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1 INTRODUCTION 

Dear ENL1501 Student, 

 

Welcome to the College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences and particularly the 

Department of Environmental Sciences of UNISA, who will be hosting this module. We trust that 

you will enjoy it and be diligent to be able to reap the fruits of hard work. We wish you the best 

with your studies and trust that you will not only find the study material inspirational in terms of 

your personal perspectives, but that it will provide you access to further study in this college and 

open up career prospects in future.  

We aim to support your successful studying of this module. You will be well on your way to 

success if you start studying early in the semester and decide to do the self-assessments and 

the assignments properly. Setting out a dedicated study schedule will certainly aid you in this. 

The study material you received is in hard copy and you received a CD with all the study 

material in electronic format. This includes the Study Guide for ENL1501 and additional 

information.  All this information is also available on the online on myUnisa under “Study 

material”.  How to access this electronically is explained below under point 5. 

This Tutorial Letter 101 contains important information about the scheme of work, resources 

and assignments for this module. We urge you to read this Tutorial Letter 101 carefully to the 

end and to keep it at hand when working through the study material, preparing the assignments 

and the portfolios and addressing questions to the responsible lecturer. 

In Tutorial Letter 101, you will find the assignments and assessment criteria as well as 

instructions on the preparation and submission of the assignments. This tutorial letter also 

provides all the information you need with regard to the study material and other resources and 

how to obtain it. Also included is certain general and administrative information on this module.   

If you Google “myStudies@Unisa2018”, there is additional valuable information to assist you 

with how to go about successfully studying at Unisa. 

Right from the start we would like to point out that you must read all the tutorial letters and 

announcements you receive during the semester immediately and carefully, as they always 

contain important and, sometimes, urgent information. 

We trust that you will enjoy this module and wish you all the best! 
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2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES   

2.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this module is to equip you with the knowledge, skills and tools to make 

responsible environmental decisions in your daily living. 

After completion of this module, you will be able to achieve the outcomes as stipulated below. 

2.2 Outcomes 

1. Explain the interrelationships between humans and their environment; 

2. Apply the principles of bio resource conservation and management;  

3. Defend the importance of biodiversity conservation to benefit South Africa 

4. Develop a responsible approach to the utilisation of consumer products; 

5. Manage waste to promote waste minimisation and responsible disposal.  

 

3 LECTURER(S) AND CONTACT DETAILS 

3.1 Lecturer 

The contact person responsible for this module is: 

Mrs R du Plessis 

Florida Campus, B-Block, Room 134 

E-mail address: dplesr@unisa.ac.za (most effective way of communication with me) 

Tel number: 011 471 2584 

 

All queries that are content specific to this module should be directed to me. Please have 

your study material and student number with you when you contact me. E-mail and telephone 

numbers are included above. Please add your student number to all e-mail 

communications. 

 

mailto:dplesr@unisa.ac.za
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If you wish to write me a letter, you should address it to: 

Mrs. R. du Plessis 

Department of Environmental Science 

Room 134, B Block, Florida campus 

P/ Bag X 6, Unisa  

Florida, 1710 

 

3.2 Department  

Department of Environmental Sciences 

Administrative support for this module: 

For any non-academic matters you may contact the Administrative Officer: 

Florida Campus, B-Block, Room 110 

Telephone number: +27 (0)11 471 3118 

Fax number: +27 (0)11 471 2866 

 

3.3 University 

Communication with the University 

If you need to contact the University about matters not related to the content of this 

module, please consult the publication My studies @ Unisa that you received with your study 

material, and which is also available on the internet. This booklet contains information on how to 

contact the University (e.g. to whom you can write for different queries, important telephone and 

fax numbers, addresses and details of the times certain facilities are open). 

Always have your student number at hand when you contact the University. 

• E-mail: study-info@unisa.ac.za 

 

mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
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4 RESOURCES 

4.1 Prescribed books 

There is no prescribed textbook for ENL1501. This means that you do not have to buy any 

additional books for ENL1501. You need only study your study guide and the tutorial letters. 

4.2 Recommended books 

There are no recommended books for this module. 

4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 

There are no prescribed electronic reserves for this module but it will be beneficial for the 

student to explore numerous resources (not restricted to electronic content). This will help to 

improve your overall comprehension of the module, the standard of answering assignments and 

portfolio questions and hopefully serve to heighten your interest in the field. 

4.4 Library services and resources information  

For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies  

 

For detailed information, go to http://www.unisa.ac.za/library. For research support and services 

of personal librarians, click on "Research support". 

 

The library has compiled a number of library guides: 

 finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad 

 requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 

 postgraduate information services – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

 finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in doing research – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills 

 how to contact the library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

 

 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
http://www.unisa.ac.za/library
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
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5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

For information on the various student support systems and services available at Unisa (e.g. 

student counseling, tutorial classes, language support), please consult the my Studies @ Unisa 

brochure that you received with your study material.  

Contact with fellow students: Study groups 

It is advisable to have contact with fellow students.  One way to do this is to form study groups. 

The addresses of students in your area may be obtained from the following department:  

Directorate: Student Administration and Registration 

P O Box 392, UNISA, 0003 

myUnisa 

If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access resources 

and information at the University. If you do not have permanent internet access, you need to do 

this from an internet café, library or other resource. 

The myUnisa learning management system, is Unisa's online campus that will help you to 

communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the administrative departments of 

Unisa – all through the computer and the internet. 

To go to the myUnisa website, start at the main Unisa website, http://www.unisa.ac.za, and then 

click on the “Login to myUnisa” link on the right-hand side of the screen. This should take you to 

the myUnisa website. You can also go there directly by typing in http://my.unisa.ac.za.  

Please note: ALL the study material, including contents on the CD, is available on 

myUnisa under the ENL1501 tab. 

Health conditions such as HIV/AIDS 

If you are a student with a health-related condition such as HIV/AIDS, or have a close family 

member with this or another health condition, then you need to take cognisance thereof in 

planning your studies. It will be unwise to cram tasks as this creates enormous stress which 

negatively impacts on your performance as a student, as well as your health. Planning your 

studies is essential so that you work consistently and make progress. 

 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://my.unisa.ac.za/


 

8 

It would be wise to know your health status (HIV/AIDS, blood pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, 

etc.). If you are informed by medical tests, with the necessary medical and supportive 

interventions you can prolong and improve the quality of your life and your success in your 

studies. 

