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Dear Student 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 

We would like to welcome you to this module. We hope you will find the contents of the module 

interesting and, more important perhaps, that the module will give you a new understanding of 

education and broaden your personal horizons. 

 

We want you to regard this module as a journey of discovery – a journey that may well take you 

into the unknown. Although this journey may prove exciting, it may also make you feel very 

anxious at times. There may even be occasions when you feel totally lost, but do not give up --- 

even if you start to feel that you have taken on something that is just too difficult. We are here to 

help you and give you the support and guidance you need.  

 

Education, as one of the human and social sciences, is affected by a number of philosophical 

perspectives, each with its own particular theoretical framework. In order to understand our own 

practice and theorising in education better, we need to be familiar with the basic ideas that 

characterise each of these philosophical perspectives which, to varying degrees, affect 

educational discourse. Working within one perspective, which is accepted as a regulating frame 

of reference, has certain advantages. Such a perspective will be well tested, and any research 

undertaken will fit into an existing system of meaning, gaining much from the common 

perspective and, one hopes, enriching it.  

 

Another possibility is to move freely between the various perspectives, learning from all of them 

and using whatever seems helpful and valuable, but one should always be careful of a form of 

superficial eclecticism. Of course, we are not condemned either to be imprisoned in a single 

perspective or to flit from one position to another. The important thing is the wealth of insight we 

may gain from exposure to more than one perspective and to be on the lookout for possible 

points of convergence that may help us to pursue our critical task in a more meaningful way. 

 

In the light of what we have said, this module will deal with 

 

 the relationship between philosophy, theory and practice in the human and social sciences 

 

 philosophical perspectives in the human and social sciences 

 

 the effect of philosophical perspectives on contemporary themes and issues of concern in 

the human and social sciences 

 

1.1 Tutorial matter 

 

The tutorial matter for this module includes the following: 

 

 Tutorial letters 

 The study guide 

 The prescribed book (to be bought) 
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Items not available at the time of registration will be posted to you as soon as possible, but are 

also available on myUnisa. 

 

2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES   

2.1 Purpose 

If you have kept up with the educational debate in recent times, you will know that 

philosophical thinking about education in South Africa is fragmented.  A number of South 

African educationists work with Marxist and neo-Marxist models, others work in the more 

general context of what may loosely be termed “democratic liberalism”, and still others in the 

context of an analytic philosophy of education. Another group of educationists practise 

education as a science (pedagogics) in terms of a fundamental pedagogical approach. 

 

There is, therefore, a need to formulate, or at least to begin formulating, a new discourse 

(“discourse” is another word for “discussion”) in education. 

 

The educational discourse we have in mind will almost certainly be initiated in the context of 

more than one particular view of education. This discussion, if it is to have any credibility at all, 

will have to take account of the effect of race, class, gender and power on one's personal 

educational experience. 

 

This educational discourse will among other things focus on  

 

 teaching as an empowering practice 

 learning as an empowering practice 

 the way knowledge is constructed in human society 

 fostering a common public discourse on education that is open to all 

 

People cannot be empowered if they are caught up in ways of thinking that work to oppress 

them, or if they do not have access to knowledge. It is essential that our discourse about 

education is open to all. In the past, discussion about education was mostly limited to the 

“experts”, those with specialist academic qualifications and those in positions of authority in 

government. One of our main aims in this module is to help you realise that there are many 

voices speaking about education. None of these voices should be regarded as “right” or 

“wrong”. You have as much right to be heard as anyone else. 

 

To be able to join meaningfully in the education discussion, you need to be thoroughly familiar 

with the various philosophical perspectives discussed in the prescribed book and how these 

relate to education. A philosophical perspective provides the underlying theoretical 

framework to view and construct our world, and determines the way we think and act, 

including the way we think and act in education. 

 



 

5 

 

 

As you work through this module you will be introduced to a number of different philosophical 

perspectives. These perspectives may be new to you and may be used to assess contemporary 

issues in education critically. Studying the content of the prescribed book will also help you 

develop an awareness of the relationship between education and the context in which 

knowledge and understanding are created and shared. 

 

2.2 Outcomes 

It is important for us to indicate what we want to achieve in this module, because our 

expectations determine the very nature of the module. 

 

In this module we intend to  

 

 provide you with the concepts and vocabulary you need to critically assess the claims 

that are made about the nature and aims of education and teaching  

 provide you with the conceptual tools and experience you need for creative and 

independent thought 

 help you develop an understanding of the relationship between education and the 

context in which knowledge is created 

 expose you to a problem-centred approach to educational discourse 

 encourage you to interact critically with contemporary issues in education 

 

As a learner, your part is to do the following: 

 

 Carefully read through and interact with the content of your prescribed book by working 

through the set of self-study questions included in this tutorial letter. 

 Identify the main ideas in your prescribed book by  

 

 distinguishing fact from opinion 

 distinguishing argument from illustration 

 prioritising ideas according to significance or other criterion  

 identifying the main characteristics or ideas of the various philosophical 

perspectives 

 

 Commit the main ideas to memory by acquiring an overview of the characteristics of a 

range of philosophical perspectives. 

 Reflect on issues concerned with the main ideas of several philosophical perspectives.  

