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1 WELCOME 

 

Dear Student, 

We are pleased to welcome you to this module and hope that you will find it both interesting and 
rewarding. You will be well on your way to success if you start studying early in the semester and 
resolve to do the assignments properly. 

You will receive a number of tutorial letters during the year. A tutorial letter is our way of 
communicating with you about teaching, learning and assessment. 

Tutorial Letter 101 contains important information about the resources and assignments for this 
module. We urge you to read it carefully and to keep it at hand when working through the study 
material, preparing the assignments, preparing for the examination and addressing questions to 
your lecturers. 

In Tutorial Letter 101, you will find the assignments for this module. This tutorial letter also provides 
all the information you need with regard to the prescribed study material and other resources and 
how to obtain it. Please study this information carefully and make sure that you obtain the 
prescribed material as soon as possible. 

We have also included certain general and administrative information about this module. Please 
study this section of the tutorial letter carefully. 

Right from the start we would like to point out that you must read all the tutorial letters you 
receive during the semester immediately and carefully, as they always contain important and, 
sometimes, urgent information. 

We hope that you will enjoy this module and wish you all the best! 

 
2 PURPOSE OF AND OUTCOMES FOR THE MODULE 

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to Sociology, with specific emphasis on the study of 
South Africa and globally. We aim to do two things: 

 Develop your own views on current South African inequalities and flashpoints by 
exposure to systematic information, sociological concepts and theories (current 
conditions are understood within the changing South African and global context; 

  Interpret sociological trends in the South African context, and compare them with 
other selected African, developing and developed countries. 
 

Upon completion of this module you should be able to: 
 

 Interpret flashpoints in current South Africa in terms of sociological concepts and 
theories; 
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 Students can evaluate their own views on South Africa in terms of a systematic basis 
of information and sociological theory; 

 Students can analyse the status of South Africa within an African and global context 
from a sociological point of view; 

 Students can analyse socio-economic inequalities in South Africa. 
 
 

3 LECTURERS AND CONTACT DETAILS 
 
 
3.1 Lecturers 

All queries that are not of a purely administrative nature but are about the content of this module 
should be directed to us. Please have your study material with you when you contact us.  
 
Letters should be sent to: 

 The Module leader SOC1502 
 Department of Sociology 

PO Box 392 
UNISA 
0003 

 
You can also contact us via myUnisa.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Letters to lecturers may not be enclosed with or inserted into 
assignments. 
 

3.2 University 

Fax number:  012 429 4150/International +27 12 429 4150 

E-mail: info@unisa.ac.za 

   study-info@unisa.ac.za 
 
Online address: http://my.unisa.ac.za 
 

Prescribed Books Section   
Telephone number: 
E-mail: 

 
(012) 429-4152 
vospresc@unisa.ac.za 

 

mailto:info@unisa.ac.za
mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
http://my.unisa.ac.za/
mailto:vospresc@unisa.ac.za
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Description of enquiry  
(Send an SMS direct query with your name, 
student number/ID number and a short 
description of your query) 

Short SMS code     

Applications and registrations 43578   

Assignments 43584   

Exams  43584   

Study material 43579   

Student accounts 31954   

myUnisa  
myLife 
 

43582 
  

Other Contacts    

Webmaster  Unisa Postal and Physical Address   

Maps of our 
facilities  

Postal address: 
P O Box 392 
UNISA 
0003 

 

Muckleneuk Campus 
Preller Street 
Muckleneuk  
Pretoria 

 

Florida Campus 
Cnr Christiaan de Wet & Pioneer 
Avenue 
Florida 

  

Ombudsman Sunnyside  

Campus 

  
Corner of Walker and Mears Street. Building 12. Sunnyside  

  

 Unisa’s contact email addresses  
       http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContant&ContentID=17070 

Unisa's contact email addresses 
 
First enquiries (prospective students)  study-info@unisa.ac.za  

All international students international@unisa.ac.za  

Registration-related enquiries 
 

 

 
  

http://www.unisa.ac.za/news/docs/UnisaStaffAssistanceRegistrationPeriod.pdf
http://www.unisa.ac.za/?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=13182
http://www.unisa.ac.za/?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=16
http://www.unisa.ac.za/?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=16
http://www.unisa.ac.za/ombudsman
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContant&ContentID=17070
mailto:study-info@unisa.ac.za
mailto:international@unisa.ac.za
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Undergraduate qualifications 

Admissions office (application for exemption 
certificates) 

 

ame@unisa.ac.za 

College of Human Sciences artes@unisa.ac.za  

 
  

Other departments:   
    
Aegrotat exams       aegrotats@unisa.ac.za 
Assignments assign@unisa.ac.za  

Despatch, study material despatch@unisa.ac.za  

Examinations  exams@unisa.ac.za  

Graduation Affairs gaudeamus@unisa.ac.za  

Remark papers  remark@unisa.ac.za  

Recheck papers recheck@unisa.ac.za  

Finance  finan@unisa.ac.za  

 
  
Student information: 
 
Fellow student names  

 
 
condiscipuli@unisa.ac.za 

Student counselling and 
career development  

counselling@unisa.ac.za  

Enquiries about prescribed books  vospresc@unisa.ac.za  

 
Library: 

  

 
General Library catalogue enquiries 

 
bib-oasis@unisa.ac.za  

Library Web co-coordinator bib-web@unisa.ac.za  

Inter - library loans enquiries libr-ill@unisa.ac.za  

Enquiries about subject databases bib-dbase@unisa.ac.za  

Library Information Desk bib-help@unisa.ac.za  

Enquiries about training presented 
by the Library  

bib-oplei@unisa.ac.za 

Help with OASIS PIN numbers bib-pin@unisa.ac.za  

Send a question to the Library staff  bibrefq@unisa.ac.za  
 
4 MODULE-RELATED RESOURCES 
 
4.1 Prescribed books 

There is no prescribed textbook. 

4.2 Recommended books 

The following are the recommended books that you should find and read. 

Anderson, B. 2016. ‘Education. With emphasis on South African Education’ in Sociology. A South African 

Perspective, edited by Seedat-Khan, M., Jansen, Z.L. & Smith, R., 157-175 

Ferrante, J. & Kaziboni, A. 2016. ‘Family. With emphasis on South Africa’ in Sociology. A South African 

mailto:ame@unisa.ac.za
mailto:artes@unisa.ac.za
mailto:aegrotats@unisa.ac.za
mailto:assign@unisa.ac.za
mailto:despatch@unisa.ac.za
mailto:exams@unisa.ac.za
mailto:gaudeamus@unisa.ac.za
mailto:remark@unisa.ac.za
mailto:recheck@unisa.ac.za
mailto:finan@unisa.ac.za
mailto:condiscipuli@unisa.ac.za
mailto:counselling@unisa.ac.za
mailto:vospresc@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-oasis@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-web@unisa.ac.za
mailto:libr-ill@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-dbase@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-help@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-oplei@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bib-pin@unisa.ac.za
mailto:bibrefq@unisa.ac.za
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Perspective, edited by Seedat-Khan, M., Jansen, Z.L. & Smith, R., 125-135. 

