
 

Theme 01 Examination Activity:  

Multiple Choice Questions:  

 

1. Criminology studies which of the following: 

a) Crimes as defined by the law of the land only 

b) Crimes and criminals only 

c) Crimes, criminals, policing and the adjudication of criminals 

d) Crimes, criminals, the victims of crime, the adjudication of crimes and the prevention of crime. 

e) Crime as defined by the people of the land 

 

2. The role of the criminologist includes the following: 

a) Defining, describing and interpreting, but not explaining, crime. 

b) Identifying the causes of crime and explaining why these causes are causing crime. 

c) Advancing the theories pertaining to the explanation of crime only. 

d) Developing crime prevention programmes. 

e) Studying the role of socialisation in the occurrence of crime. 

 

3. Juridically speaking, a crime is constituted when the following is present: 

a) One must be able to define it as an act according to the law. 

b) This act must be a wrongful act (according to the law). 

c) This act must be punishable by the criminal laws of the land. 

d) The actor must have been guilty for committing the said act. 

e) All of the above 

 

4. In relation to the classical school of criminology identify the correct statement/s: 

a) There is no concern with punishment or rehabilitation. 

b) The emphasis is on the criminal not the crime. 

c) Punishment is essential in order to control criminal behaviour. 

d) All persons are equal before the law and possess free will. 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a and b 

(2) a and c 

(3) b and c 

(4) c and d 

 

 

 

 



 

5. In relation to the positivist school of thought identify the correct statement/s: 

a) Punishment should be proportionate to the crime and linked to treatment. 

b) Behaviour is linked to factors over which individuals have full control. 

c) Economic and political discrimination are seen as the causes of crime. 

d) Both juridical and nonjuridical concepts of crime are taken as a point of departure. 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) a and b 

(3) c 

(4) c and d 

 

6. To which criminological school of thought does the following excerpt relate? 

``Economic and political discrimination are seen as the causes of crime.'' 

a) Feminist criminology 

b) Postmodern criminology 

c) Critical criminology 

d) Positivist criminology 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) a 

(3) b 

(4) c 

 

7. Which one of the following can be regarded as the central thrust of postmodern 

criminology? 

a) It focuses on integrated crime perspectives and is not bound to a specific school of thought. 

b) The state acts unjustly and selectively and discriminates against the poor and powerless. 

c) It accepts the juridical definition of crime, but rejects free will and rational choice. 

d) It focuses on the way individuals become criminals by studying socialisation and learning 

processes. 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

 

 



8. Which criminological school of thought sees criminals as being the victims of societal 

conditions over which they have little control? 

a) The postmodern school of thought 

b) The positivistic school of thought 

c) The classical school of thought 

d) The social milieu school of thought 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a and b 

(2) a and c 

(3) b and c 

(4) c and d 

 

9. Which of the following concepts were important for righting the wrongs of crime in 

precolonial Africa? 

a) Retribution and punishment 

b) Reconciliation and compensation 

c) Rehabilitation and treatment 

d) Reconstruction and development 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

10. In relation to criminology in Africa identify the missing words.  

``Whereas European law stresses the protection of the .............................., traditional African law 

focuses on the protection of the .............................. as a whole'' 

Choose the most correct option 

a) victim, society 

b) innocent, victim 

c) individual, community 

d) community, victim 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

 



11. Who is regarded as the founder of the positivist school of thought? 

a) Garofalo 

b) Quinney 

c) Quetelet 

d) Lombroso 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

12. With which criminological school of thought do you associate the name ``Turk''? 

a) Classical school of thought 

b) Feminist school of thought 

c) Conflict school of thought 

d) Post-modern school of thought 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

13. Which school of criminological thought is also known as the third movement in the 

scientific development of criminology? 

a) Feminist criminology 

b) Critical criminology 

c) Classical criminology 

d) Post-modern criminology 

 

Choose the most correct option: 

(1) a 

(2) b 

(3) c 

(4) d 

 

 

 

 

 



 Paragraph Questions:   

1. Why is it important for criminology to be a discipline in its own right?  

 

2. Give a concise definition of the area covered by criminology  

 

3. Name the four elements of the juridical concept of crime  

 

4. Examine the main differences between the three approaches according to your understanding. 

Compare classical, positivist and critical criminology with each other in tabular form in your 

workbook. 

 

5. Why can we state that Criminology is a discipline in its own right? 

 

6. List six requirements that a field of study has to meet in order to qualify as an autonomous 

discipline. 

 

7. List the main premises of classical criminology.  

 

8. What are the bases of the social milieu school of thought?  

 

9. Briefly define the role of the criminologist.  

 

10. List four points of departure in positivist criminology.  

 

11. List the main premises of postmodern criminology.  

 

12. List ten crime factors that are unique to South Africa. 

 

13. Name the two approaches to the study of crime.  

 

 


