
 
Proponents: 

- Ludwig Wittgenstein 

- Bertrand Russell 

- A J Ayer 

 

- Russell and Ayer focused on three things: 

* logic 

* linguistic meaning 

* verifiable facts 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

Main ideas: 

1. The exact meaning of words 

2.  Question:  

- “What is the meaning of this word or sentence?” 

- “What is the meaning of these symbols?” 

3. Any statement that is true or false by definition can be 

expressed in the form of symbolic logic 

 

Advantages: 

Linguistic analysis  can help us to: 

- Think more clearly 

- Be precise in what we mean 

- Spot hidden assumptions in arguments 

- Be aware of manipulation and dishonesty in all forms of 

propoganda, including the mass media 



 

Disadvantages: 

Linguistic analysis can’t help us with: 

- Moral problems 

- Life choices 

- Facing our own mortality 

- Seeing the people we love suffer 

- Our own suffering 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- If we try to solve a problem and it fails then we are 

dealing with a false problem 

- dealing with a meaningless set of words 

- analyse how language work 

- closely analysing what a fact is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The method of enquiry in philosophy that argues that 

experience gained through the traditional five senses 

(seeing, hearing, touching, smelling, tasting) gives us our 

most reliable form of information. 

 

Proponents: 

- Ludwig Wittgenstein 

-Bertrand Russell 

-AJ Ayer 

- J Locke 

- D Hume 

- RS Peters 

- BF Skinner 

- Vienna Circle 

(People who promote empiricism tend to be critical of the 

claims of religion and the claims of ideologies such as 

Marxism) 

 

Country of origin: 

British and American philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Main ideas: 

1.” How do I know if something is true?” 

- “I only know something is true if I have experienced it 

through my senses.” 

- “I only know if something is true if I can test if 

scientifically.”; 

2.  Verification 

3.  Experience 

4.  Analysis 

5. Measurement 

6. Quantitive research 

7. Objectivity 

8. Logical truth 

9. Factual truth 

10.Experiments 

11. Scientific/mathematical statements 

 

 

 

Advantages: 

- Encourage disciplined thinking 

- Discourage prejudice 

- Help with clear thinking 

- Verifies knowledge 

 

Disadvantages: 

- Ignore human values 

- Considers emotions as unimportant 

- Places too much emphasis on science 

 

 



What empiricism can help us to do: 

- Understand how our physical world operates 

- Test the ruth of certain claims 

- Refute what is false 

- Respect the natural laws of the Universe 

- Learn from experience 

 

The failings of empiricism: 

- It places too much emphasis on science 

- It ignores human values 

- It views human beings as machines. 

- It tends to ignore anything that cannot be explained 

scientifically 

- It confines truth to that which can be experienced through 

the senses 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Theory of behaviourism 

- Objectives and results 

- Reinforcements – positive and negative 

 

If we ignore empiricism: 

Fail to learn from our experiences 

Make ourselves vulnerable to anything that is false. 

 

* Empiricism = “experience-ism” 

* All our knowledge is based on our own experience and 

other people’s experiences 

* Linguistic analysis, logical symbolism and empiricism = 

logical empiricism 

* Logical empiricism also called logical positivism 



 

 
 

The method of enquiry in philosophy that encourages 

questioning  

 

Proponents: 

Socrates 

W Brezinska 

Stephen Hawking 

Albert Einstein 

Karl Popper 

Godwin Sogolo 

Helen Suzman 

Hannah Arendt 

Nelson Mandela 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 
Main ideas: 

Debate 

Freedom of expression 

Falsifiability 

Questioning 

Open society 

Criticism 

Explanation 

Democracy 

Anti-authoritarian 

Non-dogmatic 

Advantages: 



 Encourage questioning 

Encourages open-mindedness 

Question what people in authority tell us. 

Promote justice and fairness 

Basis for democracy 

Solve problems 

Be more open for what other people think 

Examine our own opinions and ideas more carefully 

Be more tolerant and understanding 

 

Disadvantages: 

- No help with quick decisions/ immediate action 

- Makes people feel insecure 

- Cannot help with finding meaning in life 

- Cannot deal with people who are dishonest 

- Cannot help us solve the problem of suffering 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Debate/dialogue 

- Explanation 

- Rational problem solving 

- Questioning (question everything we are told) 

 

If we ignore critical rationalism: 

We will become very gullible people who can be manipulated by others 

End up being guilty or doing real harm to ourselves or others because we fail 

to question what people in authority tell us. 