Rabe, M. 2014. ‘Family and households’ in Sociology: A South African Introduction, edited by Stewart, P. & 

Zaaiman, J., Juta Publishers, 221-245. 

Rugunanan, P. 2014. ‘Education’ in Sociology: A South African Introduction, edited by Stewart, P. & 

Zaaiman, J., Juta Publishers, 247-271. 

Sociology: a South African introduction / Paul Stewart & Johan Zaaiman, editors. Cape Town: Juta, 2014. 

Sociology: a South African introduction / Paul Stewart & Johan Zaaiman, editors. Cape Town: Juta, 2015 
EBOOK 
 
Sociology: a South African introduction / Paul Stewart & Johan Zaaiman, editors. Cape Town: Juta & 
Company, 2015 
 
Sociology : a South African perspective / Joan Ferrante   editors Mariam Seedat-Khan, Zanetta L. Jansen, 
René Smith, Australia: Cengage Learning, 2016. 
 

4.3 Study material 

The Department of Despatch should supply you with the following study material for this module:  
 

 The study guide by Gelderblom, D & Rabe, M, entitled Understanding South Africa: 
Families, Education, Identities and Inequalities, Pretoria: University of South Africa.  

 Tutorial Letters 101 and 301 at registration and commentary tutorial letters later. 

Apart from Tutorial Letters 101 and 301, you will also receive other tutorial letters during the 
semester. These tutorial letters will not necessarily be available at the time of registration. Tutorial 
letters will be despatched to you as soon as they are available or needed (for instance, for 
feedback on assignments). 
 
If you have access to the Internet, you can view the study guides and tutorial letters for the 
modules for which you are registered on the University’s online campus, myUnisa, at 
http://my.unisa.ac.za. 
 
5 STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE MODULE 
 
5.1  myUnisa 

If you have access to a computer that is linked to the internet, you can quickly access resources 
and information at the University. The myUnisa learning management system is Unisa's online 
campus that will help you to communicate with your lecturers, with other students and with the 
administrative departments of Unisa – all through the computer and the internet. 
 

http://my.unisa.ac.za/
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5.2 Discussion classes and videoconferencing 
 
The Department of Sociology will not schedule discussion classes or videoconferencing during 
the semester. 
 
5.3 Tutorials 
 
Depending on student numbers, tutors can be appointed at qualifying learning centres. 
 
6 ASSESSMENT 
 
6.1      Assignments 

There are two assignments for this module. 
 
YOU HAVE TO SUBMIT ASSIGNMENT 1 IN ORDER TO GAIN ADMISSION TO THE 

EXAMINATION. YOU WILL GAIN ADMISSION TO THE EXAMINATION FOR SUBMITTING THIS 

ASSIGNMENT WHETHER YOU PASS IT OR NOT. YOU ALSO HAVE TO SUBMIT 

ASSIGNMENT 2 AS ASSIGNMENTS 1 AND 2 WILL COUNT 20% OF YOUR FINAL MARK FOR 

THIS MODULE (THE OTHER 80% IS MADE UP BY YOUR MARK IN THE EXAMINATION). 

You may submit assignments done on mark-reading sheets either by post or electronically via 
myUnisa. Assignments may not be submitted by fax or e-mail. You will receive the correct answers 
automatically for multiple-choice questions. However, commentaries on compulsory assignments 
will be sent to all students registered for this module in a follow-up tutorial letter, and not only 
to those students who submitted the assignments.  
 
As soon as you have received the commentaries, please check your answers. The assignments 
and the commentaries on these assignments constitute an important part of your learning and 
should help you to be better prepared for the examination. 

6.2 Examination 

This module is offered in a semester period of fifteen weeks. This means that if you are registered 
for the first semester, you will write the examination in May/June 2018 and the supplementary 
examination will be written in October/November 2018. If you are registered for the second 
semester you will write the examination in October/November 2018 and the supplementary 
examination will be written in May/June 2019. 
 
During the semester, the Examination Section will provide you with information regarding the 
examination date. The examination paper consists of 40 multiple-choice questions counting 1 mark 
each. An incorrect answer will receive 0. The paper will not be marked negatively. 
 
Previous examination papers are available to students on myUnisa. You may accept that 
examination questions will be in the same format as the questions asked in the activities in your 
study guide and in the assignments. 

We hope that you will enjoy this module and we wish you success with your studies. 
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE FIRST SEMESTER 

 

ASSIGNMENT 01 Compulsory 

Unique assignment number: 823156 

Closing date: 09 March 2018 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 02 Compulsory 

Unique assignment number: 847442 

Closing date:  06 April 2018 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 01 Compulsory 

Unique assignment number: 731718 

Closing date: 10 August 2018 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT 02 Compulsory 

Unique assignment number: 775528 

Closing date:  14 September 2018 

 

 
PLEASE READ TUTORIAL LETTER SOCAL36/301 BEFORE YOU ATTEMPT THE 
ASSIGNMENT. IT CONTAINS IMPORTANT ADVICE ON HOW TO APPROACH 
ASSIGNMENTS. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2018 

                                             

 

 Read this before doing an assignment 

 

1 This first assignment for each semester consists of 20 questions whilst the second 
assignment for each semester consists of 20 questions per assignment that must be 

Reithabetse Selebalo
Highlight

Reithabetse Selebalo
Highlight
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answered by selecting one of the options provided. Options are numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5. Only one of these options will be the correct answer to the question asked. 

  
You must indicate your choice (that is, either 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5) on the mark-reading 
sheet provided or on myUnisa. 

 

Please note: You may choose only one answer for each question. 

 

2 Study the relevant chapter of the brochure My studies @ Unisa for instructions on how to 
use the mark-reading sheets. REMEMBER TO FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS 
PRECISELY. IF NECESSARY, RETURN TO OUR GUIDELINES IN THIS TUTORIAL 
LETTER ON HOW TO COMPLETE MARK-READING SHEETS. 

 
Important to note: The first assignment for each semester guarantees your admission to 
examinations. The second assignment is also very important, because it will weigh 20% of your 
final mark for this course. It will further contribute to preparation for examination and developing 
your sociological understanding and abilities as a student.  
 
3 Once you have completed an assignment go through the following checklist before you 

submit it. 
 

Checklist 
 

Is your student number filled in correctly? 
 

Have you filled in the correct unique assignment number? 
 
 

       First Semester              Second Semester 

[823156]- First Assignment 
 
[847442]- Second Assignment 

 [731718]- First Assignment 
 
 [775528]- Second Assignment 

  
 
Have you provided one answer for each question?  
 
Have you used a soft (HB) pencil and marked your choices in the correct way? 

 
Please do not : 

 

 use ink to mark choices; 

 staple the mark reading sheet to other paper; 

 tear, bend or fold the mark-reading sheet; 

 stick anything to the mark-reading sheet. 
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE FIRST SEMESTER 

 

ASSIGNMENT 1 FOR 1ST SEMESTER 2018 – Closing date: 09 March 2018 

 
QUESTION 1  
 
Which of the following statements is/are consistent with current scientific understandings 

of human evolution? 

 

a. The first anatomically modern human beings had all the characteristics that we associate 

with being human. 

b. Human beings evolved from baboons. 

c. Fossils are bones that have been preserved unchanged in all respects. 

d. There are no biological differences between the races. 