The URL to the Unisa Student Health and Wellness site is included here for your convenience 

(http://www.unisa.ac.za/default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=26330), or navigate to: 

Unisa Online - Student Health and Wellness. 

 

6 STUDY PLAN 

Use your my Studies @ Unisa brochure for general time management and planning skills. 

 

7 PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 

There is no formal practical for this module. However, you will be asked to do some practical 

tasks in the assignments and portfolio. 

 

8 ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Assessment criteria 

For Specific Outcome 1: 

 The Earth's life support systems are identified and explained. 

 Examples of the subsystems and relationships within the anthroposphere are given and 

explained. 

 Factors sustaining life on Earth are identified and explained. 

 Interrelatedness between human-environmental interaction and environmental impact is 

explained. 

 

For Specific Outcome 2: 

 Management principles are applied in the utilisation and preservation of bio-resources. 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=26330
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 Individual accountability is practiced in the management of natural resources within 

immediate environment. 

 The impact of climate change on aspects such as food security, diseases, water, waste 

and the natural environment is identified. 

 

For Specific Outcome 3: 

 The biodiversity of South Africa is explored. 

 The importance of biodiversity conservation is discussed. 

 The potential of biodiversity within South Africa is utilized to develop a bio-economy. 

 

For Specific Outcome 4: 

 Possible impacts of consumer products that use biological entities to enhance the 

manufacturing process and decrease the impact on the environment are explained. 

 Product, packaging, presentation and information that would support an environmentally 

friendly attitude are described. 

 Criteria resulting in sustainable and ethical consumer decisions are formulated. 

 Evidence of quality and safety procedures involved in production of consumer products 

are illustrated. 

 

For Specific Outcome 5: 

 Waste is defined and the types of waste are identified. 

 Waste minimization is illustrated by exploring options to reduce, reuse and recycle. 

 Responsible disposal of waste is explained to prevent damage to the environment. 

 A waste management plan of an organisation is compiled to reduce the effect of waste 

on the environment. 
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8.2 Assessment plan 

The mark for the compulsory Assignment 1 counts 20% towards the semester mark and 

Assignment 2 counts the remaining 80%.  

The assessment plan ratio is calculated as 25:75 (semester mark : portfolio).  

Hence the overall final module mark is composed as follows: 

Assignment 1    5% 

Assignment 2  20% 

Portfolio   75% 

The portfolio counts the most, and you will have to spend significant time to make sure that you 

complete it properly. A student who does not obtain 50% as a final aggregated mark will not 

pass the module. A sub-minimum mark of 40% is required for the Portfolio to pass the module 

or be granted a supplementary. (See ‘Unisa rules for students’ for an explanation of the sub-

minimum rule). 

 

8.3 Assignment numbers 

8.3.1 General assignment numbers 

Assignments are numbered consecutively per module, starting from 1. 

 

8.3.2 Unique assignment numbers 

SEMESTER 1: Assignment 1 (Unique number: 829080) 

   : Assignment 2 (Unique number: 891157) 

   : Portfolio  (Unique number: 866364) 

SEMESTER 2: Assignment 1 (Unique number: 807007) 

    : Assignment 2 (Unique number: 635878) 

   : Portfolio  (Unique number: 801199) 
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8.4 Assignment due dates 

You are required to submit two assignments and one portfolio per semester for this module. 

You have to complete both assignments and the portfolio and submit each before the 

due date. 

The closing dates for the submission of the assignments are: 

For the First semester:  Assignment 01: 22 March 2018 

     Assignment 02: 11 April 2018 

     Portfolio:  09 May 2018 

For the Second semester:  Assignment 01: 22 August 2018 

     Assignment 02: 12 September 2018 

     Portfolio:  17 October 2018 

 

8.5 Submission of assignments 

Assignments are seen as part of the learning material for this module. As you do the 

assignments, study the reading texts, consult other resources and discuss the work with fellow 

students if possible; then you are actively engaged in learning. Note the assessment criteria 

(amount of marks allocated to each question) given for each assignment; this will help you 

to understand what is required of your answer to the question more clearly. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENT/PORTFOLIO 

Electronic submission of assignment and on-screen marking of assignments/portfolio: 

On-screen (electronic/computer-based) marking of assignments in this module is implemented 

and the preferred way. It is required that students submit their written assignments electronically 

via myUnisa in order for the assignments to be marked by the lecturer electronically. The written 

assignment must be submitted in a PDF format. Assignments may not be submitted by fax or e-

mail. Posted assignment have the tendency to get lost and prevent you from obtaining marks. 
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To submit an assignment via myUnisa: 

 Go to myUnisa. 

 Log in with your student number and password. 

 Select the module. 

 Click on assignments in the left-hand menu. 

 Click on the assignment number you want to submit. 

 Follow the instructions on the screen. 

 

8.6 The assignments 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION 

 Type your answers in A4 format. Use Arial, 12 pt, justified. 

 Remember your student number in the top left-hand corner of each page used for this 

assignment/portfolio. 

 For electronic submissions provide your OWN COVER PAGE as page 1 with the 

module name, assignment number, due date, your name and e-mail address, and 

student number on (see example attached as Addendum A). 

 Submit your completed assignment/portfolio before the due date via myUnisa. Digital 

submissions on myUnisa are required (see above for instructions). Posted 

assignments/portfolios may get lost or are delayed. Avoid posting an assignment! 

Online submission is quicker and more reliable. 

 Should you not be able to submit online, contact me for an alternative arrangement. 

 At ALL times keep a copy of what you have submitted should it be necessary to resubmit. 
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FIRST SEMESTER: ASSIGNMENT 1 

o Due date: 22 March 2018 

Answer ALL the following questions. 

Read Tutorial Letter 101 thoroughly before answering the questions below: 

1.1 Explain the process of submitting your assignments via myUnisa. 

1.2 What is the due date for the non-venue-based examination (in other words the portfolio)? 

1.3 What date will you need to begin with drafting your Portfolio, and why? 

1.4 What types of support services are available to students as offered by Unisa? 

1.5  What is the purpose of this module? Use your own words to explain it.      (1x5) 

1.6.1 Provide two definitions found on the internet of the term ‘Environmental Literacy’. Copy 

and paste the two definitions one below the other and provide the internet reference below each 

of the definitions.                   (2) 

6.1.2 Provide now your own definition of the term environment.  Plagiarism will be penalised. (3) 

                        [Total marks = 10] 

----End of Assignment 1 Semester 1----
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FIRST SEMESTER: ASSIGNMENT 2 

o Due date: 11 April 2018 

This assignment must be done online on myUnisa. In EXCEPTIONAL cases and after 

discussion with me, you may submit the pink docket as hard copy. The postal system is slow 

and unreliable and I cannot take responsibility for lost assignments. 

