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Dear student 
 
This tutorial letter includes comments on all assignments as well as general matters regarding 
the examination. From your feedback it appears that you find the tutorial matter interesting, 
informative and stimulating, particularly with regard to the insight it provides on the diverse world 
in which we live. The information provided in this module is essential to understand people with 
diverse cultural values and norms, prevent ethnocentric beliefs and avoid friction and conflict 
among people in daily contact with one another. It will equip you with the skills to understand 
how to live with other people. 
 

1 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 01, 03 and 05 
These assignments were conducted on your tutorial sites. All three were very short (less than 
130 words each) and was focused on encouraging you to use your tutors and the resources 
they offer. Students that participated did very well and gave some thoughtful answers. 
 
We only realised after setting the assignments that the blog site is not accessible via mobile 
device. However, students did really well by adapting to this disruption. Your marks will be 
available on your tutor site. 
 

2 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 02 and 04 
Before answering assignment 02 and 4 you were required to first study learning themes 1-3 and 
4-5 to the questions at hand in the APY1501 study guide.  
 
Both assignments were answered online and students received immediate feedback on the 
assessment. Please review these quizzes before the exams as this will be valuable assistance 
for the coming exam.  
 

3 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 06 
The questions required you to study the Learning Themes 1 to 8 thoroughly in order to 
demonstrate an understanding of anthropological theoretical principles and key words. You 
were required to apply your theoretical and ethnographic knowledge to case studies; evaluate 
specific ethnographic case studies and to define anthropological concepts and key words. 
 
QUESTION 1  
In this question you had to select the correct option. Option 2 is incorrect. Archaeology is only 
one of the four subfields of anthropology. Consult SG: 7 Option 3 is incorrect. There is a 
stereotypical perception through the media that anthropology treks through tropical jungles, 
explorers discovering “lost tribes”, adventures in remote and exotic places and even the dietary 
preferences of cannibals. Consult SG: 2. Option 4, is therefore correct. See SG: page 3. 
 
QUESTION 2 
In this question you had to select the correct option. Option 2 is Correct. See SG: 10. Option 1 
is incorrect. Linguistic anthropologist studies the relation between language and the other 
aspects of the life of a society. Consult SG: 9-10. Option 3 is incorrect, biological 
anthropologists studies the influence of biological and hereditary characteristics on behaviour of 
members of a society. Consult SG: 8-9. Option 4 is incorrect.  Archaeologist studies the material 
remains of societies which are collected during excavation of sites where people once lived. 
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QUESTION 3 
Option 3 is correct. See SG: 22. Option 1 is incorrect. An anthropologists’ work does not apply 
the concept of cultural relativism to determine which one of two cultural groups has developed a 
more effective approach to combating crime. Consult SG: 22. In terms of cultural relativism, the 
beliefs, ideas and behaviour in a specific sociocultural system should not be judged by the 
values and standards of another system. It should be viewed and understood within its own 
context and judged as equally valid. Consult SG: 122. Option 2 is incorrect. The comparative 
method does not best illustrate how the concept of cultural relativism influences the work of 
anthropologists. Consult SG:11. 
 
QUESTION 4 
In this question you needed to be familiar with the term ethnography and/or ethnographic 
research as a characteristic feature of Anthropology in that, ethnographic research involves 
first-hand, direct contact with the people being studied, that ethnogarphy is both the process 
and the product of fieldwork. That enthnographic aims to understand social relations in a 
community, ethnographic research may include personal network analyses of informants. 
Ethnography is both the process and product of fieldwork See SG: 21-22. Option 2 is correct. 
 
QUESTION 5  
Tarsiers and lemurs share the same order (primate) with Australopithecus, H. Habilis and 
H.Sapiens, but belong to different families – they are not hominids SG: 39). Hominidae 
(hominids) include modern humans and our extinct relatives, such as Australopithecus and 
Homo habilis. There is also an ongoing debate whether the great apes (gorillas, orangutans, 
chimpanzees and bonobos) resort in this family. 
 
In this question you first had to decide whether Items a (Australopithecines), b (Tarsiers), c 
(Homo habilis), d (Homo sapiens) and e (Lemures) belong to the hominid line, and then you 
had to choose the correct combination in the options. Items a, b, c, d and e. Consult SG: 39 - 
41. Option 4, a, c, d correct. 
 
QUESTION 6 
Option 1 is incorrect. Anthropologists do not generally agree that the concept of a race 

comprises a human population differing geographically, morphologically or genetically from 

other human populations. (Consult SG:44) Option 3 is incorrect in that it comprises a human 

population within which the genetic variation is less than the genetic variation between the 

population and other human populations. Consult SG: 44. Option 4 is incorrect Anthropologists 

does not generally agree that the concept of a race explains the innate behavioural 

characteristics which are attributed to various human populations. Consult SG:45. Option 2 is 

therefore correct.  

 
QUESTION 7 
With a question such as this, one of the strategies to employ is to search for the ‘odd’ one that 
does not fit. Which of the given options seem strange? In this case the correct answer is 
Option 2 See SG: 59 in this regard. The statements in Options 1, 3 and 4 are correct (see SG: 
59) and therefore incorrect.  
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QUESTION 8 
This question must be read very carefully as it asks which one of the statements does NOT 
function as bodily decorations and adornments. Check each option by asking yourself: (1) Does 
bodily decorations and adornments accentuate erogenous areas of the body? Yes, it does. 
Consult SG: 53. (2) Does bodily decorations and adornments indicate changes in the status of 
individuals? Yes, it does. Consult SG: 54. (3) Does bodily decorations and adornments signify 
gender equality in societies? It is not possible to signify if something or somebody is equal 
through decorations and adornments. Therefore Option 3 is the correct answer. (4) Does 
bodily decorations and adornments designate occupations of individuals.? Yes, it does. Consult 
SG: 54. 
 
QUESTION 9 
Option 3 is correct. What sets humans apart from animals is that animals do not have the 
ability to communicate symbolically. Consult SG: 40 in this regard. Option 1 is incorrect. There 
are some animals that use tools to adapt to their environment. Tool making culminates in Homo 
sapien’s truly magnificent Solutrean tools, finely shaped projectile points. The ‘true” Neaderthals 
made remarkable fine flint projectile points – Mouse- rain tools. See SG 40. Option 2 incorrect 
animals also share their behaviour with members of their group. From approximately 160,000 
years ago, there is increasing evidence that they did not only look like we do today, but also that 
they behaved (e.g., symbolic behaviour) and thought (e.g., abstract thinking and deep planning) 
like we do. They were skilled hunters of large animals, gathered plant foods and made clothing, 
which enabled them to survive the Ice Age. There is evidence that they buried their dead and 
occasionally marked their graves with symbolic objects and offerings. No other primates have 
ever practiced this sophisticated and symbolic behaviour Option 4 is incorrect. Animals are also 
taught how to behave by their parents or group. Consult SG: 30-41 
 
QUESTION 10  
In this question had to assess which of Options 1, 2, 3, and 4 are correct and then decide which 
option to choose as your answer. Option 1 is correct, Eriksen proposes that the concept of 
culture should no longer be used in anthropology because the use of the plural, cultures, divides 
human beings in that it emphasis differences between groups of people. See SG: 66. Option 2 
is correct; the concept of culture should no longer be used because it has been used to 
discriminate against others and to justify exclusion by means of aggressive nationalism. Option 
3 is incorrect. A judicial system ensures that people live together in an orderly manner. The 
system is headed by recognised appointees, such as elders or judges, who enforce the rules 
and laws by means of sanctions or penalties. Consult GS: 77. Option 4 is incorrect. People at 
grassroots-level do not reject the concept of culture on account of its use as a social 
engineering tool.  Option 5, which includes Options 1 and 2, is thus correct. 
 
