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Dear Student 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Welcome to the Department of Political Sciences! We trust that you will find the module(s) for 
which you have registered, interesting and stimulating. We hope that you will be successful in 
your academic endeavours and will continue studying in this Department by selecting other 
modules that we offer.  
 

You will receive a number of tutorial letters during the year. A tutorial letter is our way of 
communicating with you about teaching, learning and assessment.  
 
Tutorial Letter 101 contains important information about the scheme of work, resources and 
assignments for this module. It is essential that you pay careful attention to the contents of 
this tutorial letter as it contains important information for the successful completion of 
this module. Read through this tutorial letter first before you go over the study guide or 
prescribed book as it will point you towards the relevant and important aspects of the 
module.  
 
In Tutorial Letter 101, you will find the assignments and assessment criteria as well as 
instructions on the preparation and submission of the assignments. This tutorial letter also 
provides all the information you need with regard to the prescribed study material and other 
resources and how to obtain it. Please study this information carefully and make sure that you 
obtain the prescribed material as soon as possible.  
 
We have also included certain general and administrative information about this module. Please 
study this section of the tutorial letter carefully. Right from the start we would like to point out 
that you must read all the tutorial letters you receive during the semester immediately and 
carefully, as they always contain important and, sometimes, urgent information.  
 
When you register, you will receive an INVENTORY LETTER containing information about your 
tutorial matter. Also, see the brochure entitled Study@Unisa. 
 
This module consists of the following tutorial matter: 
 

 

 Tutorial Letter  101 

 Tutorial letter 201 (To be supplied after completion of compulsory 
assignments) 

 Study guide (titled International Political Dynamics) 
 

Note: Some of this tutorial matter is available for download on myUnisa 
under the Official Study Materials tool. 

 

 
Students must take note of the importance of myUnisa and getting access to the Internet 
regularly. These ICT tools make it much easier to communicate with the university, with your 
lecturers, and with other students about their learning and challenges. In addition, you will need 
to have registered on myUnisa in order to submit assignments, access library resources, 
download study material, etc. But the most important thing to remember is that myUnisa will 
give you additional chances to participate in activities, tasks and discussions around your 
module topics, your assignments, your marks and your examinations. 
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2 PURPOSE AND OUTCOMES  
 
2.1 Purpose 
 
The aim of this module is to introduce students to international political dynamics to enable 
them to understand and analyse the individual actors and their interactions with one another in 
international politics, using both a macro- and a micro-approach.  
 
2.2 Outcomes 
 

 Evaluate the major developments that took place in the evolution of the state system 

 Have a basic understanding of theories of international relations 

 Identify and analyse the actors operating in the international system 

 Describe and discuss the process of foreign policy making 

 

3 LECTURER(S) AND CONTACT DETAILS 
 
3.1 Lecturer(s) 
 

Mr Teboho Molete 

Tel: (012) 429 6362 

Fax: (012) 429 6085 

E-mail: moletnt@unisa.ac.za 

Office: Theo van Wijk Building 7-19, UNISA Main Campus, Muckleneuk, Pretoria, South Africa 
 
3.2 Department  
 
The Department offers three subjects namely: Politics (including South African politics), 
International Politics (including Strategic Studies) and African Politics.  
 
For general information on Politics and International Politics please contact: 
 
Mr Funny Tabane   
Tel: (012) 429-6854 
Fax: (012) 429 6085 
Email: tabanfj@unisa.ac.za 
 
For general information on African Politics please contact: 
 
Mr Solly Mudau  
Tel: (012) 429-8560 
Fax: (012) 429 6085 
Email: Mudauas@unisa.ac.za 

mailto:tabanfj@unisa.ac.za
mailto:Mudauas@unisa.ac.za
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3.3 University 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS 
 
You will find general Unisa contact details in the “Study@Unisa” brochure. Students are 
reminded to use their student number when contacting the university.   
  

4 RESOURCES 
 

4.1 Prescribed books 
 

There are no prescribed books for this module.  
 

4.2 Recommended books 
 

Lamy, S. and Masker, J.  2016. Introduction to Global Politics.  4 th ed. Oxford University Press 

Mansbach, R. W. and Taylor, K.L. 2013.  Introduction to Global Politics, 2nd. Routledge 
 
4.3 Electronic reserves (e-reserves) 

 
There are no recommended e-reserves for this module. 

