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Section B 
 
1. Critical Rationalism (10) 
 



- Started with Socrates. He was killed when he questioned religious practices of today. He 
challenged others to challenge existing ideas and question them, which is critical rationalism but 
also to critically evaluate ones own idea as well. 
- Therefore, encourages individualism and freedom of expression but to be objective. 
- One has the power of thought and can be easily abused and thats why critical rationalism is 
needed, to critically evaluate ones own ideas as well as others as a means to seek for true 
understanding/truth. 
- Involves exchanging ideas and being open-minded 
- Involves people expressing themselves openly without getting personal, therefore, based on 
facts 
- Critical rationalism means to critically evaluate an idea but to look out for hidden assumptions 
- To listen to others attentively, this is part of being open minded and respectful. 
- Involves asking open ended questions that help in seeking the truth or the best outcome 
- Involves critically evaluating ideas and avoiding false arguments. 
- An example of critical rationalism in the classroom would be holding a debate on a topic where 
learners collaborate in groups in exchanging ideas such as 
- "Learner A: How can we feel safe if murders are walking around freely? Learner B: They can 
be put behind bars?" 
- Therefore, to challenge what they think while being tolerant and understanding. 
 
2. Critical Theory (10)* 
 
- Critical theory origins from German philosophy in the 1930's. 
- People have been hurt by either the social (Community), economic (Banks) or political system 
(Law, police station), people in power. Critical theory requires a change of thought, evolving the 
system.  
- Therefore, this concerns changing the system!  
- This is accomplished in the method of inquiry, asking a variety of questions that cover the best 
solution to solving the problem. 
- Furthermore, the critical theory has influenced 3 philosophers; Paulo F, Peter M and Michael 
A. 
- The famous version of critical theory is Marxism which means to abolish all social and wealth 
inequalities. Therefore, the whole point of following the critical theory is to create a positive 
mindset that lessens the chance of people dominating others. 
- Buddhists beliefs supports the critical theory when they believe in the eightfold path, some 
examples are to respect life, know the truth, be in control of ones own thoughts and feelings and 
resist evil. Therefore, Buddha goes against violence or unjust social orders. Buddha represents 
the power of ones mind which is needed in order to change the system. 
- Critical theory involves acknowledging how we currently live. All forms of power is oppressive. 
 
3. Post Modernism (10) 
 
- Postmodernism means to acknowledge that the media can be deceiving and therefore, to not 



believe in what you research without critically evaluating it. 
- Post modernism takes note of ones reason for responding because it may be misleading in the 
sense that its not a good guide in seeking the truth. 
- Furthermore, postmodernism involves questioning science, encourages us to rethink our 
beliefs in science and the facts provided. 
- Therefore, to search for true meaning with the help of experiencing all emotions. 
- Simple questions are asked such as what is the human drive for this statement? 
- Michael Foucault is a person who is associated with postmodernism. 
- By asking a variety of open ended questions, one can use their own initiative in resisting the 
pressure to turn into workaholics.  
- The first postmodernist was Friedrich Nietzsche during the 20th century. 
- Post modernism is similiar to critical rationalism in the sense of asking questions this is needed 
in order to not be vulnerable to societies negative influences. We need to take control of our 
own thoughts. 
- Therefore, postmodernism empowers us to act and sniff out falsity. 
 
4. Phenomenology (10) 
 
- Phenomenology is one of the method of inquiries of philosophy which deals with the process 
of people dealing with inner struggles as a means to figure out who they are in relation to our 
world, a complicated but needed process. 
- An example of the inner struggles of phenomenology that people face is when society or 
pressure forces you to be or act in a certain way which is later something one may question 
about themselves and believe, can lead to a low self esteem. "I am in the world and the world is 
in me" 
- The process in Phenomenology is believed to involve interacting with the real world (people) 
and forming deep connections especially with loved ones. 
- Therefore, in search of the self but who you associate with is important, they can either build 
you up or break you down. People can easily make us lost in finding oneself. 
- Therefore, phenomenology is of the self (who am I?), the community (who is my community?) 
and the cosmic phenomenology which entails our place in the universe. 
- Falsity is seen as a dangerous thing when dealing the self because it can hamper ones 
phenomenology process.  
- Africans deal with phenomenology (Extensialism). They still deal with problems from in the 
past such as racism and this can bring one down and with blacks being able to now today 
associate with whites, they still question their existence in the communities eyes and where they 
truly stand in reality, in relation to the universe because of problems such as these. 
- Phenomenology promotes religious beliefs because its these values and morals that people 
live by that help them in seeking true inner peace and happiness, Buddha. 
- Therefore, phenomenology encourages us to ask questions and 
- Encourages people to resist demands and expectations from others and to critically evaluate 
how they feel and experience life while associating with positive people. 
 



Section C (30) 
 
"There is a learner in your class who is an Aids orphan - both her parents died of HIV/Aids 
complications. Mary has a brother and a sister younger than her and she has to take care of 
them. They struggle to survive on their own. They often go to bed hungry. Mary tries her best, 
but she is too young for this big responsibility. She does not have a proper school uniform. Her 
siblings also do not have proper clothing. She has to do the domestic chores, because her 
siblings are still very small. She is often tired and homework is not done. She might not pass at 
the end of the year if she does not get help." 
 