QUESTION 11  
In this question you first had to decide whether a, b, c or d are correct or incorrect and then you 
had to choose the correct combination in the options. 
 
The first statement (a) is correct. Anthropologists do consider gender as a social construct that 
involves norms, attitudes and activities that a society deems appropriate. Consult SG: 86. 
Statement (b) is incorrect because gender differences are NOT located in the physical body. 
Statement (c) is also incorrect. Gender constructs ARE influenced by the group’s perceptions of 
gender. Statement (d) is correct. Gender identity is acquired through socialisation and 
enculturation, shaped by a person’s lived experiences. Consult SG: 86. Option 2 would 
therefore be the correct choice. 
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QUESTION 12  
In order to answer this question, you had to choose whether options 1, 2, 3 or 4 is correct. 
Option 2 is the correct answer. See SG: 85. Option 1 is incorrect Ethnocentrism is the 
inclination of many people to regard their own culture or way of life as superior, and they use the 
values and practices of their own culture to judge the behaviour and beliefs of others. 
Ethnocentrism enhances sociocultural solidarity and a sense of community among people who 
share similar traditions, it encourages the belief that people, who behave differently, are 
strange, immoral, primitive or even barbaric. Consult SG: 22.  
 
Option 3 and 4 are incorrect. Discrimination implies treating a person or a group of people 
differently, because of their religion, sex, gender, etc. and racism is a belief that a particular 
group is superior or inferior to another, based on physical appearances. 
 
QUESTION 13 
With a question such as this, one of the strategies to employ is to search for the ‘odd’ one that is 

NOT a function of bride wealth in Southern Africa. In this case the answer is Option 1. Bride 

wealth is NOT the economic purchase of a wife, and it DOES (2) provide a groom and his 

descent group the right to all children born of the marriage (3) create a bond between the groom 

and bride lineages, and (4) compensate the family of the bride for the loss of their daughter’s 

labour. Consult SG: 106-107. 

 

QUESTION 14 
In this question you had to decide which theories in Column B were proposed by the 

researchers in Column A to explain the origin or religion. 

a. Tylor followed an evolutionistic approach (iii) and thought that animism developed out of the 

experiences and speculations of early humans about dreams, trances and death. Consult 

SG: 127. 

b. Anthony Wallace followed the building block approach (i) stating that the various categories 

of religious action serve as building blocks for religion. Consult SG: 127. 

c. The psychoanalytic approach (iv) of Sigmund Freud proposed that when adults feel out of 

control or in need, they may, unconsciously, revert to their infantile and childhood feelings. 

Consult SG: 127. 

d. The French sociologist, Emile Durkheim was a functionalist (ii) and believed that regardless 

of the different beliefs and rituals, religion satisfies certain psychological needs of all people. 

Consult SG: 127. 
 

Therefore, Option 4 is correct. 
 

QUESTION 15 
Option 3 is correct. Through myths people find answers to important questions such as: “What 
does the universe look like?”, “How does it work?” Consult SG: 125 and “What is my place in 
it?” Myths refer to tales that are sacred or religious in nature and transmitted from generation to 
generation. Myths are concerned with the origin or creation of natural, supernatural or 
sociocultural phenomena and give meaning to human beings and their world. Consult SG: 136. 
 

4 GENERAL MATTERS REGARDING THE EXAMINATIONS 
Before we address matters relating to the examinations, we wish to thank you for the feedback 
we received on the tuition methods we employ and on the course in general. We trust that your 
encounter with anthropology has been intellectually stimulating and that you have acquired 
insight into human beings in general and their lives in diverse forms of society which will have 
enduring significance in your future.   
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4.1 Tutorial letters not received 
For various reasons some students did not receive all tutorial letters. We advise you to carefully 
read the list below to ensure that you have received all the tutorial letters. These tutorial letters 
will be important when revising the assignments to prepare you for the examinations. It is 
therefore important crucial that you have them at hand for this purpose. 
 

 
APY1501 
 
ANTALLX 

 
101, (201 which you are reading now) 
 
301 

 
Should you miss these tutorial letters you can download them from myUnisa or you can request 
these tutorial letters through the following means; 
 
1. an SMS directed to 43759 
2. an email send to dispatch@myunisa.ac.za or 
3. or a fax send to 012 4294150 
 

4.2 Admission to the examination 
ALL STUDENTS WHO REGISTERED FOR APY1501 AND WHO SUBMITTED ASSIGNMENT 
06 ON TIME WILL OBTAIN ADMISSION TO THE EXAMINATION.  
 

4.3 Delineation for the examination 
The entire syllabus will be covered in the examination and therefore all learning themes should 
be studied for the examination. 
 

4.4 The examination paper 
The examination paper consists of 60 multiple-choice questions that have to be answered in 
TWO HOURS. As a rough guide-line, you should take approximately 2 minutes to answer a 
question. Do not spend more time on individual questions than you time allocation allows 
because you may tend to rush the other questions to make up the difference and consequently 
not do so well. If you have time left at the end, you can go back to earlier questions. The 
multiple-choice questions must be answered on mark reading sheets and all questions are of 
equal value. Marks for the examination count a total of 60. 
 

This May/June exam will consist of Part A and Part B. Part A is for students registered for 
FIRST SEMESTER 2018. PLEASE ONLY ANSWER QUESTIONS IN PART A. 

 
Part B is for students sitting the supplementary exam from October/November 2017. 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT THE QUESTIONS WILL BE SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE 
ASSIGNMENTS. The questions allow more or less the same sequence as the learning themes 
in the SG and are group together according to them (e.g. Culture, kinship and religion etc.). 
 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS  
 

Once again, we refer you to the guidelines for the answering of multiple-choice which were 
given on pp12 -14 of Tutorial letter APY1501/101. 

mailto:dispatch@myunisa.ac.za
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4.5 Examples and answers of examination questions 
Below we provide examples of possible exam question and then the answers with comments. 
 
QUESTION 1 
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
Sociocultural anthropologists focus on the 
 
1. relation between language and other aspects of the life of a society. 
2. lifestyles of the rich diversity of societies as they are found worldwide. 
3. influence of biological and hereditary characteristics on behaviour of members of a society. 
4. material remains of societies which are collected during excavation of sites where people 

once lived. 
 
QUESTION 2 
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
The anthropological fieldwork methodology is distinguished from the methodologies of other 
disciplines that study human beings by its  
 
1. method of gathering information mainly through quantitative techniques. 
2. statistical analysis of the unique customs of non-literate people found in remote corners of 

the world. 
3. surveying method of the material remains of human settlements that provide important 

information on the living conditions of societies. 
4. involvement in experiencing something of other people’s live and becoming familiar with 

their activities in their contexts. 
 
