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Dear Student  

 

FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENTS FOR DVA3704  

 

This tutorial letter contains feedback on assignment questions 2 – 7 set for DVA3704. 

 

If you have any questions or if you experience problems with this module, kindly contact your 

lecturers as soon as possible.  

 

Important:  

 

The prescribed articles are intended to provide you with basic readings on each topic. As a 

matter of fact, you are expected to read widely beyond these. Again, you are strongly urged to 

constantly refer to Tutorial Letter DVAALLD/301 which provides an explanation of the technical 

aspects of writing an essay. Your attention is further drawn to the fact that the University does 

not tolerate plagiarism.   

 

Best wishes with your studies. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Zamatolo Mtolo 

Academic Administrator  

  



DVA3704/202 
 

3 
 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 2 

 

QUESTION: 

 

Write an essay on development planning in which you 

 

a) describe the nature, focus and scope of development planning 

b) analyse some of the challenges and demands that will shape future development 

planning in countries of the global South.  

 

Read/watch/consult: 

 

 Study Unit 1 in your Study Guide 

 Watch Ghana's Long-Term National Development Plan (2018-2057) at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sDH8Ft9u9U 

 Read the executive summary of South Africa’s NDP at 

http://www.gov.za/sites/www.gov.za/files/Executive%20Summary-NDP%202030%20-

%20Our%20future%20-%20make%20it%20work.pdf 

 

How to approach this question: 

 

Start by reading the prescribed sources attentively. Note key concepts pertaining to 

development planning, women and minorities, poverty, globalisation and sustainability.  

 

As you read through your study guide you will notice that the concept of development has 

different meanings. Consider these different definitions of the concept. For example, Dale 

(2004:1) sees development as an "ongoing process of change" directed at human beings. 

Kothari (2002:1) claims that development is a paradox because it is described by very practical 

concerns; however, it is "bedevilled by contested theories". Can you see that the success of 

development planning is dependent on the cooperation of many different institutions and 

actors? Yet it is important for you to note that they do not have a shared vision of development, 

its means or ultimate outcome. 

 

Dwivedi, Khator and Nef (2007:17) define development as the "actual historical and material 

occurrence significant change in the economic, social, political and cultural conditions affecting 

large groups of people or it can be conceived as a construct, mental picture, or theory about 

such change". This definition implies that development is brought about for specific purposes 

and so can be linked to development planning. Remember that development planning is also 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sDH8Ft9u9U
http://www.gov.za/sites/www.gov.za/files/Executive%20Summary-NDP%202030%20-%20Our%20future%20-%20make%20it%20work.pdf
http://www.gov.za/sites/www.gov.za/files/Executive%20Summary-NDP%202030%20-%20Our%20future%20-%20make%20it%20work.pdf
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about integrated change in which political, social, cultural and economic institutions play a role 

in trying to achieve a vision for outcomes. Such outcomes can be achieved either by 

evolutionary or revolutionary means. From this, you should be able to deduce that development 

planning also means that choices should be made in terms of the most desirable plans and 

outcomes. 

 

After outlining the concepts of development and development planning, your discussion should 

proceed by explaining the importance of context in shaping the nature, focus and scope of 

development planning. Dale ( 2004:1-2) argues that ‘development is for the people and its 

contents in particular situations must be clarified in relation to people-related problems which 

need to  be addressed and removed through some planned action’. Remember that a plan is 

always just a tool that must be adapted because what works in one context may not be suitable 

or necessarily work in another. For this reason, development planners need to understand the 

socio-political contexts in which they function. This is because context has a bearing on the 

method and substance of development planning.  

 

The final part of your essay requires you to discuss the new challenges for development 

planning. Here you can choose to discuss the following under each of the challenges: 

 

Women and minorities 

 

Should you choose gender, discussing the women’s movement and its role in highlighting the 

negative outcomes of development policies and planning for poor women in countries of the 

global south should take centre stage.  Pay attention to the inherent gender bias in 

macroeconomic analysis, policy formulation and planning and gender-blind macroeconomic 

statistics that ignore the sexual division of labour or the invisible labour of women (Elson, 

1991:39). You must also distinguish between the three kinds of public policies in terms of their 

effect on women or prevailing gender relations. Firstly, those aimed directly at women. 

