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Question 1:
Teachers have a responsibility to teach and accept learners regardless of race, culture and gender. The same applies to learners with special needs and those with barriers to learning.
What is Inclusive Education?
Inclusive Education is education for learners who experience barriers to learning in an ordinary school environment. Teachers monitor their progress and learning, while offering their support to the learners and their families. Inclusive Education also promotes equality between pupils and their peers despite certain learners’ special needs/ barriers to learning.
What does the government say about Inclusive Education?
In July 2001 the Department of Education accepted the policy of inclusive education by publishing the Education White Paper 6, Special needs education: building and inclusive education and training system. 
The policy of inclusive education was accepted because of its promotion of equality, respect, support and learning. It also endorses good education, good social interaction, a consistent education and training system, helping to build a rehabilitative society.
Other commissions by the government, such as the Constitution promote dignity and basic education for all. The South African Schools Act 84 of 1996 promotes relevant teaching, services and physical facilities at ordinary public schools for those learners with special educational needs.
What kind of factors lead to barriers in learning?
There are many factors that contribute to educational barriers. These factors can either be intrinsic or extrinsic. Intrinsic factors are inherent in the children themselves and usually manifest themselves as either physical or physiological impairments. 
Extrinsic factors originate from the environment in which the child lives, such as their home or school, which affect their ability to learn. There are many extrinsic factors which cause barriers to learning.  A child’s home life may be rife with a number of poor circumstances such as unemployed parents, poverty and negligent parents. In the same way, school circumstances may also be unfavourable due to poor teaching methods, unsatisfactory participation by the learner or ill organised schools. 
Common types of barriers to learning:
There are many types of physical/ physiological barriers to learning that are common place in the average classroom and teachers need to be properly trained and equipped to deal with them so that they do not create such a barrier that the leaner is not able to participate in and learn from teaching.
A list of common barriers to learning:
· Visual barriers
· Auditory barriers 
· Intellectual barriers
· Physical barriers
· Epilepsy as a barrier
· Perceptual-motor barriers
· Language as a barrier
· Learning problems as a barrier
· Emotional and behavioural problems
· Barriers to learning related to spoken language
· Barriers to learning related to written language
· Barriers to learning related to reading
· Barriers to learning related to Mathematics
Each barrier to learning has very specific symptoms and ways in which to be dealt with (however there is not enough time to go into specifics now). Each teacher, school and family member involved with a child with a learning barrier has a responsibility to learn about and seek ways of working through the barrier so that the affected learner gets the most out of their educational experience.
Families’ responsibility with regard to inclusive education:
There are a number of different factors which may affect the parents’/families’ attitudes towards their child who has a barrier to learning, factors such as religion, gender of the child or the family’s socioeconomic status. These factors may also manifest themselves in a number of attitudes such as grief, anger, denial and anxiety.
Teachers should encourage parents who have children with barriers to learning to keep track of their children’s’ school and home lives and report patterns and incidences to the teachers. There should be an open channel of communication between the teacher and the parents regarding the learner, which, in the end, will be to the learner’s benefit.
How is inclusive education achieved?
Inclusive education is built on knowledge, skills and attitudes. Knowledge is needed for an understanding of barriers to learning, skills to equip teachers to understand and accompany learners and a changed attitude to have learners achieve their full potential.
Inclusive education is also achieved through a flexible curriculum, effective communication, a secure environment and adequately trained and involved educators and parents.
The curriculum needs to be tailored around the needs of children with learning barriers so that they receive the same quality education that learners without barriers to learning have. Initiatives need to be taken both by the school and by legislation to make such amendments for these learners.
As stated before, there needs to be clear communication when it comes to the needs of a learner with barriers to learning. Parents need to be actively involved in their child’s education and teachers need to make themselves available to both learners and parents for consultation and sharing of ideas/discoveries.
Teachers and indeed all educators need to be adequately trained to deal with learners with barriers to learning. Training programmes and resource centres could be used as tools to help teachers adapt to having a learner with a learning barriers in their classroom.
A support structure for inclusive education:
With such a wide variety of learning barriers and a number of factors leading to them a rather large support structure will be needed for the learner with a barrier to learning to help him/her achieve their full potential. 
Speech therapists, school psychologists and occupational therapists are just a few examples of the type of specialists out there who deal with specific barriers to learning. Educators would do well to use them as resources for identifying and assisting children with barriers to learning.
The community is also a very important support structure for learners who experience barriers to learning. Health services offered such as those by doctors and dentists are necessary to learners, parents and teachers. Welfare offered by the government helps combat unfavourable domestic situations and the Department of Labour provides possible career guidance for learners with barriers to learning.
Other organisations such as NGOs or volunteers also offer invaluable support to learners who experience barriers to learning and their families, and also much needed support for schools.
Question 2:
2.1)  Support for a learner with a hearing impairment:
The first step in offering educational support to a learner with a hearing impairment is to ensure that all instruction and talking in the classroom is at a desirable volume and that spoken language is enunciated and articulated clearly, whether the learner suffers from either conductive hearing loss or sensorineural hearing loss.
These learners, being hard-of-hearing, benefit best from sitting in the front of the class to see the teacher’s face. This is very helpful for children who are able to lip read. Make sure facial/head movement is restricted while talking and that talking is done naturally. 
Visual materials are also a great help when supporting a child with a hearing impairment. Projectors, written models and visual signals/cues go a long way in helping the learner adapt to the learning environment.  A teacher with a learner with a hearing impairment in their classroom would also do well to learn signing or sign language (the basics thereof) and some everyday “natural signs” for communication.
Make sure the learner’s parents are involved in the learner’s education and support thereof. They need to put in ample amounts of time and effort to ensure a desired education.