 

* Critical rationalism also called = scientific rationalism 

* Empiricism and critical rationalism are partners. 

* Both methods of enquiry in philosophy emphasise the need to search out 

the truth as honestly as possible. 

* Empiricism focuses on searching for objective truth 

* Critical rationalism focuses on avoiding falsity 

* Critical rationalists ask one simple question: “Are we sure we’re right?”/ 

“How do we know this is true?” 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The method of enquiry in philosophy that 

asks “What is the meaning of life” 

( “ Is this how I want to spend my life?”) 

 
Proponents: 

Jean-Paul Sartre 

Frantz Fanon 

Jean Baudrillard 

Jacques Derrida 

Friedrich Nietzsche 

WEB du Bois 

Kalushi Koka 

Michel Foucault 

Luce Irigaray 

Simone de Beauvoir 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

 



Main ideas: 

- Self- examination 

- Self-discovery 

- Decisionmaking 

- Choicemaking 

- Meaning of life 

- Understanding of existential purpose 

- Opposed to nihilism 

 

Advantages: 

- Question other people’s ideas and values 

- Be more (seeks openness) open about ourselves 

- Trust our instincts 

- Helps us to spot fakes 

- Encourages us to enjoy life more 

 

Disadvantages: 

- May make us too trusting 

- Can be confusing 

- May lead to despair 

- Can cause anger and helplessness 

- May be seriously disruptive 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Individuals should find their own meaning in life 

 

* Existentialism = existence-ism 
 



 

 
 

The philosophy of nothing 

 

Nihilist – people who believe that life has no meaning 

Nihilism is the opposite of existentialism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

African philosophy is a holistic philosophy which shares 

certain ideas with Buddhist philosophy: it stresses the 

improtance of the human community and the community’s 

place in the Universe. 

African Philosophy claims tha thappiness at least partially 

consists of livingfor others, in supporting each other. 

It is an anti-materialistice philosophy. 

It is a form of existentialism 

 
Proponents: 

Kwame Anthony Appiah 

Kwasi Wiredu 

Leopold Senghor 

Peter Bodunrin 

Amilcar Cabral 

Frantz Fanon 

Segun Gbadegesin 

Kwame Gyekye 

Paulin Hountondji 

John Mbiti 

Ngugi wa Thiong’o 

Henry Odera Oruka 

Tsenay Serequeberhan 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

 

 



Main ideas: 

Oral tradition 

Indigenous knowledge sytems 

Anticolonialism 

Cosmos 

Deity 

Community at the centre of life 

Ubuntu 

Humanness 

 

 

 

Advantages: 

- Build communities 

- Encourage human beings to be more humble 

- Give us a deeper understanding of ourselves 

- Help us appreciate mystery 

- Re-examine the need for tradition in human life 

- Promotes African identity 

- Considers tradition to be important 

- Provides cultural unity 

- Orientated towards participatory/group 

 

Disadvantages: 

- It does not challenge power structures 

- Unable to accept women as men’s equals 

- Does not encourage critical thinking 

- Tends to ignore the need of the individual person 

- It tolerates cruel superstitious practices (eg burning of witches) 

- Not widely accepted 

- Relies too much on tradition 

- Comprises more than one philosophy 

 

 

 



Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Use different ethnic and cultural groups in examples 

- Tolerance 

- Respect 

- Group work 

- Transmission of culture and traditions 

 

African philosophy consists of the following methods of enquiry: 

- Ethnic philosophy 

- Sage (wisdom) philosophy 

- Political philosophy 

- Pure philosophy 

 

 

Ethnic philosophy: 

- Can be defined as “the philosophy of Africa.” 

- Distinctive 

- Consists of the religious and moral beliefs of the continent of 

Africa 

- Should not be simplified 

- Holistic 

 

Sage (wisdom) philosophy: 

- Focuses on incividuals in society who are known to be wise and 

far-sighted and who can think critically 

-These people challenge the authority of the community’s decision. 

- These people been social critics and innovators 

 
Political philosophy: 

Main proponents: - Kwame Nkrumah 

                              - Julius Nyerere 

                              - Amilcar Cabral 

                              - Leopold Senghor 

                              - Frantz Fanon 

- Different from capitalist, socialist or communist political philosophies. 