Additional resources 

Chapter from a book: 

Note that this chapter is recommebded for one of the sections of your study plan. It is 
available as an e-book on the UNISA library website. Please download it as soon as 
possible:  

Mintz, A., and DeRouen, K. 2010. “Types of decisions and levels of analysis in foreign policy 
decision making”, in Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making. Cambridge: New York. Pp 
15-37.  
 

Newspaper article: 

Note that this article can be used in your assignments. It will be recommended reading 
for these assignments, so please download it as soon as possible: 

Soufan, A. 2014. The sad legacy of 9/11: Isis and al-Qaida are stronger than ever. The 
Guardian Online. 11 September 2014.  

[Address:   https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-
years] 

https://www.directtextbook.com/publisher/oxford-university-press
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
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4.4 Library services and resources information  
 

For brief information, go to www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies  
 

For detailed information, go to http://www.unisa.ac.za/library. For research support and services 
of personal librarians, click on "Research support". 

 
The library has compiled a number of library guides: 

 finding recommended reading in the print collection and e-reserves –
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad 

 requesting material – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request 

 postgraduate information services – http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad 

 finding, obtaining and using library resources and tools to assist in doing research – 
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills 

 how to contact the library/finding us on social media/frequently asked questions – 
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask 

 

5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES  
 

 Student-centeredness  

 Access and equity 

 Independent learning 
 

ODL is largely technologically orientated and this section will outline the various modes in which 
students may interact with academics. 
 

5.1 Personal visits 
 

The traditional form of interaction between student and academic is face-to-face sessions. You 
are advised to make an appointment prior to visiting your lecturer for this course. Remember 
that when you visit the Unisa campus, irrespective of whether you visit a lecturer, the library or 
another department, you must have your student card with you.  
 

5.2. Group discussions 
 

You will be notified well in advance of any group discussion to be held. 
 
5.3. e-Tutor 
 
You will be notified if an e-tutor is appointed for this module. 
 
5.4. Free computer and internet access 
 

Unisa has entered into partnerships with establishments (referred to as Telecentres) in various 
locations across South Africa to enable you (as a Unisa student) free access to computers and 
the Internet. This access enables you to conduct the following academic related activities: 
registration; online submission of assignments; engaging in e-tutoring activities and signature 
courses; etc. Please note that any other activity outside of these are for your own costing e.g. 
printing, photocopying, etc. For more information on the Telecentre nearest to you, please visit 
www.unisa.ac.za/telecentres. 

http://www.unisa.ac.za/brochures/studies
http://www.unisa.ac.za/library
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/undergrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/request
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/request/postgrad
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/Research_Skills
http://libguides.unisa.ac.za/ask
http://www.unisa.ac.za/telecentres
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5.5. MyUnisa 
 

If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access resources 
and information at the University. The MyUNISA learning management system is Unisa's online 
campus that will help you to communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the 
administrative departments of Unisa – all through the computer and the internet.  
 

To go to the MyUNISA website, start at the main Unisa website, http://www.unisa.ac.za, and 
then click on the “Login to MyUNISA” link on the right-hand side of the screen. This should take 
you to the MyUNISA website. You can also go there directly by typing in http://my.unisa.ac.za.  
Please consult the publication Study@Unisa which you received with your study material for 
more information on MyUNISA.  
 

5.6. Informal study groups 
 

Open and distance learning (ODL) implies that you are required to work mostly on your own. 
The establishment of an informal study group will go some way in alleviating the problem of 
loneliness and resolving study problems by discussing them with fellow students. You are 
encouraged to establish a study group in your area.   
 

A list of the names and the addresses of fellow students in your area can be obtained from:  
Department of Undergraduate Student Affairs  
PO Box 392  
UNISA  
0003  
South Africa  
All enquiries should be directed to: 
Fax Number : (012) 429 4150 / +27 12 429 4150 
Email  : study-info@unisa.ac.za  
 

 

6 STUDY PLAN 
 
This programme is merely a guideline and should be followed in conjunction with the relevant 
Study Units in your Study Guide and the chapter (e-Reserve).  

