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Dear Student 
 
This tutorial letter includes comments on all assignments as well as general matters regarding 
the examination. From your feedback it appears that you find the tutorial matter interesting, 
informative and stimulating, particularly with regard to the insight it provides on the diverse world 
in which we live. The information provided in this module is geared towards assisting you with 
an understanding of other people with diverse cultural values and norms, in the hope that it will 
contribute towards a lessening of ethnocentric beliefs, friction and conflict among people in daily 
contact with one another.  
 
Note that SG-references in this tutorial letter refer to the Only Study Guide for APY1501. 
 

1 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 01 AND 05 
 
These assignments were done and submitted in your e-tutor group sites. Both assignments 
were very short and were focused on encouraging you to use your e-tutors and the resources 
they offer. Students that participated did very well and gave some thoughtful answers. 
 
We only realised after setting the assignments that the blog tool is not accessible via all mobile 
devices. However, students did really well by adapting to this disruption. Your marks for these 
assignments are available in the gradebooks on your e-tutor group sites. 
 

2 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 02, 03 AND 04 
 
These assignments consist of 15 multiple-choice questions each, which are set respectively on 
Learning themes 1 and 2, 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 in the Only Study Guide for APY1501. Al three 
assignments were answered online and students received immediate feedback on their 
submissions. Please review these quizzes before the examination as they will help to prepare 
you for the coming examination.  
 

3 COMMENTS ON ASSIGNMENT 06 
 
To answer the questions, you were required to study Learning Themes 1 to 8 thoroughly to gain 
an understanding of anthropological theoretical principles and key words. You then had to apply 
your theoretical and ethnographic knowledge to case studies; evaluate specific ethnographic 
case studies and to define anthropological concepts and key words to answer the questions. 
 
QUESTION 1  
In this question you were required to identify the option which Le Roux did not mention as 
reason for the failure of African societies to produce enough food to feed their populations. 
“Accelerating sociocultural change” was not mentioned by Le Roux and therefore Option 3 is 
correct. Consult SG: 12-13 in this regard. Option 1, 2 and 4 are incorrect because a lack of 
training among subsistence farmers (Option1), a lack of proper leadership (Option 2) and a 
need for constitutional reform (Option 4) were identified as reasons for the failure. 
 
QUESTION 2 
Option 4 is correct. Consult SG: 9 in this regard. Archaeology focuses on past living conditions 
and changes that occurred in human populations during prehistoric times. Options 1, 2 and 3 
are incorrect because these options relate to the field of study of biological anthropology 
(consult SG: 8). 
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QUESTION 3 
In this question you were required to identify the option that is NOT characteristic of 
anthropology. The statement is Option 3 is incorrect and therefore not characteristic of 
anthropology. Option 3 is thus correct. The etic approach entails that an anthropologist 
studies a sociocultural system from the “outside”, as a scientist. Here, the focus of research 
shifts from people’s own categories, explanations and interpretations (which is the emic 
approach) to those of the anthropologist. The researcher works from the assumption that people 
are so subjectively involved in their own lifestyle that they find it difficult to have an impartial 
view of it. A contextual approach (Option 1), a comparative approach (Option 2) and the concept 
of sociocultural systems (Option 4) are characteristic of anthropology and consequently these 
options are incorrect. Consult SG: 14 and 21 in this regard. 
 
QUESTION 4 
To answer this question, you were required to thoroughly study the theme on anthropology and 
ethnographical research (consult SG: 23-26). 
 
Ethnographic fieldwork can be regarded as the ‘trademark’ of anthropologists. Since the 
inception of the discipline, anthropologists have developed this distinctive research method to 
study people and their culture. Because anthropology developed as a discipline as a result of an 
interest in non-western or small-scale societies that generally did not have a written language, 
most information on such societies had to be collected by means of ethnographic fieldwork. 
From this interest in non-western peoples, anthropology has developed into a discipline that 
makes cross-cultural comparisons of all types of societies throughout the world. Today these 
studies include the culture of organisations such as big businesses. The comparative study of 
culture, however, is known as ethnology. Option 1 is therefore incorrect. 
 
