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CMY3706 essay questions 

25 marks 

• Detailed discussion of the modus operandi of CIT robbers based on Thobane’s research 

According to Esterhuysen, there are two forms of CIT attacks: 

1. Takes place on the road, when the security van is en-route to deliver or collect 

cash and cash is forcibly removed. 

2. Takes place when cash is taken as CIT personnel member carries it from the 

security van and carries it to the bank.  

HÜbschle explains that the probability of a robbery being successful depends on how 

accurately it was planned. The planning includes casing (replacing) the target, choosing 

gang members, weapons, getaway vehicles and disguises; assessing security measure 

used by the target and how they can be bypassed and the allocation of tasks. 

According to Thobane, CIT robbers take about 1 week-2 months to plan their attack. The 

planning depends on the difficulty of the job and the availability of inside information. 

CIT robbers worked hand in with bank or CIT employees who provided them with 

information such as the layout of the bank, when the AV will be delivering the cash, how 

much is in the AV, who is on duty and which route the AV will take. The insider is given a 

percentage of the cash from the robbers for their information.  

Recruiting members into the gang is one of the most NB aspects of the planning process. 

Members are recruited if they have certain expertise, possess resources which are in 

demand and have particular character traits. There is no leader, and anyone is allowed 

to join if they can meet the above criteria. A typical CIT gang consisted of 6 members, 

but they may recruit members from other gangs to assist them if the need arises.  

A highway robbery will need a bigger group of 10-15 members whereas in places on the 

outskirts of big cities or in rural areas, only 5-6 people are needed to commit a CIT 

robbery. 

Otu warns that armed robberies are committed in a syndicated manner and thus 

networking is an important aspect of this type of crime. An employee of the bank/CIT 

company who networks with the robbers is called the “finger man” or “tsharo”. 

According to Thobane: AK47s,R5s,R1s, CZs, handguns, revolvers, machine guns, knives, 

crowbars, iron scissors and spiked chains are the weapons mostly used in CIT robberies. 

Rossouw adds LM4s and LM5s to the list of weapons used. 
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Thobane identified the following different roles and responsibilities of group members: 

➢ Front men-the responsibility of these robbers is to attack the escort. They attack 

and disarm the CIT officers. They must be fast and flexible. If there is an escort 

there will need to be two groups of front men.  

➢ Cash collectors-open the security van and remove the cash which is passed on to 

ground men who load it into the getaway vehicle 

➢ Guards/spotters -control the traffic. They take away cellphones, vehicle keys and 

guns from witnesses. They also watch out for armed responses, police and react 

by opening fire if necessary. 

➢ Machaisa – stops the cash van by ramming it with another vehicle 

➢ Madubula -shoots the tyres of the AV in order to stop it.  And will assist the 

machaisa if ramming into the vehicle didn’t help to stop it.  

➢ Rovers- roam around the scene to monitor that the robbery does not take longer 

than 10 minutes. 

➢ Drivers- are those who have excellent driving skills and will most likely be driving 

the getaway vehicle. 

➢ Off-ramp drivers-are parked a few kilometers from the crime scene, waiting for 

the robbery to be completed. After the robbery, the gang will drive to the off-

ramp in the cars used on the scene and then dump the cars and flee in the off-

ramp cars to a safe house where they share the loot and hide from the police. 

 

• Discuss 21st century terrorism and how it is the most complex and difficult issue to curb 

There is no single, universally-accepted definition for the word “terrorism”. It is steeped 

in emotional controversy and is easier to describe then define it. Terrorism is the 

unlawful use of violence or threat of violence directed at society to instil fear and 

intimidation in its pursuit for political change. 

 

The absence of an agreed-upon definition matters for 2 specific reasons. It blocks the 

possibility of referring terrorist acts to an international court and it leaves individual 

countries free to outlaw activities which they chose to classify as terrorism, perhaps for 

their own political convenience. Terrorism instils fear and terror into its targeted 

audience.  

 

Various definitions to highlight the common denominators to formulate a working 

definition: 

➢ In the political arena, terrorism is defined as motivated violence for political 

convictions 
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➢ Siegel: terrorism indicates pre-planned, politically motivated violence by groups 

of people that want to elicit public reaction. Violence is directed at targets that 

cannot defend themselves. 

➢ Whittaker: terrorism is the pre-planned threat or use of violence by sub-national 

groups or clandestine individuals with the intention of intimidating or forcing 

governments in order to achieve political, religious or ideological outcomes and 

to create fear in the public at large 

➢ Schwenkenbecher: terrorism as a strategy or tactic where violence or force is 

employed against one group of people to create fear. It is meant to intimidate, 

coerce or influence another group of people and it is used to reach political 

objectives. 

➢ Danilovic and Manojlovic: terrorism is the described as criminal acts intended or 

calculated to provoke a state of terror in the general public for political purpose 

and they make use of political, philosophical. Ideological, racial, ethnic, religious 

or any other nature to justify their actions. 

➢ White: terrorism is the act of threatened act of violence against innocent people 

for political purposes.  

➢ Brown, Esbensen and Geis: identify 4 elements of terrorism: act of violence. 

Creates fear in those exposed to it. Targets both active opponents and innocent 

victims. And has a political purpose. 

The OAU (Organisation of African Unity ) Convention on the Prevention and Combating 

terrorism describes a terrorism act as:  

➢ Any act that is a violation of the criminal laws of a State Party and which may 

endanger the life, physical integrity or freedom of, or cause serious injury or 

death to any person, any number or group of persons or causes or may cause 

damage to public or private property, natural resources, environmental or 

cultural heritage and is calculated or intended to: 

▪ Intimidate, put in fear, force, coerce or induce any government body, 

institution, the general public or any segment thereof, to do or abstain 

from doing any act, or to adopt or abandon a particular standpoint or to 

act according to certain principles. 

▪ Disrupt any public service, the delivery of any essential service to the 

public or to create a public emergency. 

▪ Create general insurrection in a state 

➢ Any promotion, sponsoring, contribution to, command, aid, incitement, 

encouragement, attempt, threat, conspiracy, organizing or procurement of any 

person with the intention to commit any act. 
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Following common denominators can be identified: 

➢ Terrorism is the illegal use of violence 

➢ Crime is directed at innocent people and at property and not necessarily at the 

political opponent. 

➢ The intent is to arouse fear in the general population and as a result bring about 

a change in government. 