Note that the Study Guide is under review – a lot of the information is out-dated, and 
therefore a lot has been cut out of the syllabus. Make sure that you stick to the readings 
outlined in the study plan to know what parts of the Study Guide should be used. 
 
 

THEME 1 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 

 
The world as we know it today has not always existed in its current form. This theme will look at 
the evolution of the international system; as well as one of the most important macro-
international political processes that determine the nature of the system - power. 
‘In macro-international political dynamics the emphasis is on the interactions between actors in 
international politics’ (Study Guide, p 20). This means macro-international political dynamics 
looks at different systems of interaction (also called the systems approach); not necessarily at 

mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
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individual relationships between actors in the international system. Power is one of these 
systems of interaction. 
 

 
UNIT 1: THE EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 

 

 
Reading: Study Guide, p 5-8. 
 
In this unit, you have to be able to:  

- Discuss how the international system evolved during the 18th and 19th centuries (page 5-6) 
- Discuss the nature of the international system during the 20th century (page 6-7) 
- Discuss how the world is in flux in the 21st century – explain what is changing and why 

(page 7-8) 
 
Note that your assignment 1 questions will relate to this unit AND the next unit. Make 
sure that you understand their content in order to properly answer the questions in the 
assignment.   
 

 
UNIT 2: CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL SYSTEM 

 

 

Reading: Study Guide, p 51-53. 
 

In this unit, you have to be able to:  

- Describe and discuss boundaries as a characteristic of the contemporary global system 

- Describe and discuss the nature of the units as a characteristic of the contemporary global 

system 

- Describe and discuss the structure of the system as a characteristic of the contemporary 

global system 

- Describe and discuss the forms of interaction as a characteristic of the contemporary 

global system 

- Describe and discuss the rules of the system as a characteristic of the contemporary 

global system 

- Describe and discuss sources of stability in the system as a characteristic of the 

contemporary global system 

- Describe and discuss sources of change in the system as a characteristic of the 
contemporary global system 

 

Make sure that you understand this section and the previous section – these will form 
part of your assignment 1.  
 

 
UNIT 3: STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM (POWER) 

 

 

Reading: Study Guide, p 21-26. 
 
In this unit you have to be able to:  
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- Describe and explain the organisation of authority in the international system 
- Describe and discuss actors in the international system 
- Discuss the scope and level of interaction among actors in the international system 
- Discuss power relations in the international system 
- Explain ‘poles’ in the international system, and how they affect the system  
- Discuss how the concentration of power in the international system can have an effect on 

the nature of the system 
 
 

THEME 2 

STATES AND FOREIGN POLICY 

 

This theme will focus on one of the micro-international political processes that take place in the 
international system. It will look at how states conduct their foreign policy as one of the sources 
of micro-international political dynamics.  

‘The micro-approach focuses on individual actors in international politics while the macro-
approach focuses on the interactions between these actors’ (Study Guide p 2). In this way, the 
analysis of foreign policy falls into ‘micro-international political dynamics’.  
 

 
UNIT 4: STATES – PURPOSES AND ACTIONS 

 

 
Reading: Study Guide, p 55-56. 
 
In this unit you will have to be able to:  

- Define the four purposes common to all contemporary states 

- Discuss how these (and when) these will become a primary focus for a state 

- Discuss how a state exercises influence over another state (the six different tactics) 

 

 
UNIT 5: FOREIGN POLICY – DEFINITION, EVIRONMENT, GOALS, CHARACTERISTICS, 

INSTRUMENTS 
 

 
Reading: Study Guide, p. 61-70 
 
In this unit you have to be able to:  
 
- Provide a definition of the concept ‘foreign policy’ 

- Briefly discuss the different environments within which foreign policy decision making 

takes place 

- Discuss the different goals of foreign policy 

- Define and explain different characteristics of foreign policy making 

- Identify and discuss the different instruments of foreign policy 
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UNIT 6: INSTITUTIONS THAT INFLUENCE FOREIGN POLICY DECISION MAKING 

 

 

Reading: Study Guide, p. 71-78 
 

In this unit you have to be able to:  

- Explain how foreign policy institutions can influence foreign policy decision making 