How can you use your knowledge of African philosophy to solve the problem? 
 
> Introduction : Briefly motivate your use of African philosophy to solve the above mentioned 
problem (5) 
> Body : Discuss African philosophy in general and indicate how you will use specific ideas from 
the philosophy to solve the problem. (20) 
> Conclusion : Draw your own conclusion by referring to the advantages and disadvantages of 
the African philosophy when applying it to the problem. (5) 
 
■ INTRODUCTION 
 
Mary is a young orphan that is struggling to juggle school and family responsibilities. Her 
homework is not done, struggles academically, she is tired, takes care of her siblings, have no 
proper clothing and often go to bed hungry. 
 
I would use the various African philosophies Ubuntuism, Pure philosophy and Sage Wisdom 
philosophy because they all hold specific ideas that cater in solving the above mentioned 
problem on a emotional and physical level. Furthermore, they are all steps in developing a 
positive mindset.  
 
■ BODY 
 
> Ubuntuism is an African belief that I could bring into the classroom as a means to provide 
emotional support, love and spiritual guidance in the life of the child. Mary is struggling and 
dealing with a lot of pressure, imagine what its like loosing parents.  
 
Ubuntu means humanity. Therefore, happiness and well being. The Nguni expression explains 
further, co-existing because of another due to forming relationships with other people. 
 
Therefore, forming a bond with the child is a step towards gaining her trust and which leads to 
communication. I would be patient, understanding as well as listen attentively when giving her 
that extra attention where need be. Therefore, just to acknowledge the child and show an 
interest. As a result, this leads to her developing a positive mindset in her coping with 



everything. 
 
> Pure Philosophy is an african philosophy where I would use the idea of learning from ones 
experience. As a teacher I can use my own experience as a means to guide me in how I can 
approach the childs situation. I would provide physical support, "would anyone like to donate 
any clothing or food?". 
 
> As a teacher for providing emotional support, I could remember an idea found in pure 
philosophy which revolves around one seeking meaning or purpose in life as honestly as 
possible when surrounded with the troubles that people face today as well as to co-exist while 
feeling free to express themselves (Existensialism). 
 
Mary is struggling to take care of her self and her siblings, "struggle to survive... siblings do not 
have proper clothing... homework is not done". 
 
I would provide opportunities where she is able to express herself freely and openely - Speak to 
the parents in putting her through to a Child Psychologist, free services offered by the school. 
This process will help her focus on her studies. 
 
> Furthermore, another idea that I could use is Sage Wisdom Philosophy as a means to discuss 
the best emotional or physical support needed for the young child. 
 
The idea that I would use in this philosophy is to be wise, to think critically and challenge the 
communities thoughts. 
 
As a teacher, I would involve the community. I would schedule meetings and therefore, create a 
support group with fellow colleagues, parents and relevant family members on discussing 
matters relating to the young childs troubles and how we can help Mary. We would use prior 
knowledge, exchange ideas and question each others thoughts process as a means to make 
the best possible decision or choice of action pertaining to the childs situation.  
 
Example of plan of action: Get in touch with child services and possibly looking for a home that 
caters for orphans. Her siblings will be looked after, they will be fed and Mary will be able to 
complete her homework. I could offer free lessons to help her cope academically at school and 
possibly find sponsors who can contribute to clothing and food. I would play my part by 
encouraging her to play with the other learners by letting them work in groups for the mere 
purpose it will boost her self esteem and self confidence. 
 
Furthermore, by helping Mary solve her external problems, we are helping her feel a sense of 
relief of emotional stress. 
 
■ CONCLUSION 
 



Therefore, African philosophy helps build communities more so than the individual which still 
however, supports the community in discussing solutions to the problem with parents, teachers 
and other family members, developing a positive mindset. Encourages human beings to 
become humble by offering free services, child psychologist and extra lessons. By Mary being 
able to express herself to the child psychologist, she is not only able to gain a deeper 
understanding of oneself but be encouraged to appreciate the unknown, see life as an 
adventure. Furthermore, appreciating tradition such as Ubuntism helps to guide the learner on a 
spiritual level and show ways in coping with change.  
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Section B (40) 
 
Question 1 : Empiricism (10) 
 
- Empiricism origins in British and American philosophy. 
- Empiricism helps people to understand the physical world, it tells the truth of certain claims and 
what is false, respect the natural laws of the universe and to learn from experience. 
- It is believed that experience gives us our most reliable form of knowledge. Therefore, at the 
end of the day, you experiencing something makes it more honest and believable. 
- Therefore, the mothod of enquiry in philosophy argues that our most reliable form of 
knowledge is understanding our world through the use of our 5 senses. 
- Darwin argues the fact that everything has naturally evolved over time (Cycle of a frog). 
Therefore, his statement is based on empiricism, ones observation. 
- Richard Dawkins also relys on empiricism as his argument. 
- However, people do argue ones religious experience (empiricism). People have spiritual 
experiences with the higher power such as visions. People question why not all people have 
that same experience since he is the creator of all human beings. 
- It is believed that if one ignores learning from ones own personal experience, we can be left 
vulnerable to false claims. 
- Therefore, people that believe in empiricism believe in science because of the fact that I am 
able to test it scientifically myself! 
- Marxism who promotes empiricism tends to be critical of religion and ideologies. 
 
