


 

Learning outcomes: 

 

The classification and measurement of crime 

 The classification of crime 

 Crime patterns and trends 

 Crime trends according to categories 

  Crime trends according to region 

 Crime trends according to day, season, climate 

 Social Class and Crime 

 The use of firearms 

 

 



Learning outcomes: 
 

Official and Unofficial sources of crime information 

 Crime information according to official resources 

 Police statistics 

 Judicial and prison statistics 
 Shortcomings of official crime statistics 

 Crime information according to unofficial sources  

 Information according to victim surveys 

 Limitations of victim surveys 
 Self report studies 

 Data mining 

 Crime mapping  

 



 Definition: The categorising of crime information/data into particular classes.  
 

The seven crime categories: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 NB: One crime can be classified under more than one crime category and sub-category; 

depending on the act itself. 
 
 

Crimes of violence: Attempted murder, murder, robbery with aggravating circumstances 

Social fabric crimes: Rape, assault with intent to do bodily grievous harm, ordinary assault  

Property-related crime:  Breaking into residential or business premises, other robbery, stock theft, 

shoplifting, theft from a vehicle, other theft 

Commercial crime: Fraud, counterfeiting, embezzlement 

Violence aimed at property: Arson, malicious damage to property 

Crimes heavily dependant on 

Police action for tracing: 

Illegal possession of firearms, drug related crimes, driving under the influence 

of alcohol and/or drugs 

Crimes falling under robbery with 

aggravating circumstances:  

Vehicle (car & truck) hijackings,  robbery of cash in transit vehicle and bank 

robbery 



 Crime patterns reflect a specific “pattern” in crime. This is affected by 
the geographical areas, educational levels and age and gender 
groups.   
 

 Crime trends refer to the increase and decrease in crime in a particular 
area. These fluctuations are influenced by the country’s economic 
status, educational levels and age groups.  

 Gauteng has the highest rate of assault with intent to do bodily serious 
harm (refer to study guide for numerical statistics). 

 
 The Western Cape has the highest incidence for drug related 

crimes(refer to study guide for numerical statistics). 
 

 Kwa-Zulu Natal has the highest rate of driving under the influence of 
alcohol (refer to study guide for numerical statistics). 

 
 The Western Cape has the highest incidence of stock theft (refer to 

study guide for numerical  statistics). 
 
 

 
 



The following 7 crime categories pose the greatest 
threat in South Africa:  

 

 Firearm related crimes- violence has increased as a 
result  

 Organised Crime(Drugs, illegal immigrants) 
 White collar crimes 

 Sexual violence and crimes against children 

 Violence between groups (taxi violence)- violence 
has increased and is detrimental to the democracy 

 Vehicle theft and hijacking 

 Corruption in the legal system 

 

 

 
 



Crime trends according to day, season and climate 

 
According to research, crime trends are reported to increase for the following 
reasons: 

 Escalated temperatures reflect increased stress levels. This subsequently 
increases violent crimes. 

 People spend more times outdoors due to warm conditions. 

 Crimes are committed more frequently in the long holidays by young 
offenders.   

 Crime rate increases during festive periods due to unattended properties  

 Crime rate increases towards “payday” (end of the month and early in the 
month) due to people having available funds.  

 

Social class and Crime  
 Crime is considered to be a lower class phenomenon (due to 

underprivileged individuals committing crimes to meet their needs and 
wants). These are categorised as “instrumental crimes”. 

 Crime such as rape, assault and murder are categorised as “expressive 
crimes”; whereby the offender vents anger, frustration and/or rage against 
the victim or society.    
 

 
 



Official crime resources 
 

 Police Services- crime information is received from 
the Crime Information Analysis Centre . 

According to reports; the crime statistics do not reflect a 
true indication of the crime trends because the 
public does not report every crime to Police. 

 

The willingness of the public to report crime happenings 
to the Police is majorly influenced by their perception 
of efficiency and effectiveness of the police services 
in combating crime. 

  



Official crime resources 

 

Judicial and Prison Services statistics- The crime statistics reported by the courts and 

prison services are considerably low (in comparison to the police statistics) because 

only prosecuted offenders and incidences are captured and reflected. 

  

There are various factors that influence the decision of conviction, these include:  

 

 The strength of the evidence 

 Age of the offender 

 Gravity of the offence 

 

There is a noted decrease from when a crime is reported to the point of conviction. 

This means that statistics will be higher at the time of a report for criminal activity; 

however the statistics decline as the offender goes through the legal process and is 

not always convicted for the offence. 