 

 

• Discuss the phenomenon of terrorism by identifying who the terrorists are, their 

characteristics, the causes and motives that drive these perpetrators to commit acts of 

terrorism. Plus discuss the different forms of terrorism and the nature of terrorists 

Terrorists have a deep-seated belief in the justice of their cause. They are tough, 

cunning and have very little regard for their own lives or for the lives of others.  

Bartol and Bartol: terrorists have varied cultural backgrounds and that the stereotypes 

of the typical terrorist should be rejected. 

Both male and female terrorists exist but female terrorists are far less involved in 

terrorism than are men, but they are feared just as much. Female terrorists are often 

known as “black widows”.  

 

Terrorists are mainly motivated by ideology, religion or political cause; they view their 

acts as good and just seeking attention by engaging in publicity-orientated violence. The 

size of terrorist organisations vary from group to group and may range from only a few 

members to over 10 000 members. Most terrorist groups are sub-divided into terror 

cells. They operate in small bands or cadres of 3-5 members and may target property or 

members of their enemy. This command structure of individuals allows for various 

specialties to come under a single command. Ronczkowski: cells are used to prevent the 

likelihood of law enforcement agencies or spies infiltrating the organisation. 

 

The following characteristics are associated with terrorists:  

➢ They are dedicated to a cause/fights for a political objective motivated by 

ideology or religion 

➢ They tend to attack rather than run when confronted with force 

➢ They carefully prepare and plan their attacks 

➢ They believe their cause to be absolutely just and good 

➢ They have an extraordinary need for identity, glory and vengeance 

➢ They have extreme opinions and emotions about their belief system 

Various forms of terrorism exist: 
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➢ Political-aimed at people or groups who are opposed to terrorist group’s political 

ideology. They aim to replace and shape the government to accept their views. 

➢ Revolutionary- violence to frighten those in power and those who support them. 

They use skilled tactics in the attempt to expose the government as in humane 

and in need of being overthrown 

➢ State-sponsored terrorism-secret use of terrorism by sovereign states against 

other states or against its own people. Terrorists may obtain sponsorship to 

expand and maintain their cause.  

➢ Nationalist-terrorist activity that supports the interest of an ethnic or nationalist 

group, regardless of its political ideology.  

➢ Lone wolf -committed by single terrorists. They usually act alone, have no 

contact with other groups and are mostly motivated by personal (ideologically) 

interests. 

Nature: the methods that they have used include: arson, planting bombs and bomb 

threats, car bombs and chemical substances, hijacking, abduction and taking hostages, 

using grenades, firearms, knives and macetes, letter bombs, mortar and rocket 

launchers, stoning, suicide and vandalism. Some of these attacks were directed at 

aeroplanes, airports, banks, businesses, buses, diplomats, embassies, government 

officials and offices, hotels, markets, military personnel and installations, religious 

figures and buildings, railways, roads, shopping centres and underground transport 

systems. 

Remote controls, time-controlled devices and advanced communication systems are 

used, making tracing and defusing of rendering devices more difficult. Terrorists are able 

to use cellphones and laptops to detonate bomb.  

Causes of/ motivations for terrorism: 

➢ Emotional deviance-some terrorists live out their psychosis within the bounds of 

violent groups. Violent terrorism is the end result of individual compulsion or 

psychopathology. Terrorist acts can be motivated by emotional problems (self-

destructive urge, disturbed emotions combined with problems of authority, and 

contradictory or weak parental discipline). Some researchers are of the opinion 

that terrorist’s acts may be done out of revenge or means to political ends and 

they may use terrorism to draw attention to their plight or to recruit followers. 

➢ Extreme ideology-terrorists believe that they are being victimized by some 

groups or governments and violent acts can bring about this change. They 

believe that self-sacrifice outweighs guilt feelings caused by innocent loss of life.  
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➢ Feelings of alienation and failure-they believe that a suicide mission will free 

them from the corruption of the modern world. Some are raised from a young 

age that the world is heading for disaster and nothing can stop it. They believe 

that by joining a terrorist groups their life will have meaning again. 

➢ Criminal motives- a criminal’s primary motive is usually greed, while terrorist 

have a political agenda behind their actions. Terrorists often adopt criminal 

tactics to sustain and grow the organisation to finance its ideological-based 

activities. 

➢ Fight for power-which is an outcome of the fact that they do not have sufficient 

representation or opportunities. They are motivated by their beliefs that there is 

no power base and no acknowledgment of cultural differences and that they are 

discriminated against.  

 

 

• Discuss the different forms of interpersonal violence with specific reference to socio-

cultural, emotional and sexual maltreatment or abuse 

➢ Physical abuse: any physical action of one person against another person which 

may result in bruising, swelling, wounds, broken bones and inevitably broken 

lives. The victim is humiliated and feels inferior and not respected. Can also 

affect the emotional wellbeing of the victim.  

➢ Psychological/ emotional abuse: any behaviour associated with degrading or 

humiliating a complainant. Includes acts aimed at intentionally humiliating the 

victim and denying the victim access to basic physical and emotional needs, 

thereby destroying his self-esteem. Victims of physical and sexual abuse usually 

also experience emotional and psychological abuse. Emotional abuse can be 

subtle and covert. Emotional abuse can result in the serious impairment of 

children’s emotional development and cause difficulties in his/her social 

functioning and relationships. 

➢ Sociocultural abuse-cultural and traditional laws in some countries negate 

women’s rights. Sociocultural practices and beliefs that perpetuate gender-

based violence involve factors such as poverty, social inequality and inadequate 

social support. A women who is viewed as inferior and as a result not given 

opportunities for self-development may accept it as nor and result in a cycle of 

deprivation where her daughters might be socialized to accept the same abusive 

behaviour. Gay men and lesbian women are also targets of sociocultural abuse. 

Homophobia can result in the negative behaviour towards these individuals. Gay 

men and lesbian women are more prone to suffer from mental health problems, 

including an increased risk of depression and substance abuse.  



You may share this document with pleasure, but you may not attempt to sell it for profit. ©Chana 
 
 

➢ Sexual maltreatment and abuse-rape is defined by one person unlawfully  and 

intentionally commits an act of sexual penetration with a complainant without 

his consent. Rape can include the penetration of the vagina, mouth or anus by a 

penis, body part or any object. Both male and females can be both victims and 

perpetrators. Compelled rape occurs when one person forces another person to 

rape a third person. Sexual maltreatment can also include intentionally and 

forcibly touch another person in an area that is uncomfortable for the victim.  

Sexual violence is a deed of hatred and aggression and leaves the abused person 

with a sense of having lost control over his/her life. It causes feelings of betrayal 

and loss of trust in the abuser. Marital rape can also occur between husband and 

wife.  