- Discuss the relationship between the head of state and foreign policy decision making 

- Discuss the relationship between the head of government and foreign policy decision 

making 

- Discuss the relationship between the minister of foreign affairs and foreign policy decision 

making 

- Discuss the relationship between the legislative authority and foreign policy decision 

making 

- Discuss the relationship between the department of foreign affairs and foreign policy 

decision making 

- Discuss the relationship between other departments and groups and foreign policy 

decision making 
  

 
UNIT 7: TYPES OF DECISIONS IN FOREIGN POLICY DECISION MAKING 

 

 

Reading: Mintz, A. and DeRouen, K. 2010. Page 15-18 
 
In this unit you have to be able to:  

- Define and explain one-shot or single decisions 

- Define and explain strategic, interactive decisions 

- Discuss sequential decision making 

- Discuss group decision making 

- Identify and discuss the differences between unilateral, negotiated, structured and  

unstructured decisions 

- Identify and discuss holistic, heuristic and wholistic decisions 

- Discuss trade-offs in decision making 
 

 
UNIT 8: LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN FOREIGN POLICY DECISION MAKING 

 

 
Reading: Mintz, A. and DeRouen, K. 2010. Page 18-21 
 
In this unit you have to be able to:  

- Discuss individual-level decisions 

- Discuss group-level decisions 

- Discuss coalition decision-making 
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UNIT 9: THE DECISION MAKING ENVIRONMENT 

 

 
 Reading: Mintz, A. and DeRouen, K. 2010. Page 25-30 
 
In this unit you have to be able to: 
 
- Discuss how the decision environment can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how time constraints can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how information constraints can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how ambiguity can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how familiarity can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how the dynamic setting of the process can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how the interactive setting of the process can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how risk can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss how stress can affect foreign policy decisions 

- Discuss the relationship between accountability and foreign policy decisions 
 

 
UNIT 10: REVISION 

 

 

Once you have worked through the units above, you can revise the study plan by working on all 
the questions appearing on theme 1 (units 1-3) and theme 2 (units 4-9)   
 

7 PRACTICAL WORK AND WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING 
 

There are no practical assessments for this module. 
 

8 ASSESSMENT 
 

8.1 Assessment criteria 
 

In this module, the assignments are aimed at assessing:  
 

- general understanding of themes and concepts in the study module 
- practical application of knowledge acquired from themes and concepts studied 
 

The exam intends to assesses: 
 

- the correct application of knowledge acquired  from all the work studied in the module 
 

8.2 Assessment plan 
 

Assignments 01 and 02 will jointly contribute towards a semester mark that counts 20% 
towards your final mark. Your semester mark will be calculated based on the marks you 

have obtained in each of the two assignments. The semester mark, together with your 
examination mark, will thus be used to calculate your final mark and result for this module.  
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Your first assignment is compulsory, as that registers you as an ‘active’ student on the system 
(if you don’t hand in your first assignment then you will not be ‘active’ and you will not be 
allowed into the exam). Your second assignment is also compulsory and adds to your final 
semester mark. 
 

You will receive individual feedback for Assignment 01 and 02 as they are written 
assignments. The first and second assignments are not related, so feedback on the first will 
not affect performance on the second. However, referencing and format skills will apply to 
both, so make sure that you learn from your mistakes for the second assignment! 

There will not be a non-compulsory third assignment. The first two assignments are designed to 
help you develop writing and critical thinking skills, both of which will help you in the exam. 

Please note the closing dates for the submission of these assignments. NO LATE 
SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

Acquaint yourself with the guidelines on how to fill in a mark-reading sheet that you will find in 
the booklet Study@Unisa, which was issued to you on registration.   

Please make sure that the unique number for the appropriate semester and the appropriate 
assignment number are filled in on your mark-reading sheet. An incorrect number will result in 
your assignment going astray.  

 

Also note: 

 

If you have problems submitting answers on myUnisa (or if your written assignment will 

not be accepted by the system), please contact the Assignments Section for assistance.  

 

If you have not received exam entry, please contact the Examinations Section before 

contacting me. Note that if you hand in assignment 1 late, then you might very possibly 

NOT BE REGISTERED AS AN ACTIVE STUDENT. It is therefore very important that you 

complete Assignment 1 so that you can get access to the exam.  

