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There are no stars to-night

But those of memory.

Yet how much room for memory there is

In the loose girdle* of soft   rain  .

There is even room enough 5

For the letters of my mother's mother,

Elizabeth,

That have been pressed so long

Into a corner of the roof

That they are brown and soft, 10

And liable to   melt as snow  .

Over the greatness of s  uch   s  pace  

Steps must be gentle.

It is all hung by an invisible white hair.

It trembles as birch limbs webbing the air. 15

And I ask myself:

Metaphor

Simile

Line 11:  Simi le:  Emphas izes  
that the letters  are del icate 
& fragi le, as  the memories .

Simile

Enjambment

Anastrophe

Uses  imagery/metaphors  
to  paint the scene. This  
lends  pr ivacy as  he 
examines  the pas t, 
indicating the value he 
places  in i t .

By giving her name a l ine of i ts  own, the 
poet defines  her  impor tance to him/her.

The t i t le gives  the indication 
that the poem is  about a 
grandmother ' s  letters . But, as  
soon as  the 1 s t  s tanza, the 
reader notices  that the poem 
is  rather  about memories  
(central  theme).

Metaphor for  memor ies  
that have been “pressed 
into a corner ” o f the 
mind that are fragi le.

Creates  image of memory as  
something soft that enci rcles  him 
& i f he i s  back in the womb.

Belt

“Webbing” i s  s igni ficant because i t 
l inks  quatrain 1 wi th 3 through the 
image of a “ bel t”.

“Webbing” means  s trong, closely woven 
fabr ic used for  making bel ts  &  s traps .

Hidden space of memory

Thread that l inks  him to memory o f 
the pas t – an invis ible whi te hai r  – 
that o f his  grandmother.

B i rch tree i s  a s ymbol  o f 
renewal . 

“s” alliteration Between present and pas t (memory).

Metaphor  for memories  that had been 
s tored/surpessed for  a long t ime.

Rhetor ical  ques tion 
held in memory.

Mel t ing of snow l inks  to  rain  
& memory.

Only emptyness  & darkness , a space 
in which memories  can flood.

Enjambment

Enjambment

Enjambment



'Are your fingers long enough to play

Old keys that are but echoes:

Is the s  ilence   s  trong   enough

To carry back the music to its source 20

And back to you again

As though to her?'

Yet I would lead my grandmother by the hand

Through much of what she would not understand;

And so I stumble. And the rain continues on the roof

With such a sound of gently pitying laughter. 26

Girdle* - belt

Anastrophe: The inversion of the usual order of words.

Enjambment: The running on of the thought from one line, couplet, or stanza to the next without a 

syntactical break/punctuated pause.

Lines  23-25:  Metaphor  o f 
leading grandmother 
through a path of 
unders tanding, but his  
memory s tumbles  because 
he cannot reach the pas , 
he cannot lead her by 
hand.

The laughter i s  pi ty ing 
because i t knows  he wi l l  
never  achieve this  need to 
return, to  be & unders tand 
the pas t.

“s” alliteration

Conjunction:  never theles s  

Personification The memories  are s l ipping 
away.

Metaphor for  the s i lence in his  
mind, o f memory & between 
himsel f &  the pas t.

Mother

If he could

He still feels trapped

Image of playing the notes  o f 
memory wi th the fingers  o f the 
mind. Memory i s  but an echo 
(pas t) & o ld key (key to  who he 
is ) Si lence of memory have the s trength 

to fo l low the mus ic o f the pas t back 
to his  pas t, his  rememberance of his  
grandmother and his  mother.

He is  real ly  try ing to 
remember his  mother.

She would not unders tand 
his  l i fe, the present.

This  laughter fi l l s  the 
s i lence of the the space 
of the poem & the s i lence 
of his  memory.

Enjambment

Enjambment



What is the poem about?

What is the subject of the poem?

 This poem tells of a failure to connect with the past, or of a failure to hold on to a person.

Who is speaking?

 1st person narrative “I”

What is the location/setting of the poem?

 

Themes and messages of the poem:

 

Attitudes and feelings in the poem:

Tone of the poem:

 Nostalgic, delicate, conversational, honest and even sentimental.

Form and structure of the poem (rhyme, rhythm, line length, stanza length, etc.):

 Vree verse - lyrical poem.

 Consits of six stanzas, three of which are fairly traditional quatrains. Varies in line length.

 Rhyming couplets: “hair” and “air” (lines 14-15) & “hand” and “understand”.

 Stanza 4 & 5 are in a rhetorical question form.

 Conversational – informal language.

Type of poem:

 Vree verse – lyrical poem.

Poetic devices (e.g. metaphors, similes, enjambment, alliteration, personification, 

etc.):

 Explained in the poem above.

Personal response to the poem (how do I feel, what impact does the poem have on 

me):

 YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSE!


