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Dear Student 
 
Welcome to the module Introduction to Assessment in ABET. The information in this tutorial 
letter is important. It contains answers to the Multiple Choice Questions, an example of the 
type of answers we expect from the assignment and guidelines for the examination. Keep it 
in a file or some other safe place since you will need to refer to it often during the year. This 
tutorial letter is divided into two sections. In the first section we provide general feedback to 
Assignment 01 and general guidelines for Assignment 02, Semester 1, 2017. There are 
many different ways of responding to the questions, but you should find it helpful to compare 
the sample answers with your own answers. Section B consists of guidelines that you need 
to use to prepare for the coming examinations.  
 
Just a reminder: Assignments are seen as part of the learning material for this module. As 
you do the assignment, study the reading texts, consult other resources, discuss the work 
with fellow students or tutors or do research, you are actively engaged in learning. Looking at 
the assessment criteria given for each assignment will help you to understand what is 
required of you more clearly. The activities given in the study guide should be taken 
seriously as you go through your assignments. 
 
This tutorial letter is divided into two sections: Section A and Section B. 
 
Section A: Provides general feedback to Assignment 01 and Assignment 02 Semester 1 
2017. 
Section B: Comprises guidelines that you need to use to prepare for the coming 
examinations.  
 
Just a reminder: Assignments are an essential part of the learning for this module. As you 
do the assignment, study the reading texts, consult other resources, discuss the work with 
fellow students or tutors or do research, you are actively engaged in learning. Look at the 
assessment criteria given for each assignment as they will help you to understand what is 
required of you more clearly. The activities given in the study guide should be taken 
seriously as they help you build up what you have to present in your assignments. 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Ms Kedibone Mokwena 
Lecturer 
Office 01-016, Building 10, Sunnyside Campus 
Telephone: +27 12 481 2701 
E-mail: mokwegk@unisa.ac.za 
 
Ms Pumza Malengeni 
Departmental Secretary 
Office 01-046, Building 10, Sunnyside Campus 
Telephone: +27 12 484 1118 
E-mail: malanp@unisa.ac.za  
Online: http://my.unisa.ac.za 
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SECTION A 
 
ASSIGNMENT FEEDBACK 
 
ASSIGNMENT 01 
Multiple choice questions 
 
Here are the answers to Assignment 01. Please compare your answers to those provided 
below. For you to learn from this exercise, try to think carefully about the reason a particular 
choice is the correct one. Ask yourself why one option is correct, and not just which option is 
correct. If you need help contact your lecturer on the telephone number as listed above. 
 

Question Answer  Question Answer 

1 3  11 3 

2 3  12 1 

3 4  13 1 

4 4  14 3 

5 2  15 2 

6 3  16 1 

7 3  17 3 

8 1  18 4 

9 2  19 9 

10 4  20 2 

(20) 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT 02 
Written assignment 
 
 
Question 1 
 
Read the case study below and answer the questions that follow: 
 
Tonight we are assessing the ABET learners again, Mrs Peu explained. We have been 
teaching the learners for a few weeks now, and we need to see how they are 
progressing. We placed some of the learners in a higher ABET level after they did the 
initial placement test, and we particularly wanted to see how well they are doing. 
 
(ABT1516 Study Guide, 2010:22) 
 
1.1 Name ONE type of assessment identified in the case study. (2) 
 

 Initial placement test 

 Assessment of progress 

 Monthly assessment 
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1.2 Write a 1-2 page essay to discuss this type of assessment explaining fully the reasons 

why it is done.  
 
Tips on essay writing 
 
Your introduction is an important road map for the rest of your essay. It is the first paragraph 
of your essay and introduces the main idea of your essay. A good opening paragraph 
captures the interest of your reader and tells why your topic is important. It conveys a lot of 
information to your readers - you can let them know what your topic is, why it is important 
and how you plan to proceed with your discussion.  
 
Body: Student to discuss type of assessment explaining fully why it is done. 
 
Example: Initial placement test - students may use the following points in the discussing 
their essays. 
 