 

1. a, b and c 

2. Only d 

3. c and d 

4. a and d 

5. None of the above 

 
QUESTION 2 
 
Which of the following statements correctly describe how human beings became 

differentiated? 

1. Darker skin protected against skin cancer in areas where there was little sunshine. 

2. There was extensive inbreeding between early humans and modern human beings. 

3. Epidemics played a role in shaping the genetic inheritance of population groups. 

4. The period from the rise of the first humans to the present was too short for any genetic 

differences to evolve between population groups. 

5. Over the long run, genetic differences were not influenced by different climatic conditions. 
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QUESTION 3  
 
Read the following table and then answer the question that follows: 

 

Mark in 

exam 

Hours studied per week 

 0-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 

Below 50% 27 23 15 0 3 

50-60% 16 30 36 24 59 

More than 

60% 

4 12 18 67 30 

 

Figure 1: Relationship between hours studied per week and exam mark: numbers of 

students 

 

If you use this table as a guide, how long should you study so that you are most likely to be 

successful? 

 

1. 0-1 hours per week 

2. 1-2 hours per week 

3. 2-3 hours per week 

4. 3-4 hours per week 

5. 4-5 hours per week 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
Which of the following is NOT one of the possible explanations provided by the guide for 

the large proportion of children 4 years of age and younger compared to the small 

proportion between 5 and 9 years of age in Census 2011? Note that we are not asking which 

explanation is correct. 

 

1. High rates of infant mortality between 2001 and 2006, followed by a rapid decline. 

2. High rates of HIV infection making women less fecund between 2001 and 2006, followed by 

a rapid decline in HIV infection rates. 

3. Rise in the number of women in the most fecund age groups between 2001 and 2006. 

4. Too many children 4 years old and younger were counted because field workers had a bias 

derived from their training. 

5. Errors StatsSA made in calculating the numbers of children in the different age groups. 
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QUESTION 5 
 
Which of the following statements regarding informal work is INCORRECT? Informal work 

… 

 

1. confounds the simplistic distinction between employment and unemployment.  

2. is work done only in the informal sector. 

3. occurs at a low rate in South Africa compared to other developing countries. 

4. tends to occur when people cannot afford to be unemployed. 

5. is often a form of underemployment? 

 
QUESTION 6  
 
Choose the correct option. Seekings and Natrass (2015) … 

 

1. use an approach to class that predominantly draws on the work of Karl Marx. 

2. argue that the main contradiction in South Africa is between the working class and the 

capitalist class. 

3. believe that the upper class still consist mostly of white people. 

4. believe that the working class is mostly rural. 

5. argue that there is an underclass in South Africa consisting of the long-term unemployed. 

 
QUESTION 7  
 
Say which of the following statements regarding unfree labour is/are correct? 

 

a. Debt bondage occurs when somebody becomes the property of another person. 

b. A serf is somebody who needed the lord’s permission to leave the land. 

c. An indentured servant has to work for another person forever. 

d. A serf has signed a contract to work for somebody else based upon debt entered into by an 

ancestor. 

 

1. Only a 

2. Only b 

3. b, c and d  

4. c and d  

5. a, b, c and d  

 
QUESTION 8  
 
Which of the following statements correctly identifies Magubane’s explanation for the 
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existence of racism in Europe? Racism … 

 

1. initially arose as a rationalisation for slavery. 

2. arose first, and slavery then followed. 

3. is primarily the result of religious ideas in Europe. 

4. was unrelated to the need for a cheap labour force. 

5. would have developed even if indentured white labourers were the primary labour force on 

the plantations. 

 
QUESTION 9  
 
Choose the correct option. According to the study guide, which of the following is/are an 

example of the binary approach to maleness and femaleness? 

 

a. The idea that one is either a woman or a man 

b. Exclusive categories that do not allow for more than two gender identities 

c. An oversimplification of biological reality 

d. Socially supported ideals of femininity and masculinity 

 

1. a and d 

2. b and c 

3. Only d 

4. a, b, c and d  

5. b, c and d 

 

QUESTION 10 
 
Which of the following is/are examples of the social construction of gender? 

 

a. When Grace was a toddler, her family laughed when she tried to put on her mother's high 

heeled shoes. 

b. John's friends were unhappy when he did not want to join their paintball game and asked 

him if he is a 'sissy'.  

c. Sipho is embarrassed that he cries easily, and does his best to hide it from other people. 

d. Susan joins her work friends for drinks every Friday night and goes to dance afterwards. 

 

1. a, b, c and d 

2. a and b 

3. c and d  

4. a and c 

5. a, b and c 
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QUESTION 11 
 
Choose the correct option. The following scenario refers to a/an ….. family  

 

After Sally and her husband, John, divorced she remarried and had another child with 

her new husband, Jack. She and Jack now live with two children from her first 

marriage, one child from his first marriage, and the last born. 

 

1. modified extended  

2. nuclear  

3. extended  

4. migrant  

5. reconstituted  

 

QUESTION 12 
 
Choose the correct option. The following scenario refers to a/an ….. family  

 

Nomsa’s mother lives in the house next door, and she sometimes helps care for 

Nomsa’s two children. Nomsa’s husband, Jack, helps to maintain the mother’s house, 

and they make sure that the mother is well by visiting her every day. Sometimes over 

weekends, they eat together after they have gone to church together.  

 

1. modified extended  

2. nuclear  

3. extended  

4. migrant  

5. reconstituted  

 

QUESTION 13 
 
Which of the following is an example of how family rituals surrounding food change to 

accommodate social changes? 

 

1. On Monday Pinky cooked pasta, and on Tuesday she made a stew. 

2. On Monday Esther cooked pasta, and on Tuesday her husband Xolani made a stew. 

3. John and Nomsa enjoy having a barbecue on Saturdays. 

4. The Magubane family eat a big meal every year on Christmas day, after going to church. 

5. Jack is an expert when it comes cooking the meat at the barbecue, while Elizabeth enjoys 

making a salad for the meal and dressing the table.  



 

16 

 

 

QUESTION 14  
 
Which of the following statements agree with the study guide's conception of what 

parenthood entail.  

 

1. The ability to become a mother is socially constructed. 

2. Social constructionists believe that the roles of motherhood and fatherhood are not 

biological givens. 

3. It is essential to have one's biological father present as one grows up. 

4. Men have never been involved in parental care and this is unlikely to change. 

5. The feminist standpoint is that only women can be good mothers. 

 

QUESTION 15 
 
Which of the following statements regarding domestic violence are correct, according to the 

study guide? Domestic violence … 

 

1. only occurs within poor families. 

2. tends not to recur. 

3. is perpetrated only by men against women. 

4. is connected to dominant forms of masculinity. 

5. is not linked to sexual violence. 

 
QUESTION 16  
 
Which of the following best describe important role players in family policy? 

 

1. family, legal sector, state and business 

2. state and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

3. business, NGO's and the state 

4. international conventions, family and market 

5. family, market, state and civil society 

 
QUESTION 17  
 
According to the study guide, the functionalist perspective in education … 

 

a. was founded by Talcott Parsons. 

b. focuses on the latent functions of education such as teaching mathematics. 

c. overemphasises’ the conflictual dimension of education. 

d. emphasises the advantages of education for society. 