According to Vetten, the reasons for not reporting a sexual offence include: 

o Fear of not being believed or being accused of lying 

o Feelings of shame, guilt, humiliation and embarrassment 

o Feelings of pity and love towards the offender 

o Problems of physical access to police or social workers 

o Fear of retaliation or intimidation by offender 

o Fear of legal processes 

o Fear of having to relieve the trauma in court 

o Fear of loss of economic support by the abuser 

o Fear of upsetting the stability of the family 

o Fear of the power and authority of the abuser 

o Preference for cultural means of resolving disputes 

o Fear of ostracism or ridicule by peers 

o Wanting to avoid the stigma attached to being raped 

Following reasons why sexual offences are reported: 

o Sexual assault is a serious offence  

o To ensure personal safety and future protection from the offender 

o To prevent offence from being repeated of the offender harming others 

o To make offender responsible for his actions 

o To obtain help 

o To regain a sense of control 

o To gain compensation 

➢ Family homicide-incidents of interpersonal violence between members of a 

family, one is the victim and the other is the perpetrator. 

o parricide-killing one one’s parents 

o Matricide-killing one’s mother/ma 

o Patricide-killing one’s father/pa 
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o Filicide-murder of a child by a parent 

o Siblicide- murder of one sibling by another 

According to Heide’s typology, children who kill their parents can be divided into 

3 categories: severely abused children, severely mentally ill children and 

dangerously anti-social children.  

• Discuss the phenomenon of gangs; characteristics, types and causes of/reasons for gang 

formation 

Gangs are not a new phenomenon, nor are they exclusive to one population or nation. 

Many gang members group together for various reasons. According to Densley, gangs 

are self-formed associations of peers who have adopted a common name and other 

discernible conventional or symbolic signals of membership.  

 

Siegel and Walsh mention certain factors that stands out in all the definitions of the 

term gang: 

➢ Gang members’ self-recognition of their gang status 

➢ The gang’s use of special vocabulary, clothing, signs, colours, graffiti and names 

➢ Gangs set themselves apart from the community and others view them as a 

separate entity 

➢ They commit themselves to criminal activity 

Gangs exist globally and cannot be viewed as uniform. According to Siegel and Walsh, 

gangs can differ in terms of: their age, degree of organisation, race or nationality, 

location, symbolism they use to distinguish themselves from other gangs and their 

gender. 

There are different types of gangs: 

➢ School gangs- gang activity can often begin as early as primary school level. 

Childhood friendships can develop into informal gangs in schools. School gangs 

usually conduct their business on school premises. They demand payment from 

non-existing members or may force school closure with threats or act of 

vandalism and other violence against staff and learners.  

➢ Street gangs- group if individuals participating in significant illegal or criminal 

activities that are of threatening and violent nature. Contemporary SA street 

gangs are involved in criminal activities (car theft, vehicle hijacking, murders, 

burglaries and robberies). They’ll fight rival gangs for control over territory and 

innocent peoples may be injured or killed in the crossfire.  
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➢ Youth gangs- the battle is primarily for status, prestige and turf protection. Youth 

gangs may also have names and a particular territory , they may be well-

organized, have a leadership structure, their own code of conduct, dress code, 

signs and symbols. According to Cooper and Ward, youth gangs may range from 

heavily militarized groups to informal groups of young people who commit petty 

crime -known as “corner kids”. Children as young as 11 identify themselves as 

gang members.  

“Proto-gangs” are growing in size, they are not fully formed but display many of 

the characteristics portrayed by formal structured gangs. They are formed 

(According to Kelly Gillespie) out of issues pertaining to style and commodity  

rather than forming through safety. Their style and commodity turns into a 

competition and later to hostility between these groups. 

➢ Deviant groups and criminal organisations-deviant groups are less organized and 

criminal then gangs. They have no distinctive dress code, colours or signals. 

Criminal organisations are more organized and sophisticated and consist of a 

group of juveniles or adults (or both). They are often involved in illegal activities 

for financial or economic gain. 

➢ Female groups-Cooper and Ward propose that women in gangs fall into 3 

traditional roles: victims of coercion by male gang members, glamorous 

girlfriend and men’s property. But evidence shows that girls in gangs are no 

longer just sexual toys but also participate in crime involved in drugs and 

violence. Female gang members are often beaten, raped, robbed, and/or 

emotionally abused by rival gangs. They may join gangs because of financial 

opportunity, identity and status, peer pressure, family dysfunction and 

protection. Girls from tough inner-city neighbourhoods joined gangs to escape 

the turmoil of their home lives. They may have experienced abuse and parental 

crime or from fatherless homes. They may join gangs in order to survive on the 

streets becomes an attractive option for meeting their needs such as shelter, 

food and protection.  

Gangs provide a sense of family to members, an essential factor that is lacking in their initial 

family structure. Gang participation isn’t about rebelliousness, but rather provides an inner 

support network to help both boys and girls cope with the violence and disorder in their 

families and community.  

Causes of/reasons for gang formation-various reasons exist including coming from a 

disadvantaged neighbourhood, having family problems and lack of employment or 

education.  
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According to Hesselink-Louw, “pull and push” factors influence people to join a gang and no 

single dominant factor exists. The pull factors pertain to the attractiveness of the gang. They 

feel that joining a gang can enhance their prestige and status among friends and peers, 

gives them the opportunity to be with the “in-crowd” and the chance for adventure and 

excitement. Social , economic and cultural factors also push many individuals into gangs. 

Individuals from economic disadvantaged backgrounds, broken home and those affected by 

unemployment and reported family violence are more at risk of joining a gang.  

Cooper and Ward: youth are more likely to join gangs if they use drugs, are aggressive , 

have attention or learning problems, have antisocial beliefs and struggle to resist peer 

pressure towards delinquency.  

• Critically discuss the attacks on and the murders of police officials in SA 

The murder of a police officer is defined as the intentional causing of the death of a 

police official without a lawful excuse.  

A SAfrican police official is 5 times more likely to be murdered then a USA police official. 

Although throughout the world being a police officer remains a dangerous profession.  

Officers constantly have to respond to dangerous situations  and they are less likely to 

flee from the perpetrator than any other type of victim. 

“Off-duty” officers can be murdered while on their way to work, or while not on official 

duty but they put themselves on duty to prevent a crime in progress. 