Question 2 : 
 
2.1 Discuss the 4 ways in which black women studies interpret African Feminism (4)  
 
Black women studies that have in Africa, as a method of inquiry : 
 
● Has interpretated feminism as a Western culturual phenomenon. 
● Under such influence, the local womens movements have challenged gender dimensions of 
customary laws that argue for social change. 
● Due to this form of colonisation, Women within the womens movement came up with a plan of 
action! To argue for the power of the sisterhood by recognising and respecting all views and 
opinions that make up feminism in Africa. 
● With great help from the postcolonial theory, issues have been explored such as the 
exploration of the other and unique perspectives and experiences of colonised race and 
cultures. 
 
2.2 Name 4 proponents of black women studies in Africa (2)  



 
● F - Florence Abena (Flowers) 
● L - Lindiwe Zulu (Lindt chocolate) 
● A - Amina Mama (Amandla!) 
● M - Maria Nzomo (Marie Biscuits) 
 
2.3 Give 2 methods of enquiry in philosophy with which feminism has links and explain why 
there is a link (4)  
 
● Critical rationalism - Because it questions the status quo. 
● Critical theory - Because it radically challenges the status quo. 
 
Question 3 : Phenomenology believes that, "If I am to be real" then I need to have deep 
emotional connections with at least one human being. 
 
3.1 Mention any 2 people who promoted phenomenology (1)  
 
● Martin Luther King and Albert Einstein (scientist) 
 
3.2 What is meant by "to be real" with reference to ourselves? (2)  
 
● For one to be real, ones journey to get to know oneself, one needs to interact with someone 
that she or he is close to and whom is positive. Otherwise, that person can drive you away from 
yourself. Therefore, phenomenology supports the statement on how the two influence one 
another in order to seek the self. It is therefore, related to what is essentially human and 
furthermore, focuses on the inner reality of emotions and lived experiences but rejects false 
value systems. 
 
3.3 Can phenomenology help us to find happiness? Reason (2) Pg 93 
 
● Yes, one cannot be truly happy if we do not figure out who we are. We need to explore and 
discover what makes us happy while remembering to acknowledge that other peoples negative 
comments do not have to effect us if we dont let it. Therefore, by finding out who we are, we 
tend to feel a sense of peace and understanding of ones self. Furthermore, this process of 
finding the self leads to building ones self confidence. 
 
3.4 What are the consequences for us if we ignore the philosophy of phenomenology? (2)  
 
● We may lack the capacity to feel. 
● We may not ever be able to experience the moments of joy or pain. 
 
3.5 Name the three categories phenomenology falls into (3) 
 



● Phenomenology of the self (who am I?),  
● Social phenomenology (who and what is my community?) and the  
● Cosmic phenomenology which entails our place in the universe. 
 
Question 4 : 
 
4.1 Give a definition for modernism and postmodernism, focusing on the differences (4)  
 
● Modernism holds the belief that science and tecnology can fix everything whereas with 
postmodernism, it is the complete opposite, it leans more to how the media can be deceiving 
and how you need to question science. 
● Modernism believes that emotions need to be 'watched' whereas in postmodernism, it is 
believed that to search for true meaning, you need the help of experiencing all emotions. 
 
4.2 Give 2 philosophies related to postmodernism and explain the relation (4) 
 
● Empiricism - Postmodernism encourages us to rethink our beliefs and in empiricism we can 
end up believing in something that is based on our personal experiences and people have 
questioned religious experiences before since these visions happen to some and not all and 
therefore, supports the statement in postmodernism on how it encourages one to rethink ones 
beliefs. 
● Phenomenology - Phenomenology encourages us to ask questions in order to figure out who 
we are whereas in postmodernism it is similar in the sense of asking questions in order to not be 
vulnerable to societies negative influences. Therefore, just like in postmodernism we need to 
take control of ones own thoughts because both empiricism and postmodernism empowers us 
to act by thinking and feeling! 
 
4.3 What does postmodernism help us to do? (2)  
 
● Reassess the quality of our lives 
● Resist pressures to turn into workaholics. 
 
Section C (30) 
 
"12 year old Thabos parents just moved to a suburbian area and he is enrolled in the local 
semi-private primary school in the middle of the year. The children in his class are reluctant to 
embrace him into their circle of friends. The situation has left Thabo isolated, lonely, miserable 
and angry that his parents uprooted him from the township where he had friends and life was 
good. Some of the children in his class merely ignore him, but a few try to understand where he 
came from and what his cultural beliefs were. The class teacher is worried about him and 
decides to try and solve the problem." 
 
How do you think as a teacher, you could solve the problem in this scenario above by relying on 



your knowledge of African philosophy? 
 
> Introduction : Briefly motivate your use of African philosophy to solve the above mentioned 
problem (5) 
> Body : Discuss African philosophy in general and indicate how you will use specific ideas from 
the philosophy to solve the problem. (20) 
> Conclusion : Draw your own conclusion by referring to the advantages and disadvantages of 
the African philosophy when applying it to the problem. (5) 
 
■ INTRODUCTION 
 
Thabo is a boy who probably speaks strongly in his monther tongue being that he is 12 years 
old and just moved to a suburbian area. The learners are not welcoming as well as do not take 
an interest in getting to know him, where he came from and his beliefs. Therefore, he struggles 
to make friends. He feels isolated, lonely and miserable and blames his parents. 
 
