The poetic subject:
Put another way, what is the subject matter or the poem?
 
Section two of the Study Guide explains how one needs to examine not only the singular line of a poem, but then relate that line to other lines. This idea of connectivity was also touched upon within topic one of this tutorial unit.
The study guide makes reference to the word “context” (p. 36), which asks that you attempt to link the words, lines, stanzas together to determine what the poem is actually about.
 
Remember that the guide also makes the distinction between the “poetic subject” (the topic) and the “grammatical subject” (the agent of the action).
At the same time, you must be aware that the poem's theme and its subject matter are also two distinct notions.
·         Theme: would be the main point or idea which the poet is attempting to make.
o   Examples: love, death, hate, greed, pride, liberty, autonomy.
·         Subject: the topic by which the poem express the themes.
Therefore, for example, in a Dylan Thomas poem Do not go gentle into that good night : (http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/do-not-go-gentle-good-night)
·         Theme: Mortality and defiance. The poem expresses a wish to fight against mortality, to defy even at the brink, death. It is about a love of life and a need of life to continue.
·         Subject: Death. The poem uses the subject matter of the dying father a platform for the speaker to rail against death.
 


Explore the title:
Activity 1 asks that you consider the title when attempting to ascertain the subject of the poem. Titles can confirm, challenge or seek to confuse. Some are playful others accurate, but all are important as they provide a first impression of the work which must then be in some way met through the text itself.
 
Read the poem more than once:
Activity 2 asks that you read the poems more than once. Try searching Youtube for recordings of the poems you have been asked to analyse.  The reason for this is two part.
·         It can be easier for individuals to sometimes listen than read a poem. For those who are more audio inclined, understanding will come faster.
[bookmark: _GoBack]·         Poems are meant to be read aloud. There is tone and texture which can be lost when reading silently. The pace and the rhythm of poetry, which often has a strong impact on understanding, will almost always be found in the speaking or reading aloud of the poems.
Thus, do not just read the poems more than once, read them aloud, with the CD there to pace you. It takes time and practice to figure out what words should be emphasised and which should be softly spoken, glossed over. You will find that when your interpretation of a poem is different, the chosen words which are emphasised are also different.
Once again, in your study guide there is a note about the term ‘poet’ and ‘speaker’.
·         I mentioned the term ‘poet’ within topic one and have used the term constantly when discussing the author of a poem.
·         The term speaker I have only used once so far and that has been in relation to the Dylan Thomas poem above. Note how I say that the subject matter provides a platform from which the speaker is able to comment.
·         Just because the poet wrote the poem, it does not automatically mean that it is his or her voice which is meant to be heard when reading said poem. Thus, there is always that distinction between the terms.
 
Sentence by sentence:
Poems are often structured in a very specific manner. Where words are placed, the particular verbal stress placed on vowels and consonants, on syllables of words, how often a word is repeated and where the repletion is placed, what figures of speech are present and where and in what language.
Not only this, but poems are often broken up into stanzas and then lines. A poem of 24 lines could have 5 stanzas, two of which are made up of only two lines each. The grouping of each stanza is important because each might consider a particular idea or at least a particular aspect of such an idea.
You need to break the poem down line by line and word by word.
The study guide indicates a need to seek out verb’s which are used in each line.
·         This is because it is the verbs (and adjectives) which give meaning to the nouns and to the poems itself. These are the words which will help define the poems expression and power.
o   A very good article to read regarding the importance of verbs and adjectives in poetry is an article by A. H. R. Fairchild titledThe Verb and the Adjective in Poetry. http://www.jstor.org/stable/801577?seq=3
Mentioned earlier was the term was the grammatical subject.
·         Once you have looked for verbs and adjectives you must then be able to find the grammatical subject.
o   The agent of the action performed by a verb (p. 37)
o   You need to consider what that verb is acting on: the clouds sweep through the mountains, / drowning their peaks with un-spilled water
o   Given the verbs presented and the grammatical subjects on which these verbs are acted upon, what does the sentence mean? What is the literal meaning and what is the symbolic meaning?
These two lines describe an mountain range. Not only that, but there is a focus on the peak of the mountain, which is covered by clouds. There is a sense of movement within the poem through the verbs "sweep", "drowning" amd "un-spilled" which suggests a buildup of clouds at the mountains peak.
o   Also then begin linking the verbs and the nouns and the adjectives. Clouds which drown the mountains, specifically the peaks. Is this an image of mist or fog? Is the cloud heavy (the “un-spilled water” indicates heavy and threatening)? How tall are these mountains considering how cloud cover could “sweep” over them? Note also the term “peak” which would suggest quite high. Yet, these are only two lines of a ‘poem’ (the line split is indicated with the forward slash: “/”) and therefore the actual subject of the poem, as well as the poems themes are unknown as the clouds, mountains and rain may be a metaphor for something else.
 
Examine Form and Augment:
I briefly wrote on the poetic structure throughout both posts. This ‘step’ within the study guide mentions poetic structure as well and suggests that the form of a poem, how structures in rhyming scheme, in meter and in line structure can and will provide certain contextual clues as to what the meaning of the poem is.
For example, there are certain expectations which arise by the fact that the poem's structure is a sonnet. Going farther, there are conventions of a Petrarchan sonnet which differ from a Shakespearean sonnet, both in structure and in subject and theme.
Within poetry, much as within any other form of literature, when the poem was written is as important as the poems actual setting.
A perfect example of structure is Lady Mary Wroth's A Crown of Sonnets Dedicated to Love (http://allpoetry.com/A-Crown-of-Sonnets-Dedicated-to-Love).
·         This group of sonnets is a small work taken from a much broader work which will not be mentioned here.
·         There are 14 sonnets within the work, with the last line of a sonnet, the first line of the next sonnet, and, within the 14th sonnet’s last line, a repeat of the 1st sonnet’s first line.
·         Each sonnet is a part of a bigger weave and has its own particular topic, which links to the next and which eventually comes full circle to the beginning once more.
·         Often this grouping of sonnets is called the “labyrinth”, not just because that particular metaphor and topic are embedded within the poem, but because the poem itself is very much like a labyrinth.
·         There are of course many many more structural elements of the poem (its rhythm, meter…) which will add to the meaning and complexity of the text.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Diction and Mood:
What words are used, how they are used? Is there a focus of light imagery as opposed to darker imagery? If so, what themes are linked with these images? Is the poem a pastoral one, whose focus is on the idyllic rural life and its rustic yet charming landscapes? Does the poem focus on gleaming streams of clean water or the muddy stale dregs of the city?
This is diction.
All of this adds to the tone. A sombre and dark poem will have heavy and hard words and syllables, where as a light happy poem will most likely be the opposite.
Go through each activity from 01-07 very carefully. These activities will give you the basic understanding of what it means to read a poem.
When writing an essay on poetry, it is possible to only use the poem, your toolkit (for figurative language and other terminology) and the study guide (and if needed a dictionary). If you follow the steps laid out for you in the study guide (break down the poem, what kind of poem is it? What are the expected conventions? Does the poem meet those criteria? How? Why? Language? Lines? Stanza Structure? Structure of entire poem? Verbs? Adjectives? Grammatical Nouns? Mood? Theme? Subject? Title? And on and on and on) you will have more than enough information for the poetry section.
Using the internet for quick finds on poem analysis will not help in this case.
 

