 

 
p.201 
pp. 206  
pp. 206-207 

 
p. 208 
p. 208 
pp. 208-209 
p. 210 

 
 
p. 208 
 

 
p. 189 
pp. 194 - 195 
 
p. 196 

p        pp. 196-197 
p. 197 

          pp. 198-199 
 
p. 196 
pp. 19 
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CHAPTER 8 
Psychosocial development during the first three years 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Temperament 
Studying temperamental patterns: New York 
Longitudinal Study 
Table 8-2: Three temperamental patterns (according 
to the New York Longitudinal Study) 
How stable is temperament? 
Temperament and adjustment: Goodness of fit 

 
p. 221 
pp. 221-222 
 
p. 222 
 
pp. 222-223 
p. 223 

 
p. 209 
pp. 209-210 
 
p. 210 
 
pp. 210-211 
p. 211 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Developing trust 

 
p. 224 

 
pp. 212-213 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Developing attachments 
Studying patterns of attachment 
11th: Omit Table 8-3 because it is not in the 12th 
How attachment is established 
The role of temperament 
Stranger anxiety and separation anxiety 
Long-term effects of attachment 
Intergenerational transmission of attachment patterns 

 
pp. 224-225 
pp. 225-226 
--- 
p. 226 
pp. 227-228 
p. 228 
pp. 228-229 
p. 229 

 
p. 213 
pp. 213-214 
--- 
p. 215 
pp. 215-216 
p. 216 
pp. 216-217 
pp. 217-218 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The emerging sense of self 

 
pp. 232-233 

 
pp. 220-221 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Developing autonomy 
Dealing with the terrible twos 

 
p. 233 
Table 8-4: 
p. 234 

 
pp. 221-222 
Table 8-3: 
p. 222 
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STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
11th: Moral development: Socialization and 
internalization 
12th: The roots of moral development: Socialization 
and internalization 
Developing self-regulation 
Origins of conscience: committed compliance 
Factors in the success of socialization 

 
p. 233 
 
--- 
 
pp. 234-235 
p. 236 
p. 236-237 

 
--- 
 
p. 222 
 
pp. 222-224 
p. 224 
pp. 224-225 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
How different are baby boys and girls? 
Gender differences in infants and toddlers 
How parents shape gender differences 

 

 
p. 237 
p. 237 
pp. 237-238 

 
p. 225 
p. 225 
pp. 225-226 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Contact with other children 
Siblings 
The arrival of a new baby 
How siblings interact 
Sociability with non-siblings 

 
p. 238 
p. 238 
pp. 238-239 
p. 239 
p. 239 

 
p. 226 
p. 226 
pp. 226-227 
p. 227 
p. 227 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11h ed 

 
12th  ed 

 
Effects of maternal employment 

 
p. 240 

 
pp. 228-229 

 
PART 4 
Early childhood 

 
CHAPTER 10 
Cognitive development in early childhood 

 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Piagetian approach: The preoperational child 
Advances of preoperational thought 
The symbolic function 
Understanding of objects in space 
Table 10-1: Cognitive advances during early 
childhood 
Table 10-2: Immature aspects of preoperational 
thought 

 
p. 269 
p. 269 
p. 269 
pp. 269 + 271 
p. 270 
 
p. 270 
 

 
p. 256 
p. 257 
pp. 257-258 
p. 258 
p. 256 
 
p.257 
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(according to Piaget) 
Understanding of causality 
Understanding of identities and categorization 
11th: Number 
12th:  Understanding number 
Immature aspects of preoperational thought 
Egocentrism 
Conservation 
Table 10-4: Tests of various kinds of conservation 

 
p. 271 
pp. 271-272 
p. 272 
--- 
p. 273 
p. 273 
pp. 273-274 
p. 274 

 
p. 258 
p. 258 
--- 
pp. 258-259 
p. 260 
p. 260 
pp. 260-261 
p. 261 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Do young children have theories of mind? 
Knowledge about thinking and mental states        
False beliefs and deception 
Distinguishing between appearance and reality 
Distinguishing between fantasy and reality 
Influences on individual differences in theory-of-mind 
development 

 
pp. 274-275 
p. 275 
pp. 275-276 
p. 276 
pp. 276-277 
pp. 277-278 
 

 
pp. 261-262 
p. 262 
pp. 262-263 
p. 263 
pp. 263-264 
pp. 264-265 
 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Information-processing approach: Memory 
development 
Basic processes and capacities 
Recognition and recall 
Forming and retaining childhood memories 
Early memories: three types 
Influences on memory retention 
 
11th: Constructing shared memories: The role of 
culture 
12th: Influence of culture 
Study only the definition of implicit memory 
 

 
p. 278 
 
pp. 278-279 
p. 279 
p. 279 
pp. 279-280 
pp. 280-281 
 
p. 281 
 
--- 
p. 200 

 
p. 265 
 
pp. 265-266 
p. 266 
p. 266 
p. 267 
pp. 267-268 
 
--- 
 
p. 268 
pp. 187-188 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Influences on measured intelligence 

 
pp. 282-283 

 
pp. 269-270 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Language development 
Box 10.2: Private speech: Piaget versus Vygotsky 
Preparation for literacy 

 
p. 283 
p. 285 
pp. 287-288 

 
p. 270 
p. 272 
p. 273 
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CHAPTER 11 
Psychosocial development in early childhood 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The developing self 
The self-concept and cognitive development 
Changes in self-definition: the 5 to 7 shift 
Self-esteem 
Developmental changes in self-esteem 
Contingent self-esteem: the “helpless” pattern  

 
p. 297 
p. 297 
pp. 297-298 
p. 298 
p. 298 
p. 299 

 
p. 282 
p. 282 
pp. 282-283  
p. 283 
pp. 283-284 
p. 284 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Erikson: Initiative versus guilt 

 
p. 300 

 
pp. 285-286 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Gender 
Gender differences 
Perspectives on gender development 
Cognitive approaches 
11th: The role of socialization 
12th: Social learning approach 
 

 
p. 301 
p. 301 
pp. 301-302 
pp. 305-306 
pp. 306-308 
--- 

 
p. 286 
p. 286 
pp. 286-287 
pp. 289-291 
--- 
pp. 291-293 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Play: The business of early childhood 
Cognitive levels of play 
How gender influences play 
 

 
pp. 308-309 
pp. 309 -310 
p. 312 

 
pp. 293-294 
pp. 294-295 
pp. 296-297 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Parenting 
Forms of discipline 
Reinforcement and punishment 
11th: Power assertion, induction, and withdrawal of 
love 
12th: Inductive reasoning, power assertion, and 
withdrawal of love 
Parenting styles 
Diana Baumrind and the effectiveness of authoritative 
parenting 
Special behavioural concerns 

 
p. 313 
p. 313 
pp. 313-315 
pp. 315-316 
 
--- 
 
p. 316 
pp. 316-317 
 
p. 318 

 
p. 298 
p. 298 
pp. 298-299 
--- 
 
pp. 299-301 
 
p. 301 
pp. 301-302 
 
p. 303 
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Prosocial behaviour 
Aggression 
Gender differences in aggression 
Influences on aggression 
Fearfulness 
 

pp. 318-319 
p. 319 
pp. 319-320 
p. 320 
pp. 321-322 

pp. 303-304 
p. 304 
pp. 304-305 
p. 305 
pp. 306-307 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Relationships with other children 
 
11th: Siblings ― or their absence 
11th: Brothers and sisters 
12th: Sibling relationships 
 