Option 2 is correct. Ethnographic fieldwork refers to direct contact and participation by the 
anthropologist as researcher in the daily lives of the people they study. In this process, the 
anthropologist observes people’s activities, and conducts interviews with them about their 
culture, and attends events such as marriage and rituals to understand, for instance, the 
meaning people give to such actions (consult SG: 23-25). 
 
Option 3 is incorrect because statistical surveys and social network analyses by means of 
questionnaires cannot be regarded as ethnographic fieldwork. However, anthropologists use 
such surveys and analyses to study, for example, large concentrations of people in cities. 
 
Option 4 is incorrect because an anthropologist will always attempt to obtain a balanced picture 
of a society’s culture by acknowledging both the emic approach, that is, people’s own view of 
their culture, and the etic approach, that is, the anthropologist’s view as scientist of the culture 
concerned. The biased or subjective view of culture from the perspective of either the 
researcher or the informant of the culture concerned is thus largely eliminated by such an 
approach. 
 
QUESTION 5  
Option 4 is correct. Consult SG: 41-42 in this regard. Option 1 is incorrect. Dwellings which 
are made of piled stones, a highly developed toolkit and the use of fire are not characteristic of 
all hominids. The australopithecines, for example, had brains that were in many respects ape-
like. They may have used sticks and stones as tools, but no evidence has so far been 
uncovered to support such a claim (consult SG: 40). Option 2 is incorrect. Although walking on 
two legs is more pronounced in Hominoids (which include African apes), they do not have a 
fully erect posture which sets the hands free to carry things and manipulate the environment 
(consult SG: 39). Option 3 is incorrect. Homo sapiens (not Homo erectus) is associated with a 
remarkable toolkit of fine projectile points and hunted big-game animals by hurling spears 
(consult SG: 41).  
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QUESTION 6 
In this question you first had to decide whether Items a, b, c and d regarding human nature are 
correct or incorrect, and then you had to choose the correct combination in the options. Items a, 
b and c are correct. Consult SG: 41 and 47 in this regard. Item d is incorrect. The nature of 
humans is not an inborn aspect of them and consequently an unchangeable part of them. 
There are certainly biological limitations on human behaviour and only specific variations are 
possible, but humans may and do change when they are exposed to and interact in different 
sociocultural and environmental contexts. It therefore also follows that a specific kind of nature 
cannot be characteristic of a specific social group, i.e., that all members of the group in 
question have the same nature. Option 1, which includes items a, b and c, is therefore 
correct. 
 
QUESTION 7 
Once again, you first had to decide whether Items a, b, c and d regarding body language are 
correct or incorrect, and then you had to choose the correct combination in the options. Items a 
and c are correct. Consult SG: 57 and 58 in this regard. Option 5, which includes Items a and 
c is therefore the correct answer. Item b is incorrect. The people of Sri Lanka move their 
heads slowly in a sideways movement to indicate “yes” if asked to do something. Item d is 
incorrect. In Spain people may stand quite close to each other, and even touch, when talking, 
but in the United States and England, the “personal space” is often much bigger. 
 
QUESTION 8 
Option 2 is correct. Female genital cutting is often enforced by older women in an attempt to 
control the perceived rampant sexual desires of women (consult SG: 57). Option 1 is incorrect. 
Female genital cutting is done to deny women sexual pleasure (consult SG: 56). Option 3 is 
incorrect. The practice occurs particularly among African Muslims (consult SG: 57). Option 4 is 
incorrect. The statement has the implication that the practice is an infringement of universal 
human rights, and that one MAY NOT understand it in terms of its particular sociocultural 
context. Our view is that one CANNOT WITH ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY support either the 
condemnation of genital cutting or a cultural relativistic justification of it. Genital mutilation is 
highly contentious and many divergent views about the practice are found in the countries in 
which it is practised. It is possible that the contemporary emphasis on gender equality in most if 
not all countries in the world may lead to the abolition of the practice in future. 
 