 

We hope that you, as a learner, will become able to generate a rudimentary structure or 

framework that enables you to develop your own knowledge base with respect to a set of 

theoretical frameworks in the human and social sciences. 
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3 LECTURER(S) AND CONTACT DETAILS 

 
3.1 Lecturer(s) 

Prof LG Higgs 

AJH van der Walt Building  

Floor 6 Room 51 

Tel no: 012 429 4733 

E-mail: higgslg@unisa.ac.za 

 

Dr MM Letseka 

AJH van der Walt Building 

Floor 6 Room 91 

Tel:  012 429 4774 

E-mail: letsemm@unisa.ac.za  

 

Prof E Venter 

AJH van der Walt Building 

Floor 6 Room 47 

Tel: 012 429 4751 

E-mail: ventee1@unisa.ac.za 

 

3.2 Department  

Departmental Secretary: Ms D Ndala 

AJH van der Walt Building   

Floor 6 Room 82 

Tel:  012 429 6009 

E-mail: ndaladn1@unisa.ac.za 

 

3.3 University 

When you write to the University, always provide your student number and module code at the 

top of the letter. You may enclose more than one letter in an envelope, but do not address 

enquiries to different departments (e.g. Despatch and Library Services) in the same letter. 

Instead, please write to each department separately and mark each letter clearly for the 

attention of that department. 

 

mailto:higgslg@unisa.ac.za
mailto:letsemm@unisa.ac.za
mailto:ventee1@unisa.ac.za
mailto:ndaladn1@unisa.ac.za
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If you wish to contact the University by letter, address all correspondence to  

 

 The Registrar (Academic) 

PO Box 392 

UNISA 

0003 

 

    Physical address: 

    Preller Street 

    Muckleneuk 

    Pretoria  

    City of Tshwane 

 

Telephonic enquiries about administrative matters should be addressed to the department 

concerned.  Consult the brochure Study @ Unisa. Use only the telephone number given in the 

inventory for enquiries. 

 

4 RESOURCES 

4.1 Prescribed books 

Higgs, P & Smith, J. 2015. Rethinking our world. 4th edition. Cape Town: Juta  

 

Please consult the list of official booksellers and their addresses in the brochure Study @ Unisa. 

If you have any difficulties in obtaining books from these bookshops, please contact the 

Prescribed Book Section as soon as possible at telephone number 012 429 4152 or at e-mail 

vospresc@unisa.ac.za. 

 

4.1.1 Study guide 

Please consult Addendum 1 (at the end of this tutorial letter) which refers to the correct page 

numbers in the prescribed book. 

4.2 Recommended books 

 

There are no recommended books for this module. 

 

4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 

 

There are no e-Reserves for this module. 

 

4.4 Library services and resources information  

For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies  

 

For detailed information, go to http://www.unisa.ac.za/library.  For research support and 

services of personal librarians, click on "Research support". 

mailto:vospresc@unisa.ac.za
http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
http://www.unisa.ac.za/library
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The library has compiled a number of library guides: 

 finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad 

 requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 

 postgraduate information services – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

 finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in doing research – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills 

 how to contact the library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions – 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  

 

Important information appears in your brochure, Study @ Unisa.  

 

6 STUDY PLAN 

Use the Study @ Unisa brochure for general time management and planning skills. Study @ 

Unisa contains valuable information on where to begin with your studies.  

We suggest that you note the closing dates for all the assignments you have to submit this year 

and plan your studies around those dates. 

 

Period Activity 

Semester 1 

January 2018 

 

Semester 2 

July 2018 

 Familiarise yourself with the study material by scanning 

through the study guide.  

 Start with Assignment 01.  

 Introduce yourself to us and your fellow students at the 

discussion forum on myUnisa.  

Semester 1 

February 2018 

 

Semester 2 

August 2018 

 Study the prescribed reading for Assignment 01. 

 Remember to participate in the discussion forum on myUnisa 

at least once. 

 Complete and submit Assignment 01 before or on 1 March 

(Semester 1) or 20 August (Semester 2). 

Semester 1 

March 2018 

 

Semester 2 

September 2018 

 Complete and submit Assignment 02 before or on 03 April 

(semester 1) or 03 September (semester 2).  

 Remember to participate in the discussion forum on myUnisa 

at least once. 

  

Semester 1  Complete Assignment 03 and the self-study questions, but 

http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
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April 2018 

 

Semester 2 

September/October 

2018 

do not submit the answers.  

 Remember to participate in the discussion forum on myUnisa 

at least once. 

Semester 1 

May/June 2018 

 

Semester 2 

September/October 

2018 

 Preparing for the examination  

 

7 PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 

 

There are no practicals for this module. 

 

8 ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Assessment criteria 

It is important to acquire knowledge in order to be able to reflect critically on your own teaching 

practice and contemporary issues in education. Knowledge is an essential part of education.  

 

In the light of the above statement, the assessment in this module will focus on your ability to: 

 

 acquire a reasonable knowledge base in respect of a number of philosophical 

perspectives and their particular theoretical frameworks 

 develop information-processing skills 

 identify the main ideas and proponents related to the various philosophical perspectives 

 commit information to memory 

 Identify different philosophical ideas on the nature of education, schooling, teaching and 

learning, human development and the role of policy in society 

 Identify those key philosophical ideas that would need to be present in a philosophy of 

education that best suits the South African context. 

 

8.2 Assessment plan 

In order to complete the assignments successfully, you will have to read your prescribed book 

and study guide carefully, reflectively and systematically. Also, when you prepare to complete 

your assignments, do not neglect to answer the self-study questions as they are based on the 

content of your prescribed book. Start at the first chapter of the prescribed text, then move on to 

the second and so on. 

Students should ultimately be able to generate a rudimentary structure or framework that 

enables them to develop their own knowledge base for a set of theoretical frameworks in the 

human and social sciences.  This objective will be achieved by means of the following: 
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Formative assessment 

 

 multiple-choice questions (Assignment 01, compulsory assignment) 

 written form for assessment (essay-type question) (Assignment 02, compulsory 

assignment) 

 self-assessment (paragraph-type question) (Assignment 03, self-assessed assignment) 

 self-study questions on each chapter 
 

Assignment 01 must be submitted for admission to write the examination. Assignments 01 and 

02 will contribute 20% to your final examination mark. 