The only child 
Playmates and friends 
 
11th: Choosing playmates and friends 
 

 
p. 322 
 
pp. 322-323 
pp. 322-323 
--- 
 
pp. 323-324 
p. 324 
 
p. 324 

 
p. 307 
 
--- 
--- 
pp. 307-308 
 
p. 308 
pp. 308-309 
 
--- 

 
PART 5 
Middle childhood 
 
CHAPTER 12 
Physical development and health in middle childhood 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Motor development and physical play  
11th: Table 12-1: Motor development in middle 
childhood 
12th: Table 12-2: Motor development in middle 
childhood 
Recess-time play 
Organized sports 

 
p. 337 
p. 337 
 
--- 
 
pp. 337-338 
p. 338 

 
p. 320 
--- 
 
p. 321 
 
pp. 320-321 
pp.321-322 

 
CHAPTER 13 
Cognitive development in middle childhood 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Piagetian approach: The concrete operational child 
Cognitive advances 
Table 13-1: Advances in selected cognitive abilities 

 
p. 351 
pp. 351-352 
p. 351 

 
p. 336 
pp. 336-337 
p. 336 
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during middle childhood 
11th: Space and causality 
12th: Spatial relationships and causality 
Categorization 
Inductive and deductive reasoning 
Conservation 
Number and mathematics 
Influences of neurological development and schooling 
Moral reasoning 

 
p. 352 
--- 
p. 352 
pp. 352-353 
p. 353 
pp. 353-354 
p. 354 
pp. 354-355 

 
--- 
p. 337 
p. 337 
pp. 337-338 
p. 338 
pp. 338-339 
p. 339 
pp. 399-340 
 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Information-processing approach: Attention, 
Memory, and Planning  
How do executive skills develop? 
Selective attention 
11th: Working memory span 
12th: Working memory 
Metamemory: Understanding memory 
Mnemonics: Strategies for remembering 
Table 13-3: Four common memory strategies 
Information processing and Piagetian tasks 

 

 
p. 355 
 
pp. 355-356 
p. 356 
p. 356 
--- 
p. 356 
pp. 356-357 
p. 358 
p. 357 

 
pp. 340-341 
 
p. 341 
p. 341 
--- 
pp. 341-342 
p. 342 
pp. 342-343 
p. 344 
pp. 343-344 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Is there more than one intelligence? 
 
11th. Table 13-3. Eight intelligences, according to 
Gardner 
12th. Table 13-4 Eight intelligences, according to  
Gardner 
 
Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences 
Stemberg’s triarchic theory of intelligence 
 

 
p. 361 
 
p. 362 
 
--- 
 
 
pp. 361-362 
pp. 362-363 

 
p. 347 
 
--- 
 
p. 348 
 
 
pp. 347-348 
pp. 348-349 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Language and literacy 
Vocabulary, grammar, and syntax 
Pragmatics: Knowledge about communication 
Literacy 
Reading 
Writing 
 

 
p. 363 
pp. 363-364 
pp. 364-365 
p. 365 
pp. 365-366 
p. 366 

 
p. 349 
p. 350 
p. 350 
p. 351 
pp. 351-352 
pp. 352-353 

 



PYC2602/101 
 

21 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
11th: Influences on school achievement: An ecological 
analysis 
12th: Influences on school achievement  
Self-efficacy beliefs 
Gender 
Parenting practices  
Socioeconomic status  
Peer acceptance 
 

 
p. 367 
 
--- 
p. 367 
p. 367 
p. 368 
pp. 368-369 
p. 369 

 
--- 
 
p. 353 
p. 353 
pp. 353-354 
p. 354 
p. 354 
pp. 354-355 

 
 
CHAPTER 14 
Psychosocial development in middle childhood 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The developing self 
 
11th: Self concept development  
12th: Self concept development : Representational 
system 
Self-esteem 
11th: Emotional growth 
11th: Prosocial behaviour 
12th: Emotional growth and prosocial behaviour  
 

 
p. 385 
 
p. 385 
--- 
 
p. 385 
p. 386 
p. 386 
--- 

 
p. 366 
 
--- 
p. 366 
 
pp. 366-367 
--- 
--- 
pp. 367-368 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The child in the family 
Family atmosphere 
11th: Parenting issues: Coregulation and discipline  
12th: Parenting issues: from control to coregulation 
Effects of parents’ work 
Poverty and parenting 
 

 
p. 387 
p. 387 
pp. 387-388 
--- 
pp. 388-389 
pp. 389-390 

 
p. 368 
pp. 368-369 
--- 
pp. 368-369 
pp. 369-370 
pp. 370-371 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Family structure 
When parents divorce 
Living in a one-parent family 
Living in a cohabiting family 

 
pp. 390-391 
pp. 391-392 
pp. 392-393 
pp. 393-394 

 
pp. 371-373 
pp. 373-374 
pp. 374-375 
p. 375 
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Living in a stepfamily 
Living with gay or lesbian parents 
Adoptive families 
Living with grandparents 
Sibling relationships 
 

p. 394 
pp. 394-395 
pp. 395-396 
p. 396 
pp. 396-397 

pp. 375-376 
p. 376 
pp. 376-377 
pp. 377-378 
pp. 378-379 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The child in the peer group 
Positive and negative effects of peer relations 
Gender differences in peer-group relationships 
Popularity 
Friendship 
11th: Table 14-1: Selman’s stages of friendship 
12th: Table 14-2: Selman’s stages of friendship 
Aggression and bullying 
11th: Gender differences in aggressiveness 
Types of aggression and social information processing  
Does media violence stimulate aggression? 
Bullies and victims 

 
p. 397 
pp. 397-398 
p. 398 
pp. 398-399 
pp. 399-401 
p. 401 
--- 
p. 401-402 
p. 402 
pp. 402-403 
pp. 403-404 
pp. 404-405 

 
p. 379 
p. 379 
pp. 379-380 
pp. 380-381 
p. 381 
--- 
p. 382 
pp. 381-383 
--- 
p. 383 
pp. 383-385 
pp.385-386 
 

 

 
                                        STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
11th: Omit Mental health because it is not in the 12th 
edition 
Stress and resilience 
Stresses of modern life 
Coping with stress : The resilient child 
11th: Table 14-3: Characteristics of resilient children 
and adolescents 
12th: Table 14-4: Characteristics of resilient children 
and adolescents 
 

 
--- 
 
p. 408 
pp. 408-410 
pp. 410-412 
p. 410 
 
--- 

 
--- 
 
p. 386 
pp. 386-388 
pp. 388-389 
--- 
 
p. 389 

 
PART 6 
Adolescence 
 
Chapter 15 
Physical development and health in adolescence 
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Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
How puberty begins: Hormonal changes  
The adolescent growth spurt 
11th: Psychological effects of early and late maturation 
12th: Implications of early and late maturation 
 

 
pp. 421-422 
pp. 423-424 
p. 426 
--- 

 
pp. 398-399 
p. 400 
--- 
pp. 402-403 

Chapter 16 
Cognitive development in adolescence 
 
Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Aspects of cognitive maturation 
Piaget’s stage of formal operations 
Hypothetical-deductive reasoning 
Evaluating Piaget’s theory 
Elkind: Immature characteristics of adolescent thought 
 

 
p. 445 
p. 445 
pp. 445-447 
p. 447 
pp. 447-449 

 
p. 418 
p. 418 
pp. 418-420 
p. 420 
pp. 420-422 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Changes in information processing in adolescence 
Structural change 
Functional change 
 

 
p. 449 
pp. 449-450 
pp. 450-451 

 
p. 422 
pp. 422-423 
p. 423 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Moral Development 
Kohlberg’s theory of moral reasoning  
Kohlberg’s levels and stages 
Evaluating Kohlberg’s theory 
Table 16-1: Kohlberg’s six stages of moral reasoning 
 

 
p. 451 
p. 451 
pp. 451-453 
pp. 454-456 
pp. 452-453 

 
p. 423 
pp. 423-424 
pp. 424-426 
pp. 426-428 
pp. 424-425 

 
Chapter 17 
Psychosocial development in adolescence 
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Sections of the prescribed book you have to study: 
 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
The search for identity 
Erikson: Identity versus identity confusion 
Marcia: Identity status – crisis and commitment 
Table 17-2: Family and personality factors associated 
with adolescents in four identity statuses 
 

 
p. 469 
pp. 469-470 
pp. 470-472 
p. 471 

 
p. 440 
pp. 440-441 
pp. 441-443 
p. 442 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Sexual risk taking 
Teenage pregnancy and childbearing  
 

 
pp. 476-477 
pp. 480-482 

 
pp. 447-448 
pp. 451-452 

 

 
STUDY 

 
11th ed 

 
12th ed 

 
Relationships with family and peers 
Is adolescent rebellion a myth? 
Changing time use and changing relationships 
Adolescents and parents 
11th: Family conflict and individuation 
12th: Individuation and family conflict  
Parenting styles and parental authority 
Parental monitoring and adolescents’ self-disclosure 
Family structure and atmosphere 
Peers and friends 
Friendships 
11th: Omit Cliques and Crowds because it is not in 
the 12th 
Romantic relationships 

 
p. 482 
pp. 482-483 
p. 483 
p. 484 
p. 484 
--- 
pp. 484-485 
p. 485 
p. 486 
p. 488 
p. 488 - 489 
--- 
 
pp. 489-490 

 
pp. 453-454 
p. 454 
pp. 454-455 
p. 455 
--- 
pp. 455-456 
pp. 456-457 
pp. 457-458 
p. 458 
pp. 459-460 
p. 460 
--- 
 
pp. 461-462 
 

 
4.4 Recommended books 
 
There are no recommended books for this module. 
 

