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Dear Students,
Here is a description of stage directions:
 
Search the internet for a public domain drama script (let me know if you're having trouble).
As you can see, a dramatic text does not look like poetry or fiction. There are no blocks of text, paragraphs or lines of rhyme. Instead you see speaking turns: a characters name and a line of dialogue. Unlike a novel, we don't see the inner thoughts and feelings of the characters. Unlike poetry, we don't have poetic metaphors flying around (at least not on the surface). You also see something else: words in brackets (or sometimes in italics). These are stage directions. This is the way the playwright (take note of the spelling - it isn't playwrite) communicates certain instructions to the actors and the production team.
As there are no descriptions in the text itself, stage directions aid in several ways. Stage directions tell:
· the actors to move (enter/exit), emote (happy/sad), or what to do (sweep/wake-up/sneeze).
· the set designers what the stage looks like (the scene is a messy bedroom, for example).
· the sound technicians about sound affect, ambient sounds or music (often to create atmosphere)
· the director what is required to happen in the scene.
There are many more uses for stage directions. The point is: this is text that is not part of the dialogue and is not "read out" by anyone.
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Performance 
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Performance is arguably the defining feature of Drama - it is what sets it apart from Poetry and Prose. While those can be read on stage, for example, performance is not the chief means of approaching the work - like it is with drama.
Think of television shows and movies. The dialogue, the actions of the characters, etc. are all part of the performance. Unlike prose, drama cannot rely on lengthy descriptions and such, instead sets are built to reflect the playwright's (or the director's vision). Everything in drama depends on visual representation. For instance, we do not see the written stage directions, but we do see the actors performing them and the sets reflecting them.
Drama texts are specifically written to be performed. This is stated over and over in the study guide, but why? Why is this important to note? Well, for one, this intention on the part of the playwright changes the nature of the text. The playwright is aware of what the audience will hear (as opposed to read). As you may imagine, this is a deeply complex concept in drama; so for the purposes of explanation, suffice to say that in Drama they way you say something is potentially more important that what you are saying. (Please ask me below if this doesn't make sense).
Performance doesn't only refer to the actions and words of the actors on stage (or screen). Costumes, setting, placement of objects/characters, gestures, facial expressions, lighting, music, sound effects, etc. are all part of the performance. You see, all of these things effect the way we interpret the dramatic text.
Please see Section 3: Performance on page 64 in the study guide. If anything is unclear, please ask me below.
Good evening Mr. Du Plessis. I want to know if the theme of a drama or a scene and the "atmosphere" can be described as the same thing? Can you please explain how to identify a theme in a drama? Thank you in advance.
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Re: I have a question about Study Unit 5 
by M DU PLESSIS - 23 Apr 2018 @ 9:53

Dear Student, take note of below:
 
Theme and atmosphere are not necessarily the same thing, but they are related.
Theme in drama (and in prose) is subtly conveyed throughout the piece. The text is unlikely to proclaim what the theme is, instead it is something that is suggested through events, characters, etc. For example, if a scene keeps showing characters being brought to account for crimes or exposed for lies, you could say that the theme is justice (purely an example). The atmosphere here can be doom and gloom, or it can be light-hearted. See, they aren’t the same, but they can influence each other. If the atmosphere is light-hearted (you would know it is because of the setting, the way characters act, etc.) it might make fun of “justice” – suggesting that the theme is a critique on the crime and punishment in modern society (again, purely an example).
Does this make sense?
In short:
· Theme – the motifs and outcomes of events. (Slightly more abstract than atmosphere).
· Atmosphere – the mood or feeling conveyed by the setting, character, dialogue, etc.
In a dramatic text there are little to no character descriptions (like you would find in a novel, for example). Instead, the main method of discovering a character's personality and other features is through dialogue (what they say) and tone (how they say it).
By tone here I don't exactly mean tone of voice or accent. I mean the mood a line of dialogue evokes.
What do I mean by this? Let's look at an example:
· Character 1: "I can't stand waiting in line? Why do I always get to these places when everyone else is here? The world is against me!"
· Character 2: "I don't know about that. I don't mind it - in fact, I like chatting to the other people. You miss things if you're always in a rush. Just...take...it...slow and chill."
What do these lines of dialogue reveal about character 1 and about character 2? Can you see that they are two very different people?
Firstly they use language in different ways (choice of words - dialogue), but the tone of each character reveals information that the words don't (A.K.A. subtext). For example, it is obvious that character 1 is an impatient person and that she/he may have some sense of entitlement; while character 2 is a more patient and friendly person. You could perhaps infer that character 2 is an older, wiser person.
What else can you deduce from the above example? Please share below.
As always, if you feel that there is something about this that you don't understand, please ask me below.
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Re: Dialogue and Tone 
by Z COMBRINCK - 11 Apr 2018 @ 19:14

Good evening Mr. Du Plessis. I want to know if the theme of a drama or a scene and the "atmosphere" can be described as the same thing? Can you please explain how to identify a theme in a drama? Thank you in advance.
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Re: Dialogue and Tone 
by M DU PLESSIS - 23 Apr 2018 @ 8:47

Great question!
Theme and atmosphere are not necessarily the same thing, but they are related.
Theme in drama (and in prose) is subtly conveyed throughout the piece. The text is unlikely to proclaim what the theme is, instead it is something that is suggested through events, characters, etc. For example, if a scene keeps showing characters being brought to account for crimes or exposed for lies, you could say that the theme is justice (purely an example). The atmosphere here can be doom and gloom, or it can be light-hearted. See, they aren’t the same, but they can influence each other. If the atmosphere is light-hearted (you would know it is because of the setting, the way characters act, etc.) it might make fun of “justice” – suggesting that the theme is a critique on the crime and punishment in modern society (again, purely an example).
Does this make sense?
In short:
· Theme – the motifs and outcomes of events. (Slightly more abstract than atmosphere).
· Atmosphere – the mood or feeling conveyed by the setting, character, dialogue, etc.
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