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Introduction 
 
Dear Student 

This tutorial letter, which will be our last tutorial letter to you, contains feedback on Assignment 02.  Please 
see Tutorial Letter 201/2017 about the examination. 
 
This is now the time to put your shoulder to the wheel as there is no better way of dealing with the 
examination than being thoroughly prepared for it. We wish you well in the final stretch before the 
examinations and every success with your further studies. 
 
 
Friendly greetings 
 
 
YOUR PSYCHOLOGY LECTURERS 
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Feedback on Assignment 2 
 
 

Please note that all the page numbers in our feedback refer to Louw and Louw (2014) 
(the 2nd edition) 

 
 
Question 1 
 
According to Jean Piaget, the most critical mental operation of children in middle childhood is … which 
enables them to … and …  
(1) using accommodation and assimilation; perform conservation tasks; apply hypothetical thought 
(2) understanding reversibility; understand hierarchies of classes; perform conservation tasks  
(3) developing schemas; apply hypothetical thought; understand hierarchies of classes  
 
Feedback on Question 1 
 
Reversibility entails a person’s understanding that physical actions and mental operations may be 
reversed, that is, any operation has an inverse that may undo or reverse the effect of the operation. 
During middle childhood the understanding of basic reversibility develops and allows the child to achieve 
cognitive gains such as the ability to understand hierarchies of classes and to perform conservation 
tasks. The ability to apply hypothetical thought develops only during the formal operational stage of 
development. Therefore, alternative (2) is the correct answer. 
 
Question 2 
 
Which of the following is/are true regarding the applicability, the strengths and the weak points of the 
information processing approach to cognitive development in middle childhood? 
 
(a) It has important applications to education, especially concerning knowledge about memory 

functioning, metacognition and memory strategies. 
(b) It influences other theoretical approaches. 
(c) The strengths lie in its ability to express the complexity of thought, its precise analysis of 

performance and change in thought, and its rigorous methodology. 
(d) Its weaknesses lie in the ignoring of the larger context in which the child functions; therefore their 

needs, goals and the social influences.  

The correct answer is: 

(1) (a) & (d) 
(2) (b) & (c) 
(3) All of the above  
 
Feedback on Question 2 
 
Read the paragraph under How applicable is the information-processing approach? on p. 233 of the 
prescribed book. You will realise that all of the mentioned options are true with regard to the applicability, 
strengths and weaknesses of this approach. Therefore, alternative (3) is the correct answer. 
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Question 3 
 
When children prove to their parents that they can manage certain tasks on their own, effective parents 
gradually shift control to the child. Parents still maintain control and supervision, while children are 
permitted to make moment-to-moment decisions. This process is called …  

(1) transitional parenting 
(2) co-regulation  
(3) authoritative parenting 

 
Feedback on Question 3 
 
Co-regulation is a term that is used in developmental psychology to indicate that parents gradually shift 
control from the adult to the child when children demonstrate that they are able to manage daily 
activities. In this instance parents are still the main supervisors but children are allowed to make their 
own moment-by-moment decisions. Transitional parenting is not a term that is used in development 
psychology. Authoritative parenting refers to a specific parenting style where parents are warm and 
sensitive to their children’s needs but set appropriate autonomy.  
Therefore, alternative (2) is the correct answer. 
 
Question 4 
 
Parents and children may influence one another in different ways. In this regard, the bi-directional model 
assumes that …  
 
(1) parent and child influence each other reciprocally and perpetuate each other’s behaviour.  
(2) the behaviour, parenting style, mood and circumstances of the parent influence the child’s 

development. 
(3) children’s age, competence, temperament and perceptions influence their parents’ behaviour 

towards them. 
 
Feedback on Question 4 
 
In developmental psychology three models of influence in the family represent different ways of thinking 
about this, namely the parent effects model, the child effects model and the bi-directional model. 
Alternative (1) refers to the bi-directional model, alternative (2) to the parent effects model and 
alternative (3) to the child effects model. Therefore, alternative (1) is the correct answer. 
 
Question 5 
 
During middle childhood, parenting from a distance becomes increasingly prominent. This is related to …  

(a) children’s developing autonomy and involvement in social settings. 
(b) parents actively setting rules regarding friends and activities and monitoring their behaviour from a 

distance. 
(c) parents becoming more involved in their own careers and interests. 
(d) children having to adjust to new routines and social scripts and to parental expectations regarding 

conduct.  