 

1. Only b 

2. Only d 
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3. a, b and c 

4. b and d 

5. a and c 

 
 
 
QUESTION 18  
 
For conflict theorists, the hidden curriculum in schools … 

 

1. contributes to reproducing social inequalities. 

2. occurs when teachers do not cover the whole syllabus. 

3. is the official as well as non-official part of the curriculum. 

4. is based primarily upon the work of Emile Durkheim and Randall Collins. 

5. is the part that is taught to privileged children only? 

 
QUESTION 19 
 
Choose the most correct option. Which of the following statements reflect the study guide's 

views on youths not in education, employment or training (NEET), according to your study 

guide? They … 

 

1. are a homogenous group. 

2. are a small group and therefore unimportant in South Africa. 

3. have a good chance of succeeding later in life. 

4. are in this position out of their own free will. 

5.        should probably be a clear focus of policy development 
 
QUESTION 20   
 
Which of the following statements are correct with regard to the phenomenon of teenage 

pregnancy, according to the study guide? 

 

a. Rates of teenage pregnancy have been increasing in South Africa over the last couple of 

decades. 

b. The majority of women first fall pregnant later in life (after 20 years of age), and are 

therefore not in this category. 

c. It is a bigger problem in urban areas because that is where morals are looser. 

d. If we look at where it is the biggest problem, this phenomenon is probably connected to 

poverty in some way. 

 

1. Only a 

2. b and c 
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3. b, c and d 

4. b and d 

5. a, b, c and d  

 
 
PLEASE GO THROUGH THE CHECKLIST CAREFULLY 
 
ASSIGNMENT 2 FOR 1st  SEMESTER 2018 – Closing date: 06 April 2018 
 
 
QUESTION 1  
 
Choose the correct option.  According to the study guide, land dispossession of the black 
peasantry during the twentieth century in South Africa was caused by … 

 
a. the Natives Land Act of 1913. 
b. the introduction of new technology such as tractors. 
c. limited access to fertile land. 
d. all white farmers wanted to get rid of the black peasants. 

 
1. a, b and c 
2. b, c and d 
3. a, c and d 
4. a and b 
5. All the statements are correct. 

 
QUESTION 2  
 
Choose the correct option. According to the study guide, the notion of different races is 
based upon … 

 
a. clearly identified distinct genetics. 
b. climate differences that caused different skin pigmentation in humans. 
c. the Human Genome Project that showed how genetics predetermine most human 

characteristics 
d. human evolution. 

 
1. All of the statements are correct. 
2. a and d 
3. a and c 
4. Only b 
5. None of the statements are correct. 
 

QUESTION 3 
 
Choose the CORRECT option/s.  

 
a. The total fertility rate refers to the average number of children that each woman in a 

population will have if current birth rates stay the same. 
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b. International migration is rare and therefore hardly mentioned when studying population 
changes. 

c. A high infant mortality rate is often an indication that a country’s health system is not 
meeting the needs of the population. 

d. Mortality is most expected amongst middle-aged people due to their unhealthy life 
styles. 

 
1. b and d 
2. a and c 
3. a, c and d 
4. a and b 
5. All the statements are correct. 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
Choose the correct option. When looking at a population pyramid with five year interval 
bars stacked upon one another … 

 
a. long bars at the bottom indicate an ageing population. 
b. longer bars at the top indicate a youthful population. 
c. long bars at the bottom indicate a youthful population. 
d. short bars at the top indicate a youthful population. 

 
1. a and b 
2. a, c and d 
3. a, b and d 
4. c and d 
5. None of the statements are correct. 

 
QUESTION 5  
 
Choose the INCORRECT option. The following people can be considered informally 
employed: 

 
1. Fatima’s eldest son sells the samoosas she prepares over weekends at a parking lot 

near a busy shopping centre. 
2. Steven is a tattoo artist who is paid a monthly salary with benefits by the owner of the 

tattoo parlour. 
3. Jeremy is a skilled tiler who is in high demand by various building contractors. 
4. Chantelle works on a three-month research project after she has finished her master’s 

degree in Sociology the previous year. 
5. Victor is a mechanic who services other people’s cars in his backyard. 
 

QUESTION 6  
 
Choose the INCORRECT option. The following contributed to the current high 
unemployment in South Africa: 
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1. Reduced import tariffs in the manufacturing sector. 
2. Uncompetitive salaries demanded by organised labour. 
3. Most people do not have enough entrepreneurial spirit. 
4. People living in rural areas have limited job opportunities. 
5. People’s skills and educational backgrounds do not match the available job 

opportunities. 
 

QUESTION 7 
 
Link the explanations on race with the correct author. 

 
a. Black people crave acceptance by the white world and its standards of success. 
b. Race provided a rationalisation for the use of cheap and unfree black labour. 
c. Racists argued that various races did not have the same biological make-up and hence 

unequal treatment is justified. 
d. White people use projection to justify their unjust treatment of black people. 

 
i. Frantz Fanon 
ii. Bernard Magubane 

 
1. a = i, b = i; c = ii; d = ii 
2. a = ii; b = ii; c = i; d = i 
3. a = i; b = ii; c = i; d = ii 
4. a = ii, b = i; c = ii; d = i 
5. a = i; b = ii; c = ii; d = i. 
 

QUESTION 8   
 
Choose the INCORRECT option.  The connection between capitalist development and 
racism in South Africa during apartheid has been described as follows: 

 
1. According to the liberal argument racist ideas and practices were incompatible with 

economic growth. 
2. During the 1950s and 1960s the liberal argument postulated that capitalists were not to 

blame for racism and apartheid, but were instead disadvantaged by it. 
3. Although the apartheid South African government did not interfere with economic 

policies, job reservation contributed to growing racism. 
4. Steve Biko regarded capitalist exploitation as the result of the selfish and individualistic 

culture of white people. 
5. Martin Legassick argued that racism fostered capitalist economic growth during the 

apartheid years in South Africa. 
 
QUESTION 9  
 
Link the statements with the most correct option.   

 
a. The main beneficiaries of women’s unpaid work are men from the dominant classes. 
b. Since women are tied up with unpaid housework, they have been excluded from 

positions of power in the wider society. 
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c. In order to eradicate gender inequality, men and women should work together. 
d. In order to eradicate gender inequality, men and women from the working class should 

work together. 
 
i. Radical feminism 
ii. Marxist feminism 
iii. Liberal feminism 
1. a = ii; b = i; c = iii; d = ii 
2. a = i; b = ii; c = ii; d = ii 
3.   a = ii; b = iii; c = iii; d = ii 
4. a = iii; b = i; c = ii; d = ii 
5. a = iii; b = ii; c = i; d = i 
 

QUESTION 10 
 
Choose the INCORRECT option. The following statements have been linked with various 
African feminist scholars: 

 
1. Experiences of colonialism influenced African women’s position in society in significant 

ways. 
2. African feminism is tied up with bread and butter issues. 
3. The family is a central institution of oppression for women. 
4. Women’s role as mothers give them status in the community. 
5. In certain African communities seniority in the kin system is more significant than gender 

as a social category. 
 