 

Motives and causes for attacks on and murders of police officers- to avoid arrest, 

criminal’s attitude towards police, corrupt officials can murder another officer if the 

corruption has been discovered, crowd control of public violence and protests, officers 

are hesitant to use force to arrest criminals and may be killed in the process, the theft of 

police firearms, inadequate police training, poor equipment and shortage of bullet-proof 

vests, hired killings by police’s spouse for insurance fraud of pension. Criminal 

syndicated can hire hitmen or put up a reward for the killing of a police officer. Police 

officers can be surprised or ambushed at home. Or psychological factors can cause one 

police officer to kill another 

 

Modus operandi of the attackers-characterized mostly by chance, impulse and 

spontaneous reaction to the circumstances in which they find themselves.it is not 

premeditated and planned like other attacks. Attacks are more likely to take place in 

urban areas. The majority are gang-related and sometimes  one, maybe 2  attackers are 

involved. 
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Profile of the attacker-likely to be black male in his mid-twenties. He is likely to be 

unmarried and have a low level of education. He is most likely to come from a 

dysfunctional or broken home. He is likely to be involved in another criminal activity at 

the time of the attack. He is likely to be armed with a firearm.  

 

Victims of the attacks-male officers who held the rank of sergeant, then constables and 

inspectors. Less likely to be attacked were captains and superintendents.  Not only are 

the police officers who are attacked suffer from these crimes, but other police officers 

and their families.  

 

Minnaar proposed a series of preventative strategies against the attacks and murder of 

police officials: police officers should be provided with suitable and effective equipment, 

they should wear their bullet proof vests while on duty, training and discipline should be 

improved, specific stress management programmes should be developed and 

implemented to help officers deal with stress and trauma, disciplined and professional 

approaches to policing should be followed and special task team to look into the 

problem of police members.  

 

• Critically discuss the occurrence of taxi violence in SA-nature and extent of taxi violence, 

the causes and the factors associated with this crime and debate the consequences of 

taxi violence. 

Nature and extent of taxi violence in SA-taxi wars have become a prevalent 

characteristic of the SAfrican taxi industry, from its beginning and subsequent to the 

transport deregulation process in 1987. Throughout the late-apartheid period, taxi wars 

were associated with the political violence leading up to the general election of April 

1994. 

➢ Taxi wars in the Cape peninsula-taxi conflict tormented squatter camps between 

1990 and 1992.  

➢ In the late-apartheid period, there was a rapid deregulation of transport which 

contributed to the spread of violence.  

➢ Taxi wars are the outcome of the deregulation of transport in SA.  

➢ Unmonitored mushrooming of taxi organisation- the taxi industry gave black 

people opportunities to make a living and become wealthy. Competition for 

passengers caused a fierce battle between taxi drivers.  

➢ Wines-during the 1990s, more then 2000 people were killed as a result of taxi-

associated conflict in SA.  
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Causes and factors-taxi owners stated fighting against the government restrictions in 

the 1970s. Some taxi associations fought one another over routes. SA Black Taxi 

Association (SABTA) was the first national organisation of taxi owners. Before 1987, taxi 

industry was highly regulated and controlled. Black taxi operators were almost certain 

to be declined permits in the apartheid era, and all minibus taxi operators were illegal. 

After 1987, the industry was rapidly deregulated, leading to an influx of new minibus 

taxi operators who were keen to make money off the high demand for this service.  

 

Farlex-economic drivers for the wars were intertwined with political unrest around the 

time of the end of apartheid in 1994. Commuters were often the target of political 

violence that was not necessary related to the taxi industry. 

 

Consequences and impact in SA-the repercussions of taxi-related wars/violence are 

huge in view of all the serious injuries and the deaths. Not only the taxi operators, but 

also the commuters and the public vulnerable to the violence.  

Before 1994, taxi wars were comparatively fewer statically and these fights were 

sponsored or fueled mainly by the state. Since then, taxi violence spread throughout SA, 

dispersed and assumed a mafia-criminal organized outlook.  

As the state’s control over the economy and society weakened in the course of SA’s 

transition, taxi associations have developed as informal agents or regulation, protection 

and extortion. Violent taxi associations called “mother bodies” have been allowed to 

develop and expand virtually unchecked by the authorities. Official corruption and 

collusion are major factors that contribute to the continuation of taxi violence.  

 

(I apologize that this isn’t such a good summary. Didn’t really understand the concept so 

well) 

 

• Discuss the crime of robbery: causes. Motives and modus operandi of robbers 

Introduction 

Unfortunately, we live in a violent society, where crime is a natural phenomenon. South 
Africa is a country that is still struggling from the after effects of the many years of 
apartheid; people are uneducated, poor or lacking basic morals. Individuals or groups 
that desire that which someone else has but cannot obtain it due to lack of funds, are 
more inclined to rob the holder of such possessions then those that are well-off and 
have all  that they desire. Robbery is more common in urban areas than rural areas and 
poses a risk of injury or death. 
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Definition 

Aggravating circumstances are factors that increase the severity of a criminal act. 
Armed robbery is committed by an individual who is armed with a dangerous weapon in 
order to take property or money from another individual. 
Burglary is entering into the building of another individual with the intention of 
committing a crime usually theft. 
Intent refers to the state of mind accompanying a forbidden act. 
Modernisation is the transformation from traditional, rural, agrarian societies to secular, 
urban and industrial societies. 
Recession is a period of economic decline whereby trade and industrial activity are 
reduced. 
Robbery is defined as the unlawful, intentional and violent taking or attempting to take 
property or money by force or threat of force with or without a weapon and with or 
without injury. 
Submission is the act of yielding to a superior force which prevents one from fighting 
back. 
Theft is the unlawful taking of an object from its owner. 
Urbanisation is the population shift from rural to urban residency. 
Violence is the physical force intended to hurt, damage or kill someone or something. 

Causes of Robbery 
The racial and ethnic discrimination felt amongst individuals is the most common cause 
of crime. Poverty is also a huge cause of robbery as lack of funds and the inability to 
provide basic essentials for one’s family makes individuals feel the need to rob one 
another. Many acts of robbery are the direct result of peer pressure especially among 
teenagers and those with the inability to resist temptation. Rabid urbanisation and 
modernisation have increased criminal behaviour. 

Recession and unemployment problems instil a sense of desperation in people. Lazy 
individuals and habitual thieves will commit robbery as it is a way to access quick money 
without much effort.  A drug addict may also commit robbery in order to support his 
drug habit; the desperation for his next fix can be very severe and may cloud his 
judgment and leave him with no choice but to steal to finance his drug addiction.  
Crimes can also be committed by those with a mental deficiency or who lack moral 
instincts. There are also those who rob another just for the thrill of violence and not for 
the money involved. 