4.5 Electronic Reserves (e-Reserves) 

There are no e-Reserves for this module. 
 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE MODULE 

For information on the various student support systems and services available at Unisa (eg 
student counselling, tutorial classes, language support, peer help programmes) please consult 
the publication my Studies @ Unisa that you received with your study material.  
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5.1 CONTACT WITH FELLOW STUDENTS 
 
5.1.1 Study groups 
 
It is advisable to have contact with fellow students.  One way to do this is to form study groups. 
The addresses of students in your area may be obtained from my Studies @ Unisa. 
 
5.1.2 Through myUnisa 
 
If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access resources 
and information at the University. The myUnisa learning management system is Unisa's online 
campus that will help you to communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the 
administrative departments of Unisa – all through the computer and the internet. 
 
5.2 Tutorial classes 
 
Please contact our Regional Centres for more information on tutorial classes. 
 
5.3 Discussion classes 
 
 No discussion classes will take place for this module. 
 
5.4 Repeat students 
 
It is expected from a repeating student to submit all assignments again.  Students will not obtain 
examination admission without the submission of assignments. 
 
 

6 MODULE-SPECIFIC STUDY PLAN 

Use your my Studies @ Unisa brochure for general time management and planning skills. 
 
In order to meet all the deadlines within a limited time (a semester), we advise you to draw up a 
study time-table as soon as possible.  It should make provision for all your subjects, and also for 
unforeseen circumstances such as illness and work pressure, to enable you to work through the 
syllabus in good time. 
 
6.1 The assignments 
 
There are TWO assignments per semester in this module. Please note that different assignment 
are given for different semesters. 
 
By submitting any one assignment on time, you gain examination admission (therefore, 
you do not have to pass the assignments to gain examination admission). However, 
BOTH assignments’ marks contribute to your year mark. 
 

 Your assignment should reach us by the closing dates and NO EXTENSIONS are granted. 

 PLEASE ALSO NOTE that there are NO further opportunities to gain examination admission. 
 
Once your assignments have been marked, it will give you an idea of your knowledge and 
understanding of the study material.  
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If you fail the assignments (receive less than 50%) this should alert you to the fact that your 
knowledge and understanding of the study material of this module are not up to standard and 
that you need to put extra effort into your preparation for the examination. 
 
6.2 General guidelines 
 

 Always keep a copy of your assignment answers, in case your assignment does not reach 
the University.  Please submit the original copy. 

 Please remember to number the assignments correctly (Assignment 01 or Assignment 02) 
and to give it the applicable unique number as it appears in the table on page 27. 

 The two assignments involve the use of a MARK-READING SHEET and you should read the 
section “INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE USE OF MARK-READING SHEETS” in my Studies @ 
Unisa. 

 
Take note of the following important information: 

 Use only an HB pencil (not a pacer) and mark your answers clearly and distinctly. 

 Mark as follows [–] 

 If you mark a block incorrectly, make sure that the mark is erased properly. 

 Do not staple your mark-reading sheet to any document. 

 You may submit your multiple-choice assignments through myUnisa instead of using a mark 
reading sheet.  Please adhere strictly to the requirements applicable to the completion and 
submission of assignments in my Studies @ Unisa. 

 
One of the great advantages that myUnisa offers is that your assignment is immediately 
delivered to the Assignment Section at Unisa so that you do not have to agonise as to whether 
your assignment has arrived safely, and you also no longer have to worry about postal delays. 
 

The submission of assignments by fax or e-mail is not allowed. 

 
6.3 Extension of time for submitting assignments 
 
As the time schedule for semester modules are very tight, NO extension can be granted for 
handing in assignments. 

THEREFORE: DO NOT PHONE US TO ASK FOR AN EXTENSION – Note that assignments 
received after the closing date will NOT be marked, and that you will forfeit your 
examination admission if BOTH assignments do not reach us before the closing dates. 

 

7 MODULE PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 

There are no practicals for this module.  
 

8 ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Assessment plan and marking policy 
 
In this module the year mark counts 20% and the examination 80% of the final mark. BOTH 
Assignments 01 and 02 count towards the year mark. Please note that you should obtain a sub-
minimum of 40% in the examination to obtain a final pass mark, and for your year mark to be 
taken into account. 
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Our marking policy for multiple-choice questions for the assignment, as well as the exam 
paper, is as follows: we MAY adjust the marks to accommodate the effect of “blind guessing” or 
“random guessing” by subtracting a fraction of the marks for each incorrect answer.  For 
questions with three alternatives the maximum that we will reduce is 1 mark for three incorrect 
answers (ie 0,33 marks for each wrong answer). If we find, however, that a specific exam paper 
was difficult, we will reduce less than 0,33 marks for a wrong answer (eg only 0,25 or  0,12). We 
would advise you to attempt all questions, and to leave only those out that you really do not 
know. “Intelligent guessing”, where you use your knowledge to eliminate some of the 
alternatives before guessing the answer from the remaining alternatives, is acceptable and even 
advisable. The chance of selecting the correct alternative with intelligent guessing is much 
bigger than with blind guessing.  
 
If you prefer not to respond to some questions rather than guessing the answer to these 
questions, you may do so. No marks will be subtracted for omitted items.  Bear in mind however 
that it can be shown mathematically that intelligent guessing is always a good strategy when 
you do not know the correct answer and is preferable to simply omitting an item.   
 
8.2 Assignment numbers, unique numbers and due dates  
 

There are TWO assignments per SEMESTER. Kindly make sure that you do the correct 
assignment and that you use the correct unique number 

 
8.2.1 Assignment numbers and unique numbers 

 

 
SEMESTER 1 

 
SEMESTER 2 

Assignment number Unique number Assignment number Unique number 

01 578123 01 578149 

02 578142 02 578157 

 
8.2.2 Due dates of assignments 

 

 
ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 

 
DUE DATE: 

SEMESTER 1 

 
DUE DATE: 

SEMESTER 2 

Assignment 01 20 March 2015 17 August 2015 

Assignment 02 20 April 2015 16 September 2015 

 

8.3 Submission of assignments 

Assignments and learning 
 
Assignments are seen as part of the learning material for this module. As you do the 
assignments, follow the study guide, consult the prescribed book, discuss the work with fellow 
students or tutors or do research, you are actively engaged in learning. 
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For students attending tutorial sessions, tutors may also set additional tasks and give feedback 
in class.  
 

Please note: Although students may work together when preparing assignments, each 
student must do and submit his or her own individual assignment.  

 
General remarks 
PLEASE NOTE: For enquiries about assignments (eg whether or not the University 

has received your assignment or the date on which an assignment 
was returned to you), you can send an e-mail to assign@unisa.ac.za. 

 
Assignments should be addressed to: 
 
Assignments 
PO Box 392 
UNISA 
0003 
 
You may submit the multiple-choice assignments of this module done on mark-reading sheets 
either by post or electronically via myUnisa. Assignments may not be submitted by fax or e-
mail. For detailed information and requirements as far as assignments are concerned, see the 
brochure my Studies @ Unisa that you received with your study material. 
 
