Sample writings for Eng 2601
Writing a comparative essay 
Model answers are invaluable as a guideline as to how to structure your answers. 
I have attached a question paper for you: Eng 2601 May/June 2016 exam.  Kindly see Section B, question 3. You will note with delight that this is a comparative essay question.  Refer to the Week 8 Forum. Kindly see Topic 1, 2, 3: Sample writings to guide you: Model answer question 3. This will assist you with your own comparative essay for Assignment and for the exam.  
Text A, as the source reference shows, is an extract from a piece entitled I am an African, while Text B is an extract from a poem which it seems is called: Caged Bird. It is clear that Text B is a poem as the source indicated is named Poemhunter, which is a well-known site where a vast number of poems are available for access. From the titles and content of the two texts, it is quickly apparent that the texts share a communal theme- namely that of Freedom and the denial of freedom. In Text A it is the freedom of a people that forms the subject of the text, while in Text B, it is the denial of the freedom of a bird which is central to the poem. It is possible that the bird in a cage is a metaphor and that it symbolises on one level an oppressed people who lack freedom. Should this be the case- the texts will have even more in common that initially meets the eye. The common themes of the texts seem to be echoed in aspects of the tone and the feelings evoked by the two pieces. 
Text B is not structured according to conventional structural expectations. The poet does not for example; employ a fixed rhyme scheme to bind the poem into a strictly structured meter and rhythm. Rather the lack of structure intensifies the importance of each single line. The 'Caged Bird" is an example of unstructured verse but from that one mustn't extrapolate that the poem makes no use of binding elements or that it lacks cohesion. The poet employs Collocation: the tendency of words to occur together, as a cohesive device. An example of this is in her use of words and phrases in each stanza, either associated with the idea of freedom or conversely that of imprisonment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] In the first stanza, the use of diction centres on words and phrases associated with a free bird, 'a bird on the wing' so to speak, occur: " the "free bird" leaps", "floats downstream"  and "dips his wings".  The ‘free bird"  "dares to claim the sky". In contrast, stanza two uses Collocation of words which co-occur in   a context of captivity or imprisonment: “narrow cage", “bars of rage”, "wings are clipped" and " feet are tied".  Similarly, Collocation occurs in Text A, as a binding device which creates a strong cohesive element. In Text A, many words reminiscent of nature and the natural world co-occur: “my being to the hills and the valleys",” the mountains and the glades”,” the rivers" and the "deserts".  It soon becomes clear that the imagery related to aspects of the natural world occurs with such frequency in Text A that it is indicative of another Cohesive device: namely, repetition cohesion. In the first paragraph alone, repetition of imagery related to nature occurs eleven times. 
The common themes of the texts seem to be echoed in aspects of the tone and the feelings evoked by the two pieces. Both texts employ a reflective and somewhat poignant tone, which appeals to the audience's emotions. By using contrasting phrases like “frozen in our frosts” (line 4) and “thawed in the warmth of our sunshine” (line 4) Text A creates a feeling of sombre reflection on what has passed, whilst simultaneously inspiring hope for what lies ahead. Likewise, the contrast of the free and caged birds in Text B creates a sombre, poignant tone. However, by using metaphors such as “trade winds soft through the sighing trees” (line 24) and “fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn” (line 25) which represent freedom, the poet also evokes a feeling of hope.
 
 