Secondly, those that govern relationships between men and women and lastly those that 

are supposedly gender-neutral, yet have a different impact on men and women as summarised 

by Wylam (1996:13). You may also refer to the measures to advance women’s equality in the SA 

National Development Plan (NDP) as part of your discussion. 

 

It is important for you to note that the challenges of development and equality are not limited to 

gender but include ethnicity, age and other socially constructed categorisations, which can 

render certain groups marginal. Please refer to the (Reading box 1.1) on page 14 of your study 

guide on how overcoming poverty of minorities improves overall human development. 
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Poverty 

 

Many of the countries in the global south still face problems of political instability, decreasing 

production, growing debt burden all exacerbating poverty.In your discussion you should attempt 

to show how these factors may impact on development planning. 

 

Issues of sustainability/ Importance of sustainability 

 

Pay specific attention to the ideas that development planners should keep in mind when 

formulating strategies that are based on sustainable development as suggested by Coetzee 

(1992:33). Further consider the feasibility of the United Nations (UN)’s seventeen Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), following the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Pay 

particular attention to goals which deal with human rights and gender equality across the 

various dimensions of sustainable development on page 19 of your study guide. The SA 

National Development Plan (NDP) further lists strategies aimed at sustainable development, 

which you can include in your discussion. 

 

Globalisation 

 

Consider the complexity of globalisation which means that development planning takes place in 

a turbulent, but interconnected world. For Lech (2016:5-6) this global interconnectedness  also 

means that hazards arising in one part of the world have  the potential to affect all people and 

places, albeit in very different ways. 

 

You can either choose to discuss one challenge in detail or a combination of 

challenges.  

 

Indicators for marks allocated:  

 

50% - 59%: Although there was an indication that you understood the nature, focus scope and 

new challenges for development planning, you merely summarised the prescribed readings 

without demonstrating insight or your own view. Referencing was done correctly and used 

consistently. 

 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of everything discussed above PLUS integration of arguments, 

examples were provided and the arguments followed logically. 
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75% and more: Demonstration of everything discussed above PLUS understanding in the form 

of a critical discussion of the relevant issues. Furthermore, sound conclusions were drawn 

linked to future projections of suggested improved development planning with regard to gender 

and minorities, poverty, sustainability issues and globalisation. 

   
ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 3 

 

QUESTION: 

 
Evaluate the Integrated Development Planning Process (IDP) in South Africa 
 
Readings:  

  
 Study unit 2 in your Study Guide 

 the article by Binns and Nel (2002) entitled “Devolving development: integrated 

development planning and developmental local government in post-apartheid South 

Africa.” 

 

How to approach this question: 

 
First do close reading of the prescribed sources and make sure you understand the various 

concepts that come to the fore regarding the Integrated Development Plan (IDP). Note down 

various themes emerging from the literature such as integrated planning, development and 

development planning. Davids et al (2009:140)  holds that the IDP is “ the principle strategic 

planning instrument which guides and informs all planning and development and all decisions 

with regard to planning, management and development, in the municipality( Local 

government)”. The IDP as  a  strategic plan is  designed to inform the municipality’s 

development over a certain number of years. The minimum contents of the IDP include a 

spatial development framework – which must include the provision of basic guidelines for a 

land-use management system for the municipality. For instance, in the spatial development 

framework, a certain amount of space will be demarcated within the municipality for retail 

development and housing. An IDP also includes a financial plan or a Capital Investment 