To submit an assignment via myUnisa: 
 

 Go to myUnisa. 

 Log in with your student number and password. 

 Select the module. 

 Click on assignments in the left-hand menu. 

 Click on the assignment number you want to submit. 

 Follow the instructions on the screen. 
 
Commentaries and feedback on assignments  
 
You will receive the correct answers automatically for multiple-choice questions. However, 
commentaries on the two assignments will be sent to all students registered for this module 
in a follow-up tutorial letter, and not only to those students who submitted the assignments.  
 
As soon as you have received the commentaries, please check your answers. The assignments 
and the commentaries on these assignments constitute an important part of your learning and 
should help you to be better prepared for the next assignment and the examination. 
 
8.4 Assignments 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT DIFFERENT ASSIGNMENTS ARE GIVEN FOR THE DIFFERENT 
SEMESTERS. KINDLY MAKE SURE THAT YOU DO THE CORRECT ASSIGNMENT AND 
USE THE CORRECT UNIQUE NUMBER. 
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8.4.1 ASSIGNMENT 01 FOR SEMESTER 1 
 

Assignment 01: 
 
SEMESTER ONE: 
 Closing date:  20 March 2015 
 Unique assignment number: 578123 

 
 

Note:  This assignment contributes to the year mark. Students will receive feedback on 
this assignment in a tutorial letter. 
 
Assignment 01 covers the information in Chapters 1 to 10 of the prescribed book.  The 
assignment consists of 15 multiple-choice questions which you have to answer on a mark-
reading sheet or via myUnisa (see section 3.3.3 of this tutorial letter).  THE MARKS WILL BE 
CONVERTED TO A PERCENTAGE BY THE COMPUTER.  Please follow the instructions in 
my Studies @ Unisa which you received at registration very carefully. 
 
NB:  USE ONLY AN HB PENCIL TO MAKE THE MARKS. 

 
Question 1  

 
Johnny’s body shows signs of late maturation. This late development affects his relationships 
with his friends negatively since they see him as “different” and he feels rejected by them. The 
situation also influences Johnny’s sense of self-worth. However, in due course of time his 
reasoning becomes more flexible and he begins to understand his peers and the social norms 
better than before.  
 
To which domains of development are referred to in this example respectively? 
 
(1) Physical, psychosocial and cognitive domains of development  

(2) Cognitive, social and moral domains of development 

(3) Biological, psychological and cognitive domains of development 

 
Question 2 

 

The prescribed book distinguishes certain domains of development, namely physical, 
________ and ________ development during the following periods of child development, 
namely ________, infancy and toddlerhood, ________, middle childhood and ________.  
 
Find the answer where the correct missing words are given: 
 
(1) moral, personality, neonatal, late childhood, pre-adulthood 

(2) cognitive, psychosocial, prenatal period, early childhood, adolescence 

(3) altruistic, self-concept, embryonic stage, general childhood, puberty 
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Question 3 
 
The concept of critical periods is controversial and researchers prefer to refer to sensitive 
periods instead of critical periods in human development, because they found that aspects of 
human development show ...  
 
(1) different reactions to crisis as described by Erikson. He proposed that when a certain 

aspect of human development is exposed to a negative experience during a sensitive 
period of maturation, a positive experience or influence at a later stage could reverse the 
negative effect of the initial experience.  

(2) plasticity or modifiability. Even in the absence of specific kinds of experiences or 
influences certain typical characteristics of human behaviour develop at a certain stage 
and some of these aspects continue to develop throughout the life span. 

(3) modifiability of performance. This implies that certain aspects of human development are 
especially responsive to specific kinds of experiences or influences during a particular 
developmental period, but later development continues to influence development. 

 
Question 4 
 
In his theory of human development, Erikson identified eight stages of development over the 
whole life span.  In each stage there are conflicting or competing tendencies.  Which one of the 
following statements describes these conflicting tendencies correctly? 
 
These tendencies refer to … 
 
(1) the major psychosocial theme of a particular stage. 
(2) developmental issues that create a crisis for the individual at that stage. 
(3) negative interpersonal relationships characterised by conflict that are experienced during 

this stage. 
 
Question 5 
 
When a sequential study design is used, consisting of a sequence of longitudinal studies, which 
one of the following advantages of the sequential design is enabled? 
 
The advantage that the …  
 
(1) collection of data and statistical analysis will not be time-consuming. 
(2) findings report individual differences in the course of development that can be compared. 
(3) amount of data of such a study will be less complex and require less effort. 
 
Question 6 
 
Although it is difficult to distinguish between the influence of heredity and environmental 
conditions on children’s characteristics, in which one of the following cases evidence for strong 
hereditary influence was found? 
 
(a) General intelligence or IQ, memory and information processing. 
(b) Personality traits such as sociability, emotionality and a person’s temperament. 
(c) Medical disorders (such as high blood pressure, peptic ulcers and epilepsy), obesity and 

life span. 
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 7 
 
The effect of prenatal environmental influences on the unborn child depends on the … 
 
(a) child’s genes and mother’s habits and behaviour. 
(b) mother’s choice of method of childbirth (vaginal or caesarean delivery). 
(c) interaction between teratogenic factors and maternal nutrition and weight. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 8 
 

When you explain to a group of new mothers what their newborn babies need to stimulate 
positive development besides feeding, which of the following aspects should you include in your 
explanation? 
 

(a) The importance to encourage the father to be involved in the care of their baby because 
research has shown that fathers’ positive and frequent involvement from infancy on, is 
directly related to the child’s positive development in all domains of development. 

(b) You will warn the mothers that if they have adopted a baby they may not be able to 
develop a close caring bond with their newborn baby since the mother-infant bond is 
largely biologically determined according to the ethological approach.  

(c) The importance of comforting their babies by means of close bodily contact which will have 
a calming and reassuring effect when a baby shows signs of stress.  

 

The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 

Question 9 
 

The fathering role is described and defined by cultural norms.  In this regard research has 
shown that … 
 
(1) in the USA, fathers’ involvement in caregiving and play with their children has not 

changed over the years. 
(2) since mothers have begun to work outside the home, concepts of fathering have 

changed and fathers’ involvement with their children has increased. 
(3) a child’s optimal development and sense of trust in him- or herself and life in general 

depend on the father’s regular interaction with the child and his ability to provide 
financial security for the family. 
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Question 10 
 
Complete the following paragraph on Piaget’s theory: 
 
In the Piagetian approach to cognitive development, ________ (how many?) stages are 
distinguished.  The first stage, namely the _______ stage, consists of ________ (how many?) 
substages.  During this first stage infants learn about themselves and the world and change 
from responding through ________ into goal-directed toddlers, whose cognitive growth takes 
place by means of organised patterns of thought and behaviour, called ________. During the 
first two years toddlers develop from using trial-and error to solve problems, to ________ which 
enables them to think about events.  
 
(1) Four, sensorimotor, six, reflexes, schemes, symbolic thought  
(2) Six, circular, five, random behaviour, representational systems, concrete thought 
(3) Four, circular, six, intentional actions, circular reactions, using insight 
 
Question 11 
 
Skinner’s learning theory and Chomsky’s nativist approach have differing explanations with 
regard to language development.  Which of the following statements are true according to the 
two different approaches?  
 
(a) The learning theory approach can explain why hearing and deaf children develop 

linguistic skills at the same ages.  
(b) The nativist approach explains the role of nurture in language development.  
(c) The nativist approach explains the innate capacity of the human brain to acquire 

language.  
(d) The learning theory explains how language could be learned by means of observation, 

imitation and reinforcement.  
(e) According to the nativist approach, children have the inborn capacity to analyse the 

language they hear and figure out the rules. 
(f) The learning theory fully explains children’s imaginative ways of saying things they never 

heard before.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a), (b) & (f) 
(2) (c), (d) & (e) 
(3) (c), (d), (e) & (f) 
 
Question 12 
 
How stable is temperament?  Which one of the following statements is true with regard to 
research findings and observations about infants’ and children’s temperament? 
 