QUESTION 3 
Choose the INCORRECT statement: 
 
Linguistic anthropologists 
 
1. initially studied the historical development of unwritten languages of non-western 

societies. 
2. study societies to gain an understanding of how cultural phenomena are expressed 

verbally. 
3. mainly focus attention on the evolution of languages in prehistorical societies.  
4. study the way in which language is used in different social contexts. 
 
QUESTION 4 
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
The anthropological perspective that implies that a custom or religious conviction of a society 
should be understood and described objectively within the context of the culture in which it is 
found, is known as 
 
1. holism. 
2. cultural relativism. 
3. ethnicity. 
4. ethnocentrism. 
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QUESTION 5 
Indicate the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
Anthropological information that has been collected by means of the ethnographic method will 
be regarded as a more meaningful and accurate representation of peoples’ sociocultural 
systems when an anthropologist has 
 
1. representative statistical surveys that verify the information. 
2. made systematic and relevant cross-cultural comparisons of the information. 
3. spent a prolonged period of time with a study group, writing down (recording) and 

reporting on the data collected.  
4. used the emic and etic research approaches during his/her fieldwork.  
 
QUESTION 6  
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
All of the following perspectives or approaches are characteristic of anthropology, EXCEPT  
 
1. an emic approach which takes cognisance of the way in which the people being studied 

perceive and categorise the world. 
2. a comparative approach that brings similarities and differences between human 

populations to the fore. 
3. the concept of sociocultural systems that anthropologists use to try to understand the 

ways in which people organise their lives. 
4. a research method which enables the anthropologist to produce quantitative data by 

means of statistical methods, surveys and questionnaires. 
 
QUESTION 7 
Choose the CORRECT definition for the following:  
 
Enculturation 
 
1. refers to the human ability and capacity to imitate and learn from the environment. 
2. means that human behaviour is both inherited or instinctive and learned. 
3. is the way culture is transmitted or carried over from one generation to the next. 
4. refers to the acquisition of knowledge through informal learning activities only. 
 
QUESTION 8 
Indicate the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
Participant observation means that an anthropologist should 
 
1. participate in the sense that he/she should commit his/her thoughts and emotions to the 

real-world fieldwork setting, and record his/her observations in an objective, scientific and 
systematic manner. 

2. become an active participant in the daily life of the community concerned and report on 
his/her experiences from his/her own cultural perspective. 

3. be a careful observer of the customs and daily life of a community to enable him/her to 
understand and record the relevant activities and events. 

4. observe more than participate in a conscious attempt to obtain concise, objective answers 
to specific research questions to enable anthropological theorisation. 
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QUESTION 9 
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement:  
 
Anthropologists study religion in order to 
 
1. rank religions according to a developmental scale from inferiority to superiority.  
2. obtain factual knowledge of the supernatural.  
3. distinguish between false and true religions.  
4. understand a religious system in terms of its meaning for its followers 
 
QUESTION 10  
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement:  
 
An anthropological study that sees the people being studied as actors in their own sociocultural 
context, and incorporates people’s own perceptions and categorisations of the world in which 
they are living has adopted   
 
1. an etic approach.  
2. an emic approach.  
3. a reflexive approach.  
4. an ethnocentric approach. 
 
QUESTION 11 
Indicate the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
Female genital mutilation is 
 
a. often enforced by older women in the community. 
b. still practised in 28 African countries.   
c. a measure to inhibit female sexuality.  
d. most common among African Muslims. 
 
Choose the correct combination. 
 
1. a and d 
2. a, b, c and d 
3. b and c  
4. b, c and d  
 
QUESTION 12  
Select the option that CORRECTLY completes the following statement: 
 
In societies and regions in Africa, bride wealth takes on different forms such as …. among the 
Nguni. 
 
1. Bogadi 
2. Roora 
3. Chicamwini 
4. Ilobola 
 



APY1501/201 
 

11 

QUESTION 13  
All of the following includes the contact of people from differenct sociocultural systems, 
EXCEPT 
 
1. travel and tourism. 
2. Ideology. 
3. electronic and media. 
4. the internet 
 
QUESTION 14 
All EXCEPT one of the options below does not complete the following statement: 
 
Identities are a consciousness derived from a variety of traits of a group that make it 
socioculturally distinct from other groups and includes the following traits 
 
1. language. 
2. traditions. 
3. adaptation. 
4. a sense of common origin.  
 
Answers to and comments on the questions 
 
QUESTION 1 
Option 2 is correct. See SG:10 Historically, a distinction was made between cultural 
anthropology and social anthropology. Cultural anthropology, as followed in most American 
institutions, is broadly based on principles from the German anthropological tradition. It 
emphasises patterned behaviour, guided by common values and transmitted over generations 
within a group context. Social anthropology was essentially practised in Great Britain and 
developed from sociological theory. Its focus is on the dynamics of social relations, social 
structures and social systems. This subfield attempts to adopt a balanced approach towards 
understanding the total human experience. There is clearly some value and weaknesses in both 
approaches. 
 
QUESTION 2 
Option 4 is correct: See SG: 3 and 20 respectively. Anthropology brings fundamental insights 
in the human condition and helps making sense of the contemporary world. The discipline sets 
out to develop a better understanding of diverse societies in different contexts by spending time 
with people in their particular settings. Today fieldwork is done in environments ranging from 
small or isolated communities to large urban and even virtual environments. 
 
QUESTION 3 
Option 3 is correct See SG: 9 Linguistic Anthropologists focuses on the large variety of 
languages spoken by people and, especially, the relationships between language and other 
aspects of people’s lives. Initially, linguistic anthropologists studied the historical development of 
the unwritten languages of “non-Western societies”. Language is also used as a key to 
determine how people view the world, the environment in which they live and how they view 
other people. 
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QUESTION 04  
The correct answer is Option 3. See SG: 22 cultural relativism. This suggests that system. In 
other words, a group, community or society’s behaviour, ideas, beliefs and customs should be 
studied and understood within their own context and judged as equally valid. If taken to the 
extreme, cultural relativism can, however, also be problematic. It could imply that there is no 
such thing as a universal human morality. If a person adopts this view, then, for example, s/he 
has to accept the practice of clitoridectomy (the removal of a girl’s clitoris), which is still carried 
out in parts of Africa and the Middle East 
 
Options 1 and 2 are incorrect. The notion of holism is based on the expectation that each 
patterned element or system is dependent upon or linked to some other elements within a 
specific time, situation and locality. Ethnography is the method anthropologists use to collect 
information or data and document and record the lives and culture of human societies in the 
field. Ethnographic research is conducted in rooms, homes, towns or cities and sometimes their 
own countries. In the past, ethnography was regarded, and practised, as a mere description of a 
group of people, but this is no longer the case. Ethnography involves more than just describing 
the people and their activities or only collecting information or data. Through comparing the 
similarities and differences from ethnographic studies, anthropologists gain a deeper 
understanding of their subject group. Analysis is also instinctively part of the ethnographic 
reports. Anthropologists are curious, they are fascinated by people and the kinds of questions 
they want to answer is both descriptive (what and where), comparative (how) and analytical 
(why). Consult SG: 10 – 21. 
 