 To place learners at the right level or grade in the programme. 

 To assess the learners’ existing skills in reading, writing and numeracy. 
 
Teachers may use the information provided by the placement test to: 
 

 Decide at which ABET level the learners would enter.  

 Identify barriers to their learning process. 

 Identify their emerging needs and interests. 

 To sort learners into various groups.  

 To find out how learners are progressing. 

 To come up and provide appropriate remedial action for learners. 
 
Credit 5 marks for discussion of each paragraph (40) 
 
1.3 List any FOUR primary purposes of assessment in an education programme. 
 

 Selection 

 Diagnosis 

 Grading 

 Motivation 

 Guidance 

 Prediction 

 Evaluation 

 Standard maintaining (8) 
 

(50) 
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Question 2 
 
2.1 Continuous Assessment (CASS) employs different forms of assessment techniques. 

Name any FIVE and describe fully the advantages of CASS for ABET learners. 
 
There are several types of continuous assessment including daily class work, course related 
projects and papers, and practical work. Students are examined continuously over most of 
the duration of their education. It is often proposed or used as an alternative to a final 
examination system. Continuous assessment is formative, guidance-oriented, diagnostic, 
comprehensive and cumulative 
 
Advantages 
 
Continuous assessment can provide early indicators of the likely performance of students, 
something that can be of great help to the students themselves - as for they have some 
mistake in your Marks then you would be transfer the marks. And the other hand its use to 
both students and the faculty. It can also provide to the exactly what has been learned by a 
particular stage of the course. 
 
Continuous assessment can help students learn in various ways, e.g.: 
 

 Continuous assessment provides students with a constant stream of opportunities to 
prove their mastery of material and sends the message that everyone can succeed if 
given enough time and practice.  

 It reduces the anxiety and finality around testing and heightens the emphasis on the 
learning itself.  

 There is a clarified purpose of assessment.  

 CASS improves the capacity to remediate weaknesses through strengths. Increased 
self-awareness for students who, through continuous assessment, come to understand 
their proficiencies and knowledge gaps.  

 Continuous assessment allows us to refine our understanding of the content that we 
are teaching students. 

(30) 
 
2.2 Suggest any FOUR ways you can use to involve learners in the assessment activities. 

Describe each one fully 
 
Peer/Self-Assessments 
 

 Peer and self-assessment help to create a learning community within the classroom. 

 When students are involved in criteria and goal setting, self-evaluation becomes a 
logical step in the learning process. 

 Students become more aware of their personal strengths and weaknesses. 

 With peer assessment students begin to see each other as resources for 
understanding and checking for quality work against previously determined criteria. 

 The teacher can examine the self-assessments and the peer assessments and identify 
students' strengths and weaknesses   (5) 
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Discussion 
 

 Classroom discussions can indicate to the teacher much about student learning and/or 
understanding of basic concepts. 

 The teacher can initiate the discussion by presenting students with an open-ended 
question.  

 The goal is to build knowledge and develop critical and creative thinking skills.  

 Discussions allow students to increase the breadth and depth of their understanding 
while discarding erroneous information and expanding and explicating background 
knowledge.  (5) 

 
Think-Pair-Share 
 
Think-Pair share is a summarisation strategy that can be used in any content area before, 
during, and after a lesson. The activity involves three basic steps. During the "think" stage, 
the teacher tells students to ponder a question or problem. This allows for wait time and 
helps students control the urge to impulsively shout out the first answer that comes to mind. 
Next, individuals are paired up and discuss their answer or solution to the problem. During 
these steps students may wish to revise or alter their original ideas. Finally, students are 
called upon to share with the rest of the class.  
 
There is also a Think-Pair-Square-Share. In this strategy, partners discuss answers with 
another pair before sharing with the class. This activity ensures that all students are 
interacting with the information. Teachers can use this activity in the formative assessment 
process as they walk about the room listening to student conversations. 
 