 



Pure philosophy: 

- empiricism 

- critical rationalism 

- existentialism 

 

Main proponents: - Kwasi Wiredu 

                              - Peter Bodunrin 

                              - Henry Odera Oruka 

                              - Kwame Anthony Appiah 

                              - Paulin Hountondji 

 

* African traditional thought,like classical Western 

traditonal thought, asks the following questions: 

How should we understand the universe? 

Who and what is God? 

Who is my neighbour? 

What is my duty to my community? 

How should my community be governed and led? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The central ethical idea in traditional African thought! 

Ubuntu = humanity 

             = A human being is a human being through other                                                                                         

                human beings.              

             = “I am because you are” 

Ubuntu recognises that the human self exists and develops 

only in relationsips with other persons. 

It is a commitment to peaceful co-existence among 

ordinary South Africans in spite of their differences. 

Proponent:  Joe Teffo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Critical theory is the method of enqyuiry in philosophy 

that radically questions existing social, political and 

economic systems. 

The concern with changing a system or beating the 

system, be it economic, social or political, is reflected in 

the method of enquiry in philosophy referred to as critical 

theory. 

Critical theory believes that any form of power structure 

is dangerous,destructive and oppressive. 

 

Proponents: 

- Karl Marx 

- Michel Foucault 

- Paul Freire 

- Jurgen Habermas 

- H Marcuse 

- T Adorno 

- Frankfurt School 

- Jesus of Nazareth 

- Gautama Buddha 

- Moses 

- Mohammed 

- Leon Trotsky 

- Frantz Fanon 

- Amilcar Cabral 

- Most feminists 



Country of origin: 

German philosophy 

 

Main ideas: 

- Ethics are important 

- Criticism of power structures 

- Focus on power games 

- Wants to liberate everybody from oppression 

- Knowledge created by humans 

 

Advantages: 

- Realistically assess power structures 

- Identify those who have power and those who 

don’t (unmask the powerful) 

- Identify weaknesses in existing power relations 

- Define our own, personal power and 

weaknesses 

- Re-examine our priorities 

- Re-assess our lives 

- Opposed to marginalisation 

- Encourage emancipation 

 

 

 

 



Disadvantages: 

- It may lead to despair 

- Language is often difficult 

- It can become fanatical 

- It can be too idealistic 

- It is sometimes too simplistic in tis analysis of 

power 

- It may lead to despair and violence 

- It tends to ignore human emotions and desires 

- It can be a very grim philosophy 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Critical pedagogy 

- Everybody has a voice 

- Critical thinking – agains marginalisation 

 
Other philosophies and ideologies influenced by critical 

theory: 

Marxism (The most famous of critical theory is Marxism. 

Marxism wants to abolish all inequalities of wealth and all 

social inequalities) 

Feminism (women’s rights) 

Black rights movements 

Some postmodernist thinking 

Socialism (Critical theory is a form of social criticism) 

 

 



 
 

Proponents: 

Ludwig von Bertalanffy 

T Parsons 

Engineers in general 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

 

Main ideas: 

Analysis 

Complexity 

Dynamic relations 

Problem-solving 

Systematic approach 

Wholeness – (sees things as a whole rather 

than splitting things into parts) 

Functionality 

 



Advantages: 

- Encourages logical analysis 

- Disciplined thinking 

- Analytical, thorough approach 

 

Disadvantages: 

- No focus on ethics 

- Ignores problems of power 

- No focus on emotions 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

Understanding of systems 

Analysis of systems 

Changing of systems 

Keep the objective of a system in mind 

 

Systems theory asks the following questions: 

Where does the system fit into the total environment? 

How do the components of the system fit together? 

What helps the system to work and what prevents it 

from working more efficiently? 

What is the goal of the system? 

 

 

If we ignore critical theory: 

We are likely to live our lives according to the whims 

and manipulations of powerful structures. 