Option 4 is incorrect. See SG: 22. Ethnocentrism is the inclination of people to regard their 
own sociocultural system or way of life as superior. They use the values and practices of their 
own system to judge the behaviour and beliefs of others. Although ethnocentrism enhances 
sociocultural solidarity and a sense of community among people who share similar traditions, it 
encourages the belief that people, who behave differently, are strange, immoral, primitive or 
even barbaric. People tend to believe that their own familiar explanations, opinions and customs 
are correct, proper, true and moral. For example, many South Africans regard eating horsemeat 
or insects or drinking )vow blood, mixed with milk, unacceptable. But, some of these same 
people find eating beef or the South African delicacy biltong (seasoned, dry and raw venison or 
the meat of cattle) quite appetising. People from the Hindu religion, however, would regard the 
custom of eating beef immoral, because Hinduism teaches that the cow is a sacred animal. 
 
QUESTION 5  
Option 4 is correct. See SG: 21 Although these two terms are considered opposites, most 
modern researchers combine the more meaningful and accurate representation of peoples’ 
sociocultural systems. In subsequent years, it has become increasingly important for 
anthropologists to recognise the people being studied, as actors in their own sociocultural 
context. To be aware of how the people, themselves, perceive their world and what has 
meaning for them, is known as the emic or “insider”, approach. This stands in contrast with an 
approach that studies the sociocultural system from the “outside”, as a scientist. The latter is 
known as the etic approach. Here, the focus of research shifts from people’s own categories, 
explanations and interpretations to those of the anthropologist. The researcher works from the 
assumption that people are so subjectively involved in their own lifestyle that they find it difficult 
to have their own impartial view of it. 
 
QUESTION 6 
In this question you were required to identify the option that is NOT applicable to the Option 4 
is correct. See SG:23 Anthropologists use particular research methodologies (strategies) 
approaches, theoretical orientation and techniques, to collect information in the field. The most 
widely used method, name participant observation, requires that researches immerse 
themselves in the daily lives of the people being studied. This method was introduced into 
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anthropology by Bronislaw Malinowski (1884-1942). His fieldwork was in the Trobiand Western 
Pacific Islands, during the two world wars. Became a classical model for others to follow. In his 
ethnographic book, “Argonauts of the Western Pacific: an account of native enterprise and 
adventure in the Archipelagoes of Melanesian.” He challenged traditional ethnographers, who 
were interviewing individuals from their own “verandas”, to observe situations first-hand, while 
living with the people they were studying. Malinowski encouraged them to engage with the 
community, eat their food, partake in their everyday life and also to learn the local language. 
 

QUESTION 7 
In order to answer this question, you had to be familiar with the concept enculturation. Option 3 
is correct. See SG: 73 Humans have the ability or capacity to learn. We learn our culture by 
growing up in and with it, from families, peers, institutions and the media. Importantly, culture is 
not biologically inherited. While all humans have basic biological needs such as food, sleep, 
shelter, companionship, security sexual gratification and procreation, the way we fulfil these 
needs varies between cultures. Much of learning culture is unconscious. Anthropologists refer to 
this process as enculturation.  
 

QUESTION 8 
From a close study of the tutorial matter on the methodology and techniques of anthropological 
research the correct answer is Option 4. See SG 23-25 Paricipant observation is fieldwork 
done by the anthropologist, who studies the way of life of a group of people by sharing in and 
observing their activities. The method was introduced by Bronislaw Malinowski, (1884 – 1942). 
He believed that participant observation would enable anthropologists to “graps the native’s 
point of view. As a participant observer, the anthropologist takes part in community life, while 
studying it. The “participation” part implies that the researcher commits his or her thoughts, 
emotions, feelings, and so on, to the real -world fieldwork setting. The “observer” part implies 
that the researcher records his or her observations in an objective and systematic manner.  
 

QUESTION 9  
Option 1 is incorrect. See SG: 121. Anthropologists focus their study on the diversity of religious 
beliefs, conceptions and behaviour that occur within the context of sociocultural systems or 
communities. However, it is not the aim of anthropologists to obtain factual knowledge of 
supernatural beings or powers. They are not interested in the business of “better” or “worse” 
and of “right” or “wrong”. They aim to understand the nature of religion and why communities 
have religion. To put it another way, they aim to understand any religious system in terms of its 
meaning for its adherents. Anthropologists will unavoidably be influenced by their own beliefs 
and their own conception or denial of the supernatural. However, they strive continuously to 
eliminate ethnocentric thinking and judgements, which could observations, attitudes, 
interpretations and presentations. 
 

Options 2 and 3 are incorrect because it is not the task of the anthropologist to factually 
evaluate people and their religious views or to establish whether a particular religious system is 
‘true’ or ‘false’. Anthropologists merely attempt to gain a better understanding of a religion within 
the context of the culture of a society. Anthropologists attempt, in particular, to find out what a 
religious system means to its adherents (Option 4), otherwise their research results would be 
seen as subjective rather than objective, as is required of scientists. Option 4 is therefore 
correct. 
 

QUESTION 10  
Option 1 is correct. See SG: 21. Option 2 is incorrect. The etic approach studies the 
sociocultural system from the “outside”, as a scientist. Here, the focus of research shifts from 
people’s own categories, explanations and interpretations to those of the anthropologist. The 
researcher works from the assumption that people are so subjectively involved in their own 
lifestyle that they find it difficult to have an impartial view of it. Consult SG: 21. 
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Option 3 is incorrect. See SG: 31 The awareness of the relationship between power and the 
construction of knowledge. Reflecting upon the data collection and interpretation process, 
produced different fieldwork relationships and new style of ethnographic writing. Reflexivity 
requires that researchers assess the effect of their presence, and their research techniques, on 
the nature and extent of the data collected. Option 4 is incorrect. Ethnocentrism is the inclination 
of people to regard their own sociocultural system or way of life as superior. They use the 
values and practices of their own system to judge the behaviour and beliefs of others. Although 
ethnocentrism enhances sociocultural solidarity and a sense of community among people who 
share similar traditions, it encourages the belief that people, who behave differently, are 
strange, immoral, primitive or even barbaric. People tend to believe that their own familiar 
explanations, opinions and customs are correct, proper, true and moral. 
 
QUESTION 11 
Options 1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct. See SG: 56 - 57. As opposed to male circumcision, female 
genital cutting – primarily the excision of the clitoris or parts of the labia is not done for 
enhanced sexual pleasure or hygienic reasons, but to ensure virginity before marriage or to 
deny sexual pleasure. Those opposed to genital cutting use the term female genital mutilation. 
Clitoridectomy, as the most widely known form of this custom is termed, is still practised in many 
central and northern African countries. In most communities, it is enforced by older women to 
prevent rampant and uncontrollable female sexual activity. Similar to male circumcision, female 
genital cutting is deeply embedded in the sociocultural system where it occurs and defines what 
is perceived to be “female” and to be accepted is an adult in the community.  Option 2 is 
therefore correct. 
 