 

Summative assessment 

 

 Examination 

 

The examination will contribute 80% to your final mark. 

 

Feedback on assignments will be sent in a tutorial letter after the submission dates of your 

assignments. This tutorial letter will also contain guidelines for examination preparation. 

 

8.3 Assignment numbers 

8.3.1 General assignment numbers 

Assignments are numbered consecutively per module, starting from 01. You have three 

assignments for this module, of which two assignments are compulsory (Assignments 01 and 

02) and one assignment is optional (Assignment 03). 

 

8.3.2 Unique assignment numbers 

 

Each assignment has a unique number which should be indicated on the cover page as well as 

the mark-reading sheet (if applicable for multiple choice questions). The number comes with the 

assignment. 

 

8.4 Assignment due dates 

 

Due dates for both semesters come with the assignments. 

 

8.5 Submission of assignments 

 
You may submit assignments either by post or electronically via myUnisa. Assignments may 

not be submitted by fax or e-mail.  

Please send your assignments in the Unisa assignment covers to the following address: 
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Assignment Section 

PO Box 392 

UNISA 

0003 

South Africa 

 

myUnisa 

If you have access to the internet, you can quickly access resources and information at the 

University.  The myUnisa learning management system is Unisa's online campus that helps you 

to communicate with your lecturers, other students, and the administrative departments of 

Unisa.  

 

To go to the myUnisa website, start on the main Unisa website, http://www.unisa.ac.za, and 

then click on the “Login to myUnisa” link on the right-hand side of the screen. This should take 

you to the myUnisa website. You can also go there directly by typing in http://my.unisa.ac.za.  

 

To submit an assignment via myUnisa: 

 

 Go to myUnisa. 

 Log in with your student number and password. 

 Select the module from the orange bar. 

 Click on “Assignments” in the left-hand menu. 

 Click on the assignment number you want to submit. 

 Follow the instructions. 

 

8.6 The assignments 

SELF-STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

We have compiled a set of self-study questions on each of the chapters in your prescribed 

book. Work through these questions systematically by recording your answers in a workbook of 

your own for future reference and for study purposes. Your assignments and the examination 

will inter alia be based on these questions and it is therefore advisable to give the questions 

your serious attention. You need not submit answers to these questions. 

 

CHAPTER 2: Asking questions: challenging what the world tells us 

 

(1) What do we call the method of enquiry in philosophy that is concerned with “questioning 

and open-mindedness”? 

(2) Name four theorists who promoted critical rationalism.  

(3) Describe five characteristics that identify critical rationalists. 

(4) What does critical rationalism help us to do? 

(5) What can critical rationalism not help us with? 

(6) In trying to establish the truth, what does 

 empiricism focus on?  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/
http://my.unisa.ac.za/
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 critical rationalism focus on? 

(7) From which ancient philosophy did critical rationalism originate? 

(8) What would the consequences for us be if we ignored critical rationalism as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

(9) Name the types of false argument, explain them, and give an example of each. 

 

CHAPTER 3: How in the world can we give our lives meaning? 

 

(1) What is the method of enquiry in philosophy that is concerned with the question, “What is 

the meaning of life”? 

(2) Name four thinkers who promote(d) existentialism. 

(3) Which method of enquiry in philosophy claims that there is no purpose in life? 

(4) What problem does black existentialism focus on? 

(5) Describe three main ideas in the teachings of existentialists. 

(6) What does existentialism help us to do? 

(7) What does existentialism not help us to do? 

(8) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored existentialism as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

(9) Explain the concept of “nihilism”. 

 

CHAPTER 4: What of an African world? 

 

(1) What does African philosophy have its roots in? 

(2) When did written philosophy in Africa emerge? 

(3) What distinguishes Western thought from African thought? 

(4) Where can we trace the earliest forms of written African philosophy to? 

(5) Who was one of the earliest and best-known North African philosophers? 

(6) Give two examples of traditional African social and political communalism. 

(7) What methods of enquiry are used in African philosophy? 

(8) Name the central ethical idea in traditional African philosophy and describe what it 

means. 

(9) Name four proponents of African philosophy. 

(10) What can African philosophy do? 

(11) Where does African philosophy fail? 

(12) What does African philosophy challenge? 

(13) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored African philosophy as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

 

CHAPTER 5: Can we change our world? 

 

(1) What do we call the method of enquiry in philosophy that wants to change or “beat” the 

system? 

(2) What is the most famous version of critical theory? 

(3) Name four theorists who promote(d) critical theory. 

(4) Which philosophy claims that power structures not only drive our economic and social 

lives, but actually affect the way we think? 
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(5) Describe four identifying characteristics that mark the work of critical theorists. 

(6) What does critical theory help us to do? 

(7) Where does critical theory fail? 

(8) What do we call the method of enquiry in philosophy that is concerned with the nature of 

systems? 

(9) How does systems theory see things? 

(10) According to systems theory, how should we approach a problem? 

(11) Who is one of the most famous systems theorists? 

(12) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored critical theory as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

 

CHAPTER 6: Rethinking a woman’s world 

 

(1) List four forms of feminism. 

(2) On which three issues do all forms of feminism focus? 

(3) What is African feminism also called? 

(4) How do black women’s studies in Africa interpret feminism? 

(5) What is the main criticism African feminism levels at Western and European feminists? 

(6) What is meant by the “politics of gender”? 

(7) How do African feminists generally view their role in relation to men? 

(8) On which theory do proponents of the women’s movement in Africa rely and what does 

this theory explore? 

(9) What is the “triple layer of oppression” identified by African feminism? 