2.2) Support for a learner with a visual impairment:
One of the most important things an educator can do to give support to a learner with a visual impairment is to help them make better use of their other senses i.e. hearing, touch, smell and taste. Since a visual impairment suggests partial sightedness, this partial vision should be stimulated along with the other four senses. For example, touch should be used alongside vision so as to not neglect the impairment.
Language is particularly important when offering support to a visually impaired learner. Continuous explanation by parents, teachers etc on what they are doing or touching, for example, helps the child integrate into the classroom. 
All material presented in the classroom should be clear, reading materials in black and white with good spacing. The place in which the child should be seated depends on which visual impairment he/she might have. For example learners with myopia and cataracts should sit in the front of the classroom near to the board whereas learners with albinism should sit in a darker are away from the windows.
The physical set-up of the classroom is also important. Furniture should be placed in such a way so that the child with a visual impairment is not obstructed or placed in harm’s way in any way. 
2.3) Support for a learner with cerebral palsy: 
 There are two classifications of cerebral palsy. The first refers to the part of the body which is affected and the second refers to the types of movements of the individual. At least one limb is affected and up to all four limbs may be affected. Learners with cerebral palsy may find it difficult to control their movements due to damage to the motor cortex of the brain. This is also known as spasticity. Vision, hearing and speech, among other things, may also be affected.
When offering support to a learner with cerebral palsy in the classroom it is vital that the teacher consider the physical layout of the classroom. Make sure that furniture does not hamper the movements of the learners and that facilities, such as the toilet, are easily accessible. Keep activities and equipment in a place where learners can easily make use of them. Encourage learners to participate in activities and encourage exploration. Make them feel included in the classroom by giving them responsibilities with regard to their physical abilities.
Teachers should bear in mind medication that should be taken regularly and trips to the doctor/hospital that may affect school attendance. Teachers also need to be creative and think on their feet when it comes to finding resources to aid the learner with cerebral palsy. For example, typing could be taught to a learner who has difficulty with their handwriting.
Question 3:
A teacher should always be aware of the medical history of her students and thus should know which child/children in her classroom suffer from epilepsy. 
Although epileptic seizures often happen without warning, there are small signs such as auras (tingliness) that ma foretell the coming-on of a seizure. The epileptic student should also be reassured that informing the teacher of an oncoming seizure is best, when he feels the aura coming on.  This way the student can be moved to safe area, to avoid injury, until the seizure has passed.
If, however, there is no warning and the child has a seizure in the classroom, the teacher should be able to deal with it quickly and efficiently for the safety of the pupils. All obstructions near to the epileptic student must be moved to prevent the student from falling or getting injured should convulsions or spasms occur. No one should touch, support, or try and hold the student down during their seizure as this could lead to muscle damage. Also, no effort should be made to try and prohibit the movement of the tongue. Ensure that clothes around the neck and waist areas are loose and wait until the seizure has passed, trying to keep calm amongst the other learners in the classroom.
Once the seizure has passed offer comfort to the epileptic learner. Learners may feel dizzy or nauseous so allow them to rest before returning back to their desks and class activities. 
Parents should be informed of the seizure as soon as is possible.
Question 4.1
A behaviour problem is generally regarded as behaviour that is inappropriate and unacceptable. Types of behaviour problems include disruptive behaviour, hyper activity/distractibility as part of ADHD (Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) and antisocial behaviour.
One of the most effective ways of assisting a learner with a behaviour problem is through consistent and appropriate discipline. If a child is presenting a behavioural problem intervention must be immediate to prevent it from escalating. The educator needs to consider the affected group as a whole and the impact that this learner may be having on it. If the behaviour problem is having a negative effect on the group, for example, preventing other learners from doing their work then the situation needs to be defused and dealt with. 
A teacher who has a learner with a behavioural problem in her classroom could do the following to assist him/her.
 The teacher would need to review the school timetable and curricula. The child with a behaviour problem (especially one such as ADHD) would need a curriculum with structure and routine based on his/her behaviour problem. 
Forms of punishment need to be employed to curb unacceptable and inappropriate behaviour. However, punishment needs to be carried out only when necessary and enforced in a clearly explained way. Corporal punishment in not allowed. The punishment needs to fit the crime and the learner needs to understand the motive behind the punishment.  Punishment should also not be too rigid and should be moulded around the child and the type of behaviour that they are presenting. Teachers must, however, be thoroughly consistent and follow through with all warnings/threats. Give learners the benefit of the doubt. Discipline should help correct problem behaviour, not humiliate the learner or prohibit their learning. 
Another way of assisting the learner with a behavioural problem is considering the classroom environment. This includes the physical layout and the atmosphere in the classroom. The classroom needs to be a comfortable place for all learners with a warm, positive atmosphere. The classroom environment needs to be conducive to learning.
Learners should be monitored by the teacher in an effort to discourage problem behaviour. Through monitoring, a learner’s strengths and weaknesses can also be identified. Simple physical contact such as a gentle touch on the arm of the learner from the teacher can be encouraging and reassuring. 
Learners with behaviour problems need structure. They need the reassurance of a loving supportive relationship with their teacher so as to create opportunity to succeed. Any task presented to a learner with a behaviour problem also needs structure. They need clear guidelines and instructions which the teacher needs to make sure they understand and they should not be made to feel overwhelmed by these. This is essential for the learner to experience achievement and a sense of accomplishment. 
Lastly, the teacher needs to make an effort to understand the child’s world. Teachers need to try their utmost best to build a positive relationship with the learner. Always consider their level of development and discuss problems with learners in a way that they can understand. Positive words and body language go a long way in building a good teacher-learner relationship. Anticipate whatever problems may lie ahead and intervene where needed with positivity and acceptance. 






 



