
CHAPTER 1 Thinking clearly and learning from 
experience: the beginning of our new world 
 
1. What method of enquiry in philosophy is concerne d with 
finding the exact meaning of word? 
 

• Linguistic Analysis 
 
2. Who were the most popular exponents of Linguisti c analysis? 
 

• Bertrand Russell 
• Ludwig Wittgenstein 

 
3. Which philosophy claims that if we fail to solve  a problem no 
matter how much we try, we are dealing with a meani ngless set of 
words? 
 

• Linguistic analysis 
 
4. On whose thinking was linguistic analysis based?  
 

• Plato (428 – 347 BC) 
 
5. What did Russell and Ayer focus on, in their wor k? 
 

1.  Logic 
2.  Linguistic meaning 
3.  Verifiable facts 

 
6. Who moved away from supporting linguistic analys is because of 
his experiences in World War 1? 
 

•  
 
7. What can linguistic analysis help us to do? 
 

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   

 
 
8. What can’t linguistic analysis help us with? 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

9. What did the philosophical movement that focused  on 
linguistic analysis also focus on? 



 
• Logic 

 
10. What is the aim of logic in philosophy? 
 

• To arrive at the best structure of truth 
 
11. What method of enquiry in philosophy emphasises  that 
experience gives us our most reliable from of knowl edge? 
 

• Empiricism 
 
12. What method of enquiry in philosophy is modern science based 
on? 
 
The empirical belief that what is true is confirmed  or disproved 
by sense experience. 
 
13. What can Empiricism help us to do? 
 

1. Understand how our physical world operates. 
2. Test the truth of certain claims. 
3. Refute that which is false. 
4. Respect the natural laws of the universe. 
5. Learn from experience. 

 
14. What are the failings of Empiricism? 
 

1.  It places too much emphasis on science. 
2.  It ignores human values. 
3.  It views human beings as machines. 
4.  It tends to ignore that which cannot be explained 

scientifically. 
5.  It confines truth to that which can be experienced through 

the senses. 
 
15. What would be the consequences for us if we ign ored 
empiricism as a method of enquiry? 
 
We’d run the risk of living in a state of serious mental 
delusion . 
 
16.  What philosophy did linguistic analysis, logic al symbolism 
and empiricism, together form? 
 

• Logical empiricism 
 
17. What is logical empiricism also known as? 
 

• Logical positivism 
 
 
 



 
CHAPTER 2 Asking questions: challenging what the wo rld 
tells us 
 
1. What do we call the method of enquiry in philoso phy that is 
concerned with ‘questioning and open-mindedness? 
 

• Critical rationalism 
 
2. Who is the famous representative of Critical Rat ionalism? 
 

• (Socrates) 
• Karl Popper 
 

3. Name four people who promoted Critical Rationali sm 
 

1. Hannah Arendt (Jewish philosopher) 
2. Albert Einstein (scientist) 
3. Karl Popper (philosopher) 
4. Nelson Mandela (former SA president) 

 
4. Describe two main ideas in the teaching of Karl Popper 
 
a) All our knowledge and beliefs are based on what we find out 
by “trial and error”. We grow up believing certain things 
(parents and teachers tell us), then experience tel ls us whether 
these beliefs and traditions are true or false. 
 
b) It’s essential that we’re open to new ideas and willing to be 
proved wrong. We must never hold any of our beliefs  so dear that 
we refuse to give them up. 
 
5. Describe five characteristics that identify Crit ical 
Rationalists. 
 

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5. 

 
6. What does Critical Rationalism help us to do? 
 

1. Questions what people in authority tell us. 
2. Be more open to what other people think. 
3. Examine our own opinions more carefully. 
4. Be more tolerant and understanding. 
5. Solve problems. 

 
7. What can Critical Rationalism not help us with? 
 

1. Make quick decisions. 
2. Find the meaning of life. 



3. Deal with people who are dishonest. 
4. It can make us feel insecure. 
5. The problem of suffering. 

 
8. In trying to establish the truth what does: 
 
a) Empiricism focus on? 
 

• That our most reliable form of knowledge comes from  direct 
experience through the senses. Science gives us the  most 
reliable form of truth. 

 
b) Critical Rationalism focus on? 
 

• It encourages us to question everything we are told . 
Constantly ask, “How do we know this is true?” 

 
9. From which ancient philosophy did Critical Ratio nalism 
originate? 
 

• Ancient Greek philosophy 
 

10. What would be the consequences for us if we ign ored Critical 
Rationalism as a method of enquiry in philosophy? 
 

• We will become gullible people who can be manipulat ed by 
others. We may even end up being guilty of doing re al harm 
to others and ourselves because we fail to question  what 
people in authority tell us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CHAPTER 3 How in the world can we give our lives 
meaning? 
 