QUESTION 11  
 
Choose the correct option. According to your study guide, which of the following is correct 

in terms of human evolution?  

 
a. The human evolutionary age is partly based upon discovery of bones.  

b. We can know the human evolutionary age through Holy Scriptures.  

c. Hominims started using stone tools in about 2.6 million years ago. 

d. Genetically all the African population are the same. 

 

1. a and c  
2. b and d  
3. a, b and c  
4. Only a  
5. Only b   
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QUESTION 12   
 
Choose the correct option. Your study guide theme 1 Study Unit 2 discusses the movement 

of people from one province to other provinces in South Africa. Accordingly, which of the 

following is an example of temporary mobility/migration?  

 
a. Commuter marriage where the children and wife live together and husband works 

and returns. 

b. Mineworker who leaves his family to work in Rustenburg and returns home 

periodically in Cape Town every month.  

c. A person who changes his residential area in the city where he has been living.   

d. A person who moved from rural Free State to the city of Johannesburg. 

1. a and d  
2. b and c  
3. a and b 
4. All of the above are correct answer.  
5. None of the above. 

 
QUESTION 13  
 
Which of the following statements is/are correct according to the study guide? 

 
a. The differences between two groups are God-given and nothing can be done 

to change them.  

b. Resource inequality manifests itself in education, social contacts, income and 

political power.  

c. South Africa is the least unequal country in the world.  

d. Following the high wage strategy in post-apartheid South Africa is one of the 

causes for high unemployment in South Africa, according to Seekings and 

Natrass.  

 
1. a and d  

2. a, c and b  

3. Only a   

4. b and d  

5. Only d 

QUESTION 14  
   
Education is one of the themes that your study guide discussed. Accordingly, which of the 

following is not an example of informal education? 

 
a. General knowledge about household activities.  

b. General knowledge about farming activities in rural areas. 

c. Learning how to sew and harvest maize in school. 

d. Learning how to herd cattle from your parent in the village. 
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1. b and d  

2. c and d  

3. a, b and d  

4. Only a  

5. All of the above. 

 
 
QUESTION 15  
 
Choose the correct option. According to Durkheim, education … 

 
a. helps to promote solidarity and stability in society. 

b. lays the base for a cohesive social order.  

c. gives equal opportunities to everybody.  

d. is a tool to make people accept inequality.  

 
1. a and c  

2. b and d  

3. c and d  

4. a, b and c  

5. a and b 

 

QUESTION 16  
 
Choose the correct option. According to your study guide, which of the following 

statements is/are correct? 

 
a. Mealtime can construct a certain family identity.   

b. Formal education forms a big part of childhood in the modern world. 

c. Bad fatherhood implies failing having interest in your children.   

d. Social fatherhood refers to the father who spends time with children to teach, 

guide, and play with them. 

 

1. a and d  

2. a, b and d  

3. c only  

4. d and c  

5. Only a 

QUESTION 17 
 
Choose the correct option. Which of the following can be considered a household?  
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a. A group of people living together providing themselves with food and other 

essentials for living.  

b. Single person living alone in a house.   

c. A university student who lives with other students in a commune.  

d. Grandmother raising her grandchildren in a rural area. 

 
 
 
 

1. a , b and c  

2. Only d   

3. a and b  

4. Only c   

5. a ,b, c and d   

QUESTION 18 
 
Which of the following is INCORRECT about gender according to the study guide? 

 
a. Gender is a social construct.  

b. Gender is instilled from a young age through socialisation.  

c. Intersex people’s gender is always assigned according to the closest 

resemblance of their genitalia.   

d. Modern surgery and hormonal treatment assist people to align their sex as 

female or male. 

 
1. a and c   

2. a and d  

3. a, c and b  

4. Only c  

5. All the statements are incorrect.  

QUESTION 19 
 
Choose the correct answer. According to your study guide, which of the following is 

considered as a factor in racial differentiation?  

 
a. Being socialised to view others from a different race group with suspicion. 

b. Giving advantage and disadvantage to individuals based on their race.  

c. Sharing particular histories and memories and cultures among people of a particular 

race. 

d. Because race is inherent and God-given. 

 
1. a and c 

2. a, b and c 

3. Only a  

4. Only d  

5. None of the above 
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QUESTION 20 
 
Choose the correct option. .….. includes learning that occurs in the home, school, 

community and workplace. 

 
a. Lifelong education  

b. Adult education  

c. Tertiary education 

d. Secondary education   

 
1. a and d  

2. c and d  

3. a and b  

4. a and c 

5. None of the above.  

 
PLEASE GO THROUGH THE CHECKLIST CAREFULLY. 
 
ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR SELF STUDY  
 
We recommend that you attempt to answer these essay - type of questions as part of your 
“homework” (NOT compulsory and NOT for submission). The following five questions can be 
prepared by carefully reading and re-reading your Study Guide and prescribed work. It will benefit 
you to make summaries as you go along. 
 
Then go back to your course material and try to write an essay not longer than three or four pages 
on the following topics: 
 
1. Explain the concept Sociology (i.e. provide a definition) and explain the scope and concerns 

of Sociology in South Africa. 
 
2.  Explain the concepts stratification and class in your own words. Refer to the main theories of 

stratification and link these theories to stratification in South Africa. 
 
3. Family is an important concept in sociological studies. Explain what you understand under 

the term and describe the different family types in South Africa. Make a short summary of 
what different theorists remarked on the family – especially in industrialised societies. 

 
4. Describe the concept education and refer to the different approaches in the study of 

education, i.e. the (structural) functionalist and the radical (or Marxist) approaches. Link 
these to the issue of education in pre- and post-apartheid South Africa. Describe also the 
nature of apartheid education and compare it to education in post-apartheid South Africa. 
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What challenges await future educators, students and policy makers in South Africa? How 
would you suggest that we deal with these challenges? 

 
5. Describe the concept ‘social identities’ in your own words. Why is this concept so important 

in sociological studies? What role did social identities play in South Africa before apartheid? 
And what role are social identities now playing in post-apartheid South Africa? 

 
REMEMBER THAT THESE ESSAYS WILL ASSIST YOU TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
OF YOUR WORK. DO NOT DESPAIR IF AT FIRST, IT IS NOT TOO EASY TO ANSWER THESE. 
IF YOU TAKE SOME TIME IN BECOMING MORE COMFORTABLE TO PUT THINGS IN YOUR 
OWN WORDS, DO NOT WORRY. THE ABILITY TO FORM GOOD, CLEAR ARGUMENTS ONLY 
COMES WITH EXERCISE, BY READING, RE-READING, FORMULATING AND 
REFORMULATING ARGUMENTS ON PAPER AND REFINING THEM THROUGH EXERCISE.  
 
FOR THE EXAMINATION THERE ARE NO ESSAY TYPE QUESTIONS. YOUR EXAMINATION 
PREPARATION RELATES TO THE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS AS THOSE THAT WE 
GAVE FOR ASSIGNMENTS 1 AND 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

  SOC1502/101   

27 

 

 
 
ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT 1 FOR THE 2nd SEMESTER 2018- Closing date:  10 August 2018 
 
QUESTION 1 

 
Choose the correct option according to the information in the study guide.   