Framework, a term used by some municipalities. The strength of IDPs lie in their attempt at 

integrating planning and the hope that integration will lead to improvements.  The IDP has a 

lifespan of 5 years, which is linked directly to the term of office of local councilors. After every 

local government elections, it is up to the new council to decide on the future of the IDP. This 

means that the council can either adopt the existing IDP or develop a new one, which takes into 

consideration the existing plans. 
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Please note that the largest part of this assignment should be dedicated to evaluating the IDP 

process in South Africa (SA). Do this by describing what it is, how it originated, the context in 

which it came about, its principles and aims.  Be sure to hone in your discussion on the IDP 

within the context of development and development planning in SA. It was the country’s 1996 

constitution which cleared the way for a fundamental transformation of local government. The 

initial phase of local government transformation was set in place by the Local Government 

Transition Act (LGTA) of 1993. Thus the IDP initiative in SA originated in the late 1990s. In SA 

IDP attempts to reverse the legacy of separate development of the past and move away from 

top-down approaches, towards more consultative or participatory development. For example 

consider the Reconstruction and Development Plan (RDP) where government intervened in the 

delivery of social goods, education, health care and housing, as a means to stimulate economic 

activity and create jobs. All this was done in an effort to address the inequalities created by the 

apartheid legacy. 

 

In your evaluation also note the critiques of the IDP in SA. For example, it is hampered by the 

inability or unwillingness by some local councils to accept ownership of consultant prepared 

IDPs and to use them in directing budgeting processes, poor linkages between IDPs and 

broader spatial frameworks, the limited capacities of local authorities, limited sharing and 

spreading  of  development  experience,  the  limited  learning  culture  at  local  levels  and  the 

shortage of clear alternatives to the current IDP frameworks. The article by Binns and Nel 

(2002) who examine the IDP process in the three cities of Cape Town, Grahmstown and 

Tshwane should further aid yo u r  discussion. You can also make use of any other relevant 

case studies and examples. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated:  

 

50% - 59%: To obtain marks within this range, you must demonstrate a basic understanding of 

the question. You must highlight the core details about the IDP, its origins, principles and aims. 

Your answer must end in a logical conclusion, integrate relevant sources and also correctly 

reference sources. 

 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of everything discussed above PLUS a well-structured discussion 

of the problems and future prospects of IDP as implemented by the South African government 

by referring to a local case study. 
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75% and more: Demonstration of everything discussed above PLUS a critical analysis of the 

prospects as well as the potential problems experienced during the implementation of the IDP. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 4 

 

QUESTION: 

 

Is there a particular planning mode or a particular combination of planning modes that is best 

suited for development planning in countries of the global South? Give a reasoned account 

 

Readings:  

 

 Study unit 3 in your Study Guide 

 the article by Yirenkyi-Boateng (2010) entitled “development plans and the sustainable 

development agenda in Africa” 

 the article by Jin Lee, Jae Moon and Kim (2017) entitled “Insights from experiments with 

duopoly games: rational incremental decision-making”  

 

How to approach this question: 

 

Read and understand the prescribed material and make sure that you understand the content of 

the reading as well as the core concepts, definitions and theories.  

 

Each  categorisation  of  planning  is  based  on  a  different  interpretation  of  the  goals  

of development or, indeed the “structure of reality” ( Forss,  1985:27). There are 6 planning 

modes namely rational-comprehensive planning, disjointed-incremental planning, blueprint 

planning, learning-process planning, functional planning and normative-choice planning. They 

are usually paired together to serve the means of contrasting them. Each planning mode has its 

own merits and demerits. For instance, an analysis of the learning process planning mode 

shows that it follows an approach geared at empowerment, learning and the incremental setting 

up of plans.  Moreover, priorities and operational details for the planning are regularly re-

examined and changed. By contrast, blueprint planning follows a rigid process in which all plans 

are prepared prior to implementation (Korten, 1980:480). Blueprint planning in its extreme, rigid 

or pure form is when detailed plans are prepared for action before any work is implemented. 

