The essay question asks that you
1. Identify the main theme.
a. Remember that a ‘theme’ is the “main idea or the underlying meaning of a” text.
b. Explain in the body of the essay HOW the theme is communicated (aka: How have you determined that ______ (for example ‘death’) is the theme of the poem? )
c. The essay question asks you to look at:
i.Poetic Subject
ii.Form
iii.Argument
iv.Diction/Syntax
v.Mood
vi.Main ideas and tropes (inc. figurative language)
vii.Poetic Language
Please understand these are only pointers. Do not use them as a ‘list’ that you can use to structure your essay. I do not want to see (and I am speaking from experience here) essays that have each paragraph structured around each of these elements, or even worse, such paragraphs situated in bullet points or under sub-headings. You need to write an essay which includes these (AND OTHER) aspects of poetry, with the goal of building an argument (aka: each paragraph is intended to build the argument of a theme) of thematic meaning.
 
So for example, some of what you would consider, and how would you related it to the theme: (remember, always tie what you are looking at to the theme – what you think is the theme), that will allow for continuity. Therefore, what I do below, do to each element, including those I have not mentioned here:
viii.What type of words are used? (diction)
ix.Which words are repeated and what is the context of their repetition (syntax –how/where are they repeated and what is the meaning of the sentence/line/phrase). How does this add meaning to the poem and how does the choice of diction add to your identification of the THEME?
x.What tropes are there? (Remember that a trope is “a figurative or metaphorical use of a word or expression”, thus you would look for any and all figurative language (figures of speech) that are present and indicate HOW these relate to the THEME of the poem. Also remember here that you need to IDENTIFY the FoS, indicate where it is (Quote), and explain what the FoS means and how it is significant.
How should your essay look like?
In one continuous piece of writing, with NO bullet points OR headings/subheadings:
You should have your introduction, which gives the reader the WHAT (what text are you analysing? Name it and provide the writer — in this case the poet’s name —, indicate that it is a poem (the other part of the what). Give a general sentence of two about the poem, and indicate the theme (which is the why, remember?). Then round off the paragraph, indicating what the essay will be doing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Then your body should have ALL the HOW. There should not be more than 1000 words in the body, and no LESS than 600 – and that is fairly short. Remember you are looking at DETAIL, and HOW that detail relates to the THEME of the poem.
Then you have your conclusion, where you give NO NEW information, only look at your argument – the argument of a THEME, summarise it in one or two sentences, and close off the essay in another two or so sentences.

