An absolute mastery of the comparative essay is vital before you enter the examination room for your final assessment in this module. 
Here are additional preparatory activities: 
Please do ACTIVITY 1, 2 AND 3. It will prove invaluable. 
Activity 1
Watch a slide show
The following link can be helpful in terms of providing a good basic understanding of how to compare and contrast two or multiple texts- https://www.sophia.org/tutorials/comparing-and-contrasting-texts
Activity 2
Visit the following site:
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-write-comparative-analysis
The article starts us as follows: Throughout your academic career, you'll be asked to write papers in which you compare and contrast two things: two texts, two theories, two historical figures, two scientific processes, and so on. "Classic" compare-and-contrast papers, in which you weight A and B equally, may be about two similar things that have crucial differences (two pesticides with different effects on the environment) or two similar things that have crucial differences, yet turn out to have surprising commonalities (two politicians with vastly different world views who voice unexpectedly similar perspectives on sexual harassment).
Activity 3
I would also like to suggest that as a next step you can begin to take each of the texts and now for each, make a comprehensive list of all of the language features and rhetorical devices that you can identify. Consider very carefully the effect of each one. When you have a good list for each, place them side by side and work through them- which features are similar ?, how do the texts differ? , who is the intended audience? etc. For Activity 3 see the exam prep essay. 
Feedback-
If you have some insights that you would like to share here after completing whichever or all of the above activities suggested , I would love to hear your comments.
n order to complete Act 3 please see: 
MAY/JUNE 2016 Paper 
See Section B 
Question 3 : Read Text A and B carefully. 
ext A is an eighteen line poem written in the first person describing the author’s relationship with the African continent. Text A is an lively poem expressing the poets feelings toward his/her African heritage. Text B is a 26 line poem with an inconsistent rhyme scheme. The poem highlights the contrast between a caged and free bird which is symbolic of oppression. 
Both poems refer to nature in the form of similies and metaphors to explore their various points of view. Both writers use literary devices such as onomatpoiea, punctuation and repetition to convey the meaning, context and feelings of the poems. 
 
Text A - as mentioned above - is written in the first person. First person narratives create an emotional connection between the writer and reader. Speaking in the first person and using words such as “I” makes the feelings of the writer clear and relatable. In line 11 “…At times, and in fear, I have wondered…” the author describes fear in the first person making it understandable, direct and clearly expressed so that the reader can understand, without a doubt, what the writer is trying to convey. 
This is directly contrasting the narrative in which Text B was written. Text B is written in the third person which is noticeably less personal and as such may hinder the establishment of a connection between the reader and the text. However, the benefit of writing in the third person, as in Text B is that the writer is able to make use of animals as a symbol of human oppression. The third person narrative makes the poem less personal, somewhat disconnected, revealing that the poet feels angered by the oppression - showing that the poet is affected by the oppression. 
 
The punctuation in Text A is very similar to that of prose using longer sentences. This makes the poem seem like a story, an easy to relate to narrative. This is effective in helping the audience connect to the poem and generate feelings towards it, helping the reader appreciate and understand the African context and the relationship Africans have with their land. Text B is written in a more typical poetic style which aids the poet in the comparison between the caged and free bird. The stanzas describe the caged and free bird alternately which emphasises the contrast between the to situations and shows how bleak the future of the caged bird really is. 
 
By the same token, Text A makes use of contrasting ideas. In lines 9 to 10 “… lightening have been a cause both of trembling and of hope…”. The poet tells the reader that the lightening brings both fear and and hope to the people of Africa. The fear of the damage lightning can do to a dried-out crop field and hope of the rain that comes with the lightning to water the crops and bring food and income to the people of Africa. The contrast is effective in creating contrasting images in the readers mind which are more powerful and generate powerful emotions in the reader making them understand the fears of the poet. 
Both poets effectively use contradiction. In Text A to generate emotion and in Text B to highlight the stark differences between two situations. 
 
Both poets effectively demonstrate the emotions they are trying to convey through their poems by making use of contrast to highlight the dire situations in both poems. The poets made use of differing structures of the poem to generate different flows throughout their poems and invoke different responses from their audience, lastly, the poets used the narrative to create a connection between the audience and the poems. Most of these techniques were effective and did manage to help the audience to understand the context and feelings of the poems.
 
 
Herewith sie my attempt at the analysis of exam May/June 2016 
I refrained from using my background knowledge of the poem in my analysis. 
 
However, I did struggle to discuss all the devices I found in only 600 words. I decided to discuss the ones I found most important. 
 
Many thanks, Lexi 
Write a comparative essay to illustrate how each writer makes use of linguistic and structural features to give meaning to the content, context, feelings, identity, tone and intention.
I am going to suggest an introduction. It can be very short and must simply introduce the reader to the topic you are going to discuss.
In each of the texts for analysis, Text A and Text B, the writer has made use of linguistic and structural features to create meaning. The essay will compare and contrast how each writer has used these features to give meaning to the content, context, feelings, identity, tone and intention of each text.  
Next, I am going to make sure that we all understand the meaning of linguistic and structural features: Language features: Anything to do with language.  Lexicon/vocabulary: are there recurring words or types of words? Repetition is a language feature. Cohesion is one of the two qualities that give a written or spoken text unity and purpose, the other being coherence. It refers to the use of linguistic devices to join sentences together, including conjunctions, reference words, substitution and lexical devices such as repetition of words, collocations and lexical groups. Cohesion is a language feature: there are so many examples. Discuss them when you must discuss language features. We should even discuss Grammar (Clause, Group, Phrase) Problems of syntax, inappropriate word order, etc.
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