QUESTION 12 
Option 4 is correct. SG. 106. Option 1, 2 and 3 are incorrect. Consult SG 106 in this regard, 
respectively. Bride wealth is termed bogadi among the Sotho -speaking groups in South Africa. 
Option 2 is incorrect bride wealth is called roora among Shona-speakers. Option 3 is incorrect 
Chikamwini is considered bride wealth among the Kijuyu-speakers in East Africa. Consult SG  
 
QUESTION 13 
To answer this question, you had to understand that given the environmental changes, both 
physical and social cultural has impacted on a change in culture. You had to select the option 
that does not have an influence on contact between people from different sociocultural systems 
in the last century. Options 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Consult SG:76 Cultural exchange is touching 
every corner of the globe; the term “globalisation”, through which, as we all know, the pace of 
change has greatly accelerated. Through diffusion, new technology, ideas, values or behaviour 
are adopted, people respond to trends, follow fashions and popularise the ways other people do 
things. Option 2 is does not have an impact on culture due to contact from different 
sociocultural systems, is incorrect and is therefore the correct answer. Ideology is a collection of 
abstract beliefs, values and ideas that shape a person’s behaviour and perception of the world. 
Consult SG: 84. 
 
QUESTION 14 
Option 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Social identities are conceptions of self and others based on 
membership of social groups.These identities are a consciousness derived from a variety of 
traits of a group that make it socioculturally distinct from other groups. Such traits include 
language, traditions, ideologies, a sense of common origin and an “ethos” – the moral values 
and orientation of the group. See SG: 84. Option 3 does not complete the sentence. Option 3 is 
therefore incorrect and therefore the correct answer. The term adaptation refers to a gradual 
process by which organisms – including animals and humans, adjust to the conditions of the 
area in which they live. Consult SG:69  
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4.6 Assignment questions in the examination 
Do not disregard the section of the tutorial matter that were covered in the assignments. As 
much as 20% of the examination paper may be based on the assignments. We may ask 
identical questions to those that were set in the assignments or they may be adjusted in the 
examination paper. For you benefit ensures to revise the assignments when doing revision for 
the examination. It will help you understand the kind of reasoning necessary to answer these 
questions.  
 

As indicated on pp. 13 – 14 of Tutorial letter APY1501/101 (Please read this information 
carefully), multiple-choice questions cannot simply be read through and an aimless selection 
made as to what the correct answer for each one is. Each question must be carefully analysed 
before deciding on an answer 
 

4.7 Revisions before the examination and study tips 
Hopefully, at this point you have reached the stage where you can start with revisions of the 
tutorial matter before the examination. The study program and the assignments have enabled 
you to cover the whole syllabus, and sufficient time is now left to once again work through the 
tutorial matter systematically in order to prepare you adequately for the examination. 
 

On pp 11-12 of Tutorial letter APY1501/101 8.2.1 Read and Study, you will find important tips 
on ways to master the information in the study guide. These are important to help prepare you 
for the examination.  
 

DO NOT EXCLUSIVELY RELY ON PREVIOUS EXAMINATION PAPERS. The study guide 
has been modified and some of the previous examination questions are no longer 
relevant. Therefore, you have to study the learning themes in the study guide including 
all the assignments. 
 

● REPEATING THE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

You are in possession of the assignments, as well as the tutorial letter containing solutions to 
the questions, together with explanations concerning the accuracy and inaccuracy of options. 
There are self-assessments available online for you to practice, and you are strongly 
encouraged to do so. By repeating the assignments without consulting the solutions 
beforehand, you can test your readiness for the examination. You should aim at being able to 
answer all questions correctly, including reasoning in connection with incorrect options, 
without the aid of the tutorial matter.  Remember although the entire examination paper is 
not going to be made up of assignment questions, many of the incorrect options refer to aspects 
of the tutorial matter that may appear in the examination questions, and for this reason a 
thorough understanding of the topics on these options can only be to your advantage. 
 
● USING KEY CONCEPTS 
 
Make sure that you understand and can use the anthropological terms and key concepts in the 
SG correctly. These terms and key concepts make up the “vocabulary” of anthropology and 
without them you will not be able to answer the examination questions. In the study objectives of 
each learning theme and at the end of each learning theme, a list is provided of key concepts 
that appear in the particular learning theme 
 
Use the term and key concepts to revise a learning theme or even a whole study unit. You can 
test your knowledge and understanding of these key concepts, or you can write down a few 
notes about each one that you can use later for quick reference. Yes, it was. I decided to 
replace it with this? The concepts are also important and should be included as part of your 
revisions. 
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Below we provide you with some examples of in learning theme 8 for purposes of revision. You 
should now make your own notes on key concepts in other learning themes.  
 

KEY CONEPTS 

 

RELIGION, FUNDAMENTALISM AND RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE 

Ancestor spirit The belief that all deceased persons live within the world of 
the ancestors, but that only those that are remembered by 
their kin are honoured. SG: 129 

Antimodernism Refers to the rejection of the modern in favour of what is 
perceived as an earlier, purer and better way of life 
Antimodernists typically consider technology’s use today to 
be misguided or think technology should have a lower 
priority than religious and cultural values. SG:150 

Atheism and humanism Those who reject belief in a God or gods. Such rejection is 
known as atheism and, closely related, is humanism, who 
also does not believe in any spiritual beings, but strive to 
create a more humane society through ethics and morals 
based on human and other natural values in the spirit of 
reason and free inquiry. SG 131 

Charms, talismans and amulets Are objects to which supernatural powers are ascribed. 
These objects may contain ingredients such as parts of 
plants and parts of animals, notably bones, teeth, pieces of 
skin, strands of hair and claws. They can be used for 
offensive as well as defensive purposes. They are typically 
used for protection against witchcraft and misfortune, 
success or for securing strength, health and good fortune. 
SG: 133 

Deism and theism The involvement of a god and deities in the affairs of 
humans has to be considered. Beliefs in this connection 
vary between two opposites. (1) At one extreme, it is 
believed that the God, after completing creation, withdrew 
from the world and is no longer actively involved in it. For 
this reason, the God is never approached by people and 
they do not attempt to enter into a personal relationship 
with Her/Him. This is referred to as deism. (2) The 
opposite views that the God is not only fully aware of 
everything that happens, but that She/He, in fact, 
determines the course of events, even in minute detail, and 
maintains a personal relationship with Her/His creatures. 
This is referred to as theism. SG 131 

Ethno-religious conflict Refers to forms of violence that are conducted in the name 
of a service of religion, such as a holy war, persecution, 
sacrifice, martyrdom and ethno-religious conflict. SG: 154  

Fundamentalism The concept religious fundamentalism comprises a style of 
religion and derives its name from the notion that 
fundamentals, aspects such as values, beliefs, behaviours 
and structures that are considered to be the truest, the 
most central and essential aspects of religion. It also refers 
to reactions to specific social conditions. Fundamentalism 
is on the rise and has become the most outspoken form of 
religion and, on occasion, the most violent. As a 
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consequence, many people have a stereotypical view that 
fundamentalist groups advocate violence or even 
extremism. SG: 145 -146 

Ideology The ideology of a group reflects their fundamental beliefs 
and values about how the world works. Ideologies, such as 
that of Martin Luther King, can lead to nonviolence, while 
others can incite violence. Ideologies are often not open to 
argument and debate. Violent ideologies often envision an 
ideal and future world in which they have asserted and 
established themselves. SG:153 