I would use the various African philosophies such as Ubuntuism, Pure philosophy, Sage 
Wisdom philosophy and political philosophy because they all hold a specific idea that helps me 
in solving the above mentioned problem by providing that emotional and physical support. 
Furthermore, they are all steps in developing a positive mindset and forming good relationships. 
 
■ BODY 
 
> Thabo is depressed 'lonely, miserable' and expresses a negative attitude 'angry at parents' 
which leads to developing a negative mindset. UBUNTUISM is an African belief that I could 
bring into the classroom as a means to provide that emotional support and spiritual guidance in 
Thabo'slife. 
 
Ubuntu means humanity. Therefore, happiness and well being. The Nguni expression explains 
further, co-existing because of another due to forming relationships with other people. 
 
Therefore, forming a bond with the child is a step towards gaining his trust and which leads to 
helping him feel more comfortable in being able to communicate with the teacher. I would be 
patient, understanding as well as listen attentively when giving him that extra attention where 
need be. Therefore, just to acknowledge the child and show an interest ie encourage the 
learners to play with Thabo. As a result, this leads to him developing a positive mindset in 
helping him cope with change. 
 
> I would consider the idea of equality and faithfulness to ones own personal beliefs in 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY and learning from ones experience in PURE PHILOSOPHY. 
Therefore, based on previous experiences, I would think a good solution to the problem is to 
explain to the learners on what it means to be apart of a rainbow nation (equality and being 
faithful to ones belief). The rainbow nation symbolises a diverse group of people that come 



together to celebrate and respect a multicultural heritage. I would like to add for when one 
introduces the rainbow nation I could bring in SAGE WISDOM PHILOSOPHY here which relates 
to involving the community and ask all parents to come in and share their knowledge on their 
beliefs. Therefore, this not only leads to appreciating all religions but Thabo appreciating his 
parents as well. 
 
Furthermore, I could do me justice to remember my past experiences in bringing in the National 
Policy of Religion and Education into the classroom because it helps in removing prejudice as 
well as encourages learners to associate with other students.  
 
In relation, I could encourage the learners to participate in educational activities that encourage 
multicultural education since it has worked in the past.  
 
> Furthermore, another idea that I could use is from SAGE WISDOM PHILOSOPHY. 
 
The idea that I would use in Sage Wisdom philosophy is to be wise, to think critically and 
challenge the communities thoughts. Therefore, to involve the community. 
 
As a teacher, I would involve the community. I would schedule meetings and therefore, create a 
support group with fellow colleagues, parents and relevant family members on discussing 
matters relating to the young childs troubles and how we can help Thabo. We would use prior 
knowledge, exchange ideas and question each others thoughts process as a means to make 
the best possible decision or choice of action pertaining to the childs situation.  
 
Example of plan of action: As a teacher, I can create a safe and happy environment by not only 
letting them work in groups but as a whole class.  
 
Furthermore, I could discuss the free services that the school has to offer with the parents, child 
psychologist. By Thabo being able to express himself to the child psychologist, he is not only 
able to gain a deeper understanding of oneself and his situation but it will help him to appreciate 
the unknown, his parents and see life as an adventure. Furthermore, appreciating tradition such 
as Ubuntism helps to guide the learner on a spiritual level and show ways in coping with 
change.  
 
■ CONCLUSION 
 
Therefore, African philosophy helps build communities more so than the individual which still 
however, nethertheless, supports the learner in discussing solutions to the problem with 
parents, teachers and other family members, developing a positive mindset. Encourages human 
beings to become humble by the teacher teaching what it means to be apart of a rainbow nation 
(equality/proud of ones beliefs) and therefore, encouraging learners to play with one another 
and participate in educational activities that encourage multicultural education as well as by 
offering free services such as seeing a child psychologist. By Thabo being able to express 



himself to the child psychologist, he is not only able to gain a deeper understanding of oneself 
and his situation but be encouraged to appreciate the unknown, see life as an adventure. 
Furthermore, appreciating tradition such as Ubuntism helps to guide the learner on a spiritual 
level and show ways in coping with change.  
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Section B (70) 
 
Question 1 : (10) 
 
1.1 What is African feminism also known as (2)  
 
● The sisterhood of Africa  
 
1.2 What is the aim of logic in philosophy? (2)  
 
● To arrive at the basic structure of truth. 
● A process based on representing objects and relationships symbolically. Therefore, to use 
symbolic expression. 
 
1.3 List 2 main ideas that are propogated by hermeneutics. (4) 
 
● The individuals life experiences are influenced by the way in which one understands the 
world. Listening and observing is important in this aspect. 
● It is anti-authoritarian which means to go against authority. Therefore, it encourages the 
individual to rather create his or her own meaning and level of understanding. 
 
1.4 Name 2 ways in which postmodernism can help us. (2) 
 
● Resist the pressure to turn into workaholics. 
● Question the claims of rigid morality. 
 