(10) What does “patriarchal fundamentalism” claim? 

(11) Name four proponents of black women’s studies in Africa. 

(12) What does “first-wave feminism” argue for? 

(13) With which methods of enquiry in philosophy does “‘first-wave feminism” have links and 

why? 

(14) What does feminism in general claim? 

(15) With which methods of enquiry in philosophy does feminism in general have links and 

why? 

(16) Which two claims does feminism make in general? 

(17) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored feminism as a method of enquiry 

in philosophy? 

 

CHAPTER 7: Who in the world am I? 

 

(1) Which method of enquiry in philosophy asks us to reflect on ourselves and the world in 

which we live?  

(2) Name four thinkers who promote(d) phenomenology. 

(3) Which method of enquiry in philosophy claims that human beings and the world 

continuously interact with each other?  

(4) Which method of enquiry in philosophy claims that we have to “connect with the real 

world”? 

(5) Which method of enquiry in philosophy claims that if I am to be real, I need to have deep 

emotional connections with at least one other human being? 



 

14 

(6) Name the three categories into which phenomenology can be classified.  

(7) What does phenomenology claim as most dangerous?   

(8) What does “falsity” include? Give examples. 

(9) What does phenomenology help us to do? 

(10) Where does phenomenology fail? 

(11) What does phenomenology consider our biggest challenge? 

(12) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored phenomenology as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

 

SEMESTER 1 

 

ASSIGNMENT 01 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (COMPULSORY)  

 

This assignment is based on chapters 1 to 9 of your prescribed book. We suggest that you 

carefully study chapters 1 to 9 in your prescribed book and work through the self-study 

questions on these chapters before you attempt to do Assignment 01. In each instance, 

select the most appropriate answer from the options provided. 

 

Guidelines for answering multiple-choice questions 

 

We have set multiple-choice questions on chapters 1 to 9. These questions cover the core 

aspects of these chapters.  We believe that you need a broad overview of the subject matter to 

develop a reasonable knowledge of all the philosophical perspectives pertaining to the human 

and social sciences. 

 

Each question has only one correct answer. Use your prescribed book and the study guide, and 

refer to your answers to the self-study questions in order to find the answers to the multiple-

choice questions. This multiple-choice assignment should be answered on a mark-reading 

sheet (included in the package you received on registration). Study the brochure, Study @ 

Unisa for information on how to use and complete a mark-reading sheet. This assignment is 

marked by computer on a specific date and no extension for submission can be given. 

Please remember to enter the unique number of the assignment on your mark-reading sheet.  

 

Hints 

 Begin by answering the question without looking at the alternatives from which you have 

to choose the correct answer. 

 All the suggested answers may well seem equally acceptable to you, but try to prevent 

any doubt from entering your mind by deciding on an answer on your own first and then 

look for an answer among the alternatives that agrees with yours. 

 When you consider the alternative answers, always read the question in full, together 

with the given alternative, to test the correctness of the full statement. 

 

Closing date:  01 March 2018 

Pass mark:   50% 

Unique number:  729558 
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In each instance, select the most appropriate answer from the options provided. 

QUESTION 1 

Linguistic analysis is concerned with which one of the following questions?  

 

1. What is the meaning of this word or sentence?  

2. Why are we alive? 

3. Who is God? 

4. How can we find happiness? 

 

QUESTION 2 

Linguistic analysis, logical symbolism and empiricism together form the philosophy that 

is known as … . 

 

1. Critical theory 

2. Critical rationalism 

3. Hermeneutics 

4. Logical empiricism   

 

QUESTION 3 

What is based on the empirical belief that what is true is confirmed or disproved by 

sense experience? 

 

1. Linguistics 

2. Modern science   

3. Philosophy 

4. Feminism 

 

QUESTION 4 

In its search for the truth, critical rationalism tends to focus on … . 

 

1. clarifying the purpose of life within social groups 

2. identifying the influence of power structures 

3. identifying error and falsity in human endeavours  

4. questioning the meaning and significance of grammar 

 

QUESTION 5 

One of the benefits of espousing Critical Rationalism is that … . 

 

1. it encourages us to examine our own opinions more carefully  

2. it enables us to examine that which is false and unreliable 

3. it helps us to resist scientific arrogance and domination 

4. it provides us with a deeper understanding of ourselves and our world 
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QUESTION 6 

An important benefit in espousing Existentialism is that it … . 

 

1. encourages us to become more open about ourselves  

2. allows us to test the truth of particular claims 

3. builds a sense of community among diverse people 

4. helps us to examine the quality of our lives 

 

QUESTION 7 

Existentialism, as a theoretical framework, benefits us in that it … . 

 

1. identifies those who have power and those who do not 

2. provides equal status to all cultures and both genders 

3. assists us in leading less stress-related lives 

4. encourages us to question other people's ideas and values  

 

QUESTION 8 

The method of enquiry adopted by African Philosophy includes the use of? 

 

1. sage, ethnic and political methods of enquiry  

2. Critical Theory together with African Philosophy 

3. African Philosophy from the Taoist teachings 

4. Ideological teachings on Ujuumaa from Egypt 

QUESTION 9 

African Philosophy, in its search for truth, focuses on concerns relating to ….?  

 

1. questions of meaning and their significance 

2. the empowerment of individuals 

3. the establishment of an African identity  

4. thinking logically, cohesively and clearly 

 

QUESTION 10 

Which of the following is an important characteristic of Critical Theory? 

 

1. It claims that all forms of power are oppressive. 

2. It claims that all forms of power are impressive. 

3. It claims that all forms of power are repressive. 

4. It claims that all forms of power are desirable. 

QUESTION 11 

Which of the following does Critical Theory allow us to do? 