 
1. Nuclear families is the dominant family form in all societies. 
2. Extended families largely provided care for black children during the apartheid years. 
3. In the South African context, the term household is straightforward and hence it should 

replace all references to families. 
4. Now that apartheid is a thing of the past, the number of migrant families is decreasing 

and the number of nuclear families is increasing. 
5. Households and families are basically the same concepts and can be used 

interchangeably. 
 

QUESTION 2 
 

Link the statements with the correct option.   
 
a. In the West, nuclear families has always been the dominant family form. 
b. Non-family households are the most common form of households. 
c. Modified extended families are rarely found. 
d. Globally, single parent households are one of the fastest growing type of households. 
 
i. True 
ii. False 

 
1. a = ii; b = ii; c = i; d = i 
2. a = i; b = ii; c = ii; d = i 
3. a = i; b = i; c = ii;  d = ii 
4. a = ii; b = ii; c = ii; d = ii 
5. a = ii; b = ii; c = ii; d = i 
 

QUESTION 3 
 

Choose the correct option by applying the life course perspective as explained in the study 
guide to the next scenario. 
 

Samuel is 30 years old, he is married to Sarah and they have two children. They 
live in Mpumalanga where both Sarah and Samuel are employed. Samuel’s father 
has recently passed away and he is in charge of the funeral arrangements. During 
this difficult time, he has been told that he has to relocate to Gauteng if he wishes 
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to stay with his company since they are closing their offices in Mpumalanga.  
 
a. The death of Samuel’s father is an example of a transition. 
b. The news about the changing job prospects is an example of a turning point. 
c. The current high unemployment figures in South Africa will play an important role in 

Samuel’s decision on whether he should take the job in Gauteng or not. 
d. Samuel’s decision on his job prospects will have a major impact on the trajectories of his 

children’s lives. 
 

1. a, b and c 
2. b and c 
3. a and d 
4. a, b and d 
5. All the statements are correct. 
 
QUESTION 4 
 
Choose the correct option.  According to the study guide … 
 
a. real fathers are the procreators. 
b. the most important role of a father is to provide financial support for his children. 
c. in general, South African men are excellent parents. 
d. if more men could support their children emotionally, economic support would be 

unnecessary. 
 

1. None of the statements are correct. 
2. b and d 
3. a and c 
4. Only b 
5. All the statements are correct. 
 
QUESTION 5 
 
Choose the correct option. According to Jewkes et al (2002) the following factors are 
associated with high levels of gender based violence:   
 
a. experiencing violence as a child  
b. alcohol consumption 
c. frequent conflict 
d. being poor 
 
1. a and b 
2. b and d 
3. a and c 
4. a, b and c 
5. All the statements are correct. 
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QUESTION 6 
 
Choose the correct option. 
 

Lulu is 19 years old and lives in the Free State, South Africa. Her parents passed 
away and she helps her grandmother to raise her two younger siblings. They thus 
live in a skip-generation household. She tries to earn some money by selling 
sweets and fruit near a taxi rank. Which of the following social policies can benefit 
Lulu’s household? 

  
a. familising policies 
b. child support grants 
c. after school care for her siblings 
d. no fees school policy 

 
1. a, b and c 
2. b and d 
3. b, c and d 
4. c and d 
5. None of the above are relevant to her. 
 
QUESTION 7 
 
Choose the INCORRECT option. According to the functionalist perspective on 
education … 
 
1. schools ensure that the most talented people will fill the most important positions in 

society. 
2. knowledge transmission prepares future generations for occupational and citizenship 

roles. 
3. matric certificates are status symbols and not really indicators of achievement. 
4. schools reinforce the values of parents since they usually choose the school their 

children attend. 
5. schools maintain social control by teaching aspects such as punctuality, discipline and 

scheduling. 
 
QUESTION 8 
 
Link the statements with the correct option.   
 
a. Gender stereotypical expectations by teachers often lead to labeling children’s learning 

behaviour in class. 
b. Children’s performance in school is often based on their class and racial origins rather 

than their abilities. 
c. Educational curricula encourage technically advanced societies characterised by social 
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unity. 
d. Education makes people accept that there is an unequal distribution of material and 

cultural goods in society. 
 
i. Functionalist perspective 
ii. Conflict perspective 
iii. Symbolic interactionist perspective 
 
1. a = ii; b = ii; c = i; d = ii 
2. a = i; b = ii; c = ii; d = ii 
3. a = ii; b = iii; c = i;  d = ii 
4. a = iii; b = ii; c = i; d = ii 
5. a = iii; b = ii; c = i; d = i 
 
QUESTION 9 
 
Choose the correct option.  African children are usually not educated in their home 
languages, because … 
 
a. many parents believe that it is better to be educated in European languages such as 

English and French. 
b. it is argued that there are too many African languages and hence it is too expensive to 

provide text books in children’s home languages. 
c. African languages are too simplistic and hence subjects, such as science, cannot be 

taught in these languages. 
d. commercial publishers are not willing to publish in African languages since they cannot 

be sure of a large enough profit margin. 
 

1. a, b and c 
2. b and c 
3. a and d 
4. a, b and d 
5. All the statements are correct. 
 
QUESTION 10 
 
Choose the most correct option. 
 

Lerato is 14 years old, in Grade 8 and three months pregnant. She has not told her 
parents about the pregnancy. She is afraid of telling anybody at school about the 
pregnancy since she believes she will be expelled from school. If she approaches 
you as a confidant in the matter, what would be the best advice you can provide? 

  
a. Assure her that she may not be expelled from school since she is under the age of 16 

years and therefore it is mandatory for her to attend school. 
b. Encourage her to stay in school until the pregnancy is due and then return to school as 

soon as possible to complete her schooling. 
c. Tell her to hide the pregnancy for as long as possible since everybody will most probably 

be angry at her. 
d. Tell her that everybody will support her and she should not be worried. 
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1. a, b and c 
2. a and b 
3. a and d 
4. a, b and d 
5. b and c 

 
 QUESTION 11 
 
Choose the correct option. According to your study guide, Prof Raymond Dart discovered 
one of the earliest human fossils in …. 

 

a. Taung 
b. Cape Town 
c. Pietermaritzburg 
d. Cookhouse 
e. Mahikeng 

 

1. a, b and c 
2. c and e 
3. Only a 
4. b, c and d 
5. b and e 

QUESTION 12 
 
Choose the correct option. Which of the following statements reflect the study of 
sociology? Sociologists ... 

a. centred on the poverty and inequality. 
b. focused on demography. 
c.   study the interactions between people as well as institutions such as economy and  

education.  
d.   are concerned with understanding social change and the historical forces that cause 

such change(s). 
 
1. b and c 
2. d, c and e 
3. a and c 
4. All of the above statements are correct 
5. None of the above statements are correct 
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QUESTION 13 
 
Which of the following statements is/are correct according to Frantz Fanon and his 
psychological analysis?  

a. In European thought, whiteness represents good things. 
b. Black identity was manufactured by white people. 
c. Blackness symbolises bad things. 
d. White people are seen as rational and intellectual. 