Cultural relativism, if taken to the extreme, can be problematic because this would imply that 
there is no universal morality. Female genital mutilation would then have been deemed 
generally acceptable, as would the gas chambers for Jews in Nazi Germany and the mass 
extermination of people and ‘ethnic cleansing’ that occurred in several African countries (consult 
SG: 22 in this regard). Despite their cultural relativistic view, anthropologists do take a stand 
when practices in their view infringe universal human rights. Many South African 
anthropologists, for example, condemned the apartheid system and some even lost their lives 
because they openly opposed the apartheid state.  
 
QUESTION 9 
In this question you first had to decide whether Items a, b, c and d are correct or incorrect and 
then choose the correct option regarding the concepts of identity and ethnicity. Items a, b, c and 
d are correct. Consult SG: 85 in this regard. Option 3 which includes Items a, b, c and d is 
therefore correct. 
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QUESTION 10  
Option 1 is correct. Consult SG: 65-66 in this regard. Option 2 is incorrect because it relates to 
the process of learning a culture, also referred to as enculturation or socialisation (consult SG: 
73). Options 3 and 4 are incorrect. While creative achievements such as opera, sculpture and 
writing (Option 3) as well as political, economic and religious processes (Option 4) are indeed 
part of people’s culture, the anthropological concept of culture encompasses much more and 
includes all human activities and endeavours (consult SG: 65-66). 
 
QUESTION 11  
In this question you were required to identify the option that is NOT characteristic of 
anthropological perspectives on social and group identity. The statement in Option 1 is 
incorrect and therefore not characteristic of an anthropological view of social and group 
identity. Gender is a social identity construct and therefore it is illogical to say that 
anthropologists emphasise social identity at the expense of gender identity Option 1 is thus 
correct. The statements in Options 2, 3 and 4 are correct, characteristic of an anthropological 
view of social and group identity. The options are therefore incorrect. Consult SG: 90 (Option 2), 
85 (Option 3) and 83 (Option 4) in this regard.  
 
QUESTION 12  
In this question you had to match the concepts in Column A with their corresponding 
descriptions in Column B and then you had to select the option with the correct combinations. 
Option 2 is correct. Consult SG: 104 (polygamy, ghost marriage), 105 (levirate, sororate).   
 
QUESTION 13 
Option 4 is correct. Consult SG: 110 in this regard. A compounded household comprises 
various kin members who reside together. An example of a compounded household is a 
polygamous household, consisting of one man, his wives and their respective children (see 
Option 1). Compound households can extend horizontally and vertically to include other kinship 
members, but do not include nonkin and neighbours (see Option 2). Compounded households 
are usually found in rural and agricultural settlements, but may also be found in urban areas 
(see Option 3). Options 1, 2 and 3 are therefore incorrect.  
 

QUESTION 14 
In this question you were required to identify the option that is NOT characteristic of ideology as 
a sociocultural factor contributing to the frequency and intensity of violence. The statement in 
Option 3 regarding the impact of ideology on violence is incorrect. Although some ideologies 
can incite violence, ideologies, such as that of Martin Luther King, lead to nonviolence. Option 3 
is thus correct. The statements in Options 1, 2 and 4 are correct (consult SG: 153) and 
therefore the options are incorrect.  
 
QUESTION 15 
Options 1 (consult SG: 146), 2 (consult SG: 147) and 3 (consult SG: 147) are incorrect. 
Religious fundamentalisms exploit some of the processes and resources of modernity. For 
example, they embrace many aspects of modern technology, i.e., the instrumental benefits of 
modernity, but not the values of modernity (consult SG: 148 and 150). Option 4 is therefore 
correct. 
 

4 GENERAL MATTERS REGARDING THE EXAMINATIONS 
 

Before we address matters relating to the examinations, we wish to thank you for the feedback 
we received on the tuition methods we employ and on the course in general. We trust that your 
encounter with anthropology has been intellectually stimulating and that you have acquired 
insight into human beings in general and their lives in diverse forms of society which will have 
enduring significance in your future. 
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4.1 Tutorial letters not received 
 
For various reasons some students did not receive all tutorial letters. We advise you to carefully 
read the list below to ensure that you have received all the tutorial letters. These tutorial letters 
will be important when revising the assignments to prepare you for the examinations. It is 
therefore important crucial that you have them at hand for this purpose. 
 

