
Notes from slides, SIAS, White Paper 6 and other content: 
 
Inclusive Education in South Africa: 
- Historically there was an unequal delivery of education in SA 
- There were two separate education system:  1. For ‘normal’ learners  
      2. For learners who were labelled with a ‘special need’ 
- Only small percentage of children with ‘special needs’ from privileged sectors had access to special     
schools 
- Many disadvantaged learners and learners with ‘special needs’ were accepted into ordinary schools 
but were ignored  
- Most of the time these learners were rejected when they applied at schools resulting in them being 
excluded from the educational system 
- Therefore there is a need for a system that will benefit not only learners with disabilities but also 
learners without disabilities from all areas of the country in all schools 
 
Why was Inclusive education introduced? 
- Because many learners were excluded in the education system 
 
What is Inclusive Education supported by? 
- Legislation supporting Inclusive Education 
- SA Constitution (Act 108 of 1996)  
- SA Schools Act (Act 84 of 1996)  
- Education White Paper 6 (2001)  
 
What documents mandate inclusion in the South African context? 
- SA Constitution (Act 108 of 1996) 
- SA Schools Act (Act 84 of 1996) 
- The National Commission on Special Education Needs and Training  
- The National Committee on Education Support Services (1997) 
- Education White Paper 6 (2001) 
 
What were schools separated on? 
- Racial and cultural background 
- School for whites (Afrikaans + English speaking) 
- Schools for blacks (Sepedi/ Zulu speaking) 
- Socioeconomic status (Rich + Poor) 
- Learners functioning levels (Mainstream + Special schools)  
 
What is the aim of the Inclusive Education system? 
- To redress past imbalances and provide quality and accessible education to all of its citizens 
 
How do we make sense of Inclusive Education? 
- There have been changes in thinking about how children develop  
- There is a move towards a more human rights approach  
- Traditionally we used a medical model approach in education of children with barriers to learning 
- We moved towards a social model approach in education of children  
 
What strategies can be used to implement Inclusive Education? 



- Reconstruction of Primary schools into Full-service schools  
- Strengthening of Special Schools into Special Schools as resource centres  
- Establishment of District based support teams  
- Establishment of School-based support teams  
- Early identification of barriers to learning experienced by many of the children in schools  
- Inservice training of teachers  
 
What is different in the social model approach? 
- Recognise problem doesn’t only exist within the learner but also in the environment  
- Focus is on support rather than fixing the child  
- Moves away from separating learners on the basis of disabilities  
- The support is redefined: Focus is moved away from supporting learners with special needs to 
addressing barriers which prevent the system from responding appropriately to a learners needs. 
- Because of radical change in thinking, we need to transform every aspect of education 
- To transform aspect of education we need to supply support to children, teachers and stakeholders 
- All people and teams involved need to rethink their attitudes and behaviours towards learners who 
experience barriers to learning 
- Social, economic and political practices are contributing to the child experiencing learning difficulties  
- The system and society can also create the barriers to learning  
- Environment must be adapted  
- Don’t work with children’s problems in isolation 
 
What is child abuse? 
- Consists of any act that endangers or impairs a child’s physical or emotional health and development  
- Includes any damage done to a child which cannot be reasonably explained  
- Often represented by an injury or series of injuries appearing to be non-accidental in nature 
 
What is physical abuse? 
- Any non-accidental injury to a child  
- Includes: hitting, punching, kicking etc. 
- Adult or someone in a power position who harms child’s body  
- Purposefully putting child in situation where they are likely to be hurt  
- Involves severe discipline or physical punishment  
- Some physical abuse doesn’t leave scars or marks  
 
What is emotional abuse? 
- Inside hurting in a child by an adult  
- Adult says hurtful things that make child feel bad about him/herself  
 
What is neglect? 
- Failure to provide for a child’s physical needs  
- Includes lack of supervision, inappropriate housing or shelter, inadequate provision of food/water etc 
- Majority of neglect cases are physical neglect  
- Impacts child physically, psychologically, socially, emotionally and impacts child’s behaviour  
 
What is sexual abuse? 
- Any sexual act between an adult and child 
- Includes: Penetration, intercourse, pornography, child prostitution, or forced observation of sexual acts 



- Child is purposefully touched in places on the body that are private with the intention to suggest sexual 
actions such as sex, oral sex, genitals, buttocks or breasts. 
- When an adult purposefully exposes the child to any inappropriate sexual actions, pictures, videos, 
inappropriate sex talk, with the intention to suggest sexual reaction  
 
How can other signs of child abuse be identified? 
Development: 
- Some may display delayed speech or poor language development 
- Some may display poor relationships with peers and others  
 
Behaviour: 
- Attention seeking or withdrawn  
- Rely heavily in classroom on the teacher for support and nurturance  
 
What can, or should the school and teachers do if a learner is being abused or neglected? 
- Collaborate with specialized schools  
- Report the abuse  
- Familiarize yourself with designated child protection organizations in the area where child is staying 
- Follow-up on the case once it has been reported  
- Contextualize the child’s acting-out behaviour, his/her family background and current circumstances 
- Avoid labelling the child for negative behaviour  
- Talk to siblings’ teacher to find confirmation for your suspicion of abuse/neglect 
 
State one of the socioeconomic barriers to development learning and participation: 
- Poverty  
 
What are the causes of poverty? 
- Overpopulation 
- Unemployment  
- Lack/ Poor education  
- Lack of infrastructure in the country  
- Lack of skills  
 
What is the impact of poverty towards schooling? 
- Culture of vandalism 
- Negative peer influence 
- Non-stimulating environment  
- Poor orientation towards school 
- Low level of educational drive  
 
What are some of the common barriers to learning and development in South Africa? 
- Political systems 
- School systems  
- Socioeconomic systems  
- Biological systems 
- Home systems  
 
Explain assessment strategies: 



- We need to differentiate assessment strategies to ensure all learners are included  
- Don’t use one assessment standard/strategy  
- Inclusive strategies are not limited to formal assessment  
- Assessment strategies are included in everyday teaching and learning  
- Assessment strategies take into account learners different strengths and learning styles  
 
Who are the core members of the District-based support teams? 
- Departmental officials  
- Circuit managers 
- Support officers in special and full-service schools  
- Specialists in health and welfare employed by the Department of Education (psychologists etc.) 
 