 

1. a and b 
2. All of the above statements are correct 
3. Only b 
4. c and d 
5. b and c 

QUESTION 14  

Choose the correct option. During the early 1990’s in South Africa, various women’s 
organisations, civic movements, religious and informal groups and women in exile were 
brought together under which umbrella organisation? 

a. African National Congress Women’s League 
b. South African Communist Party Women’s organisation 
c. Women’s National Coalition 
d. South African Women  Union 

 

1. b and c 
2. b, c and d 
3. a and c 
4. c and d 
5. Only C 

 
QUESTION 15 
 
Choose the correct option. According to the study guide, in an analysis of South Africa’s 
men’s movement, Michael Messner identified three themes which are categorised as follows 
… 

a. Crisis of masculinity. 
b. Defending male privilege where hegemonic masculinity is enshrined and losses of men are 

bemoaned. 
c. Men benefit from the dividend of patriarchy. 
d. Striving towards gender justice.  
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1. a, b and d 
2. c and d 
3. b, c and d 
4. a and c 
5. None of the above statements are correct 

QUESTION 16  
 
Choose the correct option. Which of the following are manifest functions of education 
according to the functionalist perspective? 

a. Prepares future generations for occupational and citizenship roles. 
b. Transmission of culture to new generations. 
c. Educational institutions continually evaluate and select competent individuals. 
d. Transmission of the requisite social skills for functioning in society. 

 
1. b and c 
2. All of the above statements are correct 
3. None of the above statements are correct 
4. a and c 
5. b, c and d  

QUESTION 17  
 
Choose the correct option. Which of the following concepts related to adult education, 
according to the study guide … 

a. The radical and humanistic adult education 
b. Non-formal education 
c. Continuing education 
d. Lifelong learning 

 

1. c and d 
2. a, c and d 
3. b and c 
4. a, b and c 
5. All of the above statements are correct 

 
QUESTION 18  
 
Choose the correct option. Which of the following statements define core language as 
defined by Brock-Utne, (2015)?  

a. Cluster of mutually intelligible speech. 
b. Constitutes dialectics of the same language. 
c. Language that is shared by cultures. 
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d. African language that is used in schools. 

 

1. b and d 
2. Only a 
3. a, b and c 
4. b and c 
5. b, c and d 

QUESTION 19 
 
Choose the correct option. The labelling perspective, according to the study guide, ...  

a. refers to a process whereby other people ascribe a specific characteristic to an individual. 
b. argues that labels have a huge effect on people with power.  
c. argues that only some labels are bluntly applied.  
d. refers to that other labels may be more subtle. 

  
1. a and b 
2. b, c and d 
3. a, c and d 
4. Only a 
5. All of the above statements are correct  

QUESTION 20   
 
Choose the correct answer … is often described as the unfolding of historical waves. 

a. Western feminism 
b. Radical feminism 
c. Liberal feminism 
d. African feminism 

 

1. c and d 
2. Only a 
3. Only b 
4. a and b 
5. None of the above is correct 

 

PLEASE GO THROUGH THE CHECKLIST CAREFULLY 
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ASSIGNMENT 2 FOR THE 2nd SEMESTER 2018 – Closing date 14 September 2018 
 
QUESTION 1   
 
Which of the following is NOT one of the possible explanations provided by the guide for 

the large proportion of children 4 years of age and younger compared to the small 

proportion between 5 and 9 years of age in Census 2011? Note that we are not asking which 

explanation is correct. 

 

1. High rates of infant mortality between 2001 and 2006, followed by a rapid decline. 

2. High rates of HIV infection making women less fecund between 2001 and 2006, followed by 

a rapid decline in HIV infection rates. 

3. Rise in the number of women in the most fecund age groups between 2001 and 2006. 

4. Too many children 4 years old and younger were counted because field workers had a bias 

derived from their training. 

5. Errors StatsSA made in calculating the numbers of children in the different age groups. 

 
QUESTION 2   
 
Which of the following statements correctly describe how human beings became 

differentiated? 

1. Darker skin protected against skin cancer in areas where there was little sunshine. 

2. There was extensive inbreeding between early humans and modern human beings. 

3. Epidemics played a role in shaping the genetic inheritance of population groups. 

4. The period from the rise of the first humans to the present was too short for any genetic 

differences to evolve between population groups. 

5. Over the long run, genetic differences were not influenced by different climatic conditions. 

 
QUESTION 3   
 
Choose the correct option. Seekings and Natrass (2015) … 

 

1. use an approach to class that predominantly draws on the work of Karl Marx. 

2. argue that the main contradiction in South Africa is between the working class and the 

capitalist class. 

3. believe that the upper class still consist mostly of white people. 

4. believe that the working class is mostly rural. 

5. argue that there is an underclass in South Africa consisting of the long-term unemployed. 
 
QUESTION 4  
 
Which of the following statements correctly identifies Magubane’s explanation for the 
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existence of racism in Europe? Racism … 

 

1. initially arose as a rationalisation for slavery. 

2. arose first, and slavery then followed. 

3. is primarily the result of religious ideas in Europe. 

4. was unrelated to the need for a cheap labour force. 

5. would have developed even if indentured white labourers were the primary labour force on 

the plantations. 

 

QUESTION 5  
 
Choose the correct option. According to the study guide, which of the following is/are an 

example of the binary approach to maleness and femaleness? 

 

a. The idea that one is either a woman or a man 

b. Exclusive categories that do not allow for more than two gender identities 

c. An oversimplification of biological reality 

d. Socially supported ideals of femininity and masculinity 

 

1. a and d 

2. b and c 

3. Only d 

4. a, b, c and d  

5. b, c and d 

 

QUESTION 6 
 
Which of the following is an example of how family rituals surrounding food change to 

accommodate social changes? 

 

1. On Monday Pinky cooked pasta, and on Tuesday she made a stew. 

2. On Monday Esther cooked pasta, and on Tuesday her husband Xolani made a stew. 

3. John and Nomsa enjoy having a barbecue on Saturdays. 

4. The Magubane family eat a big meal every year on Christmas day, after going to church. 

5. Jack is an expert when it comes to cooking the meat at the barbecue, while Elizabeth enjoys 

making a salad for the meal and dressing the table.  
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QUESTION 7  
 
Which of the following best describe important role players in family policy? 

 

1. family, legal sector, state and business 

2. state and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

3. business, NGO's and the state 

4. international conventions, family and market 

5. family, market, state and civil society 

 
QUESTION 8  
 
According to the study guide, the functionalist perspective in education … 

 

a. was founded by Talcott Parsons. 

b. focuses on the latent functions of education such as teaching mathematics. 

c. overemphasises the conflictual dimension of education. 

d. emphasises the advantages of education for society. 

 

1. Only b 

2. Only d 

3. a, b and c 

4. b and d 

5. a and c 

 
QUESTION 9  
 
Choose the correct option. According to the study guide, the notion of different races is 
based upon … 

 
a. clearly identified distinct genetics. 
b. climate differences that caused different skin pigmentation in humans. 
c. the Human Genome Project that showed how genetics predetermine most human 

characteristics 
d. human evolution. 

 
1. All of the statements are correct. 
2. a and d 
3. a and c 
4. Only b 
5. None of the statements are correct. 
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QUESTION 10  
 
Choose the correct option. When looking at a population pyramid with five year interval 
bars stacked upon one another … 

 
a. long bars at the bottom indicate an ageing population. 
b. longer bars at the top indicate a youthful population. 
c. long bars at the bottom indicate a youthful population. 
d. short bars at the top indicate a youthful population. 