 

 
8.3 Assignment numbers 
 
8.3.1 General assignment numbers 
 
There are two compulsory assignments for each semester.   
 
Semester 1: 
Assignment 01 (Compulsory for semester mark and exam entry) 
Assignment 02 (Compulsory for semester mark) 
 
Semester 2: 
Assignment 01 (Compulsory for semester mark and exam entry) 
Assignment 02 (Compulsory for semester mark) 
 
In order to be admitted to the examination you have to submit Assignment 01. Unfortunately no 
extension for late submissions can be granted. This is due to requirements from the 
Department of Higher Education and Training that have to be met.are active in the period  
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8.3.2 Unique assignment numbers 
 
Semester 1  
Assignment 01: 683438 
Assignment 02: 871792 
 
Semester 2 
Assignment 01: 863497 
Assignment 02: 668909 
 
8.4 Assignment due dates 
 
Semester 1  
Assignment 01: 16 March 2018 
Assignment 02: 20 April 2018 
 
Semester 2  
Assignment 01: 17 August 2018 
Assignment 02: 14 September 2018 
 

8.5 Submission of assignments 
 

It is compulsory to submit assignments in this module.  
 
Both Assignments 01 and 02 are compulsory for the purposes of exam admission and must be 
submitted before or on the closing dates.  

Please read the instructions for each assignment carefully. Both assignments are written 
assignments. For detailed information and requirements as far as assignments are concerned 
see Study@Unisa, which you received with your study package.  
 

PLEASE submit them electronically via myUnisa by following these instructions: 
 

 • Go to myUnisa.  
 • Log in with your student number and password.  
 • Select the module from the orange bar.  
 • Click on Assignments in the left menu.  
 • Click on the assignment number you want to submit.  
 • Follow the instructions.  

 

 

Please note that assignments for Semester 1 and Semester 2 are different. If you are 
registered for Semester 1, then only complete Assignment 1 and 2 from Semester 1. If 
you are registered for Semester 2, only complete Assignment 1 and 2 from Semester 2. 
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8.6 The assignments 
 
8.6.1 Compulsory assignments for semester 1 
 

COMPULSORY ASSIGNMENT 01 

Unique number 

683438 

Closing date 

16 March 2018 

NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

 
The questions for this assignment can be answered by reading: 

Study Guide, p. 5-8, 51-53 

Newspaper article (download):  

Soufan, A. 2014. The sad legacy of 9/11: Isis and al-Qaida are stronger than ever. The 
Guardian Online. 11 September 2014.  

[Address:   https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-
years. 
 
Assignments questions: 
 
1. How did the emergence of democracy change the nature of sovereignty during the 18th 

and 19th centuries? (Study guide p 6)  

2. Provide two causes for the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990s. (Study guide p 7) 

3. Describe and explain the four challenges to state authority in the twentieth century. (Study 

guide p 8) 

4. Explain how non-state actors characterize the international system. Provide at least two 

examples of how they can affect (or contribute to) the system. (Study guide p 51) 

5. Explain how non-state actors like Isis can challenge state authority – use elements from 

the newspaper article, and your answers to question 3 and 4 to strengthen your argument. 

6. For the author (newspaper article), counterterrorism tactics have not worked. Why is this?  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
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8.6.2 Compulsory assignments for semester 2 

 

 

COMPULSORY ASSIGNMENT 02 

Unique number 

871792 

Closing date 

20 April 2018 

NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

 
Reading: 

Mintz, A., and DeRouen, K. 2010. “Types of decisions and levels of analysis in foreign policy 
decision making”, in Understanding Foreign Policy 

Decision Making. Cambridge: New York. pp 15-37.  

Remember that this is an e-reserve and that you can download this chapter as an e-book 
from the UNISA library website. 

Please note: Strictly use this chapter to answer the questions. Download the chapter as 
soon as possible as you cannot answer the questions without reading it.  