Define the concept ‘curriculum’: 
- What is learned and what is taught (context) 
- How information is delivered (teaching + learning methods) 
- How it is assessed (Tests, assessments, examinations)  
- The resources used (Textbooks, worksheets, videos etc.)  
 
 
 
Explain the reasons why the Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS) policy was 
introduced? 
- Barriers to learning were not identified or were identified late 
- Teachers do not understand barriers to learning 
- Poor or lack of access to support for learners who experience barriers to learning  
- Assessment and support from health practitioners was too expensive 
- There was no uniformity in the understanding of learning support needs and support provision 
- Poor systemic accountability of learners experiencing learning barriers  
 
What is the aim of the Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS) policy? 
- It aims to respond to the needs of all learners in our country, particularly those who are vulnerable and 
most likely to be marginalized and excluded.  
- It is aimed at improving access to quality education for vulnerable learners and those who experience 
barriers to learning  
- It is aimed at rationalising and standardising admissions and support services  
- It aims to facilitate the shift from individual learner disability as the driving organiser for support 
provision to that of the range nature and level of support programmes, services, personnel and 
resources that will be made available for special/ordinary schools to increase learner participation in the 
learning process. 
 
What is the purpose of the Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS) policy? 
SIAS is a policy that: 
- Standardises identification, assessment and support for learners who experience learning barriers 
- Guides the management and support for teaching and learning for learners who experience learning 
barriers  
- Directs the education system on how to plan, budget and programme support at all levels of the 
system 
- Guides the enrolment of learners in Special Schools  



- Guides the composition of and functioning of key support structures such as the ILST/SBST 
- Provides protocol and tools to be used by various role players to implement the SIAS process 
 
The Process of Screening, Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS): 
 
Stage One: The Initial Screening Guided by The Learner Profile 
- The teacher must screen all children at admission as well as in the beginning of each phase and record 
their findings in the Learner Profile (LP)  
- Information captured in these areas may indicate possible barrier to learning  
- Teacher must assess to gain better understanding of the barriers to learning  
 
Stage Two: Identifying and Addressing Barriers to Learning and Development at School Level 
- When learner has been identified through the initial screening as being vulnerable or at risk (pointed 
out in the Learner Profile). It is the responsibility of the teacher to assume the role of a case manager, 
driving and coordinating the support process.  
- The parent/caregiver and the learner (from age of 12) must be involved throughout in the decision-
making process of the SIAS  
- Teacher will be guided by SIAS forms, starting with completion of SNA1 (Support Needs Assessment) 
- Teacher captures information in collaboration with the parent/caregiver for SNA1 
- Teacher also uses SNA2 form to guide them when reviewing teacher support and deciding on support 
that will be given  
- Support may require the development of an individual support plan (ISP)  
 
Stage Three: Identifying and Addressing Barriers to Learning and Development at District Level 
- Reviews the action plan of the teacher and School-based support teams 
- Use the guidelines for Support  
- Use the Table to rate the level of Support needed  
- Use the checklist to help determine the decision on how support is to be provided to the learner 
- The District-based support teams put a further plan of action together for the learner/school based on 
information available and use SNA3 form  
- Determine nature and level of support to be provided  
 
What is the SNA1 form (Support Needs Assessment)? 
- School-based support teams and teachers make use of this tool  
- It is used when a learner does not respond to a teachers support and requires different or additional 
support  
- Focuses on the areas of concern, the strengths and the needs of the learner  
 
What is the SNA2 form (Support Needs Assessment)? 
- Guides the School-based support teams when a learner is referred to them  
- A review is done of the teacher’s identification of barriers and the interventions applied 
- A plan of action through which the teacher/school could strengthen the support is formulated 
- The support plan is captured and put into action  
- Deviation from the standard procedure is permitted in exceptional cases  
 
What is the SNA3 form (Support Needs Assessment)? 
- Guides the District-based Support teams in their intervention strategy  
- Reviews the action plan of the teacher and schools-based support team  



- The plan will spell out a suitable support package  
 
What is a Learner Profile (LP)? 
- Continuous record of information about learner throughout their schooling career  
 
What is school provisioning? 
- Ordinary schools = Can provide low levels of support  
- Full-service schools = Can provide moderate levels of support  
- Special schools = Can provide high levels of support  
- Support structures and personnel = Teachers, School-based support teams, parents, other learners + 
programmes from other government departments  
 
Discuss the factors that led and influenced the move towards Inclusive Education: 
- Learners were being marginalized, segregated and under-resourced during apartheid  
- Only a small number of children received special education and support services  
- Special education and support services were provided on a racial basis  
- Most learners with disabilities were either not in special schools or had never attended a school  
- The education system and curriculum had failed to respond to the varied needs of learners  
- Levels of education had been seriously neglected  
 
Discuss the reasons for the movement towards an inclusive education: 
- All learners should have equal educational opportunities and those who have special needs, their 
needs and barriers to learning should be addressed  
- All learners should be provided with quality education within the mainstream of education 
- To have unified and single system of education 
- It makes good educational sense and social sense 
- It promotes the right to learn and live together as well as builds respect for one another despite 
differences  
- It also promotes acceptance and diversity  