Blueprint planning originated from civil engineering. This type of master plan was very 

successful in solving the many problems (for example town planning and sanitation) that faced 

communities after the Industrial Revolution. The main task of a planner who works according to 
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the blueprint planning method is to draw up a plan (Dale, 2004:4). Rondinelli (1983:viii) 

believes that the problems that accompany a rigid blueprint planning mode can be decreased 

by using “an adaptive approach that relies on adjunctive and strategic planning, on 

administrative procedures that facilitate innovation, responsiveness and experimentation, and 

on decision-making processes that join learning with action”. A planning mode that meets these 

requirements and can provide an alternative to the blueprint mode is the learning-process 

planning mode.   

 

Rational- comprehensive planning makes the assumption that planners or planning agencies 

make rational decisions. This implies that the planning agency identifies all possible courses of 

action, identifies all desirable and undesirable effects of these, and makes the correct choice of 

action for the community” (Forss 1985:30 & 31). In development planning the level of rationality 

is determined by means of efficiency, optimality and synthesis. This model has been criticised 

for not considering the role of values as well as not taking into consideration the 

unpredictability. Critics of this planning mode advocate for disjointed-incremental planning 

which achieves objectives through the available selected means. This plan makes use of small 

incremental steps that are broken down into goals that can be achieved. Goals are achieved bit 

by bit which would have proved to be costly for rational-comprehensive planning.  

 

The other two planning modes namely, functional planning and normative-choice planning are 

concerned with planning in terms of means and objectives. Functional planning pays attention 

to the means which achieve the goal and not the goal itself. How the goal was set is not 

questioned. Such a planning mode does not take into consideration that solutions to resolve 

the problem may be in conflict with each other as they represent different interests. In contrast 

to functional planning mode is normative-choice planning which is concerned with the goal as 

well as the means to achieve it. This plan opposes the other plans in that it posits that all the 

other plans fail to accept that a single plan is in the interest of the public good.  

 

After having defined, described and compared the planning modes, a selection of a single or 

combination of the planning modes must be made to implement in countries of the global 

south. To do this you must be aware of the general features that countries in the global south 

share. The planning mode(s) selected should reflect practicality with regards to countries of the 

global south 
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Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50% - 59%: To obtain marks within this range, you must provide a basic description the main 

features and characteristics of each of the six planning modes. You must present a 

logical conclusion based on those descriptions for the most suitable planning mode or 

combination. You should integrate relevant sources and also correctly reference sources. 

 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS  a critical evaluation offering reasons as to 

why the facts and issues you have identified are the most important ones applicable to the 

complex planning scenario. You must present a logical argument. . 

 

75% and more: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS a clear exposition of the merits and 

demerits of each planning mode. You must provide examples to illustrate a sound grasp of the 

issues. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 5  

 

QUESTION: 

 

Does decentralised development (with reference to devolution) offer a feasible alternative to 

centralised development planning? Substantiate your answers with relevant examples. 

 

Readings: 

 

 Study unit 4 in your Study Guide 

 the article by Van Wyk and Oranje (2014) entitled “The post-1994 South African spatial 

planning system and Bill of Rights: A meaningful and mutually beneficial fit?” 

 the article by Ndlovu and Makoni (2014) entitled “The globality of the local? A decolonial 

perspective on local economic development in South Africa”. 

 

How to approach this question: 

 

Study the prescribed material and ensure that you understand the core concepts of 

centralised and decentralised development planning. 

 

In your essay you should define centralised development planning and decentralised 

development planning. Keep in mind that development planning is an overall strategy for 

the proper planning for an area or country and often informs policy making. Centralised 
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development planning may include (but is not limited to) decision making by a central 

authority, the head of an organisation or the head of government. Sub-governmental bodies or 

branches implement decisions or take orders from the centre. Decentralised planning on 

the other hand may include (but is not limited to) the distribution of power from the central 

authority to lower tiers.  White and Smoke (2005), Olowu (2001), and Hoyos and Uys (2008) 

tell us that there are three types of decentralisation. These types increase in terms of the 

intensity of decentralisation. Thus, deconcentration - as the weakest form = merely 

redistributes decision-making   powers   and   responsibilities   among   different   levels   of 

government. Delegation implies the transfer of decision-making powers to semi-autonomous 

organisations who are held accountable to the government.  Devolution is the transfer of 

decision-making powers to units of local government with corporate status. You should account 

for these differences in your explanation of decentralisation. 

