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LEARNING OUTCOMES
After studying this learning unit, you should be able to:

● identify all the types of pockets and the variations of each type
● give the full classification of pockets
● describe the different ways of reinforcing a patch-pocket corner

This learning unit refers to the following chapters in your textbook:

SHAEFFER, C. (2014). Sewing for the apparel industry. 2nd ed. Pearson Education
Limited: Chapter 22 and Reader’s Digest (recommended book), chapter 7.

INTRODUCTION
In this learning unit you will learn more about the basic types of pockets such as applied
or patch pockets which appear on the outside of a garment, as well as set-in or inside
pockets. For pictures of basic types of pockets, consult your prescribed and recommended
textbooks. Besides being functional, a pocket is an important decorative feature of a
garment. A standard of quality is that pairs of pockets are identical with each other.
Therefore, the position of the pocket on the garment must be clearly and accurately
marked.

7.1 APPLIED POCKETS (OUTSIDE POCKETS)
The pouch or bag of the pocket is visible from the outside of the garment. Patch pockets
are easy to make and to attach. A simple patch pocket consists of one ply of fabric, the
opening edge is finished first and it is sewn onto the outside of a garment. Patch pockets
have a casual feeling but can also be used for dressy garments. Refer to figure 1 on p375
for an illustration of the parts of an applied pocket.

If two patch pockets are used on a garment front, they should be exactly the same shape
and size. The beginner is therefore well advised to start off with only one patch pocket. A
pocket in the breast area is usually placed on the left side for easy reach by the right hand.
The corners of applied pockets should always be reinforced with stitching. There are a
variety of ways in which the reinforcement can be applied.
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Consult your recommended book (p238) for illustrations of different ways in which the
corners of applied pockets may be reinforced.

Figure 6 on p377 in the prescribed textbook illustrates two different ways of reinforcing
the corners of an applied pocket.

In addition to those methods, the whole pocket may be attached with a double row of
stitching, the second row about 5 mm away from the first. Trim the raw edges on the
inside of the pocket to about 5 mm. This method has the added advantage that the raw
edges are caught between the two rows of stitching.

A wide variety of patch pocket styles are found:

● Patch pocket with pleat
● Patch pocket with flap
● Cargo pocket
● Patch pocket with shaped opening
● Shaped patch pocket

7.2 SET-IN POCKETS (INSIDE POCKETS)
The pouch falls inside the garment with only an opening visible from the outside. Inseam
pockets and a wide variety of slashed pockets are examples of set-in pockets. Pay special
attention to Box 2: Pocket Terminology on p385.

7.2.1 Inseam pockets
The opening of the in-seam pocket is not visible. See Figure 23 on page 383 for an
illustration of an in-seam pocket. These pockets are sewn into a seamline or the inseam
pocket may be cut all-in-one with the garment, completely separately, or with an extension
to which the pocket may be attached. The all-in-one inseam pocket is the simplest to
construct, but may require a lot of extra fabric. If the fabric is very thick, this type of
pocket may be quite bulky. Inseam pockets are not suitable for sheer or translucent fabrics.

7.2.2 Slashed pockets
Slashed pockets are sewn into a slit in the body of a garment component. Slashed pockets
can be used alone or with a flap. Examples are double welt or jetted pockets, single welt
pockets and with flaps. Refer to pp391– 400 in the prescribed textbook for detailed
illustrations of slashed pockets.

ACTIVITY 7.1
7.1.1 Search for images of different types of pockets. Complete the table below by provid-

ing the specific name where possible, together with the category to which it belongs
next to the picture.

Picture Name Category

7.1.2 Describe the two classifications of pockets.
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7.1.3 Compare inseam and slash pockets.
7.1.4 Describe what a closed inseam pocket is.
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