Answer ALL the following questions by choosing the correct option. Mark the applicable answer 

on myUnisa on the MCQ (Multiple Choice Questions): 

TOPIC 1 - Interrelationships between humans and their environments 

 

QUESTION 1: 

Gasses important to the health of the earth is listed below. Which one is incorrect? 

1.1 Methane   

1.2 Ozone  

1.3 Nitrogen oxide 

1.4 Oxygen  

 

QUESTION 2: 

Which element protects the earth from harmful ultraviolet rays from the sun?  

2.1 Nitrogen oxide 

2.2 Oxygen  

2.3 Carbon dioxide 

2.4 Ozone  

 

QUESTION 3: 

Which statement below regarding the atmosphere is correct?   

3.1 Air temperature decreases with altitude at a rate of approximately 5.6 °C per 1 000 

metres in the atmosphere. 

3.2 The steepest decrease in temperature occurs in the troposphere. 

3.3 The highest temperatures in the atmosphere occurs in the thermosphere.  

3.4 The tropopause is a transition between the atmosphere and the stratosphere.  
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QUESTION 4: 

Water in liquid form is the material that makes life possible on earth and must be conserved at 

all costs. Which statement below is correct?   

4.1 Water is essential for life on earth.  

4.2 Water is scarce only in underground resources.   

4.3 Water resources are decreasing. 

4.4 All of the above 

 

QUESTION 5: 

The lithosphere is important to mankind and is: 

5.1 the only sphere needed for plants to thrive.  

5.2 the producer of rain water.  

5.3 a resource for petroleum products. 

5.4 the lower part of the earth’s crust.   

 

QUESTION 6: 

The biosphere (chose the best applicable answer) 

6.1 is made up of living and non-living components. 

6.2 extends into the deepest sea trenches.  

6.3 occurs in a thin layer in the atmosphere. 

6.4 All of the above.  

 

QUESTION 7: 

Supporters of the world view of Environmental Wisdom believe that: 

7.1 by using technology resources will not be depleted. 

7.2 resources are limited and should be conserved. 

7.3 resources are renewable and is there for the use by mandkind. 

7.4 the use of resources is harmful.  

 

QUESTION 8: 

Forms of energy include: 

8.1 energy from sound, energy from chemical reactions, energy from light, energy from 

molecules. 

8.2 energy of atomic nucleus, energy from chemical reactions, energy for light, energy from 

an electrical charge.   
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8.3 energy from photons, energy from electromagnetic waves, energy from sound, energy 

from an electrical charge. 

8.4 None of the above. 

 

QUESTION 9: 

The ‘First Law of Thermodynamics” suggests that 

9.1 energy cannot be created or destroyed. 

9.2 cannot be transferred from one system to the other.  

9.3 the total amount of energy in the universe declines over time.   

9.4 energy is equal to matter. 

 

QUESTION 10: 

What can you do to conserve the environment? 

10.1 By using energy sufficient technology and equipment.  

10.2 Influence other people to not waste unnecessarily.   

10.3 Limit the use of electricity in you home. 

10.4 All of above.  

 

TOPIC 2&3 -  Principles of bioresource conservation and management 

Importance of biodiversity conservation 

 

QUESTION 11: 

Biodiversity is the variability among living organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, 

marine, and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this 

includes diversity only within species. 

11.1 True  

11.2 False 

 

QUESTION 12: 

When the biodiversity of plant species, in particular, reduces, often-affected areas DO NOT lose 

vegetation. 

12.1 True 

12.2 False 
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QUESTION 13: 

The disappearance of vegetation from a particular area for any reason, leads to incidences of 

drought, occurrences of heatwaves and increased wind speeds that will lead to wind erosion. 

13.1 True  

13.2 False 

 

QUESTION 14: 

Genetic variations arise from the crossing of genes during pollination in plants or crossbreeding 

of animals. Invasive alien species and the change in habitat 

14.1 True 

14.2 False 

 

QUESTION 15: 

If two plants or animals are genetically variable (i.e. genetically different or there is no 

biodiversity), it is impossible to select and to interbreed them to come up with a new cultivar or 

breed 

15.1 True 

15.2 False 

 

QUESTION 16: 

How can we use water accountable and responsible in order to prevent its scarcity? 

16.1 Control soil erosion. 

16.2 Keep chemical spills from running or seeping away. 

16.3 Take care of lawns, gardens and farmland. 

16.4 All of the above. 

 

QUESTION 17: 

Which statements below will cause damage to the atmosphere around you? 

17.1  Planned burning of vegetation.  

17.2 Using leaded petrol for cleaner burning. 

17.3 Maintain ventilation systems. 

17.4 make sure that oil fumes, solvents and sprays are removed in your house. 
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QUESTION 18: 

Soil erosion can be controlled by 

18.1 ensuring that sloped areas are vegetated by a ground cover. 

18.2 construction of terraces on level slopes. 

18.3 increasing concrete areas to increase run-off 

18.4 construction of impermeable canals to decrease infiltration of rainwater into the soil. 

 

QUESTION 19: 

Legislation which specifically protect the diversity of indigenous plant species in South Africa is 

the: 

19.1 National Environmental Management Act: Act 107 of 1998  

19.2 National Forests Act 84 of 1998  

19.3 National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 10 of 2004  

19.4 South African National Biodiversity Institute 

 

QUESTION 20: 

The dynamic status of threatened species can be described as follows: 

20.1 Vulnerable species are those with sufficient numbers and which are fast increasing in 

number. 

20.2 Doubtful species are those species which are proven to be on the brink of distinction. 

20.3 Recovered species are, although currently endangered, are still under severe thread of 

extinction. 

20.4 Endangered species are those species that are in immediate danger of becoming 

extinct. 

 

TOPIC 4 - Responsible approach to the utilisation of consumer products 

For questions 21 – 30, mark 1 if you regard the answer as true and 2 if the answer is false. 

 

QUESTION 21: 

The process of manufacturing food, clothing and household goods and appliances pollute the 

environment: 

20.1 True 

20.2 False 
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QUESTION 22: 

Glass, tin and plastic are perfect examples of non-biodegradable. 