The motives of Robbers 
Robbers are motivated to commit acts of robbery as a way to get fast and easy cash. 
Robbers are initially motivated to commit robberies due to financial need, but the 
continuation is usually motivated by the need to maintain their lifestyle. Some robbers 
are motivated by the thrill of overthrowing victims. Anger or revenge towards a victim 
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can also be a primary motivation to rob the victim, and theft of the victim’s property 
becomes a secondary motivator. Sometimes the crime of robbery is a means to gain a 
certain status among the robber’s peers and using violence is just a necessary part of 
the process. Some individuals commit robbery because they want to take the law into 
their own hands and don’t rely on the police to intervene in offences perpetrated 
against them. 

For the majority of robbers, crime usually occurs to fund a particular lifestyle, such as 
leading a drug-filled life. For some offenders, the motivation to commit robbery is to 
earn a regular income, and a means to pay pills and support a family. The following table 
summarises a selection of published data on this issue. It shows that between one-fifth 
and one-third of offenders that were interviewed show “money for drugs” as a prime 
motivating factor for committing robbery. 

The Modus operandi of robbers 
Types of robbers 
There are significant differences between robbers with regard to motivation, 
experience, commitment and the use of firearms. 
Amateur   robbers 
Amateur offenders often act on impulse. Amateur offenders are the largest group of 
known commercial robbers; they are known to not plan their crimes out thoroughly or 
at all before offending. They select easy targets and are known to use violence and 
weapons to offend. They usually work individually, targeting small amounts of money 
and have a track –record of failed or uncompleted robberies. 
This class of robber is most likely to use brute force or violence to get the money or item 
of value from the victim. They make up 40-60 percent of robbers. 
Intermediate robbers 
Intermediate robbers are large groups of robbers who appear highly organised in 
comparison to an amateur robber, but less committed to this lifestyle then a 
professional robber. Intermediate robbers are divided into two groups; criminal 
diversifiers and criminal developers. 
Criminal diversifiers are engaged in sporadic robbery and other types of crime, they 
regarded themselves as being general criminals and not primarily as robbers. They are 
usually invited to partake in a robbery planned by others; they feel protected from 
police discovery and from obtaining a criminal profile. 

Criminal developers regarded themselves as being serious and experienced criminals. 
They progress from petty crimes to more serious and advanced crimes. They aim to 
become professional criminals who have more attractive targets and rewards. 

Professional and persistent robbers 
Professional robbers are a small, elite group of robbers who have made crime their 
careers and lifestyles and have dedicated their lives to crime and violence. They view 
themselves as a career robbers and villains. These robbers have a long-term dedication 
to crime and their crimes are well-planned, the target is chosen well and violence and 
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firearms are used. Escape routes are carefully planned to avoid being arrested. The 
targets of these robbers are usually of high monetary value. 

Target selection 
Different types of robbers have different target selections. Professional robbers are 
more likely to rob commercial establishments while amateur robbers are more likely to 
target individuals. An offender’s main concern when choosing a target is his ability to 
flee the scene of the crime quickly and easily. Offenders should be aware of whether 
their selected target has easy access to highways and on two-way streets for easy “get-
aways”.. 

Targets may deter a robber from robbing will include those close to police stations and 
where police patrol regularly. They also avoid targets in the middle of shopping centres, 
where there are a lot of pedestrians and where a lot of traffic will hinder their escape 
plans. 

Weapon selection 
Different types of robberies are linked with different weapons being used. High calibre 
weapons such as AK47s are used during cash-in transit robberies. Amateur or street 
robbers are more likely to use knives or clubs to carry out their attacks. The easy 
accessibility to firearms play a central role in the growth of violent crime committed in 
South Africa. 

Robberies that are committed with firearms are considered to be armed robberies. 
Knives are generally used to commit armed robbery. However firearms are used more 
when robbing commercial organisations such as banks or union buildings. 

Conclusion 
Robberies can occur in any society for various different reasons. However robberies 
usually occur in urban areas where targets are easily accessible and highly desired. 
Poverty and inequality amongst individuals make the desire to rob another individual 
more of a necessity than a choice. Some individuals are unable to work or find a job and 
have no choice but to steal in order to survive. Drug and alcohol abuse can also 
encourage individuals to steal in order to finance their addiction. 

There are various types of robbers from amateur robbers to professional robbers, 

ranging in size of the groups to the level of organisation and violence. Targets are 

selected according to what the robber can cope with and can easily get away with. 

Weapons are used to make sure that the act of robbery occurs successfully, usually with 

the target fearing for his life and having no choice but to give up his possessions 
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• Discuss house robbery: modus operandi and what preventions we can be taken to curb 

these incidents 

House robberies are increasing every year and have claimed the lives of hundreds of 

people. It is a priority crime that demands serious attention.  

Siegel-robbery is the taking or attempting to take something of value from the care, 

custody or control of a person by force or threat of force or violence and by putting the 

victim in fear.  

Moveable corporal property in commercio-property that can be sold, exchanged, 

pledged or can be privately owned. 

The nature of physical violence may be slight to more severe physical injury to the 

victim. 

Threat of violence is directed at the victim, it is the threat of physical violence and of 

immediate effect.  

House robbery takes place when the occupants of the house are present. Vs house 

burglary where the occupants of the house are absent 

 

Modus operandi: 

➢ Planning stage-planned meticulously (up to 4 months) and in considerable detail. 

Over time, a certain set of skills is developed which enables them to become 

better at the robbery: 

➢ Reasons for choosing a specific house-expensive house, luxury cars, double-

storey houses, expensive fittings, architect-designed houses and valuables kept 

in the house. (inside information from an employer or a formal employer told 

them about the valuables inside). 

➢ Collusion with security guards-usually to share the proceeds if the robbers were 

left undisturbed. 

➢ 3-4 robbers join together to attack a house. Seldom women are involved. They 

usually commit the robbery with childhood trustworthy friends. 

➢ About 1 -10 hours are spent observing the house before the robbery takes place.  

➢ Special marks were placed on houses to help other robbers identify the targeted 

house. 

➢ Choice of escape route-they choose their targets that will help them escape 

without encountering the police. 

➢ Use of narcotics to tranquilize the victims to keep them asleep or make them less 

able to defend themselves 

➢ Residential house-highest number of robberies. Then farmhouses and flats.  
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➢ Residential houses are easier target as they have a garden from which the house 

can be watched and are isolated.  And they can gain entry from the garden into 

an unoccupied room easily. 