 

1. It helps us to realistically assess power structures.  

2. It helps us to unrealistically assess power structures. 

3. It helps us to realistically assess social structures. 

4. It helps us to realistically assess political structures. 
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QUESTION 12 

Feminism provides researchers with many benefits, one of which is … . 

 

1. questioning that claims of rigid moralities 

2. helping people to become more tolerant of each other 

3. giving women courage and significant moral power  

4. becoming more sensitive to the natural laws of the universe 

QUESTION 13 

“A theoretical framework which can investigate and analyse the impact of gender on 

human and social interaction”.  Which method of enquiry does this statement refer to? 

 

1. Feminism  

2. Empiricism 

3. African Philosophy 

4. Phenomenology 

Question 14 

Which philosophy asserts that the biggest challenge facing human beings is our need to 

confront ourselves in all our ambiguity and complexity? 

 

1. Modernism 

2. Phenomenology  

3. Postmodernism 

4. Hermeneutics 

 

Question 15 

Which of the following questions would a phenomenologist ask? 

 

1. Who am I?  

2. Who's in power? 

3. Who is there? 

4. Who is speaking? 

 

Question 16 

A significant characteristic of Hermeneutics relates to its emphasis on … . 

 

1. the importance of listening and observation  

2. a re-assessment of the way in which we see ourselves 

3. establishing truth by verifying our sensory experiences 

4. questioning the existing social and political systems 
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Question 17 

Hermeneutics can be characterised by a concern for … . 

 

1. the search for our place in the universe 

2. the individual creating own meaning  

3. the discovery of objective truth 

4. clarifying values that underpin science 

 

Question 18 

The methods of enquiry used by Postmodernists include … . 

 

1. Critical Theory and Hermeneutics 

2. Critical Rationalism and Phenomenology 

3. Empiricism and Existentialism 

4. Hermeneutics and Phenomenology  

 

Question 19 

An important characteristics of Postmodernism relates to its … . 

 

1. concern with the search for our link to and place in the universe 

2. challenging the claims of the West with respect to its cultural superiority 

3. problem solving strategies involving clarity in thinking and open discussion 

4. questioning the value and value-systems that underpin science and technology   

 

Question 20 

Postmodernism is beneficial to researchers in that it enables them to: 

 

1. re-examine the need for tradition in life 

2. identify the structure of power relations 

3. respect the natural laws of the universe 

4. question the claims of a rigid morality  

 

ASSIGNMENT 02 (ESSAY - COMPULSORY)  

Closing date:   03 April 2018  

Pass mark:   50% 

Unique number: 801459 

 

Answer the question below in essay format in not more than two typed pages.  

Use the following headings: 

 

Systems theory and Critical theory both have to do with “Systems”.  Write an essay on this 

statement and structure your essay as follows: 

1. Introduction in which you define Systems theory and Critical theory  (5) 

2. Body:  Write this section with the help of the questions below: 
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 Discuss how Systems theory perceives the nature of systems (10) 

 Identify one of the most famous Systems theorists and discuss his theory of living  

organisms  (4) 

 Identify a form of Systems theory that helps us to understand ourselves and 

describe what this form of Systems theory sets out to do  (6) 

 Discuss how Critical theory perceives the nature of systems  (10) 

 Identify a French Critical theorist who was concerned with the power of institutions 

such as schools, churches and the corporate world of business and discuss why 

he was concerned with the power of institutions such as schools, churches and the 

corporate world of business  (6) 

 Identify an African Zulu shaman who enacted the tradition of Critical theorists and, 

what he pledged to expose.  (4) 

3. Conclusion in which you indicate your preference for either Systems theory or Critical 

theory and indicate the reason for your preference.  (5) 

 

4. Bibliography 

 

 Example of your bibliography, which should be in alphabetical order: 

 

 Higgs, P & Smith, J. 2000. Rethinking our world. Cape Town: Juta.  

 

Waghid, Y & Le Grange, L. 2004. Imaginaries on democratic education and change. 

Stellenbosch: SAARDHE.  

 (TOTAL 50 X 2 = 100%) 

 

SEMESTER 2 

 

ASSIGNMENT 01 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (COMPULSORY)  

 

This assignment is based on chapters 1 to 9 of your prescribed book. We suggest that you 

carefully study chapters 1 to 9 in your prescribed book and work through the self-study 

questions on these chapters before you attempt to do Assignment 01. In each instance, select 

the most appropriate answer from the options provided. 

 

Guidelines for answering multiple-choice questions 

 

We have set multiple-choice questions on chapters 1 to 9. These questions cover the core 

aspects of these chapters.  We believe that you need a broad overview of the subject matter to 

develop a reasonable knowledge of all the philosophical perspectives pertaining to the human 

and social sciences. 
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Each question has only one correct answer. Use your prescribed book and the study guide, and 

refer to your answers to the self-study questions in order to find the answers to the multiple-

choice questions. This multiple-choice assignment should be answered on a mark-reading 

sheet (included in the package you received on registration).  Study the brochure, Study @ 

Unisa for information on how to use and complete a mark-reading sheet. This assignment is 

marked by computer on a specific date and no extension for submission can be given. 

Please remember to enter the unique number of the assignment on your mark-reading sheet.  

 

Hints 

 Begin by answering the question without looking at the alternatives from which you have 

to choose the correct answer. 

 All the suggested answers may well seem equally acceptable to you, but try to prevent 

any doubt from entering your mind by deciding on an answer on your own first and then 

look for an answer among the alternatives that agrees with yours. 

 When you consider the alternative answers, always read the question in full, together 

with the given alternative, to test the correctness of the full statement. 