 

Assignment questions: 

1. Explain what one-shot (single) decisions and strategic (interactive) decisions are. (p 15) 

2. Explain what sequential decision making is. (p 16) 

3. Explain what group decision making entails. (p 16) 

4. Describe and differentiate between unilateral, negotiated, structured and unstructured 

decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 16-17) 

5. Explain how trade-offs in decision making take place in foreign policy decision making.  

6. (p 17) 

7. Explain individual-level decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 18-19) 

8. Explain group-level decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 19-20) 

9. How does coalition decision making work in foreign policy decision making? (p 20-21) 

10. Provide three reasons why Israel’s foreign policy making is a good example of foreign 

policy making through coalition decision making. (p 21-23) 
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Semester 2 

 

COMPULSORY ASSIGNMENT 01 

Unique number 

863497 

Closing date 

17 August 2018 

NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

 

The questions for this assignment can be answered by reading: 

Study Guide, p. 5-8, 51-53 

Newspaper article (download):  

Soufan, A. 2014. The sad legacy of 9/11: Isis and al-Qaida are stronger than ever. The 
Guardian Online. 11 September 2014.  

[Address:   https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-
years] 
 
Assignment questions : 

1. How did the emergence of democracy change the nature of sovereignty during the 18th 

and 19th centuries? (Study guide p 6)  

2. Provide two causes for the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990s. (Study guide p 7) 

3. Describe and explain the four challenges to state authority in the twentieth century. (Study 

guide p 8) 

4. Explain how non-state actors characterize the international system. Provide at least two 

examples of how they can affect (or contribute to) the system. (Study guide p 51) 

5. Soufan (2014) states that in the fight against Isis, ‘there can be no purely military solution, 

and it cannot be carried on by the West’. With this statement in mind, explain how 

globalization has:  

 

- Contributed to the problem of global terrorism (you can find an example of this in the 

newspaper article) 

- Become one of the solutions to fighting global terrorism (in other words, what does Soufan 

mean by ‘it can be no purely military solution’?) 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
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COMPULSORY ASSIGNMENT 02 

Unique number 

668909 

Closing date 

14 September 2018 

NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

 

Reading: 

Mintz, A., and DeRouen, K. 2010. “Types of decisions and levels of analysis in foreign policy 
decision making”, in Understanding Foreign Policy Decision Making. Cambridge: New York. pp 
15-37.  

Remember that this is an e-reserve and that you can download this chapter as an e-book 
from the UNISA library website. 

Please note: Strictly use this chapter to answer the questions. Download the chapter as 
soon as possible as you cannot answer the questions without reading it.  

 

Assignment questions: 

1. Explain what one-shot (single) decisions and strategic (interactive) decisions are. (p 15) 

2. Explain what sequential decision making is. (p 16) 

3. Explain what group decision making entails. (p 16) 

4. Describe and differentiate between unilateral, negotiated, structured and unstructured 

decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 16-17) 

5. Explain how trade-offs in decision making take place in foreign policy decision making. (p 

17) 

6. Explain individual-level decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 18-19) 

7. Explain group-level decisions in foreign policy decision making. (p 19-20) 

8. How does coalition decision making work in foreign policy decision making? (p 20-21) 

9. Provide three reasons why Israel’s foreign policy making is a good example of foreign 

policy making through coalition decision making. (p 21-23) 

 
Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of taking words, ideas and thoughts of others and passing them off as your 
own. It is a form of theft, which involves a number of dishonest academic activities. 

The Disciplinary Code for Students (2004) is given to all students at registration.  Students are 
advised to study the Code, especially sections 2.1.3 and 2.1.4 (2004:3-4).  Kindly read the 
University’s Policy on Copyright Infringement and Plagiarism as well. 
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How to write assignment 1 (This apply for both semester 1 and 2) 
 
Example of “quote, reference, explain”:  
 
In every question, remember that you have to: 1) quote; 2) reference; 3) explain. 
The purpose of this assignment is not for you to ‘find’ the answer. It is for you to prove that you 
understand the nuances in what the author is trying to say. This means that you don’t only give 
the ‘answer’ (in other words the quote), but that you also explain it in your own words.   

Example 

[This example comes from another journal article. Use it as an example of how you should 
reference and make a distinction between your work and the journal article. You can substitute 
the reference below with the references above (the study guide and the newspaper article). For 
example, Soufan (2014) states that….] 