APY1501 101, (201 which you are reading now) 

ANTALLX 301 

 
Should you miss these tutorial letters you can download them from myUnisa or you can request 
these tutorial letters through the following means; 
 
1. an SMS directed to 43759 
2. an email send to dispatch@myunisa.ac.za or 
3. or a fax send to 012 4294150 
 

4.2 Admission to the examination 
 
ALL STUDENTS WHO REGISTERED FOR APY1501 AND WHO SUBMITTED ASSIGNMENT 
06 ON TIME WILL OBTAIN ADMISSION TO THE EXAMINATION.  
 

4.3 Delineation for the examination 
 
The entire syllabus will be covered in the examination and therefore all learning themes should 
be studied for the examination. 
 

4.4 The examination paper 
 
The examination paper consists of 60 multiple-choice questions that have to be answered in 
TWO HOURS. As a rough guide-line, you should take approximately 2 minutes to answer a 
question. Do not spend more time on individual questions than your time allocation allows 
because you may tend to rush the other questions to make up the difference and consequently 
not do so well. If you have time left at the end, you can go back to earlier questions. The 
multiple-choice questions must be answered on mark reading sheets and all questions are of 
equal value. Marks for the examination count a total of 60. 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT THE QUESTIONS WILL BE SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE 
ASSIGNMENTS AND SELF-ASSESSMENT QUIZZES. The order of the questions in the 
examination paper follows more or less the order of the learning themes in the SG (e.g. What is 
anthropology; The anthropological way; The human species: where do we come from; etc.). 
Once again, we refer you to the guidelines for the answering of multiple-choice which were 
given on pp. 12 -14 of Tutorial letter APY1501/101. Please read this information carefully, 
multiple-choice questions cannot simply be read through and an aimless selection made as to 
what the correct answer for each one is. Each question must be carefully analysed before 
deciding on an answer. 

mailto:dispatch@myunisa.ac.za
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4.5 Revision before the examination 
 
Hopefully, at this point you have reached the stage where you can start with revision of the 
tutorial matter before the examination. The study program and the assignments have enabled 
you to cover the whole syllabus, and sufficient time is now left to once again work through the 
tutorial matter systematically in order to prepare you adequately for the examination. 
 

On pp. 11-12 of Tutorial letter APY1501/101, 8.2.1 Read and Study, you will find important tips 
on ways to master the information in the study guide. These are important to help prepare you 
for the examination.  
 
DO NOT EXCLUSIVELY RELY ON PREVIOUS EXAMINATION PAPERS. Large sections of 
the study guide were rewritten and therefore some of the previous examination 
questions are no longer relevant.  
 
● REPEATING THE ASSIGNMENTS AND SELF-ASSESSMENT QUIZZES 
 
Do not disregard the sections of the tutorial matter that were covered in the assignments. As 
much as 20% of the examination paper may be based on the assignment questions. We may 
ask identical questions to those that were set in the assignments or they may be adjusted in the 
examination paper. It will also benefit you to revise the comments on Assignment 06 (see the 
comments on Assignment 06 above) when doing revision for the examination. It will help you 
understand the kind of reasoning necessary to answer these questions.  
 
There are also self-assessment quizzes (multiple-choice questions) available online for you to 
test your understanding of the study material and we strongly encourage you to do these 
quizzes. By repeating the assignments and self-assessment quizzes without consulting the 
solutions beforehand, you can test your readiness for the examination. You should aim at 
being able to answer all questions correctly, including reasoning in connection with 
incorrect options, without the aid of the tutorial matter.  Remember although the entire 
examination paper is not going to be made up of assignment questions, many of the incorrect 
options refer to aspects of the tutorial matter that may appear in the examination questions, and 
for this reason a thorough understanding of the topics on these options can only be to your 
advantage. 
 