1. What is the method of enquiry in philosophy that  is concerned 
with the question ‘What is the meaning of life’? 
 

• Existentialism 
 
2. Name four people who promote(d) Existentialism. 
 

1. Friedrich Nietzsche 
2. Michel Foucault 
3. Jacques Derrida 
4. Jean Baudrillard 

 
3. Which method of enquiry in philosophy claims tha t there is no 
purpose in life? 
 

• Nihilism (philosophy of nothing) 
 
4. What problem does Black Existentialists focus on ? 
 
Lewis R. Gordon: “What is to be done in a world of nearly a 
universal sense of superiority to, if not universal  hatred of, 
black folk?” He claims the issue of race has emerge d throughout 
its history, as the question fundamentally of “the blacks” as it 
has for no other group. 
 
5. Describe the main ideas in the teaching of Exist entialists. 
 

• Existentialists believe the most important thing we  should 
do is to discover, for ourselves, the meaning of li fe. 

• They do not believe there is one meaning to life (l ive for 
God or the church or some ideology) – our duty is t o decide 
for ourselves what’s the meaning of life. 

• We should repeatedly ask ourselves one question: “I s this 
how I want to spend my life?” 

 
6. What does Existentialism help us to do? 
 

1. Question other people’s ideas and values. 
2. Be more open about ourselves. 
3. Trust our instincts. 
4. Spot fakes. 
5. Enjoy life more. 

 
7. What does Existentialism not help us to do? 
 

1. It may make us too trusting. 
2. It can be confusing. 
3. It may lead to despair. 



4. It may leave us feeling helpless and angry. 
5. It may be seriously disruptive. 

 
8. What would be the consequences for us if we igno red 
Existentialism as a method of enquiry in philosophy ? 
 

• Running the risk of living what the ancient Greek 
philosopher Socrates called “the unexamined life”, which is 
not worth living. Our lives may be full of activity , but we 
are likely to experience a certain flatness and sta leness. 
We may find ourselves, when we are older, feeling t hat life 
has passed us by. 

 
• Western societies believe technological progress co uld 

satisfy all human need, the price: social breakdown , 
violence, alienation and cynicism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 4 What of an African world? 
 
 
1. What does African philosophy have its roots in? 
 

• Spoken tradition 
 

2. When does written philosophy in Africa emerge? 
 

• In Sub-Sahara: mainly as part of the anti-colonial struggle 
and the challenges of post-colonial reconstruction.  

 
3. What distinguishes Western thought from African thought? 
 

• African thought puts the community  at the centre of life 
instead of the individual. It’s not simply the poli tical 
community but a vast, ever-expanding net of spiritu al, 
psychological, biological and emotional relations. It 
shares the earth with the unborn, the living spirit s of the 
dead, the earth, mountain and sky. 

 
• (It’s a holistic philosophy which shares certain id eas with 

Buddhist philosophy: it stresses the importance of human 
community and the community’s  place in the universe.)  

 
4. Where can we trace the earliest forms of written  African 
philosophy to? 
 

• The time of the pharaohs.  
 
5. Who was one of the earliest and best-known North  African 
philosophers? 
 

• St Augustine 
 

6. Give two examples of traditional African social and political 
communalism. 
 

• Scientific socialism 
 
• Black consciousness 

 
7. What methods of enquiry are employed by African philosophy? 
 

1. ethnic philosophy 
 
- “The philosophy of Africa” – it’s distinctive and  consists 
of the religious and moral beliefs of the continent  of Africa.   



 
- Because of vastness of Africa and diversity of pe oples, it 
cannot be simplified. It contains people’s views of  life and 
Africa’s ability to criticise its own traditions.  
 
- It looks at the whole experience of human beings.   

 
 
2. sage (wisdom) philosophy 
 
- Focuses on individuals in society who are known t o be wise 
or far-sighted and who can think critically. 
 
- Their views challenge the authority of the commun ity’s 
decision. 
 
- Western version of “wisdom” has been social criti cs and 
innovators. 
 
 
3. political philosophy 
 
- Africa’s political philosophy is unique.  
 
- The assumption is that it must be peculiarly Afri can, 
different from capitalist, socialist or communist p olitical 
philosophies.  
 
4. pure philosophy 
 
- Philosophy done by African philosopher in areas o f 
empiricism, critical rationalism and existentialism . 
 

 
8. Name the central ethical idea in traditional Afr ican 
philosophy and indicate what it means. 
 

• Ubuntu : is related to human happiness and well-being. It’ s 
usually translated in English as “humanity”.  A hum an being 
is a human being through other human beings. “I am because 
you are.” Ubuntu avoids the materialism of the west ern 
world. It recognises that the human self only exist s and 
develops in relationships with other persons. 