 

Closing date:   20 August 2018 

Pass mark:   50% 

Unique number:  764113 

In each instance, select the most appropriate answer from the options provided. 

 

QUESTION 1 

What is based on the empirical belief that what is true is confirmed or disproved by 

sense experience? 
 

1. Linguistics 

2. Modern science  

3. Philosophy 

4. Feminism 

 

QUESTION 2 

Empiricists ask the following question: 

 

1. How can I be happy? 

2. Who is my neighbour? 

3. How do I know that something is true?   

4. Why am I poor? 
 

QUESTION 3 

Two of the most important sources of truth for empiricism are … . 

 

1. direct experience and intuition 

2. intuition and logical facts 

3. logical facts and the senses 

4. the senses and direct experience   
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QUESTION 4 

Both Empiricism and Critical Rationalism … . 

 

1. emphasise freedom of expression 

2. search for the truth 

3. avoid objectivity 

4. emphasise the role of values 

 

QUESTION 5 

One of the benefits of espousing Critical Rationalism is that … . 

 

1. it encourages us to examine our own opinions more carefully  

2. it enables us to examine that which is false and unreliable 

3. it helps us to resist scientific arrogance and domination 

4. it provides us with a deeper understanding of ourselves and our world 

 

QUESTION 6 

Critical Rationalism benefits us in that … . 
 

1. it encourages us to respect the natural laws of the universe 

2. it allows us to be more tolerant and understanding of others  

3. it helps us to resist the demands and expectations of others 

4. it enables us to define our own strengths and weaknesses 

 

QUESTION 7 

An important limitation of Existentialism as a theoretical framework is … . 
 

1. its excessive emphasis on the natural sciences 

2. that it tends to make us too trusting  

3. that it is overly and excessively idealistic 

4. that it cannot help us to act decisively 

 

QUESTION 8 

Indicate the correct statement about what a Nihilist is. It is a person who … . 
 

1. believes that life has no meaning  

2. believes that life is beautiful 

3. believes that life has meaning 

4. believes that life is worth living 
 

QUESTION 9 

The essential problem addressed by African Philosophy refers to? 
 

1. the exposition of error in the search for the truth 

2. the placement of the African world in perspective  

3. the search of indubitable objective truth 

4. the need to rethink our belief in technology 
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QUESTION 10 

One of the benefits of espousing an African philosophical perspective relates to?  

 

1. the identification of those who have power and those who do not 

2. the encouragement of human beings to show greater humility  

3. its capacity to allow us to question those in authority 

4. the discovery of our own hidden, creative and artistic abilities 
 

QUESTION 11 

Which of the following concerns does Critical Theory focus on in its search for truth? 
 

1. A concern about who we are as individuals and our place in society. 

2. A concern with clear and precise thinking to arrive at the truth. 

3. A concern with the identification of error and falsity in investigation. 

4. A concern with the influence of power structures on human existence.  
 

QUESTION 12 

The essential problem addressed by Critical Theory is … . 
 

1. how to change the system and the world into a better place  

2. how to place gender and race issues into  a proper perspective 

3. how to expose error in our search for indubitable truth 

4. how to understand and discover meaning in social existence 

 

QUESTION 13 

Individuals have certain innate human rights. Which philosophical position does this 

statement refer to? 
 

1. Phenomenology 

2. Feminism  

3. Empiricism 

4. Existentialism 
 

QUESTION 14 

First Wave Feminism has links with which of the following methods of enquiry?  
 

1. Critical Theory and Critical Rationalism  

2. Logical Empiricism and Hermeneutics 

3. Phenomenology and Logical Empiricism 

4. Empiricism and Existentialism 

 

Question 15 

Which of the following questions would you associate with Phenomenology? 

 

1. Who and what is my fraternity? 

2. Who and what is my responsibility? 

3. Who and what is my community?  

4. Who and what is my congregation? 
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Question 16 

Which of the following does Phenomenology allow us to do?  It gives us ... . 

 

1. an increased understanding and assessment of ourselves  

2. an increased understanding and assessment of others 

3. an increased understanding and assessment of examinations 

4. an increased understanding and assessment of God 

 

Question 17 

By using the skills that Hermeneutics gives us we are able to … . 

 

1. reject false value systems that confront us in society  

2. resist societal pressures that focus on functionality 

3. examine our own opinions more accurately and carefully 

4. discover our own hidden, creative and artistic abilities  

 

Question 18 

'A person's happiness is linked with her own creativity and cultural context.' Which 

philosophy does this statement relate to? 

 

1. Phenomenology 

2. Existentialism 

3. Hermeneutics  

4. Logical Empiricism 

 

Question 19 

Which philosophy would make the claim that 'Science has improved the lives of human 

beings.'? 

 

1. Modernism 

2. Critical Rationalism 

3. Logical Empiricism 

4. Empiricism 

 

Question 20 

'The quality of our lives can be reassessed.'  Which philosophy does this idea relate to? 

 

1. Postmodernism  

2. Modernism 

3. Empiricism 

4. Logical Empiricism 
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ASSIGNMENT 02 (ESSAY - COMPULSORY)  

 

Closing date:  03 September 2018 

Pass mark:   50% 

Unique number: 709313 

 

Answer the question below in essay format in not more than two typed pages.  