● USING KEY CONCEPTS 
 
Make sure that you understand and can use the anthropological terms and key concepts in the 
study guide correctly. These terms and key concepts make up the “vocabulary” of anthropology 
and without them you will not be able to answer the examination questions. In the study 
objectives of each learning theme, a list is provided of key concepts that appear in the particular 
learning theme 
 
Use the terms and key concepts to revise a learning theme. You can test your knowledge and 
understanding of these key concepts, or you can write down a few notes about each one that 
you can use later for quick reference.  
 
Below we provide you with some examples of in Learning theme 8 for purposes of revision. You 
should now make your own notes on key concepts in other learning themes.  
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KEY CONEPTS 
 

RELIGION, FUNDAMENTALISM AND RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE 

Ancestor spirit The belief that all deceased persons live within the world of 
the ancestors, but that only those that are remembered by 
their kin are honoured as ancestor spirits. SG: 129 

Antimodernism Refers to the rejection of the modern in favour of what is 
perceived as an earlier, purer and better way of life 
Antimodernists typically consider technology’s use today to 
be misguided or think technology should have a lower 
priority than religious and cultural values. SG: 150 

Atheism and humanism Not all people believe in a god or gods. Such rejection is 
known as atheism and, closely related, is humanism, which 
also does not entail a belief in any spiritual beings. 
Humanists strive to create a more humane society through 
ethics and morals based on human and other natural 
values in the spirit of reason and free inquiry. SG: 131 

Charms, talismans and amulets Are objects to which supernatural powers are ascribed. 
These objects may contain ingredients such as parts of 
plants and parts of animals, notably bones, teeth, pieces of 
skin, strands of hair and claws. They can be used for 
offensive as well as defensive purposes. They are typically 
used for protection against witchcraft and misfortune, 
success or for securing strength, health and good fortune. 
SG: 133 

Deism and theism The involvement of a god and deities in the affairs of 
humans has to be considered. Beliefs in this connection 
vary between two opposites. (1) At one extreme, it is 
believed that a god, after completing creation, withdrew 
from the world and is no longer actively involved in it. For 
this reason, a god is never approached by people and they 
do not attempt to enter into a personal relationship with 
her/him. This is referred to as deism. (2) The opposite 
views that a god is not only fully aware of everything that 
happens, but that she/he, in fact, determines the course of 
events, even in minute detail, and maintains a personal 
relationship with her/his creatures. This is referred to as 
theism. SG: 131 

Ethno-religious conflict Refers to forms of violence that are conducted in the name 
of or in service of religion, such as a holy war, persecution, 
sacrifice, martyrdom and ethno-religious conflict. SG: 154  

Fundamentalism The concept religious fundamentalism comprises a style of 
religion and derives its name from the notion of 
fundamentals, i.e., aspects such as values, beliefs, 
behaviours and structures that are considered to be the 
truest, the most central and essential aspects of religion. It 
also refers to reactions to specific social conditions. 
Fundamentalism is on the rise and has become the most 
outspoken form of religion and, on occasion, the most 
violent. As a consequence, many people have a 
stereotypical view that fundamentalist groups advocate 
violence or even extremism. SG: 145 -146 
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Ideology The ideology of a group reflects their fundamental beliefs 
and values about how the world works. Ideologies, such as 
that of Martin Luther King, can lead to nonviolence, while 
others can incite violence. Ideologies are often not open to 
argument and debate. Violent ideologies often envision an 
ideal and future world in which they have asserted and 
established themselves. SG: 153 

Magic medicines Are drugs or substances believed to have supernatural 
properties. The effectiveness of the medicines is ascribed 
to some symbolic association between the medicine and 
the purpose for which it is used. It is difficult to separate 
Indigenous African medicine from African religion, as 
illness and disease are linked with ancestor spirits. SG: 
133 

Animism Refers to the belief that the world is inhabited by 
impersonal powers, which work in living beings as well as 
in non-living objects. The best-known example of animation 
is the concept of mana, which occurs among communities 
and societies from Oceania. SG: 132 