Magic medicines Are drugs or substances believed to have supernatural 
properties? The effectiveness of the medicines is ascribed 
to some symbolic association between the medicine and 
the purpose for which it is used. It is difficult to separate 
Indigenous African medicine from African religion, as 
illness and disease are linked with ancestor spirits. SG:133 

Animism Refers to the belief that the world is inhabited by 
impersonal powers, which work in living beings as well as 
in non-living objects. The best-known example of animation 
is the concept of mana, which occurs among communities 
and societies from Oceania. SG: 132 

Approved and disapproved ritual 
acts 

Approved ritual acts are acts that are sanctioned within 
the context of the community and sociocultural system in 
which they are carried out. Such acts are recognised as 
achieving purposes that are considered legitimate by the 
community. Ritual acts that meet with the community’s 
disapproval are those directed to harming or even killing 
other people (or causing damage to property). SG: 140 

Belief Belief in the existence of supernatural beings and entities 
is frequently accompanied by belief in their ability to 
influence the lives of the living SG: 139 

Communal ritual Refers to rituals in which a whole society or community is 
involved. For example, rituals performed for chiefdoms or 
nations. SG: 141 

Divination and diviner Divination refers to method of consulting the supernatural 
to obtain information that is only available to supernatural 
beings. Such information may concern any aspect of life 
which cannot be explained or solved by rational means. 
SG: 139 A diviner also provides knowledge of the 
supernatural, but at the request of the people. Whereas the 
prophet relies for his/her knowledge on his/her personal 
relationship with the supernatural, the diviner uses 
standardised procedures to interpret evidence found in 
various signs. SG: 142 

Familiars Refers to beings with supernatural characteristics that help 
the witch to achieve his or her evil purpose. Examples of 
familiars are baboons, cats, snakes, birds, exhumed 
corpses and beings that are half animal and half human. 
SG: 134 

Herbalist Refers to a particular type of traditional healer, who has 
specialised knowledge of the curative properties of plants 
and roots. SG: 142 
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Images (Icons/idols) Of gods and spirits are often believed to be the temporary 
seat of such beings. For example, rituals performed by 
Tamil Hindu of KwaZulu-Natal include the use of various 
objects that signify the presence of gods. SG: 133 

Mediumship Describes a person under the control of a spirit, which 
communicates with other people through the possessed 
person (the medium sometimes speaks in an unusual 
manner or with an unusual accent). SG: 138 

Monotheism and polytheism A belief in one God is monotheism and a belief in a 
number of deities refers to polytheism. SG:130 

Occasional and cyclical rituals Occasional rituals refer to rituals that are not performed 
on a regular basis and cyclical rituals refers to rituals that 
are performed at particular stages of a natural cycle or life 
cycle SG: 142 

Paganism It traditionally refers to the belief and value systems of 
people from rural communities, who lived in close 
association with nature and often practiced polytheism. 
SG:135  

Priest A priest is the person who acts as ritual leader with the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining communication 
between a group of people and the supernatural. The 
emphasis in his work is upon representing people with a 
supernatural being, although he may also speak and act on 
behalf of such a being. SG 141 

Purification Acts of purification often form part of rituals and may be the 
main ritual act itself. It consists of cleansing of the body of 
dirt or removing some form of ritual impurity from the 
person or community. It also consists of the removal of ill-
feeling and the solving of disputes between participants in 
a ritual. SG:140 

Ritual Is narrowly defined as prescribed, formal acts that are 
directly related to belief in the supernatural.SG:140. It 
describes the role of a prophet or diviner is usually that 
he/she informs people of the necessity of a particular ritual 
and the procedures to be followed. He/she may also 
participate in the ritual itself, but does not usually take the 
lead. SG: 140 

Shamanism and shaman The term, “shaman”, originally referred to a Siberian 
traditional healer. It is currently also used to refer to 
someone, who is both a traditional healer and a diviner. 
Among the Northern Sotho-speakers, such a specialist is 
known by the generic term, ngaka. SG:142 

Soul In Southern Africa, there is a distinction between the body 
and the soul (life force) and his or her spirit. There is also 
the idea that when a person dies, the soul and the spirit 
leave the body and continue to exist as a single entity in 
the spirit world. SG 129 
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Spells Describe a series of words that are recited or sung and 
actions that are believed to be capable of achieving a 
desired end. In some communities, where a name is not 
only a designation, but is also representative of the person 
or the entity itself, uttering a person’s name can be used to 
harm or to obtain power over the person, which is why 
names may sometimes not be uttered and have to be 
substituted by other names or descriptive terms. SG: 133 

Supernatural What is considered supernatural- beings, entities and 
forces believed to be not subject to the laws of nature or 
not human. This varies from community to community. SG: 
129 

Violence Is a socioculturally constructed behaviour. It arises in a 
specific social context, pervades social life and is, 
therefore, found in all spheres of human activity, including 
in religious activities.SG: 152 

Myth Refers to a false belief or a fictitious event or idea. SG: 
134. Myths are concerned with the origin or creation of 
natural, supernatural or sociocultural phenomena and give 
meaning to human beings and their world. SG: 136 

Offering and sacrifice Offering is described as the ritual giving of food or objects 
to a supernatural being or power, while sacrifice is said to 
refer specifically to the ritual killing of an animal or a person 
on behalf of such a supernatural being. SG: 141 

Prophet  A prophet represents the supernatural in the sense that 
he/she speaks on its behalf, often revealing the future, but 
also announcing the will of the supernatural being. The 
prophet speaks because he or she is commanded by the 
supernatural to do so. SG: 142 

Religion It is part of the lived experiences of human beings. It 
comprises beliefs, emotions, ideas, rituals, behaviour and 
institutions. Anthropology approaches its study with the 
assumption that it is a personal and social force. 
Accordingly, religion is examined in societal context and in 
its. SG:128. Religion is part of a social world and is thus 
shaped by or subjected to lines of force that operate in the 
socials world. SG: 123. It is so diverse that no single 
definition will in, probability, ever catch the essence of it. 
SG 124 

Sacred places Refers to one of the most recurring forms of association of 
natural phenomenon with supernatural being, entities and 
forces which in virtually all religions, are significant for their 
beliefs and practice. Sacred spaces are not randomly 
selected locations but are spaces in which things 
significant to the respective religion happened or are found. 
SG: 132  

Simulation It refers to the symbolic performance of behaviour and 
gestures that represent a desired occurrence, for example, 
in an attempt to make the occurrence a reality. SG:133 
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Sorcery When material means, words and actions. Since they do 
not have the inherent desire to harm all other people, they 
only use for personal reasons. For example, to get rid of an 
enemy. SG:34 

Spirit Most human communities believe that the dead continue to 
exist in some form or other. Our reference to “spirits” is for 
want of a better term, because the part or aspect of 
humans that is believed to survive after death is sometimes 
referred to as a spirit, or a soul. Very often, this part is 
believed to be immortal. SG 129 

Traditional healer A traditional healer specialises in healing and, sometimes, 
the overcoming of other forms of misfortune. This may 
include financial success and protecting people from evil 
forces. An herbalist is a particular type of a traditional 
healer, who has specialised knowledge of the curative 
properties of plants and roots. In an earlier section, we 
pointed out that the distinction between the natural and the 
supernatural is a peculiarly Western worldview and not a 
universal one. SG: 142 

Witchcraft Refers to the inherent (inborn) power to harm other people 
by supernatural means. Evans-Pritchard. He distinguished 
witchcraft from sorcery. SG:134  

 

4.8 Indigenous terms 
A number of students enquired about the use of the indigenous terms in the examination. For 
examination purposes you much at least be familiar with the following terms: 
 

uNkulunkulu 
uThikoloshe 
“Siyavuma” 

Madi 
Ngaka 
ukuvumisa 

Nomkhubulwana,  
malopo 
elopo 
Pancankam 

 
Apart from the above, you are advised to study ALL indigenous terms in Learning Theme 
8 
 

4.9 A summary of aspects of Learning Theme 7 (as example of your 
examination preparations). 

 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
RELATIVES, RELATIONS, KINSHIP AND FAMILY 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

WHAT IS KINSHIP? 
 