Use the following headings: 

 

You are a language teacher for Grade 10.  You are a critical rationalist and want to apply the 

basic ideas of the philosophical framework in your class.  You decide to hold a debate about the 

death penalty. Discuss how you will use the basic tenets of Critical Rationalism to do that. Keep 

the following in mind: 

 

1. Introduction 

Give a definition of Critical Rationalism (3) 

Explain the history of Critical Rationalism (2) 

 

2. Content 

Discuss the idea of open-mindedness in this scenario. (3) 

How will anti-dogmatic thinking help the class to come to a conclusion? (3) 

How will democracy feature in a class discussion like in this scenario? (3) 

Describe how the idea of falsification will help to come to an acceptable outcome in the debate?(3) 

 

3. Conclusion 

 Give five ways in which critical rationalism can help us.  (5) 

 

4. Bibliography  

 

 Example of your bibliography, which should be in alphabetical order: 

 

 Higgs, P & Smith, J. 2000. Rethinking our world. Cape Town: Juta.  

 

Waghid, Y & Le Grange, L. 2004. Imaginaries on democratic education and change. 

Stellenbosch: SAARDHE.  

 

 (TOTAL 25 X 4 = 100%) 

 

The next assignment (Assignment 03) is a self-assessed assignment for examination 

preparation purposes.  Do not submit this assignment. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 03     

 

Self-assessed 

 

This assignment is based on chapters 1, 8 and 9 of your prescribed book. 
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This is an optional assignment but we encourage you to complete it.  Assignment 03 covers 

material that forms part of your examination.  

 

This is a self-assessment assignment and no mark will be allocated to it.  Do not submit the 

assignment to us.  You will receive a memorandum for this assignment in a tutorial letter soon 

after the closing date for the assignment. 

 

CHAPTER 1 

 

Thinking clearly and learning from experience:  the beginning of our new world 

 

(1) Which method of enquiry in philosophy is concerned with finding the exact meaning of 

words? 

(2) Who were the most popular exponents of linguistic analysis? 

(3) Which philosophy claims that if we fail to solve a problem, no matter how hard we try, we 

are dealing with a meaningless set of words? 

(4) On whose thinking was linguistic analysis based? 

(5) What did Russell and Ayer focus on in their work? 

(6) Who moved away from supporting linguistic analysis because of his experiences in World 

War I? 

(7)  What can linguistic analysis help us to do? 

(8)  What can linguistic analysis not help us with?  

(9)  On what else did the philosophical movement that focused on linguistic analysis focus? 

(10)  What is the aim of logic in philosophy? 

(11)  Which method of enquiry in philosophy maintains that experience gives us our most 

reliable form of knowledge? 

(12)  On which method of enquiry in philosophy is modern science based? 

(13)  What can empiricism help us to do? 

(14)  What are the failings of empiricism? 

(15)  What would be the consequences for us if we ignored empiricism as a method of 

enquiry? 

(16)  Which philosophy did linguistic analysis, logical symbolism and empiricism together 

form? 

(17)  What is logical empiricism also known as? 

 

CHAPTER 8   

 

Is there a world that speaks to us? 

 

(1) What do we call the method of enquiry in philosophy that is concerned with signs and 

symbols and the way in which we interpret and understand them? 

(2) Name four theorists who promote(d) hermeneutics. 

(3) Why is hermeneutics largely ignored today? 

(4) On which areas of human endeavour does hermeneutics focus? 

(5) List four main ideas propagated by hermeneutics. 

(6) What can hermeneutics help us to do? 
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(7) What can hermeneutics not help us to do? 

(8) To what, according to hermeneutics, is our happiness linked? 

(9) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored hermeneutics as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

 

CHAPTER 10  

 

Where in the world are we going to? 

 

(1) Which method of enquiry in philosophy has dominated Western society during the last 

two centuries? 

(2) How would you define “modernism”? 

(3) What, according to modernism, will govern the ideal world?  

(4) What does postmodernism tell us? 

(5) Identify four aspects of the human condition that postmodernism examines. 

(6) Name four thinkers who are associated with postmodernism. 

(7) Which philosophies are related to postmodernism and why? 

(8) What does postmodernism help us to do? 

(9) Where does postmodernism fail? 

(10) To what is postmodernism a response?  

(11) What would be the consequences for us if we ignored postmodernism as a method of 

enquiry in philosophy? 

 

8.7 Other assessment methods 

There are no other assessment methods. 

8.8  The examination 

You have to submit Assignment 01 to gain admission to the examination. However, you should 

complete all the assignments to prepare for the examination. You will, however, be admitted to 

write the examination if you complete and submit Assignment 01 by the due date. 

 

Assignments 01 and 02 contribute 20% to your final examination mark. The examination will 

contribute 80% to your final mark. 

 

The examination will be written in May/June for Semester 1 and in October/November for 

Semester 2. You will write a two-hour paper.  

 

We suggest that you refer to your answers to the self-study questions and the assignments 

when you prepare for the examination.  Also use the study guide and prescribed book for more 

detailed information. Do not attempt to memorise the multiple-choice questions in your 

assignment, as the multiple-choice questions in the examination will differ from those in the 

assignment. 

 

The brochure Study @ Unisa contains general guidelines for the examinations.  
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9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

The Study @ Unisa brochure contains an A-Z guide on the most relevant study information. 

 

10 SOURCES CONSULTED 

 

No extra sources have been consulted. 

 

11 IN CLOSING 

 

If you encounter problems in your studies, please contact your lecturers as soon as possible – 

in writing or telephonically.  You are also welcome to visit us from Monday to Friday between 

07:45 and 16:00.  However, please make an appointment beforehand. 

 

We wish you success in your studies. 

 

YOUR LECTURERS 

 

12 ADDENDUM 

See below: 

Addendum 1: Corrections in Study guide (page numbers) 

This addendum contains very important information which you have to refer to when you read 

your study guide. 

Addendum 2: The questionnaire 
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Addendum 1: Corrections in Study guide (page numbers) 

 

The revised prescribed book (Higgs P & Smith J 2015 Rethinking our World.4th edition. Juta: Cape 

Town) differs in page numbers from the previous edition. It is advisable that you change the page 

numbers in the Study Guide according to the revised edition to enable you to do all the activities. 

