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Dear Student 
 
 
 

1.       INTRODUCTION 
 

I  hope  that  you  had  a  successful  semester  of  studies  in  the  Department  of  Life  and 

Consumer Studies. The BMI3704 examination guidelines are being submitted early, so that you 

have sufficient time to study for your Oct/Nov 2018 examination paper.   

 

Just a reminder that your assignments only add 30% to your final year mark, hence you will 

have to study for the examinations and not assume that you will pass based on your 

assignment marks only. Plea se submit all your assignments timeously as this adds to 

your final year mark. 

 

This Tutorial letter 201 serves the purpose of providing you with useful Examination Guidelines 

as you prepare for the upcoming examination (the summative assessment). 

 

It is important to be well prepared for the examinations towards the successfully completion 

of this module. You are welcome to contact me should you have any enquiries. My email 

address is chrisr@unisa.ac.za  

 
 
 

2.       FORMAT OF THE SUMMATIVE  ASSESSMENT 
 

The summative assessment that is scheduled for BMI3704 consists of a sit-down examination 

as indicated in TUT101. 

You are reminded to consult myUnisa to determine when, what time and where you are 

writing the examination (summative assessment) to ensure that you allow yourself sufficient 

time to prepare for the assessment and that you arrive on time for the examination. 

   Please DO NOT rely only on the mail notification of the date, time and venue of your 

summative assessment as this may not give you enough time to prepare. 

   Continuously check myUnisa to ensure that you have the correct dates, times and 

venues as these may change. 

   If you cannot locate these details, please e-mail Exams@unisa.ac.za or send an 
 

SMS to 43584 stating your enquiry. 

mailto:chrisr@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Exams@unisa.ac.za
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3. ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
 

You require a 50% final mark to pass this module. To achieve 50% or higher your year mark 

(which is a mark from all the assignments you completed) and final examination mark will 

be used to calculate a final module mark.  Remember that the year mark will only make up 

30% of the final module mark and the summative assessment mark achieved during the 

examination session will make up 70% of the final module mark. 

Refer back to TUT101 where you will find the weighting for each assignment that forms the 

final formative assessment mark. Your summative assessment mark makes up the larger 

proportion of your final year mark.  Remember you must achieve a 50% in the first 

summative assessment opportunity for the year mark to be taken into consideration for 

the final mark. Therefore you should submit all your assignments timeously for on-screen 

marking. 

 

You will only be granted a supplementary examination if you achieved 40% or higher in 

the examination and have not passed the module when the year marks was factored into 

the final mark. A final module mark below 50% means you have failed the module and a 

final module mark above 75% is a distinction mark. 

Furthermore, take note, that if you are writing a supplementary exam, your year mark is 

not factored in. Only the examination mark will be taken into consideration as your final 

year mark. 

 
 
 

4. COMPILATION AND TIME ALLOCATION OF THE SUMMATIVE 

 ASSESSMENT 

 

The question paper you will be writing during the upcoming examination period will consist 

of 100 marks. 

 

The following are BROAD Guidelines to the Oct/Nov 2018 examination paper. This paper 

consists of 2 pages. Answer all the questions. 

 

 Question 1 relates to the general principles of haematology and the formation 

of blood for 25 marks. 

 Question 2 relates to Erythrocytes/anaemia; and the importance of one of the vital 

organs in the human body for 25 marks. 

 Question 3 relates to leukocytes for 25 marks. 

 Question 4 relates to principles and disorders of haemostasis and thrombosis for 25 

marks. 
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***Note that these are merely guidelines and you should study ALL material that is 

covered in your module*** 

 

It is important that you are able to apply the knowledge gained when answering these 

questions. 

 

On the day that you write the examination question paper, you will also receive an answer 

book in which you need to write out your answers. Please ensure that the question 

numbers are indicated clearly and correctly and start each question on a new page 

(thus answer Question 1 and its subsections 1.1 – 1.6 for example) and then start Question 

2 on a new page. 

The question paper must be completed within the allocated time i.e. 2 hours.  You will not 

be given extra time to complete the paper.  You are also advised to allocate sufficient 

time to each section in order to complete all the questions in the examination paper 

timeously. 

 

If you are not well prepared you may waste a lot of time on the shorter questions that 

will allow you very little time to complete the longer questions. It is important to focus your 

attention on the mark allocation per question. 

For example:  for a question of 10 marks out of a total mark of 100 and with a 2 hour 

time allocation to complete the exam paper, you are supposed to allocate a maximum of 12 

minutes to complete the specific question.  The time allocation per question is calculated as 

follows:  [(marks/ total marks) x minutes] = [(10 marks/100 marks) x 120min]. 