22.1 True 

22.2 False 

 

QUESTION 23: 

The newspaper we read can take 80 to 100 years to break down if left open in the environment. 

23.1 True 

23.2 False 

 

QUESTION 24: 

Good consumer practice promote litter by consumers. 

24.1 True 

24.2 False 

 

QUESTION 25: 

Making an old used T-shirt a doormat is considered to a good ethical environmental behaviour. 

25.1 True 

25.2 False 

 

QUESTION 26: 

The lightbulb is harmful to the environment if it is not properly disposed of. 

26.1 True 

26.2 False 

 

QUESTION 27: 

Low-density polyethylene (LDPE) is the plastic most appropriate for packing of fresh red meat. 

27.1 True 

27.2 False 

 

QUESTION 28: 

Energy efficiency rating use letters to describe an appliance’s energy consumption. G being the 

most energy efficient, A the least efficient. 

28.1 True 

28.2 False 
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QUESTION 29: 

Consumers who consider how environmentally safe is a product is, are environmentally 

conscious consumers. 

29.1 True 

29.2 False 

 

QUESTION 30: 

Deforestation causes between 18 and 25 percent of human-related greenhouse gas emissions. 

30.1 True 

30.2 False 

 

TOPIC 5 - Managing waste to promote waste minimisation and disposal 

 

QUESTION 31: 

Define the term ‘waste hierarchy’.         

31.1 Waste hierarchy refers to waste minimisation 

31.2 The waste hierarchy promote waste management options according to what is best for 

the environment. 

31.3 The waste hierarchy supports less waste being sent to landfill. 

31.4 All of above. 

 

QUESTION 32: 

A sanitary landfill is a place:         

32.1 where waste is dumped in an unorganised manner. 

32.2 where waste is covered with soil at the end of the day. 

32.3 where all waste which is dumped there is recycled. 

32.4 where it is allowed to dump hazardous waste. 

 

QUESTION 33: 

The Waste Act divides waste into:         

33.1 business waste and domestic waste. 

33.2 inert waste and active waste. 

33.3 domestic waste and industrial waste. 

33.4 general waste and hazardous waste. 
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QUESTION 34: 

Redundant car and truck tyres:  

34.1 is a problem waste. 

34.2 must be sent to landfill. 

34.3 degrades easily. 

34.4 is not an inert waste. 

 

QUESTION 35: 

Electronic waste:  

35.1 can be incinerated. 

35.2 can be recycled. 

35.3 can be landfilled. 

35.4 is not an inert waste. 

 

QUESTION 36: 

Landfill management includes:  

36.1 dust control. 

36.2 containing windblown litter. 

36.3 weighing incoming waste. 

36.4 all of above. 

 

QUESTION 37: 

Open dumping:  

37.1 are damaging to a person’s health when inhaling gases generated in the waste. 

37.2 causes windblown litter to pollute the surrounding environment. 

37.3 is unsightly and devaluates surrounding properties. 

37.4 all of above. 

 

QUESTION 38: 

The benefit of waste minimisation is that:  

38.1 more waste is taken to landfill sites. 

38.2 less natural resources are used for manufacturing. 

38.3 pollution from landfill sites are increased. 

38.4 more landfill jobs are created. 
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QUESTION 39: 

Waste minimisation include:  

39.1 reduce, reuse, repair, replace. 

39.2 recycle, reuse, redesign, replace. 

39.3 repair, reduce, recycle, reuse. 

39.4 rethink, repair, replace, recycle. 

 

QUESTION 40: 

The recycling initiatives include (select the one that does not fit):  

40.1 selling undamaged second-hand boxes. 

40.2 making a pulp of paper to make new paper. 

40.3 melting beverage cans to make new cans. 

40.4 shredding and pelletizing plastic bottles. 

 

[Total marks = 40] 

 

----End of Assignment 2 Semester 1---- 
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FIRST SEMESTER: PORTFOLIO 

o Due date: 9 May 2018 

 

NB: When reporting (including the writing of paragraphs), avoid using first, second or 

third person when writing a report; when referencing someone’s work, avoid copying 

what the author wrote but write it in your own words and understanding and cite the 

author and year at the end of that sentence (For referencing style, please read journals or 

consult the reference lists in your study guide); do your report in your own area and the 

surrounding neighbourhood areas.   

 

Answer ALL the following questions. 

 

Question 1 – TOPIC 1 

 

1.1 By reading your study guide, you should become well aware of the interrelatedness 

between the Earth spheres. Explain the meaning of the concept of interrelatedness by 

referring to a scenario involving all the earth's life support systems as well as the 

anthroposphere.                  (5) 

  

1.2 During 2017, the City of Cape Town experienced dire water shortages.  You are required 

to use the Internet (and/or newspapers and/r your local library) to source information (from 

at least five sources) you can use to answer the question below. 

 

 Provide evidence to support the view that the crisis in Cape Town involves interrelated 

systems and is a long-term problem and not simply a one-dimensional (it did not rain 

enough!) temporary phenomenon (which nature will soon solve!).  

 

 A Hint: You are basically required to share with us (in your own words) all the factors 

(natural as well as human) which together contributed over time to the Cape Town water 

crisis.                           (10) 
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1.3 Western Cape Premier Helen Zille urged South Africans to find solutions to the drought as 

they did during the electricity load-shedding crisis. Imagine yourself as a resident of Cape 

Town and share solutions to the water crisis which: 

 a. should be considered for implementation on a long term basis.    

 b. you already apply (or would be prepared to immediately apply) in your household 

to save water consumption and water pollution                  (2x2=4) 

 

1.4 It is essential to give to give credit to other authors whose work you've consulted to find the 

information you required to answer question 1.2. Credit is given by means of a 

bibliography. Another purpose of a bibliography is to make it easy for the reader (your 

lecturer) to find the sources you have used.  You can use the following two URL’s to learn 

more about referencing Internet sources and newspaper articles: 

• http://www.easybib.com/reference/guide/apa/website 

• http://www.apastyle.org/learn/faqs/cite-newspaper.aspx 

 Alternatively you can use the reference lists provided at the end of the learning units in 

your study guide as a guideline to complete the answer to this question. 