➢ Preventative measures are taken to avoid apprehension. they made sure not to 

leave fingerprints and wore disguises, so they wouldn’t be identified.  

➢ The majority of house robberies occurred when the robbers thought the 

occupants would be at home, in the early hours of the morning or in the early 

evening when the occupants were relaxing and had not yet activated their alarm 

systems. 

➢ A specific time of day is usually chosen to rob these victims. At night they are less 

likely to be spotted because of the dark and because neighbours were also 

occupied and weren’t paying them much attention.  

➢ Women are considered to be easier targets as they did not offer as much 

resistance and usually do not carry firearms. Robbers are more likely to choose 

vulnerable victims as it would provide them with a bigger payoff with the least 

amount of trouble. 

Prevention method for house robberies- 

➢ Incarceration-the conviction rate for committing house robberies should 

increase to discourage perpetrators from offending. If they know they will be 

arrested and imprisoned for long periods, they are more likely to abstain from 

offending. 

➢ Residents should take measures to prevent becoming victims: 

▪ Security door between the bedrooms and rest of the house.  

▪ Close all windows before going to bed 

▪ Switch on their alarm systems while they are still moving around in the 

house 

▪ They should rear small dogs and keep them inside 

▪ Install an electronic fence 

▪ Door and windows of garage and sheds should be locked to prevent 

robbers using equipment to help them break in 

▪ Bushes, shrubs or plants should be removed from entrances to house or 

yards 

▪ Control of electric supply, security gate and alarm system should be out 

of reach of house robbers. 

▪ Residents should be security conscious and vigilant 

▪ Residents should use an intercom or CCTV system and not open a gate or 

door without knowing who is there 
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▪ Only employ trustworthy people 

▪ Should not keep large sums of money at home and shouldn’t tell staff 

about the money if there is any. 

▪ Shouldn’t flash their wealth around 

▪ Shouldn’t run a business from home-to avoid robbers thinking there is 

cash at home 

▪ Trigger pads should be placed under carpets and left active to trap the 

robber. 

▪ Residents should walk around the house before entering to check for 

signs of forced entry. 

▪ They should notify the police or security company if something looks 

suspicious 

▪ They should avoid hosting social function or parties in their homes and 

they can become easy targets 

➢ SAPS should take measures to prevent house robberies- (According to Zinn) 

• Patrolling 

• Searching suspicious 

people 

• Reacting quicker to 

complaints 

• Working harder 

• Educating the 

community 

• Attending to alarms 

• Assisting the 

neighbourhood watch 

 

➢ SAPS should take measures to investigate house robberies- 

According to Zinn, to investigate whereabouts of the robbers: 

• Make use of scientific techniques to trace fingerprints 

• Collect crime info and intelligence to help them with their investigations 

• Should use the modus operandi recorded to identify and link possible 

suspects 

• Pawnshops should be visited after a robbery to trace stolen goods 

• Efforts should be put into finding exhibits after the crime 

• Should search the neighbourhood surrounding the victimized house 

• Investigate the background of identified suspects in depth 

• Should interrogate former employees 

• Thoroughly investigate victims to establish whether they were able to 

recognize the suspects 

• Should interview owners of taverns, shebeens, pawnshops and 

scrapyards to determine info on the crime or the suspects 
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• Should search houses of known and suspected burglars and house 

robbers regularly and follow up on any information or suspected stolen 

items found in their possession 

• They should work closely with the community to get info on possible 

criminals 

• Ordinary detectives should be better trained in finding, identifying and 

using exhibits through the application of forensic science 

• When a suspect is arrested, they should negotiate with suspect to 

provide more info on other suspects for a lower sentence 

Places where SAPS can get best info regarding the whereabout of a suspected 

house robber: 

• Illegal taverns 

• The community 

• Neighbour’s house 

• Correctional facility 

• Girlfriend’s house 

• Places of 

entertainment 

• Other  places of 

interest 

People who can give the best info regarding the suspects whereabouts: 

• Girlfriend 

• Patrons of the 

shebeens 

• Owner of shebeen 

• Neighbours of house 

robbery 

• Immediate family of 

suspect 

• Members of the 

community 

• Other people who 

may know 

Measures taken to trace stolen goods: 

• Visit pawnshops 

• Visit or task informers to visit places in the community where stolen 

goods are sold 

• Search shebeens for stolen goods 

• Use informers or undercover agents to approach shebeen owners to 

acquire about stolen goods 

• Search shops known to sell stolen goods 

• Use the media to request public to contact the police if they know where 

the stolen goods are 

• Look for stolen jewellery at local jewellery exchanges 
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• Search homes of the family and friends of suspects 

• Once they come across stolen appliances, they should check the serial 

numbers and ask for receipts for the suspected stolen goods 

The opinions of respondents on what would serve as a deterrence for them to 

commit house robbery: 

• Knowledge of what a sentence of incarceration really means will serve as 

a motivation not to commit crime again 

• Any form of incarceration would prevent them from committing crime in 

the future 

• Learning from incarceration that crime does not pay in the long run. 

• Hardship and privation of being detained in a correctional centre should 

act as a deterrence. 

• Criminals should realise that he can lose his self-respect and respect for 

people. 

• Studying for a formal qualification or taking part in skills development 

programmes acted as deterrence. 

• Joining church groups and being baptized 

• Involvement in rehabilitation programmes and taking part in choir 

recitals in the correctional centre 

• Old age (60 year sentence) acted as a deterrence 

 

• Give a comprehensive discuss of the different forms of political violence and explain the 

factors that contribute to political violence  in SA 

Political violence is a process that takes place between various groups or categories of 

acts within a political system. Includes both rebels against the state and the state 

against its citizens. 

Political violence is the infliction of physical harm on individuals or the threat to do this 

in the pursuit of some political goal. 

 

Different forms of political violence: 

• Executions-enforcing the death penalty until it was considered unconstitutional 

• Death squads, assassination and disappearances-especially during apartheid 

against those who opposed the system. 

• Legal police killings-SAPS shooting to kill in defending people or property to 

prevent the criminal escaping or to disperse a riot. 
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• Detention without trial- now considered a violation of human rights. Back in the 

apartheid era, was used to obtain information. 

• Torture-used to obtained info. Used to instill fear and is widely applied and 

includes assault, electric shock, smothering and immersion in cold water 

• Necklacing-forcing rubber tyres filled with petrol around victim’s chest and arms 

and set the tyre on fire. Killing the victim agonizingly for about 20 minutes. 