(1) It seems that temperament is fully formed at birth and that environmental influences, for 

example parenting practices, will not change the basic temperament of a child. 
(2) According to Margaret Mead, childrearing practices related to a specific culture will not 

have a substantial influence on the child’s inborn temperament. 
(3) Newborn babies show different temperaments, and according to some research studies, 

these characteristics seem to be fairly stable. 
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Question 13 
 
Which one of the following statements is correct with regard to the emerging sense of self of 
toddlers? 
 
Toddlers …  
 
(1) form a mental picture of their abilities and traits, but cannot evaluate these abilities and 

traits yet.  
(2) do not realise that they can manipulate aspects in their environment.  
(3) has developed conceptual self-awareness based on their early perceptual discrimination 

between other people and themselves as illustrated by means of the mirror experiment. 
 
Question 14 
 
Which one of the following statements is correct with regard to cognitive development in early 
childhood? 
 
(1) Centration is a cognitive limitation of preoperational children and the reason for their 

egocentrism and inability to understand conservation  
(2) Their thoughts are still very concrete, and therefore they are in the stage before a theory 

of mind will develop. 
(3) Children can understand that a certain action may have different results which mean that 

they see the connection between cause and effect as flexible.  
 
Question 15 
 
How well children in early childhood remember events, is inter alia influenced by the way adults 
talk with their children about the experience.  It was found that elaborative talk by parents 
enhances their children’s recall of an event, because … 
 
(1) it may break the boundaries around the child’s mental representations and give them more 

freedom to remember an event in their own way. 
(2) this kind of talk helps parents to control the correctness of the child’s account of the event 

which can help them to recall it better after some time.  
(3) it can help a child to encode the information of the recent experience and to give verbal 

labels to aspects of the event. 
 

END OF ASSIGNMENT 01 FOR SEMESTER 1 
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8.4.2 ASSIGNMENT 02 FOR SEMESTER 1 
 

Assignment 02 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SEMESTER ONE: 
 Closing date:  20 April 2015 
 Unique assignment number: 578142 

 

Note:  This assignment contributes to the year mark. Students will receive feedback on 
this assignment in a tutorial letter. 
 
Assignment 02 covers the information in Chapters 11 to 17 of the prescribed book.  The 
assignment consists of 15 multiple-choice questions which you have to answer on a mark-
reading sheet or via myUnisa (see section 3.3.3 of this tutorial letter).  THE MARKS WILL BE 
CONVERTED TO A PERCENTAGE BY THE COMPUTER. Please follow the instructions in 
my Studies @ Unisa which you received at registration very carefully. 
 
NB:  USE ONLY AN HB PENCIL TO MAKE THE MARKS. 

 
Question 1 
 
Which statement regarding Kohlberg’s cognitive-developmental theory of gender development 
during early childhood is correct? 
 
According to Kohlberg … 
 
(1) gender concepts and knowledge precedes gendered behaviour.  Therefore, children must 

first realise what gender they belong to, and after that, they start behaving according to 
how they perceive male or female behaviours. 

(2) gender development occur in specific stages: in the first stage children become aware of 
their own gender and that of others and in the second stage they realise that they will 
become a man or woman but think that their gender can still change. 

(3) children in the third stage of gender development realise that one’s gender cannot change 
irrespective of their behaviour or dress, and they therefore have developed a gender-
schema. 

 
Question 2 
 
Which of the following statements with regard to play during middle childhood are correct? 
 
(a) Play promotes agility and social competence but is not promoting school adjustment 

because it diverts children’s concentration away from their studies. 
(b) Approximately 10% of school children’s play consists of rough-and-tumble play and boys 

are more involved in this kind of play than girls.  
(c) Rough-and-tumble play is found in various countries and also in most mammals. 
(d) It was found that active children become active adults and therefore organised sport 

programs at school should include as many children as possible because physical activity 
has immediate and long-term health benefits. 
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) (b), (c) & (d) 

 
Question 3 
 
According to Piaget, children understand conservation of substance, weight and volume at 
different ages. Which one of the following statements is correct with regard to the solving of 
conservation problems?  
 
(The examples in the following alternatives refer to two identical clay balls. One of these is 
rolled into the shape of a sausage in front of the child’s eyes.) 
 
(1) By about seven or eight, children usually can solve problems with regard to conservation 

of substance (knowing the clay in the ball and sausage is the same amount). 
(2) .Only by 12 years of age they can answer a question on whether the ball and the sausage 

will weigh the same. 
(3) The question whether the ball and sausage will displace an equal amount of liquid, can 

only be answered by late adolescence (understanding of conservation of volume). 
 
Question 4 
 
Papalia et al. (2008) cites quite a surprising or astonishing research finding: that today’s 
schoolchildren who were tested on their understanding of conservation of weight and volume, 
were two to three years behind their counterparts of 30 years ago. The authors suggest that an 
explanation for this situation may be that … 
 
(1) these children’s neurological development were behind because of the technological 

environment they live in today.  
(2) these children did not advance through Piaget’s stages as rapidly as their parents did, 

because they have different brain wave patterns for some unknown reason. 
(3) children are drilled too much in the three R’s at school today and do not get experience to 

handle the materials used in the conservation tests. 
 
Question 5 
 
Gardner and Sternberg are known for their theories on multiple intelligences.  When these two 
theorists’ views are compared, we find the following similarities: 
 
(1) Gardner and Sternberg identified the same number of kinds of intelligence. 
(2) Both suggest that high intelligence in one area does not necessarily mean that the 

person has high intelligence in the other areas. 
(3) The abilities identified by these two theorists focus mostly on abilities used in school, 

which are the abilities needed in later life. 
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Question 6 
 
David Elkind calls the children of the modern age “hurried” children because … 
 
(a) while they still have to master the developmental tasks and problems of childhood they are 

forced to grow up and meet the parents’ and society’s demands. 
(b) parents are expecting their children to excel in school, sport and other extramural activities 

irrespective of their level of physical, cognitive and psychosocial development. 
(c) they become aware of adult problems, sex and violence at a very young or psychologically 

immature age. 
(d) the hurried pace of modern life leaves them no time to feel and think as children which 

they need for healthy emotional and social development. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 7 
 
Research on the effects of traumatic events on children, showed that … 
 
(a) children’s reactions vary with age, where younger children tend to concentrate on the 

causes of the event and older children on the consequences thereof.  
(b) children’s reactions vary according to the type of event, for example, they find natural 

disasters worse than war and terrorism.  
(c) their reactions can include various symptoms such as anxiety, fear, sleeplessness and 

they should get counselling if these symptoms last longer than a month. 
(d) parents’ responses to the event and the way they talk with their child about the event can 

have a strong influence on the child’s recovery. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (c) & (d)  
(3) (a), (c) & (d) 
 
Question 8 
 
It is well-known that the effects of puberty during early adolescence can lead to the experience 
of heightened emotionality, and a tendency to be hostile, moody and at times depressed.   
 
Which of the following statements is/are correct with regard to these emotional experiences? 
 
(a) The effects result from the sharp increase in the production of sex-related hormones. 

(b) Boys and girls differ in their experiences and these are influenced by early or late 

maturation. 

(c) The effects are influenced by the age and temperament of the adolescent. 
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 

(2) (b) & (c) 

(3) All of the above 

 

Question 9 

 
Which one of the following developments or changes in information processing explains 
Piaget’s view of the cognitive advances during adolescence?  
 
(1) Structural changes in information processing such as the enlargement of the capacity of 

the working memory and an increase in the amount of declarative, procedural and 
conceptual knowledge which could be stored in long-term memory promote hypothetical-
deductive reasoning. 

(2) The development of the executive function promotes mature thinking because it enables 
adolescents to be critical of past decisions and to propose ideal solutions for complex 
problems.  

(3) The strengthening of neural connections causes a gradual increase in information 
processing which gives adolescents time to gather information before making important 
decisions and commit themselves to, for example, a system of beliefs of what is just or fair.  