The correct answer is: 

(1) (a) & (c) 
(2) (a), (b) & (d)  
(3) All of the above 
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Feedback on Question 5 
 
Because children in middle childhood show increased autonomy and involvement in many new social 
settings parenting from a distance becomes possible. This entails that parents set rules regarding their 
child’s friends and whereabouts thereby monitoring their behaviour from a distance. This then places a 
new responsibility on the child as he/she has to adjust to set routines, social scripts and parental 
expectations about their conduct. Parenting from a distance has nothing to do with parents becoming 
more involved with their careers and interests. 
Therefore, alternative (2) is the correct answer. 
 
Question 6 
 
Positive discipline focuses on …  
 
(a) parental behaviours. 
(b) establishing rules, setting limits and offering choices. 
(c) consistency and follow through. 
(d) positive feedback. 
 
The correct answer is: 
(1) (b) 
(2) (a), (c) & (d) 
(3) All of the above  
 
Feedback on Question 6 
 
Discipline is defined as “methods of teaching children character, self-control, moral values, and 
appropriate behaviour” (Louw & Louw, 2014, p. 267). Discipline is however not equal to punishment. 
Punishment is however one of the strategies of discipline. Positive discipline has some important 
features namely parental behaviour, the establishment of rules and setting of limits, the offering of 
choices, consistency and follow-through as well as positive feedback. Read about these features on pp. 
267-269 of the text book.  
Alternative (3) is therefore the correct answer. 
 
Question 7 
 
Adolescents’ attentional abilities are adapted to cope with the changing demands of a task. … refers to 
the ability to focus on relevant information and to ignore less important information while … refers to the 
ability to pay attention to more than one aspect simultaneously.  
 
(1) Structural capacity; functional capacity 
(2) Divided attention; selective attention 
(3) Selective attention; divided attention  
 
Feedback on Question 7 
 
During adolescence a person’s ability to pay attention improves quite dramatically. Two aspects of 
attentional abilities that are relevant here are selective attention and divided attention which refer to the 
ability of a person to focus on relevant information whilst ignoring less important information and the 
ability to pay attention to more than one aspect at a time. Structural capacity and functional capacity 
refer to cognitive ability and to making effective use of existing mental abilities respectively. Therefore, 
alternative (3) is correct. 
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Question 8 
 
Adolescents can increasingly process more information. This is related to functional capacity, which 
refers to adolescents’ ability to …  

(1) make effective use of existing mental abilities.  
(2) focus on relevant information. 
(3) carry out procedures selected by the metacomponents.  
 
Feedback on Question 8 
 
Structural capacity and functional capacity improve during adolescence and relates to increased 
information processing speed. Functional capacity refers to adolescents’ ability to make more effectively 
use of existing mental abilities such as attentional and mnemonic aids. Therefore, alternative (1) is 
correct. 
 
Question 9 
 
According to Robert Sternberg, individual differences in problem-solving abilities and knowledge base 
can be explained in terms of knowledge acquisition components, which refer to …  

(1) the higher cognitive functions that determine which behaviour and strategies should be used. 
(2) the components that are used to acquire new information as is needed.  
(3) cognitive self-regulation where individuals consciously monitor their progress towards a goal in 

order to redirect unsuccessful outcomes.  
 
Feedback on Question 9 
 
Robert Sternberg identified three processes or components that are related to individual differences in 
problem-solving abilities and knowledge base namely metacomponents, performance components and 
knowledge acquisition components. After you have studied the relevant section on p. 329 of the text 
book you will realise that knowledge acquisition components acquire new information when needed.  
Therefore, alternative (2) is correct. 
 
Question 10 
 
An aspect of social cognition that advances in adolescence is their mutual perspective-taking ability. This 
refers to … 

(1) the ability to understand that not only may a person have a view different from one’s own, but that 
others also understand that your view is different from theirs.  

(2) adolescents’ realisation that their social perspective and those of others are influenced not just by 
their interaction with one another, but also by their roles in wider society. 

(3) the ability to consider a situation from a point of view other than one’s own.  
 
Feedback on Question 10 
 
Adolescents’ advances in their cognitive abilities have implications for their social cognition. Social 
cognition entails the way in which people think about other people, social relationships and social 
institutions. Relevant concepts in this regard are perspective taking, mutual perspective-taking and social 
and conventional system of perspective-taking. Perspective-taking refers to the ability to consider a 
situation from a point of view other than one’s own. Mutual perspective-taking entails the understanding 
that not only may a person have a view that differs from one’s own, but also that others understand that 
your view is different from theirs.  
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Social and conventional system perspective-taking ability refers to adolescents’ realisation that their 
social perspective and those of other people are influenced not only by their interaction with one another 
but also by their various roles in the wider society. Therefore, alternative (1) is correct. 
Question 11 
 
Findings on the identity formation of South African adolescents …  
 
(a) show that black adolescents show a stronger collective identity than the other racial groups. 
(b) and the interpretation of the findings indicate that white adolescents either show foreclosed 

identities or are in an identity moratorium stage. 
(c) show that black, white and Coloured adolescents do not experience race or colour as critical in 

their formation of an identity. 
(d) and the interpretation of the findings may be a result of socio-cultural or socio-political factors. 