The following definition describes kinship from an anthropological point of view. 
 
Anthropologists use the concept kinship, as a broad term, for all familial relationships that 
people are born into or establish. A critique of the study of kinship, published in 1984, American 
anthropologist, David Schneider, argued that the genealogical and biological focus of kinship 
studies was ethnocentric. 
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Our course explains how humans construct kinship relationships and ways in which people 
trace their descent and determine ancestry. In addition, it describes a variety of human marriage 
structures and interactions and explores changing patterns in family household structures.  
 

WAYS IN WHICH HUMAN BEINGS STRUCTURE THEIR LIVES 
 
Human beings are social beings and structure their lives, particularly their contact and 
interaction with others, through a web of associations and relationships, through birth and 
reproduction, in other words, relatives, relations, kinship and family. 
 

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN KINSHIP AND FAMILIES 
 
Although kinship and families are closely related they are not identical concepts. Kinship or 
relatedness remains relevant to all people. 
 
Kinship or relatedness 
Relations are characteristic of all communities and form an important basis of the organisation 
and social life in all communities. 
 
Families 
Are important social groups that fulfil a crucial role in the identity formation and the socialisation 
of every individual. 
 

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN AFFINITY AND DESCENT 
 
► Traditionally, ethnographic kinship studies focused on two types of relationships: those 

Determined by descent and those determined by affinity. 
 
Descent  

refers to consanguineal kin, meaning people who are related by birth – blood relations, 
which include a person’s parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents, children, 
grandchildren, uncles, aunts, cousins, and the like. 

 
Affinity  

refers to meaning people who are related by marriage – a person’s husband or wife and 
all his or her relatives (such as father- and mother-in law, as well as brothers- and 
sisters- in law), as well as brothers- and sisters-in law), as well as all those people who 
are married to our consanguineal kin, along with their relations. 

 
► For our purposes here, we are only going to explore two of the broader descent systems 

that commonly occur in southern Africa, namely: 
 
● Cognatic descent, which is a system that traces decent through both parents. The most 

common pattern is bilateral through the father and the mother. Occurs in certain 
populations/races 

 
● Unilineal descent systems, which is traced through only one parent’s family line. It could 

be patrilineal, through the father’s line; in this case, both male and female children 
belong to their father’s kin group. Only males pass on their family identity to their 
children. A woman’s children are members of her husband’s patrilineal line. In the case of 
matrilineal descent, both male and female children belong to their mother’s kin group. 
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► General characteristics of unilineal groups 
 

 
              Patrilineal <------------------------------------> Matrilineal                                           
 

 

► Patrilineal descent systems 
 

 Patronymic: children bear the family name of their father (Fa). 
 Authority is in the hands of the father (Fa). 
 Patrilineal succession and inheritance: a man’s place is taken by his son (So) and 

then his son’s son (SoSo) 
 Place of residence after marriage is usually with the father’s (Fa) people. 

 

► Matrilineal descent systems 
 Children bear the family name of their mother (Mo) Authority is in the hands of the 

mother’s brother (MoBr). 
 Authority is in the hands of the mother’s brother (MoBr). 

 Matrilineal succession and inheritance: a man’s place is taken by his sister’s son (SiSo) 
and not his own son (So). 

Place of residence after marriage is usually with the mother’s (Mo) people 

 
Matrilineal Descent systems are: 

 Matronymic 
 

 Matrilineal  
 

 
Matronymic <------------------------------------> Matrilineal 

 
These are popular concepts to that are used to describe descent systems 

 

ARE YOU AWARE THAT ANTHROPOLOGY USE TWO SETS OF SYMBOLS 
SET OUT GENEALOGY?  
 
► VERBAL SYMBOLS – ABBREVIATIONS THAT DESCRIBES KINSHIP RELATIONS 

 
Kinship term Code Kinship term Code 

Father Fa Brother Br 

Mother Mo Sister Si 

 
● TO LEARN MORE, SEE SG P 99 
 
► DIAGRAMMATIC SYMBOLS - REPRESENT FAMILY RELATIONS 
 

Kinship term Symbol Kinship term Symbol 

Male ∆ Female O 

Deceased 

 or  

Divorced 
 or ≠ 
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● TO LEARN MORE, SEE SG P 99 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

VERTICAL LINE (LINE OF DESCENT) 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 
THIS DIAGRAM DESCRIBES PATRILINEAL DESCENT 
 

 
 
● EGO (a male) traces his descent through his father (Fa) 6 and grandfather (FaFa) 1. His 

mother is (Mo) 7 and he has one brother (Br) 12. 
 

● His grandparents (FaFa) 1 and (FaMo) 2 have three other children in addition to his 
father (Fa) 6. 

 

● These are their eldest son (EGO’s FaBr) 4, who married (EGO’s FaBrWi) 3 and had no 
offspring, a deceased daughter (EGO’s FaSi) 5 (who was their second child) 

 

● Their youngest son (FaBr) 8, who is divorced from (FaBrWi) 9 and cohabitates with his 
common- law wife (FaBrWi) 11. They have two children (FaBrSo) 13 and (FaBrDa) 14, 
who are EGO’s parallel cousins. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

CLANS AND LINEAGES 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

ARE 
 

► EXOGAMOUS - members may not marry each other 

WHY: - Blood relatives – incest 
Prohibitions: - Marriage and incest BUT the two are not identical 
INCEST - pertains to sexual relation  
EXOGAMY - pertains to marriage relations 

 
 

► ENDOGAMY 
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RULE: - Expects someone to marry within one’s own group 

 
► LINEAGE 
 

 People whose descent can be traced from ancestors, who live generations ago, through 
known links. 

 Where communities have clans, as well as lineages, a clan can consist of a number. 
 They do not necessarily live together. 
 Lineage members do not act together as an economic unit. 

 It distinguishes people from whom an individual may ask assistance, advice and support 
under certain circumstances. 

 Have a particular socio-cultural significance and may be employed for specific purposes. 
 

● CLANS AND LINEAGES ARE FOUND IN MOST AFRICAN SOCIETIES 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

TOTEMS 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

► What are they? 
 

 

A totem refers to the use of a plant, animal or object as 
guardian, and/or emblem of a group.  

 
► Characteristics of totemic groups  
 

▪ The group is closely connected with its totem.  
▪ They usually occur among groups with unilineal systems of descent reckoning 

such as clans and lineages. An exception here is the Sotho who do not have clans 
but totemic groups.  