  

 Using the information above to do it correctly, compile a reference list / a bibliography 

containing at least five sources which were used by you in question 1.2.           (5) 

 

1.5 Explain what an ecosystem is.                (2) 

 

1.6 Your residence is also an ecosystem.  Name two abiotic and two biotic components of 

ecosystems you expect to find in your house.               (4) 

                         [Total marks = 30] 
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Question 2 – TOPIC 2&3 

 

Healthy soil yield healthy crops, but how can we achieve healthy soil? You are required to 

compile a portfolio of evidence on the type of soil in your area and thereafter make 

recommendation on how can the community/farmers in your area achieve a healthy soil at all 

times.  Answer the following questions: 

2.1 Describe what is meant by soil profile.                         (3) 

2.2 Take a snapshot of a soil sample in your area (you can use your cell phone), paste it and 

answer the following questions below the picture:   

  2.2.1 Describe the colour of the soil sample in 2.2 above.               (2) 

  2.2.2 Describe the texture of the soil sample in 2.2 above.             (2) 

2.3 Based on the colour and texture, what soil type do you think it is?          (1) 

2.4 Name one kind of crop which are more likely to grow best on the type of soil in 1.4? 

Motivate your answer.               (2) 

2.5. Identify 5 problems which a maize farmer encounters to prevent effective and successful 

production and provide solutions to each of these problems?            (4x5=20) 

2.6 Give a brief introduction on your neighbourhood:  

 2.6.1 Name of the neighbourhood / farm/ area.          (2) 

 2.6.2  Describe the topography (slope, streams or rivers, koppies / mountains, etc) 

 2.6.3 Provide a description of the climate of the area.          (2) 

 2.6.4 What do you like about the area you stay (name 3 things)?         (3) 

 2.6.5 What do you not like about the area where you stay (name 3 things)       (3) 

 

2.7 Identify and provide evidence (photographs, sketches or illustration) of five vegetative 

bio-resources found in your neighbourhood.             (10)  

2.8 Identify and provide evidence (photographs, sketches or illustration) of five non-

vegetative bio-resources found in your neighbourhood and three surrounding 

neighbourhoods.              (10) 

                  [Total marks = 60] 
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Question 3 – TOPIC 4 

3.1 List four different types of product packaging materials. Take and paste the photos of 

these packaging items and place them against their listed names.            (4) 

 

3.2 State if each of the product packaging listed above can be regarded as extreme packaging 

or not?  Motivate your answer?                 (8) 

 

3.3 In your opinion, is your family (or a friend) adhering to ethical environmental behaviour? 

State whether your answer is YES or NO, and explain your answer in a brief paragraph 

that relate to the ethical and unethical environmental behaviour naming 5 things they do or 

don’t do to show care for the environment.             (5) 

  

3.4 Identify any five elements that demonstrates your community’s (neighbours, home-owners 

association, church or other community organisations; local municipality; etc.) 

consciousness towards ethical environmental behaviour.              (5) 

 

3.5 How do you understand ethical environmental behaviour (use your own words).          (2) 

 

3.6 Name three household cleaning chemicals and their impact on the aquatic environment 

should they be thrown away in the veldt.                  (6) 

             

                [Total marks=30] 

 

Question 4 – TOPIC 5 

 

Use the 5-point plan as described in point 10.5 on page 151 of your Study Guide and adapt it 

practically to an actual project. Compile a waste management plan for implementation for at 

least one month at a business near you. This business may be any kind of business or shop or 

office. 

Write a report of not less than 1000 words to give feedback to clearly explain the entire project: 

 You met with, motivated and convinced the business’ management / owner to allow you 

to work out a waste minimisation plan for them; 

 Your site inspection and waste audit to determine the different types and volumes of 

waste, and where/how they are each disposed of; 
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 What your waste management plan is (including minimisation, reuse & recycling 

opportunities); 

 What implementation problems you experienced and what the feedback and benefits to 

the business were. 

 Photographic evidence is needed as proof. 

 

You will be assessed according to the following rubric:  

Question  Task  Evidence  Mark  

5.1 Name of the business Photo of the entrance / name 

card / display of name 

1 

5.2 Write a motivation to the business 

management of why such a 

project is needed. 

Letter signed by management / 

owner 

3 

5.3 Describe the meeting you had with 

the business management to 

convince them to let you do the 

project. 

Paragraph  3 

5.4 Waste audit. Audit Waste types and 

quantities. Photographs. 

4 

5.5 Present a detailed and site 

specific plan for recycling and/or 

minimising waste 

Plan to minimise identified waste 

Photographs. 

6 

5.6 Identification of personnel training 

needs 

Paragraph  1 

5.7 Implementation of and training and 

awareness plan to obtain 

participation from the personnel 

Paragraph 

Photographs. 

2 

5.8 Highlights and lowlights during 

project 

Paragraph 

 Photographs. 

6 
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5.9 Did this waste minimisation plan 

continue 1 month after your 

project? 

Statement: Paragraph 1 

5.10 Is the project still running? Did 

they adopt, or even adapt your 

plan? If so, why or why not? 

Statement: Paragraph 3 

               

                 [Total marks = 30] 

 

Total marks for the portfolio = 150] 

 

----End of PORTFOLIO Semester 1---- 
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SECOND SEMESTER: ASSIGNMENT 1 

o Due date: 22 August 2018 

Answer ALL the following questions. 

Read Tutorial Letter 101 thoroughly before answering the questions below: 

1.1 Where on the internet can you find your study material in electronic format? 

1.2 What is the due date for the non-venue-based examination (in other words the portfolio)? 

1.3 What is the name of the qualification you will obtain after successful completion of this 

module and the other 9 in this qualification? 

1.4 What is your myLife email address? 

1.5 Electronic study material is provided with your study guide on a CD. Where else can you 

find the electronic version of all your study material?          (1x5) 

6.1 Explain in 50 – 75 words why it is important to look after the environment. You may use the 

internet to read about this, but do not copy and paste an answer from the internet or any 

other source, since it is plagiarism which is punishable.             (5) 

[Total marks = 10] 

 

----End of Assignment 1 Semester 2---- 
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SECOND SEMESTER: ASSIGNMENT 2 

o Due date: 12 September 2018 

This assignment must be done online on myUnisa. In EXCEPTIONAL cases and after 

discussion with me, you may submit the pink docket ad hard copy. The postal system is slow 

and unreliable and I cannot take responsibility for lost assignments. 