 
The correct answer is: 

 
(1) (a) & (b) 
(2) (c) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 11 
 
Identity formation is influenced by various aspects such as the larger cultural context and socio-political 
factors. After you studied the section on forming a group identity on pp. 346-348 in the text book you 
will realise that all the options in the above question are correct. Therefore, alternative (3) is correct. 
 
Question 12 
 
Conformity in adolescence …  
 
(a) is defined as the degree to which a person is willing to change his or her behaviour, attitudes and 

beliefs to fit in with the peer group. 
(b) refers to the pressure of the peer group. 
(c) usually occurs among older adolescents. 
(d) may hold important advantages for adolescents. 
(e) is usually a cause of concern for parents. 
 
The correct answer is: 
 
(1) (a), (b) & (c) 
(2) (c), (d) & (e) 
(3) (a), (b), (d) & (e)  
 
Feedback on Question 12 
 
Conformity refers to “the degree to which a person is willing to change his/her behaviour, attitudes and 
beliefs in order to fit in with a group” (Louw & Louw, 2014, p. 370). Conforming to the peer group often 
results in acceptance which then again assists with self-confidence and a sense of security in the striving 
towards autonomy. Younger adolescents tend to conform more than older adolescents, though.  
 
Even though conforming to the peer group hold certain advantages and benefits adolescents at times, 
parents may be concerned that the influence of the peer group may be detrimental to their children.  
 
Therefore, the correct alternative is (3). 
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Question 13 
 
Which of the following is/are FALSE regarding the impact of divorce on children’s well-being? 
(a) Children tend to have lower levels of educational, occupational and financial attainment. 
(b) The relationship between children and their mother is usually more negatively affected by divorce. 
(c) Children’s reactions to their parent’s divorce are determined by the age of the child. 
(d) Boys are generally more negatively affected by their parents’ divorce than girls. 
 
The correct answer is  
 
(1) (a), (b) & (d) 
(2) (b) 
(3) None of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 13 
 
There are a variety of factors that impact how children react to the divorce of their parents. The conflict 
between the parents tends to have an impact on the children’s well-being. After the divorce, children 
usually stay with their mothers and this can affect the relationship with their father’s as they are no longer 
part of the household.  
Therefore, alternative (2) is the correct answer.  See p. 395. 
 
Question 14 
 
The extensive impact of HIV/AIDS on children’s development can result in…  
(a) Increased responsibilities. 
(b) The increase in emotional deprivation. 
(c) Their academic achievement is influenced negatively. 
(d) Mental health problems which are transient.   
 
The correct answer is  
 
(1) (a), (b) & (c)  
(2) (a) & (d) 
(3) All of the above 
 
Feedback on Question 14 
 
When there is a loved one or caregiver who has HIV/AIDS the impact on the child is that they will often 
take up adult responsibilities. As a result, there is not much emotional care for the child because most of 
the attention is towards assisting the person infected by the disease. In the event of the death of the 
infected caregiver, the child tends to suffer abnormal behaviour which may persist for several years. In 
light of the above (d) is incorrect. The correct answer is alternative (1). See pp. 417-419. 
 
Question 15 
 
Liam prefers sleeping for the most part of the day instead of playing outside with his cousins. He stated 
that he feels hopeless and wants to die. It should be noted that Liam’s paternal grandfather and uncle 
have a history of depression and have attempted suicide several times before. 
Which of the following factors is applicable to the scenario? 
 

(a) Mental health 
(b) Genetic factors 
(c) Stressful and traumatic life events 
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The correct answer is  
 
(1) All of the above 
(2) (a) & (b) 
(3) (c) 
 
Feedback on Question 15 
 
There is no mention of Liam experiencing stressful encounters or tragedies that have taken place. 
Therefore alternative (3) is incorrect. In the scenario, it is mentioned that Liam reported feeling hopeless 
and wants to die. This is an indication of depression. Also mentioned in the scenario is a family history of 
attempted suicide which is indicative of genetic factors. The correct answer is alternative (2). See p. 419-
420.  
 
 
 
 
 

The End 
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