 

You must then assess the differences between centralised and decentralised development 

planning by paying attention to the pros and cons of these two spatial planning levels. 

Calmfors (1993:161-191) and Anderson (2006:1- 8) h o l d  t h a t  centralisation makes it easier 

to: 

 

 develop uniform policies and practices 

 identify key persons exercising real power 

 avoid duplication 

 ensure greater regional equality as government regulates the distribution of 

resources amongst regions 

 strengthen national unity.          

 

The following disadvantages are associated with centralisation: 

 

 should emergencies arise, lower levels would lack decision making authority to act 

quickly. 

  the centralised executive may not understand the needs of the lower level spheres 

  It is possible for a single individual to yield most of the decision- making power, 

which may lead to corruption 

  delays may happen when subordinates require approval even for minor for decisions. 
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The advantages of decentralisation include: 

 

 improved spending since subnational governments become responsible for planning and 

financing  economic activities such as physical infrastructure and collecting taxes from 

businesses 

 relieving pressure on the government to deliver certain 

services 

 increased legitimacy, transparency and accountability as local governments are 

seen as local representatives of the citizens, therefore, closer to the needs of the people 

 improved participation and decreased political separation. 

 

While decentralisation can play an important role in development, take note that development 

planning is not straightforward. It is rather challenging and messy just like decentralisation. 

This is particularly true for poor countries. For example Korten (1984:301) states that 

‘decentralisation operates with certain preconditions including supportive polices and changes 

in the attitudes and behaviours of central government officials’. Ndlovu and Makoni (2014) 

discuss this further and illustrate the dependence on foreign models for local and decentralised 

strategies. 

 

On the other hand disadvantages of decentralisation include: 

 

 limited participation by a small number of privileged elites 

 it  becomes  difficult  to  implement  national  policy  and  to coordinate  sectoral 

activities especially when they do not coincide with national policy 

 it can stimulate more demand for resources and as a result it can be more difficult 

to control resources from the main centre. 

 

Use examples to arrive at a sound conclusion of whether you agree or disagree with the 

opening statement – whether or not decentralised development planning offers a real 

alternative to centralised development planning. The New Guinea and Botswana case 

studies from your study guide show how decentralisation can sometimes be a reaction to the 

threat of secession in one part of a country. For example, like the provincial governments that 

were established in Papua New Guinea. Similarly consider the implementation of the 

Accelerated Rural Development Programme (ARDP) in Botswana, prior to the 1974 elections. 
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Together with the Tribal Grazing Land Policy (T.G.L.P), the ARDP led to the displacement of 

people, excluded poorer farmers and did nothing to address the so-called urban bias in 

development planning. You can also make use of any other relevant examples to support your 

argument. 

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50% - 59%: To obtain marks within this range, you must suggest if decentralisation offers a 

real alternative to centralisation, with some relevant examples. You must present a logical 

conclusion. You should integrate relevant sources and also correctly reference sources. 

 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS extensive use of relevant examples. 

Presentation of a logically flowing argument. 

 

75% and more: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS a critical assessment of the 

concepts of decentralisation and centralisation and the issues arising from the case studies in 

your readings. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 6 

 

QUESTION: 

 

Critically discuss the extent to which conditions of good governance and 

democratisation tied to foreign development aid have an impact on development 

planning in countries of the South. 