▪ The group is frequently named after its totem which is believed to be its ancestor. 
 

Southern Ndebele. The Sibayoni clan is named 
after the feather (isiba) of the guinea-fowl 
(Lenyonie) 

 

 The totem may be closely associated with the well-being of the group concerned and so 
may not be eaten, killed or hurt in any way. It must be venerated and protected. 

 

Exception 
Among the Australia aborigines, the totem forms 
part of their diet and rituals are performed to ensure 
its increase 

 
ARE YOU AWARE THAT XHOSA GENERALLY DO NOT HAVE TOTEMIC CLANS, NOR DO 
THEY VENERATE ANY TOTEMIC OBJECTS OR ANIMALS? 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

AFFINITY STRUCTURES 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
► MARRIAGE 
 

 Marriage is a conjugal relationship found in all societies throughout the world 
 

 The word conjugal comes from the Latin word, conjux, meaning married partner in 
other words, husband or wife. 

 
► FORMS OF MARRIAGE 

 Monogamy is the most common form of marriage throughout the world. 
 
 Polygamy is a form of marriage in which a person is married to more than one Partner at 

the same time. 

 
 Ghost marriage, according to which a man marries a woman in the name of an 

unmarried brother, who died childless. 

 
 Levirate, from the Latin word lévir, which refers to “husband’s brother”, is the continuation 

of a deceased man’s marriage by his brother or another relative. 
 

 Sororate, from the Latin word soror, meaning “sister”, is the marriage of a man to the 
sister of his wife, referred to as sororal polygyny. 

 

CONTRACTING AND DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
 

► Contracting 
 

 A Legal transaction between two partners to complex processes involving 
negotiation between large numbers of kin. 

 

Contracting a marriage has legal implications, which involve 
rights and duties, and requires reaching an agreement or 
concluding a contract. In different societies, the contracting 
parties vary. Civil contracts concern the bride, bridegroom and 
witnesses, often parents or representatives. Customary 
agreements are mostly between two descent groups of the 
partners involved, who are often not even present when the 
negotiations take place. 

 
► IT INCLUDES: Transfer of marriage goods, could be through bride wealth 

 
Many of the married and unmarried women mentioned that the 
transfer of ilobolo is “a sign and symbol of a man’s sincere love 
and his commitment, which is indicative of his future ability to 
provide for his family.  (Rudwick & Posel 2014:126) 

 
► A DOWRY - is what a woman brings into a marriage. 
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Characteristics 
 

 part of her inheritance of family property, money or goods. 
 

 intended to attract the best possible husband for a woman. 
 

► BRIDE WEALTH - is more common that dowry, but not necessarily mutually exclusive. 

 

 In some communities, both are practiced simultaneously. 
 
Traditionally: 

 The amount and nature of transferred goods differ, depending on the bride’s status and 
wealth, as well as her level of education, beauty, age, virginity and so forth. 

 
Among traditional Xhosa-speakers, a girl’s father would receive 
ilobolo, but her husband is also responsible for providing her with 
marriage cattle that would be vested in the newly formed household. 

 
Recently: 
 

Recent research by Rudwick and Posel (2014), regarding 
the functions that people in contemporary South African 
communities attach to bride wealth, suggests that these 
traditional functions have changed. It would appear that the 
reproductive labour of women is no longer linked to bride 
wealth. 

 
In Addition: 
 
Rudwick and Posel (2014) identify two additional contemporary functions of bride wealth, which 
clearly emerged during their research, namely cultural identity formation and the 
construction of gendered identities. 
 
● Anthropology has no overarching theory of what determines levels of marital dissolution. 

It is tied up with sociocultural values and personal aspects of the specific family. 
 

MARITAL DISSOLUTION 
 
► CAN BE DISSOLVED: 
 

 Tied with socio-cultural values and personal aspects of the specific family. 

 verbal grounds for the dissolution of marriage. 

 Can be dissolved without the consent of the spouse. 

 Can be dissolved unilaterally. 

 In customary marriages, the partners and keen groups have to agree. 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
FAMILY AND CONTEMPORARY HOUSEHOLDS 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
► DEFINITION 
 

 The diverse ways in which families are formed complicates the definition of the concept 
of family. To name a few; adoption, donor insemination or surrogacy. 
 

 The terms “families” and “households” are often used interchangeably, but are two very 
different Constructs. 

 
► STRUCTURAL VARIATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS IN FAMILY COMPOSITION 
 

 CONJUGAL FAMILY – smallest identifiable unit 

 NUCLEAR HOUSEHOLD – autonomous unit of production 

 EXTENDED FAMILY includes all living kin. 

 COMPOUNDED HOUSEHOLDS – resides together 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
CONTEMPORARY HOUSEHOLDS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 
► FACTORS THAT SHAPES CONTEMPORARY FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLD 

PATTERNS 
 

- Politics 
- Religion 
- Education 
- Access to housing 
- Health, 
- Social 
- Demographic, 
- Geographic and economic factors 

 
► BUT,  
 
THE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN STRUCTURING FAMILIES 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 
 
The few Studies identifies the following contributing factors 
 

 The costs involved in getting married 

 High and rising unemployment 

 The changing patterns of gender relations 

 The rising concern with the quality of relationships and the expectation 
 

ADDITIONAL FACTORS INCLUDE THE RISK OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS, SUCH 
ASDOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND INFIDELITY SOCIETAL APPROVAL OF HAVING A CHILD 
OUTOF WEDLOCK. 
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Family and Household Constructs 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
FEMALE HEADED (MATRIFOCAL) HOUSEHOLDS 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Matrifocal refers to a family unit headed by an adult woman –
without the presence of a father, either permanently or for 
extended periods 

 
ARE YOU AWARE? 
 
That there is a worldwide increase in female- headed households due to factors such as 
changes in the following; 
 

 social norms 

 education 

 urbanisation 

 feminism 

 unpartnered pregnancies 
 
► De facto female-managed households are;  
 

 married female heads 

 husbands live elsewhere due to labor migration, or 

 non-co- residence of wives in polygamous unions 
 
► They are NOT a post-apartheid construct but occurred due to separate development 

policies 
 
They depended on remittance s from husband and mostly carried the responsibility of child-
raising alone. 
 
BUT – This changed when women refused to remain “unproductive burdens” in the eyes of in-
laws and they also migrated to cities to find work. 
 

 
Female headed households <------------> “The feminisation of Poverty” 
 

 
Reasons for this labelling; 
 

 divorce 

 separations 

 death or, 

 being a single mother 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Multi- and skip-generation households 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

A new household construct and the phenomenon of multi-
generational households 

 
► - Nuclear families 
 
Characteristics 
 

 live with relatives 

 live with parents 
 
This trend reinforces the customary compounded household and mutual support between kin 
guarantees the survival of individuals 
 
THE RESULT:  

 rural and urban outmigration of working females  

 children younger than 18 are in the care of a grandparent  

 patrilineal kinship constructs where paternal relatives would care for orphaned children 
 
This requires much more research 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
CHILD AND YOUNG-ADULT-HEADED HOUSEHOLDS 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 
► Consequence of this household is the HIV Pandemic 
 
This is a recent development and more studies need to be conducted. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
We wish you all the best for your preparation for the examination. 
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