Question 2 : 
 
Write a short paragraph on critical theory as a philosophy. Refer to the following: (15) 
 
- Supporters of critical theory 
- 3 ideas propagated by critical theory 
- Two aspects critical theory cannot help us with 
 
Critical theory origins from German philosophy in the 1930's. People have been hurt by either 
the social (Community), economic (Banks) or political system (Law, police station), people in 
power. Critical theory requires a change of thought, evolving the system. Therefore, this 
concerns changing the system!  
 
● A few supporters of critical theory is Karl Marx, Michael Foucault and Paulo Freire. 
● The 3 ideas propagated by critical theory is: 
- The most famous version of critical theory is Marxism. True Marxisms believe in abolishing all 



inequalities of wealth and all social inequalities. Therefore, to not be dominated by powerful 
people, this leads to experiencing happiness. 
- The idea of shaping power! It is believed that people forces us to live in a certain way. 
Therefore, we shape power by first acknowledging how we currently live when being controlled 
by other people. Michael Foucault feels that new methods of power are ensured by tecnique, by 
normalisation and by control.  
- Critical theory therefore, believes that any form of power structure is dangerous and 
destructive. The ideas behind critical theory involves changing the way we think, to adapt to 
rules and regulations or make decisions as a community that can help us co-exist peacefully 
with one another. Therefore, its a matter of communicating with one another, to be aware and 
question the system as a whole. Therefore, to be aware of the problem. 
 
● Two aspects that critical theory CANNOT help us with : 
 
- It cant help us in preventing the chance of an idea getting fanatical, over the top. 
- It cant help us in preventing the chance of it ignoring human emotions and desires. 
 
Question 3 : (15) 
 
3.1 Ubuntu (4) 
 
● Ubuntu in english means Humanity, happiness and well being.  
● The Nguni expression explains further, co-existing because of another due to forming 
relationships with other people. 
● To peacefully co-exist amongst South Africans despite peoples differences. 
● Ubuntu can be brought into the classroom - The teacher can provide many opportunities that 
allow learners to work (groups) and play with one another, this leads to building relationships, 
friendships. Through building positive relationships, one can learn basic values such as love 
and forgiveness which all are factors in finding happiness. 
 
3.2 Communalism (4)  
 
● In African philosophy, the community comes first, higher than the individual. A person is born 
out and then into the community.  
● Communalism refers to the community. It stresses the importance of needing others for 
support. 
● As a community, they discuss and make a decision which is followed by an action or a mutual 
understanding. However, when in a meeting where decisions are taken by the community, all 
need to participate and speak. 
● Therefore, a community that implies a culture of mutual helpfulness, sharing and caring for 
one another. Therefore, the community supports ubuntuism. 
 
3.3 Ethnic philosophy (2) 



 
● Its based on the Africans religious and moral beliefs. Therefore, their view of life. 
● However, they have the strength and ability to criticise their own traditions. Therefore, this 
shows civil rational thought which highlights their strength and power. 
 
3.4 Sage philosophy (2) 
 
● The people who are far-sighted, wise and can think critically. 
● Feel free to challenge the communities decisions with their own thoughts. 
 
3.5 Three advantages of using African philosophy (3) 
 
● Helps us build the community. 
● Encourage people to be humble. 
● Gain a deeper understanding of ourselves. 
 
Question 4 : (15) 
 
4.1 Explain the concept of postmodernism (2) 
 
● Unlike modernism, Postmodernism is more about how the media can be deceiving. Therefore, 
in postmodernism, one does not believe in definitions. 
● Furthermore, postmodernism involves questioning science, encourages us to rethink our 
beliefs in science and the facts provided because the responses can be biased. 
 
4.2 Discuss briefly 3 main ideas of postmodernism (6)  
 
● Challenges our faith in modernism.  
● Question all truth and raises important questions. 
● A belief that there is something else besides science and technology that can fix things. 
 
4.3 Name any 2 main supporters of postmodernism (2) 
 
● Michael Foucault 
● Jacques Lacan 
 
4.4 Where does postmodernism fail? (5) 
 
● May encourage destructive behaviour ie Drug dependency. 
● Not yet given any alternatives to science as a way forward. 
● Underestimates the need for disciplined effort in any humans efforts. 
● Can lead to despair. 
● The language is advanced for some to follow. It needs to be simplified for non intellectuals. 



 
Question 5 : (15) 
 
5.1 Distinguish between critical theory and critical rationalism (6) 
 
● In critical rationalism, it is believed that ideas should be based on facts whereas in critical 
theory it based on changing the system which is emotionally related because people have been 
hurt by people in power. 
● In critical rationalism, their approach to solving a problem is to ask questions of an idea and 
then with another and so on whereas in critical theory, their approach to solving a problem is 
looking at the whole picture at a glance and not in parts and from there living by a way that can 
solve the problem. 
● In critical rationalism, the reason for why we ask questions is to find out the truth whereas in 
critical theory, the reason why we live by a certain way is to stop the system, abusive power. 
 
5.2 How does systems theory approach a problem? (6)  
 
By asking the following questions; 
 
● How do the components of the system fit together? 
● Where does the system fit into the total environment? 
● What helps the system to work and what prevents it from working more efficiently? 
● What is the goal of the system? 
 