 

Read/ watch: 

 

 Study unit 5 in your Study Guide 

 the article by Elayah (2016) entitled “Lack of foreign aid effectiveness in developing 

countries between a hammer and an anvil” 

 the article by Jubilee South, Focus on the Global South, AWEPON and the Centro de 

Estudios Internacionales (2001) entitled “The World Bank and the PRSP: flawed thinking 

and failing experiences” 

 listen to the video clip by Khor (2005) available at 

http://www.globalissues.org/video/727/martin-khor-structural-adjustment-explained. 

  the article by Williamson (2009) entitled “Exploring the failure of foreign aid: The role of 

incentives and information”.  

http://www.globalissues.org/video/727/martin-khor-structural-adjustment-explained
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How to approach this question: 

 

Study the prescribed material and ensure that you understand the core concepts of good 

governance, democratisation and foreign aid conditionality or aid selectivity. Note that good 

governance as referred to in your tuition material deals with the processes of making and 

implementing sound decisions about public institutions and about managing public resources 

in a country. Moreover, good governance tends to be participatory, consensus-oriented, 

accountable, transparent, responsive, effective and efficient, Although many definitions of 

democracy exist, the notion of democratisation as used in your study material in general 

refers to the transition from authoritarianism or minimalist democracy to substantive 

democracy. You should note that good governance, in the sense of control over corruption, 

political stability, rule sound institutions and civil liberties, can be induced or rewarded by 

making it a condition for receiving foreign aid. Democratisation is the movement to a more 

democratic political system. You should consider whether good governance and 

democratisation as conditions for receiving foreign development aid, would have positive or 

negative consequences for the recipient countries, would good governance and democracy in 

an aid receiving country lead to better development outcomes and better use of the aid 

received? 

 

Foreign aid is referred to as the international transfer of capital, goods or services from 

a country or an international organisation to benefit a country that is in need of assistance. This 

need for assistance could arise for various reasons. Among these is the need for economic 

assistance, or a natural disaster.  Foreign aid is provided in the form of cash, expertise and 

to influence development planning a country. Foreign aid is a post-World War II 

phenomenon which is as much about donating knowledge and expertise as it is about money. 

Riddell (2008:18), states that in practice “development aid has been defined (in general terms) 

as that part of foreign aid whose purpose is to contribute to human welfare and development in 

poor countries. It is a definition based on intentions the intentions of those giving the aid, the 

donors, rather than those using it, the recipients”. This definition is donor-driven and is to a 

great extent based on agreements that are made by the major donor countries. According to 

Riddell, it has over the years not really been contested: “Just as it has been the donors who 

have always decided how much to give, and the form in which it is to be given, it has also been 

the donors who have decided how development aid should be defined” (Riddell, 2008:18). The 

main aim of foreign aid is to reduce poverty and this aim has, at times, been spectacularly 
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successful. Examples of countries that have moved from crisis to rapid development include 

Botswana and the Republic of Korea in the 1960s, Indonesia in the 1970s, Bolivia and 

Ghana in the late 1980s, and Uganda and Vietnam in the 1990s. Foreign aid played a 

significant role in the transformation of each of these countries by helping them to develop 

policy, training policy makers, financing support reform and expanding public services 

(Brautigam, 2000:5). 

 

In your answer you should provide a brief background of foreign aid and use some examples of 

countries that have received aid. Note that notwithstanding the potential benefits to the 

recipient countries, aid is conditional. Some donor countries for example impose structural 

adjustment programmes (SAPs) on recipient countries. Conditions for aid may be regarded as 

ways to incentivize the governments of recipient countries to actually implement effective 

policies that will alleviate the problems and will increase the effectiveness of the aid (read more 

about this in the article by Hermes and Lensink, 2001). 

 

You must discuss the impact that foreign aid conditions have on development planning in 

countries of the South. Remember that an impact can have advantages and disadvantages, 

and it is essential that you give a balanced view on both. Discuss how foreign aid tied to 

governance has tended to work alongside structural adjustments. Discuss how the adoption of 

Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) has undermined some of the democratic processes.  

Your study guide (pages 75-79) mentions foreign aid and structural adjustment, and foreign 

aid and aid dependence. Your assignment should include a discussion of these. 