• Arson- and bomb attacks were used on the homes of anti-apartheid activists and 

headquarters of anti-apartheid organisations-frequent in the 1980s. But there 

have been cases of arson even after the end of apartheid  

Factors contributing to political violence: 

• Apartheid -the level of violence was low during apartheid and escalated when it 

was phased out. But we aren’t sure of the reason why that happened. Usually 

black on black violence. 

• Ethnicity – much conflict occurs between individuals who belong to the same 

ethnic groups. Doesn’t explain vast majority of violent incidents 

• Socioeconomic deprivation-people are dissatisfied with their circumstances and 

they resort to violence.  

• Political competition-rivalry is between different political groups 

• Crime -the apartheid era had a serious effect on the social composition of our 

society (disintegration of family life, poor and inadequate schooling, economic 

exploitation, poverty and high levels of unemployment, the availability of 

firearms, poor relations between the police and black communities and the 

massive release of prisoners some which were common criminals and not all 

were political prisoners) contributed to the increase in crime.  

• The state- and its agents were blamed for the incidence of political violence.  

• The role of politicians- they can instigate violence among their supporters. They 

may say something that encourages their followers to be violent and commit 

criminal activities 

• Rightwing violence- they fight for the right’s of the citizens against the 

government or for the government against a certain nationality.  

10/15 marks 

• 5 factors contributing to violent crime 

A number of factors can be identified as possible explanations for the high crime rate in SA, 

and particularly for the high incidence of violent crime.  
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The increase of violent crime in SA in the last decade occurred because of the transition to a 

democratic country. Criminal justice functions have been weakened. Police trained in the 

old way are unsure how to function effectively within a new legal framework.  

People were engaged in the struggle of apartheid and used violence to achieve political and 

personal goals. 

The effect of apartheid coupled with years of political violence and continued exposure to 

violence in the homes and in the neighborhood has produced a destructive culture which 

manifests itself in “murderous intolerance”. Violence is used as method of resolving conflict 

and realizing goals. Van Jaarsveld found that violence in schools is caused by societal 

cultures that promote, tolerate and require violence. 

Factors associated with rabid urbanization such as overcrowding, unemployment and 

increased consumer demands can contribute to crime. High levels of gang activity and easy 

availability of firearms contribute to crimes of violence. There is also an increase on 

unemployment and power in the urban areas. Prolonged unemployment may result in 

family tension, arguments and fights and the lack of basic commodities may force people to 

steal food. Children exploitation, prostitution, drug abuse and other criminal activities may 

increase because of unemployment.  

People fear crime and feel insecure and they may lose confidence in the official law 

enforcement structures. They take the law into their own hands and commit crime against 

someone who they view as a “suspect”. 

The rising levels of HIV/ AIDs lead to higher mortality rates in SA and infected individuals 

rape uninfected persons with the belief they will be cured of the disease. Infected police 

officers are unable to do their jobs correctly. Adults who have died from the HIV infection 

leave children running the household and these children may resort to criminal activities as 

a means to survive.  

(There are more factors on page 21-28). 

 

• Causes of house robberies 

➢ Increased availability of illegal firearms 

➢ Illegal immigration can increase the occurrence of house robberies 

➢ Poverty and unemployment-the visible gap between the rice and the poor makes 

those who do not have the means to survive have no choice but to commit crime 

to want what they do not have. 
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➢ Greed and financial gain-money and luxuries are motivations for house 

robberies. Stolen goods are often sold to buy other luxuries. 

➢ Improved security precautions-makes robbers decide to rather infiltrate homes 

when the residents are home and the alarm is off and security doors are 

unlocked and they are more lax with security. 

➢ Inadequate border control-immigrants can freely move across the borders 

bringing with them weapons. 

• Prevention of violent crime with its 3 elements and the relevant strategies or measures 

There are many different types of violent crime found in society. Violent offenders are 

of interest to criminologists especially in their analysis of the aetiology of their 

criminality. It is important to prevent violent crimes in order to reduce society’s levels, 

mistrust in the criminal justice system, low level of quality of live, unproductivity and the 

morality rate in SA.  

 

Criminologists should apply their own concept of crime prevention. Three definitions of 

crime prevention are mentioned:  

1.  Primary crime prevention is any organized activity which has prevention of 

crime to a minimum as its aim. This strategy of preventing violent crime before it 

happens by taking precautionary measures such as ensuring the healthy 

development of the self and of family relationships as well as promoting law-

abiding behaviour.   

2. Secondary crime prevention is defined as protecting potential targets of crime, 

decreasing susceptibility to crime and putting obstacles in the way of criminal 

acts. The timely identification of potential criminals and the safe guarding of 

person who may be exposed to acts of violent crime are important. 

3. Tertiary crime prevention is defined as the reduction or elimination of a need or 

occasion to commit a crime. A violent crime has been committed, the 

perpetrator is found guilty and has been convicted and will be incarcerated or 

suspended by the courts.  

 

 

• Elaborate on domestic violence 

 

Domestic violence can be defined by any form of assault, intimidation and battering or 

any criminal conduct resulting in a family member being injured by another family 

member.  
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Domestic Violence Act 116 of 1998 notes that the following types of relations could be 

considered a domestic relationship: marriage, sexual relationships, parental 

relationships, familial relations, engagement, dating or customary relationship and 

persons who share the same residence.  

A person under the age of 18 is a “child” and mistreatment of them is considered to be a 

very serious and complex issue that can have devastating consequences. 

 

Child abuse as defined in the Children’s Act of 38 of 2005 and is any form of harm or ill-

treatment deliberately inflicted on a child. It includes: assault or deliberate injury of a 

child, sexual abuse of a child or allowing the child to be sexually abused, bullying, child 

labour, harming the child psychologically or emotionally. The failure to act and protect 

the child from being abused is also child abuse and neglect. 

 

 Many cases of child abuse are not reported as the child may  dependent on the abuser 

for survival or may be warned that if they mention anything that they’ll be hurt more or 

no one will believe them. The impact of violence may extend to future generations and 

children can suffer lasting psychological damage. A child may be a by-product of his 

mother’s rape and will be abused along with his mother. 

 

Gender-based violence, especially women abuse is  the most widespread and socially 

stood  of human rights violence. The cost to women, their children, families and 

communities is a significant obstacle to reducing poverty, achieving gender equality and 

ensuring a peaceful transition for post-conflict societies.  

 

Not much is known about domestic violence in same-sex couples, but it is acknowledged 

that patterns of violence do occur. Power and abuse within gay relationships is 

politically sensitive and challenging because of homophobia and the oppression of both 

partners that predate their relationship.  