Answer ALL the following questions by choosing the correct option. Mark the applicable answer 

on myUnisa on the MCQ (Multiple Choice Questions: 

 

TOPIC 1 - Interrelationships between humans and their environments 

 

QUESTION 1: 

The concept of the environment can be described as: 

1.1 A description of all the living organisms on earth and in the atmosphere 

1.2 The sum total of biotic and abiotic organisms in the biosphere 

1.3 The sum total of biotic organisms as they exist in a specific culture and are influenced by 

abiotic factors. 

1.4 The hydrosphere, lithosphere, and atmosphere 

 

QUESTION 2: 

Cleaning products often have toxic substances harmful to the environment. When chosing a 

product, which of the following will benefit the environment?   

2.1 Petroleum based  

2.2 Reusable and recyclable 

2.3 Ozone-rich  

2.4 Non-organic  

 

QUESTION 3: 

Which statement below regarding the atmosphere is correct?   

3.1 Air temperature decreases with altitude at a rate of approximately 6.5 °C per 1 000 

metres in the atmosphere.  

3.2 The steepest increase in temperature occurs in the troposphere.  

3.3 The highest temperatures in the atmosphere occurs in the stratosphere.  

3.4 The mesopause is a transition between the stratosphere and the mesosphere.  
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QUESTION 4: 

Select the most applicable statement. Water   

4.1 is an excellent solvent.  

4.2 is used for cooling. 

4.3 is essential to life.  

4.4 All of the above 

 

QUESTION 5: 

The lithosphere is important to mankind and is: 

5.1 the only sphere needed for plants to thrive.  

5.2 the producer of rain water.   

5.3 a resource for petroleum products. 

5.4 the lower part of the earth’s crust.   

 

QUESTION 6: 

The functional levels of life include (chose the best applicable answer) 

6.1 different kinds of species. 

6.2 individuals within a certain specie type.  

6.3 different populations in a specific area. 

6.4 All of the above.  

 

QUESTION 7: 

Supporters of the world view of Stewardship believe that: 

7.1 By using technology and ingenuity, humans will not deplete resources. 

7.2 resources appears to be unlimited but should not be wasted unnecessarily.   

7.3 resources are renewable and is there for the use by mankind. 

7.4 the use of resources is harmful to mankind and should be prevented.  

 

QUESTION 8: 

Forms of energy include: 

8.1 energy from sound, energy from chemical reactions, energy from light, energy from 

molecules. 

8.2 energy of atomic nucleus, energy from chemical reactions, energy for light, energy from 

an electrical charge.   



 

32 

8.3 energy from photons, energy from electromagnetic waves, energy from sound, energy 

from an electrical charge. 

8.4 None of the above.  

 

QUESTION 9: 

The ‘First Law of Thermodynamics” suggests that 

9.1 energy cannot be created or destroyed. 

9.2 cannot be transferred from one system to the other.  

9.3 the total amount of energy in the universe declines over time.  

9.4 energy is equal to matter. 

 

QUESTION 10: 

What can you do to conserve water? 

10.1 Re-use bath water in the garden.  

10.2 Wash your car using a bucket not a hose.   

10.3 wash dishes only once a day. 

10.4 All of above.  

 

TOPIC 2&3 -  Principles of bioresource conservation and management 

 Importance of biodiversity conservation 

 

QUESTION 11: 

Biodiversity is the variability among living organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, 

marine, and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this 

includes diversity only within species. 

11.1 True  

11.2 False 

 

QUESTION 12: 

When the biodiversity of plant species, in particular, reduces, often-affected areas DO NOT lose 

vegetation. 

12.1 True 

12.2 False 
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QUESTION 13: 

The disappearance of vegetation from a particular area for any reason, leads to incidences of 

drought, occurrences of heatwaves and increased wind speeds that will lead to wind erosion. 

13.1 True  

13.2 False 

 

QUESTION 14: 

Genetic variations arise from the crossing of genes during pollination in plants or crossbreeding 

of animals.Invasive alien species and the change in habitat 

14.1 True 

14.2 False 

 

QUESTION 15: 

If two plants or animals are genetically variable (i.e. genetically different or there is no 

biodiversity), it is impossible to select and to interbreed them to come up with a new cultivar or 

breed 

15.1 True 

15.2 False 

 

QUESTION 16: 

How can we use water accountable and responsible in order to prevent its scarcity? 

16.1 Control soil erosion. 

16.2 Keep chemical spills from running or seeping away. 

16.3 Take care of lawns, gardens and farmland. 

16.4 All of the above. 

 

QUESTION 17: 

Which statements below will cause damage to the atmosphere around you? 

17.1  Planned burning of vegetation.  

17.2 Using leaded petrol for cleaner burning. 

17.3 Maintain ventilation systems. 

17.4 make sure that oil fumes, solvents and sprays are removed in your house. 
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QUESTION 18: 

Soil erosion can be controlled by 

18.1 ensuring that sloped areas are vegetated by a ground cover. 

18.2 construction of terraces on level slopes. 

18.3 increasing concrete areas to increase run-off 

18.4 construction of impermeable canals to decrease infiltration of rainwater into the soil. 

 

QUESTION 19: 

Legislation which specifically protect the diversity of indigenous plant species in South Africa is 

the: 

19.1 National Environmental Management Act: Act 107 of 1998  

19.2 National Forests Act 84 of 1998  

19.3 National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act 10 of 2004  

19.4 South African National Biodiversity Institute 

 

QUESTION 20: 

The dynamic status of threatened species can be described as follows: 

20.1 Vulnerable species are those with sufficient numbers and which are fast increasing in 

number. 

20.2 Doubtful species are those species which are proven to be on the brink of distinction. 

20.3 Recovered species are, although currently endangered, are still under severe thread of 

extinction. 

20.4 Endangered species are those species that are in immediate danger of becoming 

extinct. 

 

TOPIC 4 - Responsible approach to the utilisation of consumer products 

 

QUESTION 21: 

The process of manufacturing energy efficient appliances pollute the environment: 

20.1 True 

20.2 False 

 

QUESTION 22: 

Food packaging is only used to protect food from spoiling.  

22.1 True 

22.2 False 
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QUESTION 23: 

If not managed properly, clothing manufacturing plants has a high potential to pollute rivers and 

streams.  

23.1 True 

23.2 False 

 

QUESTION 24: 

Clothing items cannot be reused or recycled.  

24.1 True 

24.2 False 

 

QUESTION 25: 

A consumer can save money by buying a more expensive more energy efficient appliance. 

