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ENG2603

Assignment 01

Preparatory Notes on Nervous Conditions
Before you begin to answer the assignment question, you must read the primary text (that is, Nervous Conditions) once or twice. As you read the text, make notes, taking note of all instances or examples where women in the novel find themselves in a desperate or a difficult situation, and why?  The notes must be detailed and clear so that by the time you start working on your essay, you will be able to address the question in quite a comprehensive way. As you read the text, focus on the following issues:
· Define the key words, phrases or expressions in the question.  Remember   dilemmas are predicaments or difficult or complicated situations. In this case, show the extent to which women find themselves trapped in the bondage of patriarchy or male domination.

· What kinds of dilemmas does each of the women – Mainini, Tambu, Maiguru, Lucia, and Nyasha – find herself.  How are they represented as victims of oppression by men? How does each one come to terms with her situation? 

· How are men such as Tambu’s father, as well as her uncle Babamukuru, seen as agents of oppression? How do they abuse their womenfolk? 

· Once you have made the notes form the primary text, ensure that you also read recommended books and e-reserves on this particular text. 

Finally, plan your essay, as follows: 

· Introduction: defining the terms, and framing your argument. Your introductory paragraph should be no less than ten lines long. 

· The body of the essay: in about five paragraphs or more, discuss the question. Each paragraph should be no less than ten lines. Deal with the plight or dilemmas of one woman in each paragraph. 

· Conclusion: You may not introduce a new line of argument at this stage. Your conclusion should summarise all the points you have made in a way that suggests that you are rounding off your argument.  
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