
The Road Not Taken

Robert Frost (1874–1963)

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

A  nd   sorry I could not travel both

A  nd   be one traveller, long I stood

A  nd   looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth; 5

Then took the other, as just as fair,

A  nd   having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and w  a  nted   wear;

Though as for that, the p  a  ssing there  

H  a  d worn them   really just about the same, 10

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back. 15

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence  :  

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –

I took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference. 20

By us ing this  t i t le the poet draws  the reader ' s  attention to the poem' s  focus  on the 
choice that was  not made, rather  than the choice that was  made. 
The path that was  not chosen, i ronical ly, becomes  the more attractive one, and 
occupies  the speaker ' s  thoughts  much more than the path that he did choose.

Central  image of the poem: 
image of a person s tanding at 
a fork in the path & deciding 
to take one path rather than 
another  (choice between two 
options  in l i fe).

Metaphor:  the “path” i s  a 
metaphor for  a l i fe choice 
made by the speaker.

The speaker found himsel f on a 
l i fe path that was  not popular 
or  chosen by many people 
s ince i t i s  “les s  travel led by ”.

These words  are connected 
because, on that par t icular day, 
the speaker  found himsel f where 
two ways  (paths ) lay before him. 

The speaker knows  that he 
wi l l  not go back to that 
same spot in the wood and 
then take the o ther path.

Denotes  a fork in the 
road.
Connotes  a l i fe choice 
(metaphor ).

Enjambment

Enjambment

“o” assonance “a” assonance

“a” assonance

Anaphora:  Repeti t ion of “And” 
in l ines  2-4, 7, 11 & 20.

Hyphen: apply emphasis 
to the words that follow.

Lacked

He takes  the more appeal ing 
path (“ better claim”), the 
“other ” one that was  “grassy ” 
and not worn down by 
travel lers .

The two paths  (“roads”) are 
s imi lar:  s tanza 2:  “as  jus t as  
fai r ” & “the pass ing there...the 
same”;  s tanza 3:  “ both that 
morning equal ly  lay ”.

I t refers  to  the spot at the fork 
in the road where passers -by 
would have s topped to ponder  
thei r  decis ion as  to  which path 
to take.

The spot would be worn 
down as  travel lers  s tood 
around, moving thei r  feet, 
tr y ing to come to a decis ion 
about thei r  future.

The speaker ' s  intention i s  
to  return so that he can 
travel  along the o ther path 
some time in the future. 
This  i s  i ronic, because he 
wi l l  be unable to  travel  
back into the pas t &  al ter 
his  decis ion.

Therefore

Colon: explanation fo l lows .

Image of the speaker  s tanding 
on his  toes  & s tretching his  
neck, peer ing along the path, 
try ing to get a clearer view of 
the road & his  future, which i s  
“ bent” - unknown & 
unpredictable.

Anti thes is :  Throughout the 
poem the speaker says  that 
these paths  were “fai r ”, “the 
same” & “equal ly ” appeal ing, 
but he says  in l ine 7 that he 
chose “the better  claim”.

Exclamation mark emphas ises  
the speaker ' s  regret.

Of regret

Line 20:  He is  sati s fied 
wi th his  decis ion.

The speaker exercises  
freedom of independent 
choice. Repeti t ion of “I” 
conveys  that he made 
the decis ion.



Anaphora: The deliberate repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of several successive verses, 

clauses, or paragraphs 

Antithesis: A contrast or opposition between two things.

Enjambment: The running on of the thought from one line, couplet, or stanza to the next without a 

syntactical break/punctuated pause.



What is the poem about?

What is the subject of the poem?

 By using this title the poet draws the reader's attention to the poem's focus on the choice that was not 

made, rather than the choice that was made.  

 The path that was not chosen, ironically, becomes the more attractive one, and occupies the 

speaker's thoughts much more than the path that he did choose.

Literal level:

 The poem deals with a choice on the literal level of coming to a fork in the road.

Figurative level:

 The “path” is much more than a specific route through a particular wood – it is a metaphor for a life 

choice made by the speaker.

Who is speaking?

 1st person narrative: the use of “I”.

What is the location/setting of the poem?

 The person is standing infront of two roads diverged in a wood/forest.

Themes and messages of the poem:

 The poem celebrates personal choice, individualism and independence.  It implies that once one has 

decided on a road, there is no turning back.

Attitudes and feelings in the poem:

Emotions and feelings of the speaker:

 The speaker feels nostalgic and reflective in stanza 1.

 He feels regret, remorse and nostalgia in line 13.

 He still feels regtret, but is happy, satisfied and positive in line 20.

Tone of the poem:

 Stanza 1: nostalgic and reflective.

 Line 13: regret, remorse & nostalgia.

 Line 20: happy, satisfied and positive.



Form and structure of the poem (rhyme, rhythm, line length, stanza length, etc.):

 The poem is devidid into 4 stanzas of 5 lines each.

Rhyming scheme:

Stanza 1: Lines 1, 3 & 4: wood, stood, could

Lines 2 & 5: both, undergrowth

Stanza 2: Lines 1, 3 & 4: fair, wear, there

Lines 2 & 5: claim, same 

Stanza 3: Lines 1, 3 & 4: lay, day, way

Lines 2 & 5: black, back

Stanza 4: Lines 1, 3 & 4: sigh, I, by

Lines 2 & 5: hence, difference

 abaab; cdccd; efeef; ghggh.

Rhymes in stanza 1:

 All these rhyming words contain long vowel sounds, which are drawn out and have the effect of 

drawing out the reader's attention, making the action of the poem appear longer.

Characteristics of Robert Frost's poetry:

 The rhyming words are simple and short (most of them are only one syllable long).

 Frost has placed certain rhyming words in relationships with each other, so each of the rhyming 

groups is somehow connected. 

For example:

Stanza 3: lay, day & way

These words are connected because, on that particular day, the speaker found himself in a place 

where two ways (paths) lay before him.  (The word “day” also suggests light and brightness or 

clarity).

When we compare the words “day” and “way” we can see how the speaker is suggesting that 

the clearest route (or “way” ahead) is to go forward by one of the two paths, while going “back” 

(to take another path) would be unlikely, as implied by the rhyme with “black” or darkness.

Type of poem:

 Closed form: poetic form subject to a fixed structure and pattern.



Poetic devices (e.g. metaphors, similes, enjambment, alliteration, personification, 

etc.):

 Explained in the poem above.

The central image of the poem:

 Image of a person standing at a fork in path and deciding to take one path rather than another.

 Broader meaning of this image: The choice between two options in life.

 By using this image, the poem explores the way humans make decisions like this and then wonder 

what might have happened if they had chosen differently.

Personal response to the poem (how do I feel, what impact does the poem have on 

me):

 YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSE!