25.1 True 

25.2 False 

 

QUESTION 26: 

It is the responsibility of each individual to ensure a good healthy environment rather than 

relying on governmental inventions. 

26.1 True 

26.2 False 

 

QUESTION 27: 

Low-density polyethylene (LDPE) is the plastic most appropriate for packing of fresh red meat. 

27.1 True 

27.2 False 

 

QUESTION 28: 

It is not a problem to use up non-renewable energy resources because there are always 

renewable energy resources available. 

28.1 True 

28.2 False 

 



 

36 

QUESTION 29: 

Ethical environmental behaviour guide consumers’ thinking and actions towards caring for the 

environment. 

29.1 True 

29.2 False 

 

QUESTION 30: 

At least 70% of the litter in the environment is caused by the product packaging. 

30.1 True 

30.2 False 

 

TOPIC 5 - Managing waste to promote waste minimisation and disposal 

 

QUESTION 31: 

Waste include:         

31.1 by-products of waste. 

31.2 recycled waste. 

31.3 waste sent to landfill. 

31.4 All of above. 

 

QUESTION 32: 

A sanitary landfill is a place:         

32.1 where waste is dumped in an unorganised manner. 

32.2 where waste is covered with soil at the end of the day. 

32.3 where all waste which is dumped there is recycled. 

32.4 where it is allowed to dump hazardous waste. 

 

QUESTION 33: 

The Waste Act divides waste into:         

33.1 business waste and domestic waste. 

33.2 inert waste and active waste. 

33.3 domestic waste and industrial waste. 

33.4 general waste and hazardous waste. 
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QUESTION 34: 

Redundant car and truck tyres:  

34.1 is a problem waste. 

34.2 must be sent to landfill. 

34.3 degrades easily. 

34.4 is not an inert waste. 

 

QUESTION 35: 

Electronic waste:  

35.1 can be incinerated. 

35.2 can be recycled. 

35.3 can be landfilled. 

35.4 is not an inert waste. 

 

QUESTION 36: 

Landfill management includes:  

36.1 dust control. 

36.2 containing windblown litter. 

36.3 weighing incoming waste. 

36.4 all of above. 

 

QUESTION 37: 

Open dumping:  

37.1 are damaging to a person’s health when inhaling gases generated in the waste. 

37.2 causes windblown litter to pollute the surrounding environment. 

37.3 is unsightly and devaluates surrounding properties. 

37.4 all of above. 

 

QUESTION 38: 

The benefit of waste minimisation is that:  

38.1 more waste is taken to landfill sites. 

38.2 less natural resources are used for manufacturing. 

38.3 pollution from landfill sites are increased. 

38.4 more landfill jobs are created. 
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QUESTION 39: 

Waste minimisation include:  

39.1 reduce, reuse, repair, replace. 

39.2 recycle, reuse, redesign, replace. 

39.3 repair, reduce, recycle, reuse. 

39.4 rethink, repair, replace, recycle. 

 

QUESTION 40: 

The recycling initiatives include (select the one that does not fit):  

40.1 selling undamaged second-hand boxes. 

40.2 making a pulp of paper to make new paper. 

40.3 melting beverage cans to make new cans. 

40.4 shredding and pelletizing plastic bottles. 

 

[Total marks = 40] 

----End of Assignment 2 Semester 2---- 



ENL1501/101/3/2018 
 

39 

SECOND SEMESTER: PORTFOLIO 

o Due date: 17 October 2018 

 

NB: When reporting (including the writing of paragraphs), avoid using first, second or 

third person when writing a report; when referencing someone’s work, avoid copying 

what the author wrote but write it in your own words and understanding and cite the 

author and year at the end of that sentence (For referencing style, please read journals or 

consult the reference lists in your study guide); do your report in your own area and the 

surrounding neighbourhood areas.   

 

Answer ALL the questions below. 

Question 1 – UNIT 1 

 

1.1 By reading your study guide, you should become well aware of the interrelatedness 

between the Earth spheres. Explain, by referring to organic cattle farming, the meaning of 

the concept of interrelatedness. Note that you need to refer to all the earth's life support 

systems as well as the anthroposphere.               (6) 

 

1.2 Explain why agricultural practises relying heavily on chemical fertilization, may be the 

underlying factor responsible for abnormal growth of algae, depletion of fish species and a 

general deterioration of water quality in a dam.              (6) 

 

1.3 In 1992, Severn Suzuki (a 12-year old Canadian girl representing the Environmental 

Children’s Organisation) travelled to Rio in Brazil to address the delegates to the very first 

United Nations Conference on Climate Change.   Read the transcript of her speech which 

we shared with you on a DVD as part of your study material. 

 Write down three phrases reflecting the fears expressed by Severn Suzuki in her address.

                     (3) 

1.4 Severn Suzuki   also made the following plea: “If you don’t know how to fix it, please stop 

breaking it!”.  Provide a brief context of her plea.            (3) 
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1.5 On page 32 of your study guide we quoted the following from Marsh and Grossa (1996): 

“Although our efforts are generally focused to improve the human condition, we have been 

woefully unaware and neglectful of the overall impact that we are having on the 

independent natural systems (air, water, soil and biotic)…. that together form the 

environment.“ 

 

You are required to prepare a one to two page leaflet in the layout format shown below to 

provide evidence in support of the Marsh and Grossa statement. In the first column you 

need to insert a photograph or news extracts to illustrate a poor state of any three of the 

four natural systems. Note that at least two of the evidence items should reflect a scene 

representing your local environment (your neighbourhood, town or city). The other two 

may represent your province or country. In the second column you need to put your 

graphic evidence in context by providing a short write-up by which you outline the problem 

and the location thereof. Do not forget to also acknowledge the sources of your information 

below the leaflet. Lastly you need to write down an appropriate title for your leaflet.            

 

 Layout format for question 1.5 

Insert title for leaflet  (1) 

 

Graphics for natural system 1 (1) 

 

Write-up providing context  (1) 

Graphics for natural system 2  (1) 

 

Write-up providing context  (1) 

Graphics for natural system 2  (1) 

 

Write-up providing context  (1) 

Graphics for natural system 2  (1) 

 

Write-up providing context  (1) 

 

 References used (1)          

                    (12) 

                        [Total marks = 30] 
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Question 2 – TOPIC 2&3 

You are required to compile a portfolio of evidence on incidence of climate change in your area 

and thereafter suggest ways in which the community in your area can take part in slowing or 

stopping climate change.  