 
 
 

5.    GUIDELINES ON EXAMINATION PREPARATION 
 

Please note that the following information are mere guidelines for you  when preparing for 

the exams, therefore, it is as important that you should focus on all the information in the 

MO-001 as well as the Assignments and past year examination papers.  

 
Please feel free to contact me if you require any further assistance in this regard. 
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Following are a few suggestions on how to prepare for the upcoming exam. 
 

 Work through your official study material as suggested by your study plan in 

 tutorial letter 101. 

 All questions in the exam were taken out of your module online. 

 Be guided on how much to write by the mark allocation. If the question is out of 

20, write 20 valid points that is relevant to the question. 

 Make use of diagrams, tables and simple flow charts to simplify a complex 

concept. All of the above accompanied by text can all earn you marks. 

 If a question asks you for e.g. why is HIV testing important? You need to start first 

with explaining the theory in a few lines i.e. define HIV and its importance and 

then continue answering the question. It is important to always define what is 

being asked and proceed with answering the question. 

 I have seen many students not attempting to answer questions. This is 

disappointing as writing something could earn you a few marks which makes a 

difference between a pass and fail. 

 Anticipate and formulate possible exam questions which might emerge from 

 the headings, diagrams and illustrations in the study guide. 

 As part of your preparation for the exams, it might be useful to arrange the 

 study units and/or concepts from the most important / difficult to less important/ 

 difficult. The typical important sections would be those that feature repeatedly 

 in previous examination papers and the previous and current assignments. 

 It is important and valuable to find links between the concepts and topics dealt with 

 within the various study/learning units as this will help to understand the work in a 

 more practical manner. There are also numerous books in the Library that can 

 assist you to better understand the coursework. 

 On the day of your examinations, when you sit down for the paper, browse 

 through your examination paper so that you know what is expected from you and 

 to avoid repeating your answers.  

 You are advised to consult the myStudies@Unisa brochure to ensure that you 

 know the Examination Rules and procedures you should follow as well as the 

 procedures to follow should you fall ill or are unable to write the examination. 
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6.       USE OF PREVIOUS EXAMINATION PAPERS 
 

It is advisable that you use previous examination papers for BMI3704 to test your 

understanding of the course work. Note that these questions serve as a guide to determine if 

you have prepared sufficiently to successfully complete the summative assessment.  

Previous examination papers will also assist you in testing your competence in answering 

different types of questions. 

You can find previous exam papers on the myUnisa site. Visit myUnisa and go to the 

BMI3704 site. Click on ‘Official Study Material’ on the left hand-tab bar.  

 
You will find previous papers under the “Previous Examination Papers” heading. Work 

through these examination papers.  

 
 
 
 

7.        RELEASE OF EXAMINATION RESULTS 
 

Unisa will officially release the examination marks as they become available, mid December 

2018 the latest.  Marks may also be released earlier if the assessment and moderation 

process has been fully completed and signoff is granted before the official Unisa release 

date. Marks will not be released telephonically or via any other method of communication 

without the official signoff by the Executive Dean. 

 
 
 

8.       BMI3704 CONTENT INFORMATION 
 

The following bullet points are based on the general mistakes that are made and some 

misconceptions that came through during the assessment of assignments and previous 

examinations. I highlight the following: 

 

 It is important to know the Definitions of terms when preparing for the 
 examination. 
 

 You need to understand these terms/concepts in order to grasp the discussions in 

 the module and also on how/what is required of you when answering questions. 

 When you are asked to Discuss: You should be able to discuss an issue and 

 from your own opinion based on the facts. When there is a question stating 

 “Discuss whether the following statement is true or false”, you cannot merely write 

 “True” or “False” as you were requested to  discuss whether it is true or false. 

 Another example is if you are asked to Explain a specific concept you will have 

 to discuss/explain this depending on the marks allocated. 
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 Differentiate, mean that you will have to explain the difference between two 

 concepts or terms. 

 Read all the questions carefully before you attempt at answering the questions in 

 the examination paper. 

 

9.       CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 

The examination guidelines for this module have been compiled to assist you in preparing 

for the upcoming summative assessment, towards the successful completion of this 

module. The questions in the examination paper are taken out of your official study material. 

 
 

I would like to wish you everything of the very best with your upcoming examination and 

I hope that you enjoyed this module. 

 
 

Please contact me should you "struggle" with any of the concepts/terms or have any 

queries before the examination date. 

 

Best Wishes with your examinations. 

 
 

Kind Regards 
 

Prof R Christian 
 

 

 

END OF TUTORIAL 

 


