
Method of Enquiry: 

Examines symbols and the 

meaning of symbols 

 

Imagery & symbolism taken 

seriously. 

 

Arts & crafts even more 

important in human life than 

science. 

 

Focus is on literature, art ,film, 

poetry, music & craft. 

Confronts science & demands 

meaningful science rather than 

cold, objective science. 

 

Happiness linked with our own 

creativity (whatever form or 

cultural context) 

 

Encourages people to be: 

Poets Writers 

Authors Actors 

Painters Musicians 

Weavers Potters quilt-

makers Gardeners 

Cooks Homemakers 

Designers 

 

Does not disparage science  

and technology, but believes its 

only part of human 

achievement. 

HERMENEUTICS 
The science of interpretation/communication 

 

THEORY OF LIFE – 

A PROCESS OF INTERPRETATION 

Learning as interpretation 

Teaching as dialogue 

Great influence in politics & arts & culture 

 

Key Concepts 

Importance of listening and watching 

Individual’s life experience 

Understanding of the world 

Conciliation, peace-making 

Psychology 

Dialogue 

Anti-Authoritarian 

 

Main Proponents 

Carl Jung (Swiss psych) 

Hans-Georg Gadamer (German philosopher) 

John Mbiti (African philsopher) 

Ngugi wa Thiongo (African writer) 

 

Symbols of the Universe 

Albert Einstein’s Relativity formula 

Modern mathematics using pictures now 

Religious symbols 

Consumer symbols 

Dream interpretation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages Disadvantages 
• Anti-Authoritarian 

• Encourages indiv. to create own meaning 

• Dialogue important 

• Encourage learning as a life-long process 

• Very subjective 

• Can lead to waffle 

• Lack of disciplined thinking 

 

Can help us to…. Can’t help us… 
• Create meaning 

• Discover our own hidden artistic abilities 

• Resist scientific arrogance & domination 

• Understand each other 

• Be more tolerant of each other 

• Define problems 

• Overcome injustice 

• Be decisive 

• Take action 

• Be more logical 

 

 

To ignore Hermeneutics can bring 

deep unhappiness (ignoring our 

needs as human beings). Risk is 

real to Westernised children. 

Digital race focusing children to 

perform in math, science and 

computer tech. while ignoring 

human & cultural studies. 

What creates & 

produces 

meaning? 

Is there a link 

between despair, 

violence & 

meaninglessness? 

Can human beings 

live without 

meaning? 

When we study History we are 

listening to the voices of the 

past, communicating to us 

through documents & things left 

behind. (Found by 

archaeologists such as pots and 

tools) 

These philosophers believed 

that hermeneutics helps us to 

understand all forms of human 

behaviour. Hermeneutics has 

critical implications for 

education because both 

learners and educators listen 

and communicate with each 

other, effective learning taking 

place. 

Note the 

differences 

and similarities 

between this 

science and  

existentialism & 

postmodernism 