We will indicate the page number in the Study guide and the changes to be made according to the 

revised prescribed book: 

 

Study guide (page numbers)  Changes 

 

Logical Empiricism 

 

P2, Introduction      p16 to p19 

P3, Overview      Ignore 

P3, Linguistic analysis    pp9-11 to pp12-14 

P3, Linguistic analysis    p1-7 to p1-6 

P4, Activity 1d    p10 to p12-13 

P4, Logical symbolism   pp11-13 to pp14-16 

P4, Logical symbolism   pp12-13 to pp15-16 

P4, Empiricism    pp13-16 to pp16-19 

 

Critical Rationalism 

 

P9, Overview     p22 to p26-27 

P9, Overview     pp21-22 to pp24-25 

P9, Activity 2c    pp22-23 to pp26-27 

P10, 3rd paragraph    pp24-26 to pp28-30 

P10, 5th paragraph    p27 to p31 

P11, Activity 2d    pp27-29 to pp32-33 

P11, Activity 2d    p23 to p27 

 

Existentialism 

 

P14, Overview    pp34-37 to pp40-49 

P14, Overview    pp40 and 42 to pp47 and 49 

P14, Overview    p39 to p46 

P14, Overview    p40 to p47 

P14, Activity 3c    p35 to p42 

P15, Activity 3e    p39 to p46 

P15, Activity 3f    p42 to p49 

P15, Activity 3g    p40 to p44 

 

African Philosophy 

 

P19, Overview    pp44-46 to pp52-53 

P19, Overview    p47 to p54 



 

29 

P19, Overview    p48 to p54 

 

Systems Theory and Critical Theory 

 

P24, Overview, Systems Theory  p64 to p65-66 

P24, Overview, Systems Theory  p64 to p65-66 

P26, Overview, Critical Theory  p71 to p67 

P26, Critical Theory, Activity 5d  pp75-79 to pp68-73 

P27, 5th paragraph    pp79-80 to p75 

 

Feminism 

 

P31, Introduction    p88 to p79 

P31, Overview    p88 to p79 

P31, Overview    p88 to p79 

P31, Overview    pp90-91 to pp80-82 

P31, Overview    pp91-97 to pp82-86 

P31, Overview    pp96-97 to p86 

P32, Activity 6b    pp88-96 to 79-90 

P32, Activity 6c    p97 to pp86-87 

 

Phenomenology 

 

P36, 3rd paragraph    pp106-107 to pp94-95 

P36, 3rd paragraph    pp109 and 115 to pp97 and 100  

P36, 3rd paragraph    p107 to p94 

P37, 3rd paragraph    p113 to p100 

 

Hermeneutics 

 

P39, Overview    p123 to pp108-109 

P40, Activity 8a    p125 to p110 

P40, Activity 8c    p129 to p112 

P41, Activity 8d    p129 to p112 

 

Postmodernism  

 

P44, Overview    p135 to pp117-118 

P45, Overview    p135 to 117 

P46, Activity 9d    p136 to p118 

P46, Activity 9e    p136 remains p118 
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Enjoy your studies. 

 

Dr MM Letseka 

(012) 429 4774 

letsem@unisa.ac.za 

 

Prof LG Higgs 

(012) 429 4733 

higgslg@unisa.ac.za 

 

Prof E Venter 

(012) 429 4751 

Ventee1@unisa.ac.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:letsem@unisa.ac.za
mailto:higgslg@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Ventee1@unisa.ac.za
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EDC1015: QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Please, complete the attached questionnaire, cut it out, and submit it with Assignment 02, or 

directly to  

 

Dr MM Letseka 

Department of Education Foundations  

PO Box 392 

UNISA   

0003  

 

 

 

SURNAME AND INITIALS: 

 

 

STUDENT NUMBER: 

 

 

DEGREE YOU ARE ENROLLED FOR: 

 

 

1 Home language: (mark which one is applicable) 

 

 

African language (specify) 

 

 

 

English 

 

 

 

Afrikaans 

 

 

 

European language (specify) 

 

 

 

Other (specify) 

 

 

 

2 Current occupation:   ..................................................................................................  

 

3 Age:   .........................................................................................................................   
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4 What is your opinion of the scope of the work covered in this module?  Mark one 

answer on each line. 

 

 

Volume of work 

 

Too much 

 

Manageable 

 

Too little 

 

Themes covered 

 

Too broad 

 

Just right 

 

Too narrow 

 

Relevance for SA 

 

Irrelevant 

 

Of some relevance 

 

Relevant 

 

International relevance 

 

Irrelevant 

 

Of some relevance 

 

Relevant 

 

5 Which aspect(s) of the module did you find the most interesting? 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

6 Which aspect(s) of the module did you find the most boring? 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 

7 Which aspect(s) of the module frustrated you most? Why? 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 

8 Which were, in your opinion, the most positive aspect(s) of the module? 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  
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9 Suggestions for improving this module: 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 

10 How do you rate the tutorial letters generally?  Mark one answer on each line. 

 

 

Number received 

 

Too few 

 

Right number 

 

Too many 

 

Detail 

 

Too little detail 

 

Sufficient detail 

 

Too detailed 

 

Level of difficulty 

 

Difficult to 

follow 

 

Understandable 

 

Easy to follow 

 

11 How do you rate the study guide? Mark one answer on each line. 

 

 

Level of difficulty 

 

Difficult to 

follow 

 

Understandable 

 

Easy to follow 

 

Standard of study 

guide contents 

 

Poor 

 

Acceptable 

 

High standard 

 

12 Other comments? 

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 ...................................................................................................................................  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