Hӧglund and Svensson (2009: 178) claim that ‘[entering] into an internal conflict by a mediator 
is not only dependent on the mediator’s willingness to intervene, but also on the belligerents’ 
acceptance of mediation in general, and specifically of a certain mediator’. [In the previous 
sentence, I quoted the authors directly and referenced the journal article and page 
number] This means that when a mediator enters into a conflict, the mediator must be 
motivated to help out. It goes on to say that not only does the mediator have to want to help, but 
the parties that are in conflict have to want mediation to solve the conflict, and have to want that 
specific mediator to be the mediator that will help them to solve the conflict. [In the two 
sentences that follow, I have provided my own explanation of what I quoted in the 
beginning] 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  

IF YOU ONLY COPY THE ‘ANSWER’ FROM THE JOURNAL ARTICLE AND YOU DON’T 

WRITE AN EXPLANATION IN YOUR OWN WORDS, IT IS PLAGIARISM. 

 

You can integrate the quote in the following ways:  

1. Hӧglund and Svensson (2009: 178) claim that/say that…. 

2. According to Hӧglund and Svensson (2009: 178),…. 

3. ‘Entering into an…..’ (Hӧglund and Svensson 2009: 178). This quote means that… 

 

Remember that normally with an internet source like the newspaper article that you have to 

download for this assignment, there are no page numbers. So your reference will look like this 

(for example):  

 

Soufan (2014) claims that…. 
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You will use Harvard method for in-text referencing, which looks like this:  

 
1. Author, year and page number -  (Mandla 1998: 29) 

 

In your bibliography, your reference will look like the following: 

Soufan, A. 2014. The sad legacy of 9/11: Isis and al-Qaida are stronger than ever. The 
Guardian Online. 11 September 2014.  

[Address:   https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-
years] 

[The name of the newspaper will be in italics or underlined. The name of the article will 
not be in italics or underlined] 
 
STRUCTURE: 

 
1. Provide a COVER PAGE. Your title does not have to be original (you can rewrite the 

questions/journal article title on the cover page as a title). On your cover page you need to 

have: 

 

- A title 

- Your name 

- Your student number 

- The date of submission 

- The assignment number 

- The course code 

 

2. Provide a TABLE OF CONTENTS. In your Table of contents, remember that the first page 

of your written paper (where you start writing the answer for question 1) is page 1. 

3. Clearly number your questions. 

4. Provide a BIBLIOGRAPHY. Only add sources that you have used in your text. For this 

you only need the newspaper article that you have to download, and the study 

guide.  

5. Do not exceed 6 pages. 
 

DO NOT provide an introduction or conclusion to the overall assignment. 

 
8.7 Other assessment methods 
 
As indicated in the module specific study plan above 
 
8.8  The examination 
 

Examinations take place during May-June (first semester) and October-November (second 

semester).  

Students who register for modules in the first semester will write examinations in May-June and 

students who register for modules in the second semester will write examinations in October-

November.  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/11/-sp-9-11-isis-al-qaida-13-years
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Aegrotat, special and supplementary examinations for the first semester will take place during 

October-November of the same year and for the second semester during May-June of the 

following year. Note: in order to pass the examination you must obtain 50%. In order to qualify 

for a supplementary examination you must obtain at least 40% in the examination. 

We advise you not to focus on old examination papers only because the content of modules 

and, therefore, of examination papers change from year to year. You may, however, accept 

that the type of questions that will be asked in the examination will be similar to the 

questions asked in the activities in your study guide and in the assignments.  

 

The examination paper consists of two long essay type questions of which One (1) is 
compulsory and six short questions from which you must answer Five (5). The compulsory 
essay-type question from the first section will count 50 and the five short questions from the 
second section will count 10 each. 
 

9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
For general questions, please consult the Study@Unisa brochure, which contains an A-Z guide 
of the most relevant study information. 
 

10 SOURCES CONSULTED 
 
As indicated in the module specific study plan above 
 

11 IN CLOSING 
 
Should you encounter any problems or need further information, you are most welcome to 
contact me. Best wishes for the successful completion of your studies!   
 
Mr Teboho Molete 
Tel.: (012) 429 6362 
Fax: (012) 429 6085 
Email: moletnt@unisa.ac.za  
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