5.3 How can critical theory help society? (3) 
 
● Help us to re-examine our own priorities. 
● Help us to identify those that have power and the ones that do not. 
● Help us to identify weaknesses in existing power relations. 
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Section B (30) 
 
"Tshedi is a quiet and reserved Grade 6 pupil in a suburbian school. She comes from a home 
where her parents are university-educated individuals who take their daughters education 
seriously. The spend a reasonable amount of time with her after hours to monitor her school 
work and to ensure she does not have any outstanding assignments. Because of her parental 
involvement in her schoolwork, Tshedi excels in her studies. Some of Tshedi's classmates are 
not impressed with her success and tease her by calling her names such as; 'mamas genious', 
'teachers favourite' and 'the smart one'. Sometimes, others rummage (dig) in her school bag and 



destroy her homework for other subjects before she can submit it. Tshedi is a victim of overt 
(explicit) and covert (hidden) bullying." 
 
How would you as a teacher, draw on your understanding of CRITICAL THEORY and 
FEMINISM to enable Tshedi to come to terms with her situation and to move on with her 
studies? 
 
● Introduction - Briefly discuss Tshedi's problem and indicate how you see CRITICAL THEORY 
and FEMINISM as relevant theories for this particular challenge. (5) 
 
● Body - Introduce the key arguments and key players for critical theory and feminism and 
indicate how, in your view, each of these theories pertains to Tshedi's classroom experiences. 
(20) 
 
● Conclusion - Pool together your arguments in the foregoing sections in a brief summary and 
close off with a brief sketching of the advantages and disadvantages of critical theory and 
feminism. (5) 
 
■ Introduction 
 
Tshedi excels in his studies because of the amazing support that she receives from her parents. 
However, her classmates seem to show signs of jelousy 'teachers favourite'. Furthermore, they 
call her names, invade her privacy by digging in her bag and destroy her homework which 
shows a lack of respect. Therefore, these are clear signs of bullying which effects her 
psychologically which is supported with the words 'quiet' and 'reserved'. 
 
In critical theory, I like the idea of looking at the whole picture at a glance which I feel is 
important in the holistic view of the child and from there figuring out a way that can solve the 
problem which is bullying. Therefore, involving the community is necessary to discuss matters 
as a whole pertaining to the child and with all reaching a mutual understanding in how to 
approach the situation in the best care possible. Furthermore, I believe these steps will help 
Tshedi in finding the strength or courage within herself (self-confidence) to stand up to such 
behaviour (feminism). 
 
Therefore, the following pointers are all aspects pertaining to conflict resolution. 
 
■ Body 
 
A few key players in critical theory is Michael Foucault and Karl Marx whereas in feminism, it is 
Jane Rowland Martin, Betty Friedan and Germaine Greer. However, I would use Michael 
Foucaults, Karl Marx and Jane Martins theory in solving Tshedi's problem. 
 
As a teacher, I can take action within the classroom which is to introduce 1 of the character 



pillars, self respect for yourself and self respect for others (feminism). Therefore, I could 
introduce this by reading an educational book based on a good life lesson. 
 
Furthermore, I would help guide Tshedi in developing her self-confidence by encouraging her to 
be happy and in that way help her feel safe and comfortable enough to communicate with me 
but provide support to those who bully Tshedi as well. I would also question myself in the sense 
of if I have maybe done something to maybe contribute to their behaviour since they do call her 
'teachers favourite'. Therefore, we are changing the system!, critical theory. 
 
I could also arrange a meeting with the parents on which we discuss (questions) Tshedi's 
situation at school. Furthermore, this supports Jane Martins view on how a great deal of 
'teaching' takes place in the home. Therefore, in the meeting, we will be able to discuss on how 
they can also help their daughters spiritual growth, developing woman power!.  
 
The bullies which are Tshedi's classmates definately have a hold on her since she has not said 
or done anything but keep quiet. Therefore, I could speak to the parents and explain the 
situation to them and why I feel seeing a child psychologist is in her favour. To have their 
support will go a long way in helping Tshedi's case. Marxist and critical theorists believe in one 
not being able to experience happiness if we continue to be dominated by people. By speaking 
to the child psychologist, we are building on that psychological power! and in feminism, its all 
about acknowledging that you have a fundamental right in expressing your opinion, to build on 
that self-esteem but to also acknowledge your weakness. Michael Foucault felt very strongly 
about acknowledging ones way of living under such harsh conditions. Therefore, he believed in 
the power of being in control, shaping power!  
 
■ Conclusion 
 
Therefore, by involving all parties to discuss and help with all aspects of Tshedi's situation, she 
is able to acknowledge herself, her situation and inner strength (feminism). Therefore, Tshedi 
would have succeeded in identifying who is in power and who is not but if Tshedi slips back into 
her hole, there is the chance of it leading to despair and violence (critical theory) as well lack a 
basic level of mutual understanding amongst all students (feminism). 
 
Section C (30) 
 
Question 1 : 
 
Explain the difference between existentialism and hermeneutics, Give 5 identifying 
characteristics of each theoretical framework. (10) 
 
● Hermeneutics uses symbols to help conjure human emotions whereas in existentialism they 
dont rely on symbols but self expression itself, encourages individualism. 
● People depend on hermeneutics to create meaning and therefore, understanding whereas in 



existentialism, its a matter of depending on your belief from your own upbringing, making 
decisions and choices. 
● Hermeneutics highlights the importance of dialogue in arriving at an understanding of an issue 
or listening to a song whereas with black existentialism, it is believed outside influences such as 
songs can effect a persons existence by listening to a words that reflects racism. 
● With hermeneutics such as songs it consists of words and how other people feel but with 
existentialism, they rely on their own intuition, feelings and thoughts. 
● With hermeneutics, self expression is expressed in a variety of different shapes and form and 
from there its taking pieces that relate to us to create meaning and reach a certain level of 
understanding but with existentialism, its a matter of not just taking something that resignates 
with us but question peoples ideas and values. 
 
