[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember in Unit one, we considered the ‘WHAT’, ‘WHY’, ‘HOW’ and ‘WHO’ of a text?
Now, I am going to quickly recap the terms, and then consider how they relate to one of the categories of prose fiction and non-fiction we have examined within the semester. I will only do one here, and it will be a general consideration, as I will use the old exam paper's to provide more detailed example's of how to use these terms.
 
WHAT?
Ø  What is the text about?
            Here, in your own words explain the concepts that the text considers.
If you do this correctly, then it should really take 1-2 sentences, which you then need to in the subsequent sentences, unpack and explain.
The expansion of the ‘what’ comments you make are essential, as you will begin to substantiate your reading (your interpretation of the ‘WHAT’).
This is not a request of a summary!
Ø  How can ‘WHAT’ be used in PROSE FICTION:
This is perhaps the easiest section to consider the ‘WHAT’ of the text, because novels often have obvious social, historical and political implications. These are the elements you would look for.
That being said, YOU will (in the exam) only examine an extract. Therefore, you have a limited scope from which to consider the purpose of the text. Think back to the Essay and Exam writing. forum, specifically the Passage based Questions. The trick is to pick out the ‘trigger’ or key words, phrases and concepts.
So, if an extract focuses on the exchange between two children, one male, one female, and they are fighting about who gets to go to school and who has to stay home: Then the general concepts raised here are connected to gender relations and politics, as well as education.
To support this argument (highlighted in yellow), I will then quote the key phrases and explain the context (of only the extract) as evidence (This is essentially a part of the ‘HOW’ element of literary analysis).
Once this is compete, I move onto the:
WHY?
Ø  Why has the text been written?
Moving on from the ‘WHAT’, I must now hypothesis on any messages the text might be advancing
for example, that good always trumps evil
and extrapolate the possible purpose of the text, and (if possible) the intentions of the text. Here the focus is often on the THEMES.
for example, the reason why good (themes of good and evil) always wins: Good becomes synonymous with the ‘average’ individual’s position in society being assured and protected from any potential aggressors.
This in turn suggests social stability, and in turn reinforces cultural behaviours of the society the story represents.
As with the ‘WHAT’, my ‘WHY’ needs to have support, and I must turn to the ‘HOW’ to find my evidence.
Ø  In fictional works, the authorial intent is not as important as the readers’ response to the text. (What do you understand from the text?)
 
HOW?
 
Ø  How does the text produce meaning? How does it stress or emphasis the themes and ideas of the text? How is the text structured?
Ø  Language, diction, tone, characterisation and figures of speech are all elements of a text which you will need to consider when discussing HOW a text is filled with meaning.
Most you can find in the original post of ‘What, why, how and who’ in Unit one, and I shall not go through them all.
However, a few ones based off of what I have seen in your assignments:
§  Based on the language (syntax, diction and imagery) used, you may be able to recognise the tone of the text. The tone suggests the overall attitude (emotional) to the theme or topic of the text.
§ Language usage.
TIP: do not focus on elements such as ‘verbs’ ‘adverts’ ‘adjectives’ or ‘punctuation’ unless you can explain how such elements add to the texts meaning: for example, short sentences, all with heavy punctuation might signal an urgency related to the action.
§ Figures of Speech: Please know your figures of speech (I will upload a post on them and direct you to a number of videos to assist you)
Ø  When reading critically, you need to focus on a number of aspects within the text to answer your questions.
 
WHO?
 
Ø  In addition to the WHAT, WHY and HOW considerations of a textual analysis, you must also be aware of 'WHO'. (This can be taken as part of the ‘how’ – the support of your reading of the text.)
Ø  Who is the creator (author/poet/playwright) of the text and what is the text’s name?
            Please identify BOTH in the first few sentences of your essay.
Ø  Who is the speaker AND how does identifying him/her add to your reading of the
 