 
Question 10 
 
Which of the following statements with regard to Kohlberg’s theory of moral development are 
correct?  
 
(a) In his theory Kohlberg explains the reasons why people’s moral behaviour does not always 

reflect their moral principles or reasoning. 
(b) In his research Kohlberg found that children reach a certain level of cognitive development 

at a specific age which enables them to judge an issue on a certain level of morality. 
(c) According to Kohlberg children’s moral judgement during a very young age is determined 

by their cognitive ability as well as their motives and emotions. 
(d) Kohlberg based his theory of moral reasoning on people’s growing ability to understand, 

reason and judge issues in the social world.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 11 
 
According to Erikson adolescents form an identity by resolving the following major issues: 
 
(1) choosing an occupation, accepting a personal value system, accepting a sexual identity 
(2) forming real intimate relationships, loosening the attachment bond to parents, accepting an 

ethnic identity 
(3) developing fidelity, developing trust in people, forming a personal identity 
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Question 12 
 

According to Erikson, adolescents who have solved the identity crisis develop the virtue of 
fidelity. Which of the following will be characteristic of adolescents who have developed fidelity? 
 

(a) Loyalty to friends and trust in a loved person. 
(b) Identification with values, a religion or ethnic group. 
(c) Avoidance of crises and commitment to a value system. 
 

The correct answer is: 
 

(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) (a) & (c) 
 

Question 13 
 

With regard to the extent of adolescent rebellion or conflict between parents and adolescents 
research findings showed that …  
 

(1) parent-adolescent conflict, risky behaviour, moodiness and depression occur more 
frequently during late adolescence than in any other stage of life.  

(2) most teenagers feel close to their parents, value their approval and share their views on 
important issues and when conflict occurs it is about every day or ordinary matters. 

(3) cultural norms such as those in preindustrial societies can lead to heightened adolescent 
rebellion. 

 

Question 14  
 

Authoritative parents promote healthy development during adolescence because they … 
 

(1) exercise behavioural and psychological control that fit the requirements of not only the 
situation but also their children’s feelings, self-image and temperament.  

(2) listen to their adolescent children’s opinions and reasons for behaviour, explain their own 
point of view, reason with them and exercise appropriate behavioural control. 

(3) recognise their adolescent children’s need for autonomy and reluctance for self-disclosure 
and decide to exercise behavioural and psychological control when necessary.  

 

Question 15 
 

“The intensity and importance of friendships and the amount of time spent with friends are 
probably greater in adolescence than in any other time in the life span” (Papalia et al., 2008, p. 
488). 
 

Which of the following statements with regard to friendships during adolescence is correct? 
 
Adolescents … 
 
(1) mostly choose friends of a different race, who have other academic attitudes and are of the 

opposite gender. 
(2) rely more on friends than on parents for intimacy and support. 
(3) confide more in parents than friends with regard to their feelings and self-worth. 
 

END OF ASSIGNMENT 02 FOR SEMESTER 1 
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8.4.3 ASSIGNMENT 01 FOR SEMESTER 2 
 

Assignment 01: 
 
SEMESTER TWO: 
 Closing date:  17 August 2015 
 Unique assignment number: 578149 

 

Note:  This assignment contributes to the year mark. Students will receive feedback on 
this assignment in a tutorial letter. 
 
Assignment 01 covers the information in Chapters 1 to 10 of the prescribed book.  The 
assignment consists of 15 multiple-choice questions which you have to answer on a mark-
reading sheet or via myUnisa (see section 3.3.3 of this tutorial letter). THE MARKS WILL BE 
CONVERTED TO A PERCENTAGE BY THE COMPUTER.  Please follow the instructions in 
my Studies @ Unisa which you received at registration very carefully. 
 
NB: U USE ONLY AN HB PENCIL TO MAKE THE MARKS 

 
Question 1 
 
Unlike her peer group, Jane’s body and brain show signs of early maturation. This early 
development affects her relationships with her friends negatively since they see her as 
“different” and feel unsure about her involvement in their activities and conversations. The 
situation also influences Jane’s sense of self-worth. To cope she considers them to be childish. 
However, in due course of time her reasoning becomes more flexible and she begins to 
understand their reactions based on her more mature understanding of people and social 
norms.  
 
To which domains of development are referred to in this example respectively? 
 
(1) cognitive, social and moral domains of development 
(2) biological, psychological and cognitive domains of development 
(3) physical, psychosocial and cognitive domains of development 
 
Question 2 
 
Researchers prefer to refer to sensitive periods in human development instead of critical 
periods since they found that aspects of human development show.  
 
(1) plasticity.  Although certain aspects of human development are especially responsive to 

specific kinds of experiences or influences during a particular developmental period, some 
of these aspects continue to be influenced by experiences at later stages.  

(2) plasticity.  Even in the absence of specific kinds of experiences or influences certain typical 
characteristics of human behaviour develop at a certain stage and some of these aspects 
continue to develop throughout the life span. 

(3) spontaneous recovery.  When a certain aspect of human development is exposed to a 
negative experience during a sensitive period of maturation, a positive experience or 
influence at a later stage could reverse the negative effect of the initial experience. 
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Question 3 
 
In which of the following periods of development is the child’s physical development the most 
vulnerable or sensitive to environmental influences? 
 
(1) Infancy, toddlerhood and adolescence 
(2) Prenatal period, infancy and toddlerhood 
(3) Embryonic stage, fetal stage and early childhood 
 
Question 4 
 
Complete the following paragraph: 
 
In his theory of human development Erikson gave attention to (a)……………….. on the process 
of development and explained that development in each stage is characterised by a crisis in 
personality.  Because the term crisis was often misunderstood, he replaced the term “crisis” in 
his later writings with (b)…………………….. . 
 
(1) (a)  social and cultural influences 
 (b)  conflicting or competing tendencies 
(2) (a)  the effect of physical maturation 
 (b)  critical themes 
(3) (a)  interpersonal relationships 
  (b)  developmental issues 
 
Question 5 
 
When a sequential study design is used, which one of the following disadvantages of the cross-
sectional design is eliminated? 
 
The disadvantage that …  
 
(1) the collection of data and statistical analysis are time-consuming.  
(2) the findings report group averages rather than individual differences. 
(3) age-related changes are confounded by cohort effects. 
 
Question 6 
 
With regard to the effect of varying hereditary and environmental conditions on development, 
which one of the following statements explains the concepts of reaction range and 
canalisation in this regard?  
 
(1) Reaction range refers to the range of expression of a genetically determined trait 

regardless of maturation processes and environmental conditions. However, owing to 
canalisation the expression of such an inherited characteristic could be channelled into 
socially acceptable behaviour.  

(2) Reaction range refers to the range of expression of a hereditary trait which is limited or 
promoted by environmental conditions such as nutrition and climate. However, the 
influence of environmental conditions depends on how highly canalised the inherited trait 
is.  
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(3) Since the reaction range of hereditary traits of older children shows greater variability, the 
importance of hereditary becomes less in favour of environmental influences. However, 
owing to canalisation the expression of a hereditary trait depends largely on biological 
maturation (eg the universal developmental pattern of a child to sit, crawl and walk at a 
certain stage shows no variations). 

 
Question 7 
 
Why are babies of mothers with diabetes two to five times more inclined to develop heart and 
spinal cord defects than babies of other mothers? 
 
(1) High blood glucose levels delay the development of more complex organs such as the 

heart and neurological system during the fetal stage. 
(2) During the embryonic stage high blood glucose levels deprive the embryo of oxygen which 

causes cell damage in the developing organs.  
(3) High blood glucose levels effect the embryo in the same way as malnutrition and cause 

anemia and cell damage in the developing heart and central nervous system. 
 
Question 8 
 
When you explain to a group of new mothers what their newborn babies need to stimulate 
positive development besides feeding, which of the following aspects should you include in your 
explanation? 
 