Question 2 :  
 
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of logical empiricism. (10)  
 
■ Advantages : 
 
● Learning from ones experience. 
● Be able to respect the natural laws of the universe. 
● Think clearly. 
● Be able to test the truth that people claim. 
● Understanding how our physical world operates. 
 
■ Disadvantages : 
 
● Too much focus is placed on science. 
● It views human beings as machines. 
● Ignores human values. 
● Ignores anything that cannot be explained scientifically. 
● Truth is restricted to what we can experience through our 5 senses. 
 
Question 3 : 
 
3.1 Define modernism (2) 
 
● Modernism holds the belief that science and tecnology can fix everything.  
● Modernism is based on how science has improved and will improve and especially change 
lives. Furthermore, it is based on facts. 
 
3.2 Define postmodernism (2) 
 
● Postmodernism tells us that there must be something else besides science and technology 



that can fix things. Furthermore, it is believed that the media can be deceiving and how one 
needs to question science and that of the progress, what drives us?. 
● In postmodernism, it is believed that to search for true meaning, you need the help of 
experiencing all emotions. 
 
3.3 Give 3 philosophies related to postmodernism and explain the relation. (6)  
 
● Empiricism - Postmodernism encourages us to rethink our beliefs and in empiricism we can 
end up believing in something that is based on our personal experiences and people have 
questioned religious experiences before since these visions happen to some and not all and 
therefore, supports the statement in postmodernism on how it encourages one to rethink ones 
beliefs. 
● Phenomenology - Phenomenology encourages us to ask questions in order to figure out who 
we are whereas in postmodernism it is similar in the sense of asking questions in order to not be 
vulnerable to societies negative influences. Therefore, just like in postmodernism we need to 
take control of ones own thoughts because both empiricism and postmodernism empowers us 
to act by thinking and feeling! 
● Form of feminism - Postmodernism does involve questioning science but its a matter of not 
being vulnerable to societies negative influences but there is a saying called we are human. 
Therefore, this is where feminism comes in, when questioning the science/facts, one hopes they 
dont come across any negative statements that are seen as hurtful. 
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🎩 Section B (20) 
 
"Grace is a young English teacher who has just joined a rural high school following deployment 
by the provincial Department of Education. Her new head of department who is male, is hard on 
Grace and makes unreasonable demands that Grace perceives as abuse of his position of 
power. She is uncomfortable opening up to her colleagues in the staffroom for fear that they will 
react and respond to her concerns, and she does not know what their relationships are like with 



the head of department." 
 
How can you as a teacher assist Grace in dealing with her abusive head of department and 
reach an amicable solution to her problem with her work environment. Focus on feminism. 
 
● Introduction (5) 
 
- Describe the problem. 
- Motivate your use of feminism in order to solve the problem. 
 
● Body (10) 
 
- Discuss feminism briefly (The idea you plan on using) 
- Explain how you can use feminism as a means to solving this problem. 
 
● Conclusion (5) 
 
- Sum it up (What will be achieved at the end of the day due to the following) 
- Refer to the advantages and disadvantages of feminism with regards to solving the problem.  
 
● Introduction : 
 
Grace is a young English teacher who has recently moved to a new school, rural area. 
However, she was forced to move by the provincial Department of Education. In relation to this 
big change, she is young and vulnerable at this stage in her life because of the fact that she did 
not have a choice and as a result, finds it difficult to adapt to her new lifestyle, fear of the 
unknown. The head of department whom is a male makes unreasonable demands, abuse of 
power. Therefore, does not make the transition of moving any easier. She does not have a good 
relationship with him and its for that very reason that she has not spoken to her fellow 
colleagues, in fear of not knowing their relationship with him and what they may think of her 
situation, communication is a factor. 
 
As a result, she shows signs of insecurity, 'keeps quiet' and questions other peoples actions 
before even playing it out in reality. As far as feminism is concerned in the above scenario, 
equality seems to be an issue as well as develping the courage to stand up for ones rights. 
Therefore, conflict resolution is a necessary process that needs to take place.  
 
● Body : 
 
In feminism, women were dominated by men. In Graces situation, I should support the idea of 
helping her in approaching conflict in a respectable way. Therefore, I would approach Grace 
and encourage her to rather send the head of Department a personal letter without hampering 
anyones judgement of him. This supports the idea behind the First wave feminism which deals 



with equality. Therefore, to be seen as equals. A good point to keep in mind is that Grace has 
the right to reject his unreasonable demands. Therefore, women do have the power to say no. 
However, despite her view on the matter, she will never know the truth about the reason behind 
his behaviour as she has 'perceived' unless she sends out that letter which supports logical 
empiricism, finding out the main root to a problem. 
 