Group work 
Make your assessment criteria and grading scheme clear.  
Assess individual, as well as group, learning and performance.  
Assess process as well as product.  
Make your assessment criteria and grading scheme clear.  
There are many instances in life that may have called for teamwork.  (20) 

 
TOTAL MARKS [100] 

 
 

SECTION B 
 
THE EXAMINATION 
 
The first thing we want to tell you is “don’t panic”. We are not setting exams to try and trick 
you. Previous students have told us they thought the exams were very fair, and many said 
they actually enjoyed them! In the exams, we want to find out what you have learned and 
understood from the course, and so the questions will give you the chance of showing this to 
us. Often the questions will ask you to apply some knowledge to your community, or to a 
situation with which you are familiar. So they are similar to the kind of assignment questions 
you have already dealt with. 
 
The examination paper will contain almost similar questions to those in the self-assessment 
sections of your study guide and to those in your assignments.  
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The examination question paper consists of most of those learned for Assignment 02 – 
please study the contents of your Study Guide. 
 
All the question papers are the sole property of the Examination Office of the University of 
South Africa. 
 
The Examination 
 
Answers must meet the requirements of the question. You need to think carefully about the 
precise wording of the question. 
 
Answers must meet the requirements of the question. You need to think carefully about the 
precise wording of the question. When answering the questions, please bear the following 
key words in mind regarding what is required of you from the various questions: 
 

Word Action 

 
Analyse 

 
Describe the various parts of X and explain how they work together, or 
whether they work together. Give points for and against. 

Compare Describe the major similarities between two or more ideas, topics, etc. 

Contrast Describe the major differences between two or more ideas, topics, etc. 
Define: Write a brief paragraph explaining the meaning of …. If there is 
more than one thing to define, explain any similarities or differences. 

Describe Give a detailed account of … 

Discuss Write about the various opinions you have read on the subject. Give 
points for and against and draw a conclusion from the points presented. 

Elaborate on Write about a statement or a quotation that is part of the question. 

Explain Explain the statement/quotation in more detail and then state your 
viewpoint concerning it. 

Evaluate Give an opinion supported by evidence on the worth or value of 
something. 

Examine Divide into parts and describe each part critically. 

Explain Write out in detail; make clearer; examine reasons and causes. 

Give an account 
of 

Give a statement of facts in sequence. 

Illustrate Use a figure, a diagram, or specific examples to make the meaning 
clearer. 

Justify Give reasons for your conclusions or opinions. 

Outline Describe the essential parts only. 

Show Give reasons and causes. 

State Present clearly and concisely. 

Summarise Give the main points omitting details. 

 
You will also be required to hand in your examination question paper with your answer book 
after you have finished writing your examination. All the question papers are the sole 
property of the Examination Office of the University of South Africa. 
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To Recap 
 

 Answers should be well structured – pay special attention to your paragraphing. 
Remember to make your answers as realistic as possible by including sufficient ‘factual’ 
everyday information. Where you do not have access to actual information, you may 
describe a typical example that you make up.  

 If you need to do some rough work, use the back pages of your answer book and rule 
a line through it so we can see it is not to be marked.  

 Be sure that you have enough time to finish all the answers that we must mark. 

 Plan your time carefully to ensure that you respond to all questions. Rather do brief 
answers to both questions than spend all your time on one question.  

 On the other hand, you should not rush so much that you do not use all the time 
available to you. If you do finish early reread your answers and try to improve them. 

 
 
DEMARCATION OR SCOPING OF EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT 
 
NB: A College decision has been made that lecturers are not to demarcate scope specific 
work for examination purposes. Examination questions should be based on the entire work 
covering the notional hours of the modules. You are encouraged to learn everything. Where 
other competencies or skills are assessed differently during the tuition period, the various 
assessments will be spelt out clearly by the lecturer in Tutorial Letter 201. 
 
According to Assessment Procedure Manual 2013 point number 4.5.2(e), the examination 
memoranda (guidelines, rubrics etc.) shall not be made available to students. 
 
 
We wish you everything of the very best with your studies and for your exams. 
 
Kind regards 
Your Lecturer and the ABET Team 