(a) The importance of comforting their babies by means of close bodily contact which will also 

have a calming and reassuring effect when a baby shows signs of stress.  
(b) You will assure the mothers that even if they have a so-called difficult or colic baby they 

will still develop a close caring bond with their newborn baby since the mother-infant bond 
is largely biologically determined according to the ethological approach.  

(c) The importance to acknowledge cultural variations in, for example, mother-infant care, 
general child-care norms and habits, and family and social structures and values with 
regard to child-rearing. 

 

The correct answer is: 
 

(1) (b) 
(2) (a) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 

Question 9 
 

The fathering role is described as a social construction because it is influenced by economic 
and social changes and defined by cultural norms. In this regard research has shown that in 
most cultures … 
 

(1) a child’s sense of well-being and development in all domains are positively influenced by 
the frequent and positive involvement of the father during all the developmental stages of 
the child’s life. 

(2) a child’s optimal development and sense of trust in him- or herself and life in general 
depend on the father’s regular interaction with the older child and his ability to provide 
financial security for the family. 

(3) the cognitive and socioemotional development of the child are facilitated by the a clear 
distinction between the fathering and mothering role even when the father has to perform 
maternal duties when both parents are employed. 
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Question 10 
 
Complete the following paragraph: 
 
The Piagetian approach to cognitive development focuses on how (a)…………….. and adjust to 
the environment. During the first two years in the six substages of the sensorimotor stage, 
cognitive growth takes place by means of (b)………………. .  By gradually forming organised 
thought and behavioural patterns called (c) ………………. they develop (d).……………. .  
 
(1) (a)  children process information  

(b) object recognition  
(c) maturation 
(d) schemes of cause and effect 

(2) (a)  children’s minds structure activities 
(b) circular reactions 
(c) schemes  
(d) symbolic thought 

(3) (a) children learn from experience 
(b) trial and error activities 
(c) invisible and visible imitation 
(d) the concept of object permanence 

 
Question 11 
 
With regard to the theories of language development, which of the following are criticism of the 
nativist approach of Chomsky and Skinner’s learning theory? 
 
(1) The nativist approach could not explain why hearing and deaf children develop linguistic 

skills at the same ages. 
The learning theory does not explain the role of nurture in language development.  

(2) The nativist approach only explained the innate capacity of the human brain to acquire 
language.  
The learning theory does not explain how language could be learned by means of 
observation in the learning process consisting of observation, imitation and reinforcement.  

(3) The nativist approach does not explain individual differences in the rate of language 
development and linguistic skills. 
The learning theory cannot fully explain the development of the more complex aspects of 
language such as subtle nuances in the meaning of words or expressions. 

 
Question 12 
 
A child’s behaviour in a situation or reaction to a person during the first three years will depend 
on … 
 
(a) the child’s temperament or biologically determined characteristics. 
(b) how well the characteristics of the environment fit the child’s temperament. 
(c) the ability of the child to change his or her temperament in response to the parenting style 

of the parents and other psychosocial experiences.  
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 13 
 
The development of a sense of self between one and two years when babies become toddlers 
could be seen in the following psychological developments: Toddlers …  
 
(a) do not only start to form a mental picture of their abilities and traits, but also start to 

evaluate these abilities and traits. 
(b) become aware of the fact that they can manipulate aspects in their environment. 
(c) show the ability to control their behaviour and to internalise social standards.  
(d) develop conceptual self-awareness based on their early perceptual discrimination between 

other people and themselves. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (d) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 14 
 
Research findings with regard to cognitive development in early childhood showed that … 
 
(a) children reason that a certain action will always have the same result which means that 

they see the connection between cause and effect as fixed and totally predictable. 
(b) when familiar and more concrete tasks were used in the  research method, children in 

early childhood have a theory of mind. 
(c) individual differences in the development of a theory of mind are determined amongst 

others by brain maturation, social competence and language development. 
(d) centration is a cognitive limitation of preoperational children and the reason for their 

egocentrism and inability to understand conservation.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
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Question 15 
 
How well children in early childhood remember a certain event or experience depends on … 
 
(1) parents who repeat their questions or statements in their conversations with their children 

and make sure that the children see the same event several times. 
(2) children’s active involvement in an unique event and their ability or level of language 

development which enable them to tell other people about the event or their rare 
experience.  

(3) the child-rearing style of the parents since authoritarian parents will give a detailed 
explanation of all the related information and by doing so promote encoding and storage of 
information.  

 

END OF ASSIGNMENT 01 FOR SEMESTER 2 
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8.4.4 ASSIGNMENT 02 FOR SEMESTER 2 
 

Assignment 02 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SEMESTER TWO: 
 Closing date:  16 September 2015 
 Unique assignment number: 578157 

 

Note:  This assignment contributes to the year mark. Students will receive feedback on 
this assignment in a tutorial letter. 
 
Assignment 02 covers the information in Chapters 11 to 17 of the prescribed book.  The 
assignment consists of 15 multiple-choice questions which you have to answer on a mark-
reading sheet or via myUnisa (see section 3.3.3 of this tutorial letter).  THE MARKS WILL BE 
CONVERTED TO A PERCENTAGE BY THE COMPUTER. Please follow the instructions in 
my Studies @ Unisa which you received at registration very carefully. 
 
NB: USE ONLY AN HB PENCIL TO MAKE THE MARKS. 

 
Question 1 
 
Which statement(s) regarding the cognitive approach to gender development during early 
childhood is/are correct? 
 
(a) Kohlberg’s view that gender constancy motivates children to behave according to their sex 

was supported by the research finding that children show gender-typed preferences after 
reaching the final stage of the development of gender constancy.  

(b) In her gender-schema theory Bem states that children form a gender schema or mentally 
organised network of gender information that reminds strongly of Piaget’s view of cognitive 
schemes, the term for organised patterns of thought and behaviour. 

(c) Although the various cognitive approaches of gender development differ with regard to 
what motivates children to perform gender roles and why individual differences regarding 
gender-typing occur, these theorists agree that socialisation may play an important role.  

 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 2 
 
Complete the following paragraph: 
 
James, age 2, is building a tower with the building blocks in the nursery school’s playroom. This 
type of play is known as (a)………………. . When he has almost finished building the tower a 
little girl notices that he is struggling to reach more blocks. She leaves her game and goes to 
him to help him getting the blocks. Her behaviour is described as (b)……………….. . However, 
James wants to build the tower all by himself and starts to break the unfinished tower by kicking 
it while shouting at her to go away. His behaviour is described as (c)………………. typically 
shown more often by boys.  
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(1) (a)  constructive play 
 (b)  prosocial behaviour 
 (c)  overt aggression  
(2) (a)  gender role play 
 (b) interpersonal behaviour 
 (c)  dramatic play 
(3) (a)  independent play 
 (b)  helping behaviour 
 (c)  instrumental aggression 
 
Question 3 
 
Which of the following statements with regard to play during middle childhood are correct? 
 
(a) Play not only promotes adjustment to school but also alertness which helps children to 

concentrate on their studies.  
(b) Approximately 10% of school children’s play consists of rough-and-tumble play and boys 

are less involved in this kind of play than girls.  
(c) Rough-and-tumble play promotes physical development and channels aggression in 

socially acceptable behaviour. 
(d) Besides the physical benefits of play, play also promotes children’s general sense of well-

being and their self-esteem. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (b) & (d) 
(3) (a), (c) & (d) 
 
Question 4 
 
According to Piaget which of the following cognitive abilities of children in the stage of concrete 
operations promote their ability to solve problems with regard to conservation of substance and 
weight? The cognitive ability to … 
 
(1) judge cause and effect with regard to changes in objects and classify it into main and 

subclasses. 
(2) distinguish the concrete aspects of substance and weight, consider various possibilities 

and come to certain conclusions. 
(3) understand the principle of identity and reversibility and the ability to decenter. 
 