 

There are similarities between male-female and same-sex domestic violence in terms of 

prevalence, types of abuse and various dynamics. The differences were found to lie in 

areas such a help-seeking behaviour. 

 

The Domestic Violence Act 116 of 1998 gives recognition to the high incidence of 

domestic violence in SA and is aimed at protecting the rights of victims by making 

provision for the issuing of protection orders. The Act recognized that domestic violence 

is not a private matter but a serious crime against society in general.  
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Acts that are deemed to be domestic violence include: physical abuse, sexual abuse, 

emotional, verbal and psychological abuse, economic abuse, intimidation, harassment, 

stalking, damaging property, entry into the complainant’s residence without consent or 

any other controlling or abusive behaviour.  

Protection orders can be issued to offer the victims protection  and can also prevent the 

abuser from being in contact with the victim.  

 

 

 

• Problem comparing crime in different countries 

➢ Definitions of violent crime and the legislation governing such crime differ from 

one country to the next. 

➢ Law enforcement differs considerably. Some countries the law enforcement is 

inadequate, and they are inefficient in catching criminals. 

➢ Not all offences are detected by the police 

➢ Different countries have different methods of reporting offences.  

➢ Different countries have different methods of compiling crime statistics and they 

don’t all keep equally precise statistics.  

➢ Variations in processing statistics often make it impossible to arrive at meaningful 

conclusions or comparisons of crime statistics.  

➢ The sophistication of crime-recording systems varies from country to country. 

➢ Not all countries approach the issue of crime statistics with the same degree of 

honesty and integrity. 

➢ Only half the countries in the world report their crime statistics to Interpol 

➢ Police statistics reflect the crimes reported to , or detected by the police and 

therefore cover only a part of the total number of offences actually committed. 

15 marks 

• Causes of xenophobia 

Strangers are perceived as arrogant if they maintain their customs, and if they are more 

successful than the natives of the community. Factors associated with xenophobic 

attacks may be found in residential segregation, distinctive physical features; peculiar 

dress and food cultures; differing religious affiliations; and differential access to health 

facilities, social amenities and economic opportunities. Xenophobia is predominant in 

countries that are undergoing transition. For a long time, SA’s commercial press has 

created an image of Africans from other countries that reflect images of disease, theft, 

murder, rape, and damaged shop windows and roads. The deteriorating economic 
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conditions in SA have made stiff competition and made xenophobic attacks more 

prevalent, because the foreigners are viewed as stealing valuable resource and jobs 

from SA citizens. 

• Characteristics of violent relationships 

According to Hilberman, a violent relationship is characterized by: 

➢ Pathological jealousy of the abusive partner could result in the isolation of the 

victim 

➢ Ambivalent feelings manifest in the display of conflicting emotions towards the 

victim varying between love and hate, anger and passivity, fear, depression and 

anxiety, omnipotence and impotence, security and panic. 

➢ Pathological dependency with both partners being overly dependent on each 

other. 

➢ Isolation from others occurs when the abuser alienates the victim from his family 

and friends.  

➢ Battle for control is associated with the continues struggle by the abuser to 

maintain control over the victim’s life and their relationship. 

• Causes and motives for vehicle hijackings 

➢ Anti-theft devices on cars has a decrease in vehicle theft and an increase in 

vehicle hijackings 

➢ Motor vehicles are stolen for a specific market. 

➢ Vehicle owners pay hijackers to steal their vehicles so they can claim insurance 

fraud 

➢ Vehicles are targeted because the hijacker is excited to show off and to 

intimidate the victims. 

➢ The availability of illegal and stolen firearms motivates criminals to commit 

crime.  

➢ SA’s subculture of violence and unique socioeconomic circumstances to the 

increase in vehicle hijacking. 

• Name and discuss the 4 typologies of gangs in western cape  

Roloff notes that 4 types of gangs are emerging in the Western Cape: 

➢ Crews are often found in black townships and are rarely reported on. They 

participate in crimes of convenience. They resort to violence when they travel 

beyond their territory or when members of other crews infringe upon their 

territory. 

➢ Cliques exist in the black townships and they are largely unknown to law 

enforcement, society and to the majority of the community. They rely on their 

internal network of informants and relationships to commit crimes such as 

robbery, murder and illegal acts for money. No specific leaders exist within the 
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group. There is little hierarchy. They operate on a highly organized level. They 

are very dangerous and often target others by takin gout contracts or tenders to 

commit murder. 

➢ Street gangs are the most commonly known and are mostly found in the 

coloured  and black townships. It is a relatively new phenomenon. They have at 

least three tiers to their structures: leaders, shot callers and soldiers. The leader 

is rarely involved in the gang activities. The shot caller reorganizes territory and 

they influence the gang to help direct the way for the soldiers to operate. The 

leaders trust them. Soldiers rely on the shot callers to organize the place and 

manner of the crime they commit. 

➢ Prison gangs are one of the oldest institutions in the country operating the past 

one hundred years. The Street Number began as a derivative of the Prison 

Number and operates as a network for former prisoners looking for informal 

ways to make money. These activities range from drug distribution to extortion. 

They operate in a similar structure to street gangs and stake out areas within 

townships and suburbs where they are likely to commit crime. 

 

10 marks 

• Differences between xenophobia and political crime 

Xenophobia is the hatred or fear of foreigners or a strong dislike of people from other 

countries. Xenophobia is the violent practice that results in bodily harm and damage. 

Xenophobia describes attitudes, prejudices and behaviours that reject exclude and vilify 

persons based on the perception that they are outsiders or foreigners to the 

community, society or national identity. 

Political violence takes place between various groups or categories within a political 

system. Not only limited to acts of rebels against the state but also violent activities 

carried out by the state against its citizens. It is the infliction of physical harm on 

individuals or the threat to do this in pursuit of some political goal. 

• Difference between interpersonal violence and domestic violence 

Interpersonal violence refers to violence between individuals who are in a relationship. 

The term is used to cover incidents of physical attack taking the form of physical and 

sexual violations. The consequences may range from bruising to killing and can vary in 

frequency and severity. It includes psychological or mental violence. It is violence 

between individuals and subdivides it into family and intimate partner violence and 

community violence. It includes all violent acts between acquaintances and strangers. 
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Domestic violence is a sub category of intimate partner violence and is defined as an 

form of assault, intimidation and battering that result in the person or a household 

being injured by other family members who live in the same residence: marriage, sexual 

partners, parental relationships, blood relations, adopted family and people sharing the 

same residence. 

 

 