Approved and disapproved ritual 
acts 

Approved ritual acts are acts that are sanctioned within 
the context of the community and sociocultural system in 
which they are carried out. Such acts are recognised as 
achieving purposes that are considered legitimate by the 
community. Ritual acts that meet with the community’s 
disapproval are those directed to harming or even killing 
other people (or causing damage to property). SG: 140 

Belief Belief in the existence of supernatural beings and entities 
is frequently accompanied by belief in their ability to 
influence the lives of the living SG: 139 

Communal ritual Refers to rituals in which a whole society or community is 
involved. For example, rituals performed for chiefdoms or 
nations. SG: 141 

Divination and diviner Divination refers to method of consulting the supernatural 
to obtain information that is only available to supernatural 
beings. Such information may concern any aspect of life 
which cannot be explained or solved by rational means. 
SG: 139 A diviner also provides knowledge of the 
supernatural, but at the request of the people. Whereas the 
prophet relies for his/her knowledge on his/her personal 
relationship with the supernatural, the diviner uses 
standardised procedures to interpret evidence found in 
various signs. SG: 142 

Familiars Refers to beings with supernatural characteristics that help 
the witch to achieve his or her evil purpose. Examples of 
familiars are baboons, cats, snakes, birds, exhumed 
corpses and beings that are half animal and half human. 
SG: 134 

Herbalist Refers to a particular type of traditional healer, who has 
specialised knowledge of the curative properties of plants 
and roots. SG: 142 
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Images (Icons/idols) Of gods and spirits are often believed to be the temporary 
seat of such beings. For example, rituals performed by 
Tamil Hindu of KwaZulu-Natal include the use of various 
objects that signify the presence of gods. SG: 133 

Mediumship Describes a person under the control of a spirit, which 
communicates with other people through the possessed 
person (the medium sometimes speaks in an unusual 
manner or with an unusual accent). SG: 138 

Monotheism and polytheism A belief in one god is monotheism and a belief in a 
number of deities is polytheism. SG: 130 

Occasional and cyclical rituals Occasional rituals refer to rituals that are not performed 
on a regular basis and cyclical rituals refers to rituals that 
are performed at particular stages of a natural cycle or life 
cycle SG: 142 

Paganism It traditionally refers to the belief and value systems of 
people from rural communities, who lived in close 
association with nature and often practiced polytheism. 
SG: 135  

Priest A priest is the person who acts as ritual leader with the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining communication 
between a group of people and the supernatural. The 
emphasis in his work is upon representing people with a 
supernatural being, although he may also speak and act on 
behalf of such a being. SG: 141 

Purification Acts of purification often form part of rituals and may be the 
main ritual act itself. It consists of cleansing of the body of 
dirt or removing some form of ritual impurity from the 
person or community. It also consists of the removal of ill-
feeling and the solving of disputes between participants in 
a ritual. SG: 140 

Ritual Is defined as any activity with a high degree of formality 
and a nonutilitarian purpose. SG: 140. Ritual includes 
religious activities, festivals, parades, initiations, greetings, 
sport contests, games, and so forth. Rituals are performed 
at set times and places and are stylised, repetitive and 
stereotyped. Ritual emphasise action, formality, patterning 
and communication. 

Shamanism and shaman The term, “shaman”, originally referred to a Siberian 
traditional healer. It is currently also used to refer to 
someone, who is both a traditional healer and a diviner. 
Among Northern Sotho-speakers, such a specialist is 
known by the generic term, ngaka. SG: 142 

Soul In Southern African indigenous belief systems, there is a 
distinction between the body and the soul (life force) and 
his or her spirit. There is also the idea that when a person 
dies, the soul and the spirit leave the body and continue to 
exist as a single entity in the spirit world. SG: 129 
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Spells Describe a series of words that are recited or sung and 
actions that are believed to be capable of achieving a 
desired end. In some communities, where a name is not 
only a designation, but is also representative of the person 
or the entity itself, uttering a person’s name can be used to 
harm or to obtain power over the person, which is why 
names may sometimes not be uttered and have to be 
substituted by other names or descriptive terms. SG: 133 