 
• Examples of caring, sharing, forgiveness and 

reconciliation : non-violent transition of SA from 
totalitarian state to a multi-party democracy. Comm itment 
to peaceful co-existence amongst ordinary South Afr icans 
despite their differences. There is no lust for rev enge, 
only a yearning for justice and the release from po verty 
and oppression.  

 



• ( Happiness, at least partially consists in living fo r 
others, in supporting each other. It’s an anti-
materialistic philosophy.) 

 
9. Name four proponents of African philosophy. 
 

1. Kwame Anthony Appiah 
2. Peter Bodunrin 
3. Amilcar Cabral 
4. Segun Gbadegesin 

 
 
 
 
10. What can African philosophy do? 
 

1.  Build communities. 
2.  Encourage human beings to be more humble. 
3.  Give us a deeper understanding of ourselves. 
4.  Help us appreciate mystery. 
5.  Re-examine the need for tradition in human life . 

 
11. Where does African philosophy fail? 
 

1.  It does not challenge power structures. 
2. To date, it seems to be unable to accept women a s men’s 
equals. 
3.  It does not encourage critical thinking. 
4.  It tends to ignore the needs of the individual person. 
5.  It tolerates cruel superstitious practices (e.g . burning 
of witches). 

 
12. What does African philosophy challenge? 
 

• It challenges the arrogance of the West and asks th e West 
to rethink its claims of cultural superiority. 

 
 
13. What would be the consequences for us if we ign ored African 
philosophy as a method of enquiry in philosophy? 
 

• If we ignore African philosophy, we are in a sense ignoring 
Africa. To do so would be to do some form of inner violence 
to ourselves, because as far as we can tell, the hu man race 
itself became human in Africa. 

 
• Africa is a huge continent that contains enormous n atural 

wealth and a growing human population. Africa is pa rt of 
the world’s socio-economic order and her philosophy  has an 
impact on that order. 

 
 
 



 
 
- African philosophy is essentially a form of exist entialism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 5 Can we change the world? 
 
1. What do we call the method of enquiry in philoso phy that 
wants to change or ‘beat the system’? 
 

• Critical Theory 
 

2. What is the most famous version of Critical Theo ry? 
 

• Marxism.  
 
• True Marxism wants to abolish all inequalities of w ealth 

and all social inequalities. We shall never experie nce 
happiness while we continue to be dominated by powe rful 
people and powerful economic systems that trap us. 

 
3. Name four people who promote(d) Critical Theory.  
 

1.  Jesus of Nazareth 
2.  Karl Marx 
3.  Guatama Buddha 
4.  Fidel Castro 

 
 
4. What philosophy claims that power structures do not only 
drive our economic and social life, but actually in fluence the 
way we think? 
 

• Critical Theory 
 
 
5. Describe four identifying characteristics that m ark the work 
of Critical  
Theorists. 
 

1.   
2.   



3.   
4.   

 
6. What does Critical Theory help us to do? 
 

1.  Realistically assess power. 
2.  Identify those who have power and those who don ’t. 
3.  Identify weaknesses in existing power relations . 
4.  Define our own, personal powers and weaknesses.  
5.  Re-examine our priorities. 
6.  Reassess our lives. 

 
7. Where does Critical Theory fail? 
 

1.  It can become fanatical. 
2.  It is sometimes too simplistic in its analysis of power. 
3.  It can be too idealistic. 
4.  It may lead to despair and violence. 
5.  It tends to ignore human emotions and desires. 
6. It can be a very grim philosophy. 

 
8. What do we call the method of enquiry in philoso phy that is 
concerned with the nature of systems? 
 

• Systems Theory 
 
9. How does Systems Theory see things? 
 
 
 
 
10. According to Systems Theory, how should we appr oach a 
problem? 
 
 
 
 
11.  Who is one of the most famous Systems Theorist s? 
 
 
 
 
12.  What would be the consequences for us if we ig nored 
Critical Theory as a method of enquiry in philosoph y? 
 

• We are likely to live our lives according to the wh ims and 
manipulations of these powerful structures. 