Question 5 
 
The development of children’s cognitive ability from rigid, illogical thinking during early childhood 
to flexible, logical thinking during middle childhood is according to … 
 
(1) Case the result of growth in selective attention. 
(2) Piaget the result of neurological development and experience. 
(3) Elkind the result of decline in egocentric and concrete thought. 
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Question 6 
 
Peter is 9 years old and owing to the increased efficiency of his working memory and his 
improved ability to encode, store and retrieve information …  
 
(1) the use of mnemonic strategies to remember information has become less important. 
(2) external memory aids are not used as effectively as when he was younger. 
(3) his ability to solve conservation tasks also improves. 
 
Question 7 
 
Which one of the following elements of Sternberg’s theory of intelligence relates to how effective 
information is processed? 
 
(1) The experiential element which is the practical aspect of intelligence. 
(2) The componential element which is the analytical aspect of intelligence. 
(3) The contextual element which is the experiential aspect of intelligence. 
 
Question 8 
 
Complete the following sentence with regard to self-concept development in early and middle 
childhood:  
 
Children In early childhood define and evaluate themselves generally in terms of …  
 
(1) how their parents describe them and to what extent they are able to show initiative when 

playing games, while children in middle childhood define and evaluate themselves in 
terms of the characteristics of popular role models and especially peer group norms. 

 
(2) the person they identify with such as a parent, nursery school teacher or popular television 

character, while children in middle childhood form representational systems and 
integrate the various aspects of the self to promote the development of an unique identity. 

 
(3) their physical features, concrete observable behaviour, preferences and possessions, 

while children in middle childhood judge various aspects of the self more realistically and 
compare their real selves with the ideal self and social standards. 

 
Question 9 
 
Research in various countries showed that those children who are not resilient, who live in lower 
socioeconomic (poor) circumstances and experience their environment as threatening since 
they cannot cope with the stresses of the environment … 
 
(a) may experience intense anxiety which tend to be the cause of violent and/or criminal 

behaviour in schools and society. 
(b) are aggressive and show antisocial or criminal behaviour in adulthood. 
(c) often find it difficult to concentrate on their school work and tend to experience trouble in 

sleeping. 
(d) may find it difficult to form close relationships because of a sense of mistrust in people and 

life in general. 
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The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (c) & (d) 
(3) (a), (c) & (d) 
 
Question 10 
 
Heightened emotionality and a tendency to be hostile, moody and at times depressed during 
puberty or early adolescence … 
 
(d) could be attributed to the sharp increase in the production of sex-related hormones. 
(e) differ for boys and girls and are influenced by early or late maturation. 
(f) are determined by the age and temperament of the adolescent. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(4) (a) 
(5) (b) & (c) 
(6) All of the above 
 
Question 11 
 
With regard to the psychological effect of early maturation in boys research findings differ. 
Some studies found that in comparison with late maturing boys, early maturing boys … 
 
(a) are more anxious and aggressive, while other studies found that they are more relaxed 

and good-natured.  
(b) show an increase in self-esteem and are popular, while other studies found that they are 

more dependent, worried that they won’t be liked and more bound by rules. 
(c) are cognitively more advanced and capable of reasoning on an abstract level about moral 

issues, while other research findings showed that they still reason on a concrete level.  
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (c)  
(2) (a) & (b) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Question 12  
 
On the basis of his research, Piaget himself mentioned in his later works that he did not give 
enough attention to the following aspect in the earlier formulation of his theory of cognitive 
development: 
 
(1) The influence of contextual factors such as the situation, social environment and culture on 

the cognitive structure and level of children’s thinking. 
(2) How information processing takes place and knowledge is accumulated to become an 

expert in a specific field. 
(3) The high level of cognitive skills required from adolescents and adults to reach the level of 

formal operational thought.  
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Question 13 
 

Adolescents develop the ability to use formal operational thought, but they do not have the 
experience how to use the many new possible ways of thinking about themselves, their 
relationships and the world they live in. According to Elkind which of the following characteristics 
of adolescents are the result of such immature thinking? 
 

(a) Their ability to think about thinking, what they and other people think and their 
preoccupation with themselves lead to self-consciousness and the imaginary audience 
fantasy. 

(b) Adolescents’ ability to think about the logic of facts, reason about abstract concepts and 
how things are and could or should be, promote an idealistic view of a better world that 
leads to criticism of parents and authority figures.  

(c) Their ability to consider many alternatives but their inexperience to know on what to base 
their decisions often leads to an inability to make up their minds. 

(d) Adolescents’ belief that they are special and invulnerable and that their experiences are 
unique manifests in a personal fable, a form of adolescent egocentrism. 

 

The correct answer is: 
 

(1) (d) 
(2) (a), (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 

Question 14 
 

With regard to the extent of adolescent rebellion or conflict between parents and adolescents 
research findings showed that …  
 

(a) parent-adolescent conflict, risky behaviour, moodiness and depression occur more 
frequently during early adolescence than in any other stage of life.  

(b) most teenagers feel close to their parents, value their approval and share their views on 
important issues and when conflict occurs it is about everyday or ordinary matters. 

(c) when cultural norms such as those in preindustrial societies provide clear guidelines 
about, for example social norms, values and behaviour for the transitional stage between 
childhood and adulthood, adolescent rebellion rarely occurs.  

 

The correct answer is: 
 

(1) (b) 
(2) (a) & (c) 
(3) All of the above 
 

Question 15 
 

Friendships and cliques … 
 
(1) consist of adolescents of the same age, gender and race. 
(2) emphasise intimacy between the members and loyalty to the norms of the peer social 

system. 
(3) are formed on the basis of the social status and popularity of the friend or peer. 
 

END OF ASSIGNMENT 02 FOR SEMESTER 2 
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9 OTHER ASSESSMENT METHODS 

We will not use other assessment methods. 
 

10   EXAMINATION 
 
For general information and requirements as far as examinations are concerned, see the 
brochure my Studies @ Unisa which you received with your study material. 
 
10.1 Examination admission 
 

YOU SHOULD SUBMIT ANY ONE ASSIGNMENT IN THIS MODULE IN TIME IN ORDER TO 
GAIN EXAMINATION ADMISSION. HOWEVER BOTH ASSIGNMENTS COUNT FOR YOUR 
YEAR MARK AND IT IS THEREFORE TO YOUR OWN BENEFIT TO DO BOTH 
 
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PASS THE ASSIGNMENTS.  IT SHOULD, HOWEVER, REACH US 
BY THE CLOSING DATES. (NO EXTENSION WILL BE GRANTED.) 
 
THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN A YEAR MARK 

 
10.2 Format of the examination paper 
 

The examination in PYC2602 will be two hours and consists of 
70 multiple-choice questions. 

 
The 70 multiple-choice questions count 1 mark each and your mark out of 70 will be converted 
to a percentage by the computer. 
 
You will mark your answers on a mark-reading sheet and submit it together with the 
examination paper.  Please make sure that you do not mark your answers on the question 
paper but directly on the mark-reading sheet. 
 
10.3 Preparation for the Examination 
 
The multiple-choice questions in the examination paper are based on: 
 
(1) the sections which you have to study in the prescribed book, as indicated in the study 

guide or in this tutorial letter under section 4.3 
(2) questions and tasks in the study guide 
(3) the two multiple-choice assignments. 
 
10.4 Examination period 
 
This module is a semester module in 2015. This means that you will write the examination in 
May/June 2015 if you are enrolled for this module for the first semester and October/November 
2015 if you are enrolled for the module in the second semester. The Examination Section will 
provide you with information regarding the examination in general, examination venues, 
examination dates and examination fees. 
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10.5 Supplementary examination 
 
Students who fail the examination in May/June 2015 and who obtained 40% or more, or who 
could not write because of medical reasons, have the opportunity to write the examination in 
October/November 2015. Students who fail the examination in October/November 2015 and 
who obtained 40% or more, or who could not write because of medical reasons, have the 
opportunity to write the examination in May/June 2016. 
 
Please use the following e-mail addresses if you have administrative enquiries about 
examinations: 
 
General enquiries:        exams@unisa.ac.za 
Enquiries about aegrotat and special examinations:  aegrotats@unisa.ac.za 
 
 

11   FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

The my Studies @ Unisa brochure contains an A-Z guide of the most relevant study 
information. 
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