Feminsm also supports building ones psychological power! Therefore, I would talk to the staff in 
arranging a gathering for Grace to merely welcome her into her new school as well as form new 
friendships. I would hope this is a positive step forward in helping her to feel safe enough to 
communicate with others as well as to come to terms with her new location. Furthermore, a nice 
way to encourage a positive mindset! is to suggest planning a fun meet up session once a week 
where the staff connect and socialise by playing games. 
 
● Conclusion : 
 
Grace has been dealing with internal and external issues that require immediate attention. She 
cannot ignore her feelings or otherwise she will always be unhappy and without the support 
from the staff, she would feel as if she is not apart of a civil community. Therefore, 
communication is essential in building a positive mindset and developing the confidence in 
addressing the problem. 
 
Section C (30) 
 
2.1 Briefly discuss 4 main ideas of critical rationalism and indicate how this theory can assist 
you in your teaching. (10) 
 
● Socrates: Challenge existing ideas and to question them. Encourages freedom of expression, 
individualism. Schools today now encourage critical rationalism and freedom of expression. 
 
- Challenging ideas and critically evaluating each others statements and your owns can help 
one in finding the best solution to a problem in a debate. Furthermore, this idea can help me in 
encouraging them to practise the art of being open minded and respectful to one anothers 
opinion since we all are equal. Therefore, freedom of expression, individualism. 
 
● Carl Sagan: Goes against one telling you what to do and controlling ones fait. Critical 
rationalism should look out for false arguments.  
 
- As a class, we can discuss the main idea of a comprehension. I will ask open-ended questions 
and from there listen and observe for any signs of falsity. A learner may base her view on a 
belief that she grew up with or it could be a case of one being called names. In this case, we are 
practising the art of critical rationalism and the universal values of being respectful. 
 
● To be tolerant and understanding. However, it is not easy to admit when one is wrong but in 



the case of having a different idea to another, we can question a belief that is believed to be 
true. 
 
- After picking up litter in the playground, the class can discuss the importance of such an act, Is 
it neccessary or not?. As a teacher, I can predict different responses and encourage the 
students to be tolerant and understanding. 
 
● To be objective which makes it easier in seeking the truth or solving a problem. 
 
- As a Grade 3 teacher, in a Maths lesson, when doing problem solving story sums on the mat, 
we can read a story sum all together and then I can encourage the learners to read the 
sentences carefully by themselves followed by asking the one student with a basic question, 
Which sum do you think it is? Why? Who disagrees? Why?. Therefore, I can encourage critical 
thinking at a young age. However, in this case I would remind them to stick to the text, the 
words. Therefore, the facts. 
 
2.2 Discuss 5 main ideas of African Philosophy. (10) 
 
● Ethnic philosophy  
 
The Africans religious and moral beliefs as well as having the strength and ability to criticise 
their own traditions.  
 
Therefore, this philosophy refers to their desire to show civil rational thought, its their strength, 
where they show they have power. 
 
● Sage Wisdom Philosophy  
 
The people who are wise, think critically and feel free to challenge the communities decisions 
with their own thoughts. 
 
● Pure Philosophy 
 
To respect laws and regulations. To learn from ones experience. To critically evaluate what and 
what not to believe. To seek meaning or purpose in life as honestly as possible in the troubles 
that they face today. To co-exist while feeling free to express themselves. 
 
● Political Philosophy 
 
These ideas are based on the government, how they can limit power. To maintain survival and 
enhance quality of human life while being faithful to their own personal beliefs. 
 
● Ubuntu  



 
Ubuntu is a nice way to remind learners of the importance of developing a positive mindset and 
how to form good relationships with one another. Therefore, the idea of Ubuntu would be nice to 
encourage in the classroom because by building relationships in social groups, they form 
friendships and with that learn basic values such as love and forgiveness which all are factors in 
ones happiness and with that develop social skills in co-existing with one another. 
 
2.3 Name 5 main ideas of Hermeneutics. Indicate 2 subjects in where you can use 
Hermeneutics in your teaching. (10) 
 
● Hermeneutics uses symbols to help conjure human emotions. Hermeneutics can come in 
different shapes and form (ie poetry or music) and from there its a matter of us taking bits and 
pieces that relate to us to and with that create meaning. Furthermore, you end up reaching a 
certain level of understanding.  
● Furthermore, the individuals experience influences how we understand the world. 
● One needs to either observe or listen when taking in information. Otherwise, hermeneutics 
cannot conjure up any emotion.  
● Hermeneutics highlights the importance of using a dialogue or a song in arriving at a basic 
understanding of an issue.  
● Universal symbols are the key to ones happiness and healing. They are seen as clues that 
guide people in how to live their lives. 
 
- Science: A discussion on Mercury. I will use pictures to communicate my ideas on the planet, 
What do you think Mercury looks like?What shape is it? Which one do you feel most happiest 
with?. Therefore, by asking them questions and getting them involved, their experience will 
influence the way they see the planet.  
 
- Mathematics: I would encourage the learners to take a story sum and convert it into a number 
sentence. However, they can write it as how they see it. For example: The usual way is 25 + 15 
+ 10 = □ but maybe because the story sum is referring to a pattern, the learner could see it as  
○ + □ + ○ = ◇. Therefore, their experience in reading the text lead to them developing such a 
mathematical clue! 
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