
AFRICAN FEMINISM 

Deals with Western Colonisation, 

gender & white male 

domination in Africa 

 

AFRICA 

Patriarchy deeply embedded in 

societal structures – contributes 

significantly to oppression of 

 

African women 

Destabilisation continues to 

marginalise women & invalidate 

their social institutions. 

 

“The sisterhood of Africa” 

Political 

Pragmatic 

Reflexive 

Group-orientated 

 

Focuses on: 

Triple Layer Oppression; 

Colonialism 

Western Patriarchy 

African Patriarchy 

 

Criticises: 

Western & European Feminists 

who try and speak for African 

women thus denying them the 

ability to voice their thoughts. 
 

 

 
 
 

FEMINISM 
A ‘voice’ for women in 

society 
 

A GROUP OF PHILOSOPHIES 

Different Strands 

Male Domination 

Female Oppression 

Perceived female inferiority 

Sexual Stereotyping 

 

First Reactionists 

Mary Wollstonecraft (GB) 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (USA) 

Lucretia Mott (USA) 

 

Main Proponents 

Mamphela Ramphele 

N’Dri Assie-Lumumba 

Catherine Odora Hoppers 

Lindiwe Zulu 

Maria Mzamo/Nzomo?? 

Naomi Wolf (feminist theorist) 

Margaret Atwood (Candadian 

Novelist) 

 

 

Other Proponents 

Kate Millett (political philosopher) 

Germaine Greer (Feminist theorist) 

Marilyn French (Novelist & Fem 

theorist) 

Betty Friedman (feminist theorist) 

    Mary Daly (feminist theologian)….   

 

 

 

 

Feminism can help us to… Where Feminism Fails… 
• Encourage women and men to 

re-examine their value systems 

• Give women enormous 

psychological & moral power 

• Help ‘rescue’ traditional 

marriages that are failing 

• Give women courage 

• Bring alternative ideas to social 

problems 

• Tends to dismiss power & 

affection created by romantic 

love between men & women 

• Tends to portray all men as 

naturally predatory 

• Encourages women to refuse to 

work alongside men (may be self-

defeating in terms of social 

change 

• Tends to idealise women 

 

Feminism has enormously empowered women who have 

been let down by men; both psychologically & morally: 

• Divorces 
• Single mothers 

• Battered wives 

 

FIRST WAVE FEMINISM 

The oldest form of Feminism 

 

The belief that women be 

given the right to vote and be 

equal before the law. 

Western women tend to take 

this feminism for granted 

 

Methods of Enquiry 

Critical Rationalism 

Questions Tradition 

Critical Theory 

Challenges all forms of power 

Empiricism 

Look at reality objectively! 

 

Islamic Fundamentalism = 

Patriarchal Fundamentalism 

 

FEMINIST THEOLOGY 

 

Calling God “Father” points to a 

redeemed masculinity. God is 

beyond any form of human 

understanding and to worship him 

as male would be idolatry. Jesus 

never referred to women as being 

inferior to men. 

 

SECOND WAVE FEMINISM 
Claims – Women … 

• are people in their own right 

• should reject men’s definitions of 

what makes a woman valuable 

• should not make defensive 

claims to “equality with men” 

• if anything - superior to men 

• happiness does not depend on 
romantic or marital relationship 

with a man 

• create own happiness 

• should practice philosophy as 
people’s reality to date defined 

by male philosophers. 

• only have the right to pronounce 
abortion 

 

Methods of Enquiry 

Critical Rationalism 

Critical Theory 

Logical Empiricism 

Empiricism 

African Philosophy 

 

Heart of the matter 

Women have: 

Innate worth 

Inalienable rights 

Valuable ideas & talents to 

contribute to society 

Who said God 

was male? 

To ignore Feminism would risk 

living in a state of barbarity 

rather than civilisation because 

women bring stability, harmony 

& higher forms of culture to 

human society 


