
• Roots in spoken tradition 

• Written philosophy emerged  as 

part of - anti-colonial struggle & 

challenges of post-colonial 

reconstruction. 

 

Community is the centre of life. A 

sophisticated community, vast 

and ever-expanding net of 

spiritual, psychological, biological 

& emotional relations. Likened to 

Buddhism – community shares the 

Earth with the unborn, living spirits 

of the dead, earth, mountains, & 

sky 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

African Traditional Thought 

asks: 
 

• How should we understand 

the universe? 

• Who and what is God? 

• Who is my neighbour? 

• What is my duty to my 

community? 

• How should my community be 

governed and led? 

 

AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY 

Essentially a form of Existentialism 
 

Importance of 

• Stresses importance of human 

community & the community’s 

place in the universe 

• A holistic Philosophy like Buddhism 

• Claims happiness at least partially 

consists of living for others, 

supporting each other 

• Challenges the arrogance of the 

West & asks it to rethink its claim on 

cultural superiority 

 

Key Concepts 

Cosmos 

Deity 

Moral responsibility 

Politics 

Emancipation 

Community 

 

Main Proponents 

Kwame Anthony Appiah (Pure) 

Kwasi Wiredu (Pure) 

Leopold Senghor (Political) 

 

Other Proponents 

Peter Bodunrin (Pure) 

Paulin Hountongji (Pure) 

Henry Odera Oruka (Pure) 

Amilcar Cabral (Political) 

Frantz Fanon (Political) 

Kwame Nkrumah (Political) 

Julius Nyere (Political) 

Sebun Gbadegesin 

Kwame Gyekye 

John Mbiti 

Tsenay Serequeberhan 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o 

 

Can help us to… Failings are… 

���� Build communities 

���� Encourage human beings to be more humble 

���� Give us a deeper understanding of ourselves 

���� Help us appreciate mystery 

���� RE-examine the need for tradition in human life 

���� It does not challenge power structures 

���� To date, seems to be unable to accept women as 

men’s equals 

���� Does not encourage critical thinking 

���� Tends to ignore the needs of the individual person 

���� Tolerates cruel superstitious practices (eg female 

circumcision) 

 
Ethnic Philosophy 

The philosophy of Africa – religious & moral beliefs of the continent of Africa. A holistic view at Africans. 

Sage (wisdom) Philosophy 

Critical Thinkers who’s views challenge the authority of the communities decision. Western counterparts 

known as social critics & innovators. 

Political Philosophy 

Unique with an underlying assumption that it must be peculiarly African and different from other 

political philosophies. 

Pure Philosophy 

African: empiricism, critical rationalism, existentialism. 

 
UBUNTUISM 

“I am because we are” 

 

• The central ethical ideas in 

traditional 

• African thought is Ubuntu. 

• Related to human 

happiness & wellbeing; 

humanity. 

• Avoids materialism of the 

West 

• Recognises the human self 

exists & develops only in 

relationships with others 

• Caring, sharing, 

forgiveness, reconciliation 

 
Ubuntu describes a sense of 

unity between people through 
which we each discover our 
own strengths and virtues. 

 

What does it mean 
to say: “I am an 
African!”? 


