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1)Cohesion

 Atextismadeupofgrammaticalandlexicalelements,andcohesivefeatures

arethosethatlinkonepartofitwithanother.

 Theselinkagesprovideasenseofwholenessandinternalunity,andallowa

texttobereadandunderstoodeasily.

 Thus,cohesionplaysavitalroleinachievingcoherence

Lexicalcohesions

 Relatedwordsorphrasesbelongingtothesamesemanticfield.

 Thisrelatedvocabularyenablesustorecognisethecontext,thusaiding

coherence

Examples:

 Repetition-ofwordsorphrases

 synonymy-wordsthataresimilarinmeaning

 antonymy-wordsthatareoppositeinmeaning

 collocation-wordsthatbelongtothesamesemanticfield

 timemarkers-relatingtotime(early,late,dates)

 senserelations-(human-man,woman,girl,boy,he,she,people)

Grammaticalcohesion

 Grammaticalelementsthattieatexttogether

Examples:

 reference

 substitution

 ellipsis

 conjunctive

2)Genreandregister

TypesofGenre:

Expository
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 letters/articles/reports

 containfactsandinformation

 aim toexplain,clarify,define,instruct

Persuasive

 Debates

 onesidedorsinglemindedgoal

 subjectiveandusesemotivelanguage

 apersonalconvictionthataparticularwayofthinkingistheonlysensibleway

tothink

 aimstoconvincethereadertoadoptanopinion

Narrative

 fiction

 tellsastory

 hasacharacter/plot

Technical

 brochures/adverts

 containsspecificterminology/insidelanguage(jargon)

 usuallyshortsentences

Typesofregister:

 Formal

 Consultative

 Frozen

 Intimate

 Causal

 Informal
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3)Textual/VisualAnalysis

WhattolookoutforinaVisualtext

Words/writtenfeatures

 title

 headline

 captions

Images

 ifit’sacloseupshot-lessdetails

 ifit’slongshot-moredetails

 theconnotative/denotativemeaning

Layout

 Elementsonthetop-attentiongrabber

 elementsbelow-newinformation

Typographical/fonts

 capitals-emphasis

Whattolookforinatextualanalysis?

 Context-timeperiod/place/situation

 Purpose-toinstruct/inform/persuade/entertain/sell/complain

 audience-levelofeducation/age/gender

 wordchoice-

 doesitcontainjargon

 slang/colloquial-createsajarringeffect

 emotivelanguage

 standardEnglish

 Structure/style

 constructionofsentences(longandcompoundcreateaslower
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pace/formal)

and(short,truncatedorsimplecreateurgency/haste)

 format-paragraph/pointform/Questionandanswerformat

 Personal/Activevoice-(Ibelieve/Ithink)

 Formal/Passivevoice-morepersuasiveandauthoritative

 Languagefeatures(lotsmorecanbeadded)

 processes

 linkingwords

 tense

 figurativelanguage

 rhetoricaldevices

 mood

 modality

MoreLanguagefeatures

Verbstoindicateactionsandfeelings
presenttenseformostoftheargumente.g.Smokingis…,Ihate…

pasttenseforsomeevidenceorpasthappeningse.g.Foryears,peoplesmoked…

futuretenseforsuggestingsolutionstoproblems,predictionsforthefutureorcalls
foractione.g.Wewillbeahealthiersocietyif…,Societycanchange…

Adjectivesandphrases–descriptive,emphatic,feelingwordsthatappealtothe
emotions
Wonderful,beneficial,amazing,excellent,terrible,horrible,cruel,unjust,endangered,
unwise,attractive,frightening,perfect,highlyrecommended,practical,onlycourseof
action,sensible,thebestway,useful,theonlypath,theobvioussolution…

Personal/Activevoice(first,secondperson)withactionverbs–connects
emotionallytothereader
Ilike,Ithink,Ibelieve,Idonotbelieve,Iurgeyou,youshould,shouldn’t,weshould,
could,must,mustnot,weneedto,wewill…

Formal/Passivevoice(moreauthoritative,morepowerofpersuasion)creates
distancebutismoresubtle
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Progresswritingfrom Ithinkcomputergamesaregood…toComputergamesare
good…

Nominaliseinformation–turnverbs,adverbsorclausesintonounsformore
authority
InsteadofYoushouldnotpollute…writePollutionshouldbestopped…It…

Greedytogreed;violenttoviolence;crueltocruelty

Rhetoricalquestionsandthought-provokingquestionsforeffect
Wheredowegofrom here?Whatisthepointof…?

Emphaticlanguage,hyperboleorexaggerationforeffect
Weneedto…,Societyhasnootherchoice,itmust…,Thereareacountlesswaysto…

Alliterationorrhyme,especiallyinthetitleorthelaststatementorsentence
Exerciseisexhilarating.Plasticwillneverevergoaway.

Figurativelanguage,metaphorandsimiletoenhanceyourargument
…isdrivingmeupthewall,Litteringisasickness,Eatingjunkfoodislikejumpingoff
acliff.

Repetitionofwords,phrasesandconceptstopushyourpointofview
Wecanstoptheuseofillegaldrugs.Wewillstoptheuseofillegaldrugs.

Quotesorhumourthatpackapunchandhelpyourcase
‘Tomorrowisthefirstdayoftherestofourlives’solet’sbeginrightnow!

Anecdotes,examples,factsandstatisticsasevidencetoenhanceyourargument
Lastyear…,Anexampleofthiscanbeseen…70%ofyoungsmokers…

Theantithesisoropposingpointsofviewbycontrastingtheopposites
Smokersmightsaythatsmokingisrelaxingbut…,Loveitorhateit…,Rightthis
wrong…

Ethicallanguagecallsforfairness,ideasofrightandwrong,moralityandjustice
Theonlyfairthingtodois…Wehaveamoralobligationto…
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4)EssayWriting

Inyourintroductionyouneedto:
 makethetopicandpurposeoftheessayclear;
 addressthequestiondirectlyfrom theoutset;
 outlinetheessay’smainargumentanditsstructure/organisation;
 makesurethatyourintroductionwasnotlongandrambling.

Inthemainbodyyouneedto:
 use‘signposting’(e.g.topicsentences,discoursemarkers,comparative

markers)tohelpthereaderfollowthesequenceandlogicofyourargument;
 presentinformationinaclear,logicalorder,andsynthesiseyourideas;
 provideevidencetosupportyourpoints.

Inyourconclusionyouneedto:
 highlightthemain/keypointsbydrawingfrom theessayaswhole;
 outlinetheimplicationsofyourmain/keypointsinrelationtotheassignment

title;
 makeanoverallconcludingstatement


