
 

Theme 04 Examination Activity:  

 

 Multiple Choice Questions:   

1. Epilepsy is a ..................... disorder that may play a role in criminal 
behaviour. 
 

a) genetic 
b) biochemical 
c) congenital 
d) social 
e) neurological  

 
2. Research by Hollin and Wheeler has indicated that violent young offenders 

tend to display greater ....................... than non-violent young offenders. 
 

a) internal control 
b) cognitive ability 
c) emotional stress 
d) external control 
e) emotional immaturity  

 
3. Intention consists of two elements, namely 

 
a) conative and emotional elements 
b) conscious and intellectual elements 
c) expressive and volitional elements 
d) affective and cognitive elements 
e) cognitive and volitional elements  

 
4. Mental illness and immature age may affect a person's ............................... 

the wrongfulness of his or her actions. 
 

a) knowledge of 
b) awareness of(c) capacity to understand 
c) determination to understand 
d) insight into 

 

5. Explain the role of the following general factors contributing to South Africa's 
high crime rate: 
 

a) population structure 
b) rapid urbanisation 
c) high levels of unemployment 
d) political factors 
e) poor firearms control 

 



6. Four components of a ``good'' theory are 
 

a) plausibility and predictability 
b) accessibility and accountability 
c) reliability and validity 
d) validity and falsifiability 
e) accountability and plausibility 

 
I. (a) and (c) 

II. (a) and (d) 
III. (b) and (e) 
IV. (c) and (e) 
V. (b) and (d)  

 
7. Key premises refer to 

 
a) a theorist's perceptions of facts 
b) the predictive value of a theory 
c) the essential arguments of a theory 
d) the empirical support for a theory 
e) none of the above  

 
 

8. The most important consideration/s when studying crime is/are 
 

a) the influence of external factors 
b) (b) the balance between theory and practice 
c) (c) people's perceptions of facts 
d) (d) the responsibility of action 
e) (e) none of the above  

 
9. Theories are evaluated in terms of 

 
a) plausibility, empirical support and validity 
b) adequacy, comprehensiveness and usefulness 
c) plausibility, comprehensiveness and reliability 
d) adequacy, empirical support and reliability 
e) usefulness, validity and policy implications 

  
10. Theories are classified to 

 
a) prevent confusion 
b) differentiate between schools of thought 
c) highlight structure and process theories 
d) indicate consensus and conflict orientations 
e) establish similarities and differences 

 

 



11. According to Gottfredson and Hirschi, the root cause of poor self-control is 
 

a) limited education 
b) inadequate socialisation(c) limited intelligence 
c) inadequate child-rearing practices  

 
12. Identify the incorrect option: 

 
The common characteristics of crime are 
 

a) long-term commitments 
b) gratification of needs or desires 
c) excitement due to the risks attached 
d) skills or planning not necessarily required 

 
13. To rear a child properly, the following minimum requirements must be met: 

 
a) to punish if delinquent acts occur 
b) to identify and detect delinquent behaviour 
c) to show affection towards the child 
d) to monitor the child's behaviour 
e) to be sensitive to the interests of the child 

 
(i) (a), (b) and (e) 
(ii) (b), (d) and (e) 
(iii) (b), (c) and (d) 
(iv) (a), (b) and (d) 
(v) (a), (b) and (c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paragraph Questions:   

1. Tabulate the differences between on nature versus nurture as an explanation 
for criminal behaviour. 

 
2. Select a media article regarding a crime: answer the following questions in 

response to the article: 
 

3. Which level and stage of moral development you would place the offender in 
the case study 

 
4. Do you think that the accused had the intension to commit the crime and 

could be held responsible for his/her actions? 
 

5. What are the prominent factors in the school environment that may contribute 
to delinquent behaviour. 

 
6. In your opinion, explain what you thing are the general factors contributing to 

crime in South Africa. 
 

7. Briefly outline the biological factors that may play a role in criminal behaviour. 
 

8. Summarise the various styles of social cognition which may play a role in 
criminal behaviour 

 
9. Briefly describe three important cognitive approaches to explaining criminal 

behaviour. 
 

10. Explain the role of emotion in crimes of violence.  
 

11. Explain the three different viewpoints on free will. 
 

12. Summarise the main factors within the family environment that may contribute 
to juvenile delinquency.  

 
13. Identify factors in South African schools that contribute to juvenile 

delinquency. 
 

14. Explain why some young people become more easily involved in gang 
activities than others.  

 
15. Which members of society are most prone to victimisation in South Africa.  

 
16. Describe the contribution of the criminal justice system to the high incidence 

of crime in this country.  
 

17. Describe the basic descriptive analyses of the data from several surveys over 
the last decade, which suggest characteristics that may increase the 
likelihood of experiencing crime.  

 



18. Describe the role of specific political factors contributing to crime in South 
Africa.  
 

19. Explain how poverty, unemployment and relative deprivation may contribute 
to criminal behaviour.  

 
20. Define the concept of ``theory''.  

 
21. Describe the four components of a ``good'' theory.  

 
22. Discuss three ways of classifying theories and indicate their relevance to the 

South African situation. 
 

 
 

Reflect on questions based on the tables, maps and diagrams found in this theme for 

additional revision. 

 