Official crime resources 
 
Judicial and Prison Services statistics 
 
Statistics reflect the following:  
 

 Only 6 out of 100 violent crimes are reported to the police and conclude 
in conviction. 

 11% of reported murders end in conviction. 
 Approximately ¾ of reported cases of rape, murder and robbery with 

aggravating circumstances have not been tried 2 years after an arrest is 
made. 

 The rate for murder and rape convictions are higher in other countries 
where comparable results are available.  

 A lack trained professionals and support services contribute to the 
problem. 

 The public cooperation is an influential factor in the legal process and 
efficient cooperation will improve challenges faced.  
 



Unofficial crime resources 
 
There are various deductions that can be made by studying the crime 

statistics:   
 
 Areas with rapid urbanisation that have other existing social challenges 

such as a high unemployment rate and informal settlements have an 
increased violent criminal activity rate.  

 Rural areas where alcohol and substance abuse is an issue; violent 
crime rates are found to increase (especially during festive periods).  

 Correctional facilities in South Africa are overcrowded by 44%. 
 

 Statistical issues:  

 Crime statistics only reflect reported criminal activity. 
 Crime statistics are reflected in relation to the total population  (1250 of 

100 000 people committed a crime). This method of statistical reflection 
can cause challenges because it does not take into account individuals 
such as children (under 7), mentally ill who are institutionalised.  



Unofficial crime resources 
 

Victim Surveys: a survey that provides detailed information on 
aspects such as the nature and extent of the crime, the 
circumstances that the victim was exposed to as a result of the crime 
and the relationship between offender and victim. Victim Surveys highlight criminal 
“dark figure” criminal activity (crimes committed but never reported).  
 

The Human Sciences Research Council conducted a multipurpose survey in 1992, the 
findings from this survey was extremely useful and reflected the following: 

 There were 8 types of crimes included in the survey: 
 

 Bag snatching. 
 Other forms of theft for goods or money to the value of R50.00 or more. 
 Theft of a car or motorcycle. 

 Robbery with force. 
 Assault with resultant pain and injuries.  
 A violent attack on a train. 
 Molestation in public. 
 Rape or attempted rape. 

 
 
 

 



Unofficial crime resources 
 

Victim Surveys 
 
The findings from the survey reflected the following:  
 

 1 out of every 10 persons had been a victim of crime. 
 1 out of 5 households were struck by property related crimes. 
 People of a white ethnic race group were biggest crime victims. 
 People of a black and/or coloured ethnic race group were largest 

victim group of violent crimes. 
 People of a black ethnic race groups stood the highest to experience 

violent attacks on a train, rape and attempted rape.  
 People of a coloured ethnic race group reflected the highest group 

individuals for molestation in public places.  
 Young people experience assault nearly 8times more frequently than 

adults (according to National Youth Victimisation Survey).  



Unofficial crime resources 

 
Limitations of Victim Surveys: 

 

 Victims often forget important facts (due to the delay in 
investigations). 

 Many victims believe that their confrontation with a  criminal will 
go unresolved or unattended to and never report the crime.  

 Indirect victims do not report crimes. 

 Victim surveys reflect the number of crimes but not the number 
of offenders.  

 Repeated criminal reports for the same offender and same 
victim (domestic violence). The same number of offences are 
reported but no distinction made of the same offender.  

 

 



Unofficial crime resources 
 

Self report studies: a confidential and anonymous report 
of criminal activity completed by the offender 
(official or unofficial offender).  

 
 Self reports measure attitudes, values, personal 

characteristics ad behaviours.  

 Data from self reports are used to test theories, 
measuring attitudes towards crime and associations 
between crime and social variables such as family, 
education and income.  

 Self report studies can reflect a biased and 
incomplete reflection of the criminal activity. 



 
Unofficial crime resources 

 
 Data mining: A computational method of 

analysing large sets of data to identify crime 
trends, patterns and crime relationships that 
are not usually detected via traditional 
sources.  

 

 Crime mapping: used to create and represent 
spatial geography of crime to identify high 
crime risk areas.  

 



Theme 02 encompassed the following areas of study: 
 

 The classification and measurement of crime: 
 The classification of crime 
 Crime patterns and trends 
 Crime trends according to categories 
  Crime trends according to region 
 Crime trends according to day, season, climate 

 Social Class and Crime 
 The use of firearms 

 
 Official and Unofficial sources of crime information 
 Crime information according to official resources 
 Police statistics 
 Judicial and prison statistics 

 Shortcomings of official crime statistics 
 Crime information according to unofficial sources  
 Information according to victim surveys 
 Limitations of victim surveys 
 Self report studies 
 Data mining 
 Crime mapping  

 
 