  
• Example: A businessman who cannot imagine any other  value 

system that capitalism will spend his entire life a s a 
workaholic, anxiously wondering if he will ever mak e 
‘enough’ money. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 6 Rethinking a woman’s world 
 
1. List four forms of Feminism 
 

1.  African feminism  (deals with whole question of western 
colonisation, gender and white male domination in A frica. 
 
2.  British and American feminism  (divided into first- and 
second-wave feminism) 
 
3.  European feminism  (more Marxist and/or existentialist than 
British and American feminism) 
 
4.  Islamic feminism  (focuses on the whole place of women in 
Islam and generally contends that Islam gives moral  and 
spiritual equality to men and women) 

 
2.  On what 3 issues do all forms of Feminism focus ? 
 

1.  sexual stereotyping 
2.  creating a bigger place for women in the world   
3.  rejecting the view that women are inferior to m en 

 
3.  What is African Feminism also referred to as? 
 

• “ the sisterhood of Africa”  
 
• It’s power comes from recognising and respecting th e 

multiplicity of perspectives that make up ‘feminism s’ in 
Africa. (A reaction against form of colonisation th at 
states feminism is a western cultural phenomenon.) 

 
4.  How does Black Women’s Studies in Africa interp ret Feminism? 
 

• As a method of enquiry, it has come to interpret fe minism 
as a western cultural phenomenon, under whose influ ence 
local women’s movements have challenged gender dime nsions 
of customary laws in arguing for social change.  



 
 
5.  What is the main criticism that African Feminis m levels at 
Western and European feminists? 
 

• For trying to speak for African women, denying them  the 
ability to voice their thoughts. Liberation depends  on the 
development of an independent feminist voice that w ill 
perpetuate the tradition of female involvement in A frican 
societal affairs. 

 
6.  What is meant by the politics of gender? 
 

• It’s the power relations between men and women, whi ch are 
structured around opposing notions of masculinity a nd 
femininity.  

 
 
7.  How do African Feminists generally view their r ole in 
relation to men? 
 

• As based on male-female comple-mentarity in overcom ing 
discrimination by means of more equitable gender re lations 
and changes in the sexual division of labour in soc iety. 

 
8.  On what theory do proponents of the women’s mov ement in 
Africa rely and what does this theory explore? 
 

• On post-colonial theory  – they have explored issues such as 
the construction of the “other”, and the unique per spective 
and experiences of colonised reaces and cultures. 

 
9.  What is the ‘triple layer of oppression’ identi fied by 
African Feminism? 
 
Oppressions created by: 

1. colonial  
2. western patriarchal and 
3.  African patriarchal cultures 

 
10. What does patriarchal fundamentalism claim?   
 

• The universe was created and is ruled by a male god  who 
created men in his image to worship him. Everything  else is 
non-divine and belongs to the class of animals, wom en 
included. 

 
11.  Name any four proponents of Black Women’s Stud ies in 
Africa. 
 

1.  Amina Mama 
2.  Maria Nzomo 
3.  Philomina Okeko 



4.  Catherine Odora Hoppers 
 
12.  What does ‘First Wave Feminism’ claim? 
 

• That women should be given the right to vote and th at women 
should be equal before the law. 

 
13.  With what methods of enquiry in philosophy doe s ‘First Wave 
Feminism’ have links with and why? 
 

1.  Critical rationalism  , which questions traditioin 
  
2.  Critcal theory  , which challenges all forms of power 
 
3.  Empiricism , which asks us to look at reality objectively, 
including social reality. 
  

14.  What does ‘Second Wave Feminism’ claim? 
 

1.  Women are people in their own right . 
2.  Women should reject men’s definitions of what m akes a 
woman valuable . 
3.  Women should not make defensive  claims to “equality with 
men”. If anything, women are superior to men. 
4.  Women’s happiness  does not depend on having a romantic or 
marital relationship with a man. Women create their  own 
happiness. 
5.  Women have a right to control their own fertility , 
including abortion on demand. Abortion is a women’s  issue and 
no man has the right to pronounce on it.  

 
15. With what methods of enquiry in philosophy does  ‘Second Wave 
Feminism’ have links and why? 
 

1.  critical rationalism , because it question the status quo 
 
2.  critical theory , it radically challenges the status quo 
 
3.  African philosophy  attempts to ‘decolonise’ the effects of 
domination by white males 
 
4.  logical empiricism , feminism precisely defines the 
problems women face 
 
5.  empiricism , it looks, scientifically, at the actual 
biological differences between men and women. 

 
16. Name four people who promote ‘Second Wave Femin ism’. 
 

1.  Kate Millett (political philosopher) 
2.  Marilyn French (novelist and feminist theorist)  
3.  Naomi Wolf (feminist theorist) 
4.  Mary Daly (feminist theologian) 



 
17. What can ‘Second Wave Feminism’ do? 
 
18. Where does ‘Second Wave Feminism’ fail? 
 
19. What 2 claims does Feminism make in general? 
 
20. What would be the consequences for us if we ign ored Feminism 
as a method of enquiry in philosophy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