Answer the questions below as compilation of the portfolio: 

2.1 In your own words, define climate change.               (2) 

 

2.2 In your own understanding, give a reason why is climate change is happening         (2) 

 

2.3 Is climate change the same thing as global warming? Elaborate           (4) 

 

2.4 Take 5 pictures that indicate the activities contributing to climate change in your area. 

Present the picture with a brief explanation below the picture.            (5x2=10) 

 

2.5 Explain by means of an example how climate change can harm plants.        (10) 

 

2.6 It is said that the food system links to the global issue of climate change. Explain how the 

natural disasters such as drought and floods contribute to food insecurity.         (10) 

 

2.7 List five (5) things that your community can do to slow/stop climate change.          (5x2=10) 

 

2.8 Name the instrument measuring the weather elements listed below. Also provide a basic 

sketch or image as well as which unit it uses to measure in. 

  

Use the table below to structure your answer. If you take an image from the internet, you 

need to give the URL. To fit your needs, you may either reproduce the table or let it 

expand.  

Weather element: 

Image: 

Name of instrument Measurement unit 

Wind speed 

 

 

URL: 
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Precipitation 

 

 

URL: 

  

Air temperature 

 

 

URL: 

  

Atmospheric 

pressure 

 

 

URL: 

  

                    (12) 

 

                           [Total marks = 60] 
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Question 3 – UNIT 4 

 

3.1 Do you consider yourself ethical or unethical consumer? Provide a brief explanation.      (6) 

 

3.2 List any two examples of biodegradable and non-biodegradable materials you have in your 

household?                    (4) 

 

3.3 What are the problems you fear with the non-biodegradable material waste?        (4) 

  

3.4 Name and paste photos of the three appliances that found in your household. Categorize 

them according to the energy efficiency classes. Provide proof of your rating of each 

appliance.                     (6) 

 

3.5 Name five types of food packaging materials you have in your household.           (5) 

 

3.6 State weather each packaging material mentioned above is reusable or recyclable or not 

one of the two? Briefly explain your answer.                     (5) 

             

                [Total marks=30] 
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Question 4 – TOPIC 5 

 

Use the 5-point plan as described in point 10.5 on page 151 of your Study Guide and adapt it 

practically to an actual project. Compile a waste management plan for implementation for at 

least one month at a business or office near you. 

Write a report of not more than 1000 words to give feedback to clearly explain the entire project: 

 You met with, motivated and convinced the business’ management to allow you to work 

out a waste minimisation plan for them; 

 Your site inspection and waste audit to determine the different types and volumes of 

waste, and where/how they are each disposed of; 

 What your waste management plan is (including minimisation, reuse & recycling 

opportunities); 

 What implementation problems you experienced and what the feedback and benefits to 

the business were. 

 Photographic evidence is needed as proof. 

 

You will be assessed according to the following rubric:  

Task  Mark allocation 

Name of business  

Write a motivation to the business management of why such a 

project is needed 

3 

Describe the meeting you had with the business management to 

convince them to let you do the project 

3 

Waste audit and identification of waste minimization opportunities 5 

Present a detailed and site specific plan for recycling and/or 

minimising waste 

5 

Identification of personnel training needs 2 

Implementation of and training and awareness plan to obtain 

participation from the personnel 

2 

Highlights and lowlights during project 6 
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Did this waste minimisation plan continue 1 month after your project? 1 

Is the project still running? Did they adopt, or even adapt your plan? 

If so, why or why not? 

3 

 

            [Total marks = 30] 

 

Total marks of portfolio = 150 

 

 

----End of PORTFOLIO Semester 2--- 
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8.7 Other assessment methods 

There are no any other assessment methods for this module. 

8.8  The examination 

The portfolio serves as the non-venue based examination for this module (ENL1501). The 

two assignments and the portfolio count toward your final mark awarded (See Section 8.2). 

This module is offered in a semester period of 15 weeks. This means that if you are registered 

for the first semester the assessment of your portfolio will be done in May 2018. If you are 

registered for the second semester your portfolio will be assessed in October 2018. There will 

be no second opportunity for examination. If you do not pass this module you have to reregister. 

 

9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

To address some issues which previous students raised: 

This module, the study guide, and all contents on the CD, are also available on myUnisa in 

electronic format. 

There is no ‘venue based exam’ for this module, the Portfolio counts as your ‘exam’. 

You have to make an appointment with your lecturer to see them in their office, do not just 

arrive. 

Due dates are final, and set in the system. 

 

10 Plagiarism and ethics, especially in the Portfolios will be penalised. 

All students who register for this module should take note that your lecturer may or may not 

require information from you for research purposes.  The information required may be from the 

assignments you complete or additional activities your lecturer may asked you to take part in or 

comment on or the marks you achieved for your assignment or anything related to the teaching 

of the module you registered for.  In all these instances the information provided by you will not 

identify you in any way.  Your identify will remain anonymous and the information you provide 

will also remain confidential.  The lecturer will not use your information in any way that is 

unethical or does not abide by the Unisa Policy on Research Ethics.  The lecturer will also apply 

to the College Ethics Research Committee for ethics clearance to do research on specific data 
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from the module after which approval will be obtained from the Research Permission Sub-

Committee of Unisa to use Unisa student data.  Through this research the lecturer will be able 

to improve and develop this module for future students.  If you cannot consent to your lecturer 

using the information indicated above, please let your lecturer know via email.   

10.1 SOURCES CONSULTED 

UNISA ENL1501 Environmental Literacy Study Guide 

 

11 IN CLOSING 

Please note: 

Although students may work together when preparing assignments, each student must write 

and submit his or her own individual assignment. In other words, you must submit your own 

ideas in your own words, sometimes interspersing relevant short quotations that are properly 

referenced. It is unacceptable for students to submit identical assignments on the basis that 

they worked together. That is copying (a form of plagiarism) and none of these assignments will 

be marked. Furthermore, you may be penalised or subjected to disciplinary proceedings 

by the University for any plagiarism in your assessments (including copy and paste). 

We trust that you will enjoy this module and wish you success with your studies. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. Roelien du Plessis 
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12 ADDENDUM A 

Example of a cover page: 

 

Module name:  

Assignment number: 

Due date: 

Student name: 

E-mail address: 

Student number: 

 

Optional:  

 

Photo of yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 