 

 

 
 

Proponents: 

- N’Dri Assie-Lumumba 

- Florence Abena Dolphyne 

- Amina Mama 

- Lindiwe Zulu 

- Maria Nzomo 

- Mamphela Ramphele 

- Catherine Odora Hoppers 

- Molara Ogundipe-Leslie 

- Ifi Amadiume 

- Nnaemeka Ovioma 

- Ama Ata Aidoo 

- Philomina Okeke 

- Rodo Barbre Gaidzanwa 

- Margaret Atwood 

- Naomi Wolf 

- Maria Mzamo 



Country of origin: 

 

 

Main ideas: 

- Male domination 

- Female oppression 

- Social roles 

- Sexual stereotyping 

- Power 

- Exclusion 

- Patriarchy 

 

Advantages: 

- Encourage women and men to re-examinge 

their value systems 

- Give women enormous psychological and 

moral power (empowers woman) 

- Help “rescue” traditional mariiages that are 

failing. 

Give women courage 

Bring alternative ideas to social problems 

 

 



Disadvantages: 

- It tends to dismiss the power and affection 

created by romantic love between men and 

women 

- It limits dialogue and understanding 

between men and women 

- It tends to protray all men as naturally 

predatory 

- It encourages women to refuse to work 

alongside men – this may be self-defeating 

in terms of social change 

- It tends to idealise women 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Questions traditional social roles 

- Tolerance and respect 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Proponents: 

- Husserl 

- Martin Heidegger 

- M Green 

- Jacques Derrida 

- The Dalai Lama 

- Credo Mutwa 

- Kwame Gyekye 

- Chwudum Okolo 

- Oshita Oshita 

- Martin Luther King 

- Albert Einstein 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Main ideas: 

- Inner being is more important than the 

outside world 

- Essence of a phenomenon is being 

researched 

- Important in various religions, such as 

Buddism 

- Discovery of truth is important 

 

Advantages: 

- Examine our lives closely 

- Reject false value systems (eg materialism) 

- Slow down 

- Lead less stressful lives 

- Resist other people’s demands and 

expectations 

- Find happiness 

- Ethical concerns are important 

- Humanitarian and compassionate 

 

 

 

 



Disadvantages: 

- It can accept social evil 

- It leads to mental confusion 

- It can be very morally demanding 

- It has been criticised for not being a 

problem-solving philosophy 

- It tends to be too uncritical of authority  

- Can be authoritarian 

- Language can be difficult 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Learning is the discovery of the self 

- Teaching is helping learners to discover 

who they are  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Proponents: 

- Carl Jung 

- Hans-Georg Gadamar 

- Martin Heidegger 

- Wilhelm Dilthey 

- Tsenay  Serequeberhan 

- John Mbiti 

- Ngugi wa Thiongo 

- Cain Hope Felder 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

Main ideas: 

- Culture and history important 

- Art, drama and music important – creativity 

- Importance of listening and watching 

- Individual’s life experience 

- Understanding of the world 

- Conciliation, peacemaking 

- Dialogue 

- Anti-authoritarian 

 



Advantages: 

- Encourages individuals to create own meaning 

- Discover our own hidden artistic abilities 

- Resist scientific arrogance and domination 

- Understand each other 

- Be more tolerant of each other 

- Anti-authoritarian 

- Dialogue important 

- Encourages learning as a life-long process 

 

Disadvantages: 

- Very subjective 

- Can lead to waffle 

- Lack of disciplined thinking 

- Can’t define problems 

- Can’t overcome injustice 

- Indecisive 

- Can’t take action 

- Not very logical 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Learning as interpretation 

- Teaching as dialogue 

 

 



 
 

 

Proponents: 

- Jacques Derrida 

- Michel Foucault 

- Jean Baudrillard 

- Jacques Lacan 

 

Country of origin: 

 

 

Main ideas: 

- Grand narratives – need to silence 

dominant voices – no single truth 

- Linguistics – language games 

- Truth and falsity – human creation 

- Critique of reason 

- Imagery and symbolism 

- Values/ethics 

 



Advantages: 

- Re-assess the quality of our lives 

- Resist pressures to turn into workaholics 

- Leads to more creative energy  

- Question the claims of rigid morality 

- Lead freer lives 

 

Disadvantages: 

- It may encourage destructive behaviour as 

drug dependency (negative attitudes)  

- It has not yet given us any alternatives to 

science as a way forward ( does not provide 

alternatives) 

- Discourage desciplined effort 

- It can lead to despair 

- It is elitist. 

- Inaccessible 

 

Ideas on learning and teaching: 

- Questioning  of all truths  

- Teaching as dialogue/questioning 

- Self-empowerment 

 



 