 

Indicators for mark allocation:  

 

50% - 59%: To achieve a pass mark you should be able to answer the question adequately 

and references must be provided. You must master the technical aspects of referencing and 

assignment writing, 

 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS logical flow, balanced presentation of 

arguments and the inclusion of relevant examples. . 

 

75% and above: To achieve a distinction you should provide a convincing argument 

that reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise ideas. You should 

include practical and relevant examples included to strengthen your argument. 
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ASSIGNMENT NUMBER 7 

 

QUESTION: 

 

“Climate change poses a serious threat to all life and development planning.” Critically 

evaluate this statement based on the impact of climate change on food security in the 

global south  

 

Readings:  

 

 Study unit 6 in your Study Guide 

 the article by Chernick (2016) entitled “Low Vaal Damn water levels are scary” available 

at http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/gauteng/low-vaal-dam-water-levels-are-scary-

2061092 

 Blog entry by Colford (2015) entitled “An addition to AP Stylebook entry on global 

warming” available at (httpsthi://blog.ap.org/announcements/an-addition-to-ap-stylebook-

entry-on-global-warming  

 

How to approach this question: 

 

Read and understand the prescribed material and make sure that you understand its content of 

the reading. 

Climate change is viewed as one of the contemporary concerns in development planning with 

some of the results being evident in some parts of the world. In South Africa the effects of 

climate change are evident in the major drought. You can use day zero in Cape Town as an 

example showing the adverse effects of drought and how this is affecting the agricultural 

production and export. As a result of climate change the dam levels have reached their lowest.  

Other effects such as rising sea levels and floods and soil erosion will increasingly impact 

development planning with regards to housing and agricultural developments. A study 

conducted shows that maize production in Limpopo was affected more by rainfall than it was by 

temperature. Furthermore over half of the South African soil is used to produce maize and 

therefore maize production is affected due to the level of dryness in the areas that where it is 

produced (Hassan and Ringler, 2008). This affects the level of food security within the country 

as well as the level of exports. Such occurrences reveal that climate change has and will 

continue to have a drastic effect on food security.  

http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/gauteng/low-vaal-dam-water-levels-are-scary-2061092
http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/gauteng/low-vaal-dam-water-levels-are-scary-2061092
https://blog.ap.org/announcements/an-addition-to-ap-stylebook-entry-on-global-warming
https://blog.ap.org/announcements/an-addition-to-ap-stylebook-entry-on-global-warming
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Countries in many parts the global south are likely to be affected due to the decrease in water 

availability which in turn affects food production especially in the agricultural sector which is a 

big sector in poorer countries of the global south. This in turn also has an impact on the broader 

economy as it means less products are exported and possibly more products have to be 

imported. Furthermore, the lack of water availability does not only affect the sector on a 

macroeconomic scale but also on a microeconomic scale, in that livelihoods of small scale 

farmers and subsistence farmers are affected.  

In your answer you should discuss the how climate change and food security are understood 

and linked. The effects of climate changes in countries of the global south must be outlined. An 

in depth discussion on the on agricultural effects of climate change on countries in the global 

south should be provided. The use of relevant case studies which illustrate a decline in 

agricultural productivity is advised, e.g. the production of Maize in South Africa and other cases 

in other countries. These cases should assist in explaining the looming issue of food security as 

a result of climate change. Lastly provide suggestions of how these countries can adapt to 

climate change and avoid food insecurity by making use of practical examples.  

 

Indicators for marks allocated: 

 

50% - 59%: To achieve a pass mark you should be able to answer the question adequately and 

references must be provided. You must master the technical aspects of referencing and 

assignment writing, 

60% - 74%: Demonstration of all of the above PLUS logical flow, balanced presentation of 

arguments and the inclusion of relevant examples.  

75% and above: To achieve a distinction you should provide a convincing argument that 

reflects your own views and shows that you are able to synthesise ideas. You should include 

practical and relevant examples included to strengthen your argument. 

 

 

 