Supernatural Refers to beings, entities and forces believed to be not 
subject to the laws of nature or not human. The view of 
what constitutes the supernatural varies from community to 
community. SG: 129 

Violence Is socioculturally constructed behaviour. It arises in a 
specific social context, pervades social life and is, 
therefore, found in all spheres of human activity, including 
in religious activities.SG: 152 

Myth Tales that are sacred or religious in nature and transmitted 
from generation to generation. Myths are concerned with 
the origin or creation of natural, supernatural or 
sociocultural phenomena and give meaning to human 
beings and their world. SG: 136 

Offering and sacrifice Offering is described as the ritual giving of food or objects 
to a supernatural being or power, while sacrifice is said to 
refer specifically to the ritual killing of an animal or a person 
on behalf of such a supernatural being. SG: 141 

Prophet  A prophet represents the supernatural in the sense that 
he/she speaks on its behalf, often revealing the future, but 
also announcing the will of the supernatural being. The 
prophet speaks because he or she is commanded by the 
supernatural to do so. SG: 142 

Religion It is part of the lived experiences of human beings. It 
comprises beliefs, emotions, ideas, rituals, behaviour and 
institutions. Anthropology approaches its study with the 
assumption that it is a personal and social force. 
Accordingly, religion is examined in its sociocultural 
context. SG: 128. Religion is part of a social world and is 
thus shaped by or subjected to lines of force that operate in 
the social world. SG: 123. It is so diverse that no single 
definition will in, probability, ever catch the essence of it. 
SG: 124 

Sacred places Refers to one of the most recurring forms of association of 
natural phenomena with supernatural beings, entities and 
forces, which in virtually all religions, are significant for their 
beliefs and practice. Sacred spaces are not randomly 
selected locations but are spaces in which things 
significant to the respective religion happened or are found. 
SG: 132  

Simulation It refers to the symbolic performance of behaviour and 
gestures that represent a desired occurrence, for example, 
in an attempt to make the occurrence a reality. SG: 133 
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Sorcery Is learned and is the harmful or aggressive use of magic. 
Sorcerers use material means, words and actions to 
perform magic. Since they do not have the inherent desire 
to harm all other people, they only use it for personal 
reasons. For example, to get rid of an enemy. SG: 134 

Spirit Most human communities believe that the dead continue to 
exist in some form or other. Our reference to “spirits” is for 
want of a better term, because the part or aspect of 
humans that is believed to survive after death is sometimes 
referred to as a spirit, or a soul. Very often, this part is 
believed to be immortal. SG: 129 

Traditional healer A traditional healer specialises in healing and, sometimes, 
the overcoming of other forms of misfortune. This may 
include financial success and protecting people from evil 
forces. An herbalist is a particular type of a traditional 
healer, who has specialised knowledge of the curative 
properties of plants and roots. In an earlier section, we 
pointed out that the distinction between the natural and the 
supernatural is typical of a Western worldview and not a 
universal one. SG: 142 

Witchcraft Refers to the inherent (inborn) power to harm other people 
by supernatural means. Both men and women may have 
the inborn ability to harm others, but only women transfer 
the ability to her children. To enhance their inborn 
witchcraft ability, witches train and charge themselves with 
evil power. They are also said to achieve their goals by 
using familiars, that is, beings with supernatural 
characteristics that help the witch to achieve his or her evil 
purpose. SG: 134 

 

4.6 Indigenous terms 
 
A number of students enquired about the use of the indigenous terms in the examination. For 
examination purposes you much at least be familiar with the following terms: 
 

uNkulunkulu 
uThikoloshe 
“Siyavuma” 
Lekgolwa 

Madi 
Ngaka 
Ukuvumisa 
Makhadzi 

Nomkhubulwana,  
malopo 
Pancankam 

 
Apart from the above, you are advised to study ALL indigenous terms in Learning Theme 8. 
 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
 
We wish you all the best for your preparation for the examination. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Gert Maree 