 
1. a and b 
2. a, c and d 
3. a, b and d 
4. c and d 
5. None of the statements are correct. 
 

QUESTION 11 
 
Choose the INCORRECT option. The following contributed to the current high 
unemployment in South Africa: 

 
1. Reduced import tariffs in the manufacturing sector. 
2. Uncompetitive salaries demanded by organised labour. 
3. Most people do not have enough entrepreneurial spirit. 
4. People living in rural areas have limited job opportunities. 
5. People’s skills and educational backgrounds do not match the available job 

opportunities. 
 

QUESTION 1 2   
 
Choose the INCORRECT option.  The connection between capitalist development and 
racism in South Africa during apartheid has been described as follows: 

 
1. According to the liberal argument racist ideas and practices were incompatible with 

economic growth. 
2. During the 1950s and 1960s the liberal argument postulated that capitalists were not to 

blame for racism and apartheid, but were instead disadvantaged by it. 
3. Although the apartheid South African government did not interfere with economic 

policies, job reservation contributed to growing racism. 
4. Steve Biko regarded capitalist exploitation as the result of the selfish and individualistic 

culture of white people. 
5. Martin Legassick argued that racism fostered capitalist economic growth during the 

apartheid years in South Africa. 
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QUESTION 13   
 
Link the statements with the most correct option.   

 
a. The main beneficiaries of women’s unpaid work are men from the dominant classes. 
b. Since women are tied up with unpaid housework, they have been excluded from 

positions of power in the wider society. 
c. In order to eradicate gender inequality, men and women should work together. 
d. In order to eradicate gender inequality, men and women from the working class should 

work together. 
 
i. Radical feminism 
ii. Marxist feminism 
iii.   Liberal feminism 

 
1. a = ii; b = i; c = iii; d = ii 
2. a = i; b = ii; c = ii; d = ii 
3. a = ii; b = iii; c = iii;  d = ii 
4. a = iii; b = i; c = ii; d = ii 
5. a = iii; b = ii; c = i; d = i 
 

QUESTION 14 
 
Choose the correct option according to the information in the study guide.   

 
1. Nuclear families is the dominant family form in all societies. 
2. Extended families largely provided care for black children during the apartheid years. 
3. In the South African context, the term household is straightforward and hence it should 

replace all references to families. 
4. Now that apartheid is a thing of the past, the number of migrant families is decreasing 

and the number of nuclear families is increasing. 
5. Households and families are basically the same concepts and can be used 

interchangeably. 
 

QUESTION 15  
 

Choose the correct option.  According to the study guide … 
 
a. real fathers are the procreators. 
b. the most important role of a father is to provide financial support for his children. 
c. in general, South African men are excellent parents. 
d. if more men could support their children emotionally, economic support would be 

unnecessary. 
 

1. None of the statements are correct. 
2. b and d 
3. a and c 
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4. Only b 
5. All the statements are correct. 
 

QUESTION 16  
 
Choose the correct option. According to Jewkes et al (2002) the following factors are 
associated with high levels of gender-based violence:   

 
a. experiencing violence as a child  
b. alcohol consumption 
c. frequent conflict 
d. being poor 
 
1. a and b 
2. b and d 
3. a and c 
4. a, b and c 
5. All the statements are correct. 
 

QUESTION 17  
 
Link the statements with the correct option.   

 
a. Gender stereotypical expectations by teachers often lead to labeling children’s learning 

behaviour in class. 
b. Children’s performance in school is often based on their class and racial origins rather 

than their abilities. 
c. Educational curricula encourage technically advanced societies characterised by social 

unity. 
d. Education makes people accept that there is an unequal distribution of material and 

cultural goods in society. 
 
i. Functionalist perspective 
ii. Conflict perspective 
iii. Symbolic interactionist perspective 
 
1. a = ii; b = ii; c = i; d = ii 
2. a = i; b = ii;  c = ii; d = ii 
3. a = ii; b = iii; c = i;  d = ii 
4. a = iii; b = ii; c = i; d = ii 
5. a = iii; b = ii;  c = i; d = i 
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QUESTION 18 
 
Choose the most correct option. 
 

Lerato is 14 years old, in Grade 8 and three months pregnant. She has not told her 
parents about the pregnancy. She is afraid of telling anybody at school about the 
pregnancy since she believes she will be expelled from school. If she approaches 
you as a confidant in the matter, what would be the best advice you can provide? 

  
a. Assure her that she may not be expelled from school since she is under the age of 16 

years and therefore it is mandatory for her to attend school. 
b. Encourage her to stay in school until the pregnancy is due and then return to school as 

soon as possible to complete her schooling. 
c. Tell her to hide the pregnancy for as long as possible since everybody will most probably 

be angry at her. 
d. Tell her that everybody will support her and she should not be worried. 

 
1. a, b and c 
2. a and b 
3. a and d 
4. a, b and d 
5. b and c 

 
QUESTION 19 
 
Choose the correct option. According to your study guide, which of the following 
statements is/are correct? 
  

a. Mealtime can construct a certain family identity. 
b. Formal education forms a big part of childhood in the modern world.  
c. Bad fatherhood implies failing having interest in your children. 
d. Social fatherhood refers to the father who spend time with children to teach, guide and play 

with them. 
 

1. a and d 
2. a, b and d 
3. Only c 
4. d and c 
5. Only a 

 
QUESTION 20  
 

Which of the following is INCORRECT about gender according to the study guide? 

a. Gender is a social construct. 
b. Gender is instilled from a young age through socialisation. 
c. Intersex people’s gender is always assigned according to the closet resemblance of their  
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 genitalia.  
d. Modern surgery and hormonal treatment assist people to align their sex as female or 

 male. 
 

1. a and c 
2. a and d 
3. a, c and b 
4. Only c 
5. All the statements are incorrect 

 
 

PLEASE GO THROUGH THE CHECKLIST CAREFULLY 

 

ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR SELF STUDY  

We recommend that you attempt to answer these essay type of questions as part of your 
“homework” (NOT compulsory and NOT for submission). The following five questions can be 
prepared by carefully reading and re-reading your Study Guide and prescribed work. It will benefit 
you to make summaries as you go along. 
 
Then go back to your course material and try to write an essay not longer than three or four pages 
on the following topics: 
 
1. Explain the concept Sociology (i.e. provide a definition) and explain the scope and concerns 

of Sociology in South Africa. 
 
2.  Explain the concepts stratification and class in your own words. Refer to the main theories of 

stratification and link these theories to stratification in South Africa. 
 
3. Family is an important concept in sociological studies. Explain what you understand under 

the term and describe the different family types in South Africa. Make a short summary of 
what different theorists remarked on the family - especially in industrialised societies. 

 
4. Describe the concept education and refer to the different approaches in the study of 

education, i.e. the (structural) functionalist and the radical (or Marxist) approaches. Link 
these to the issue of education in pre- and post-apartheid South Africa. Describe also the 
nature of apartheid education and compare it to education in post-apartheid South Africa. 
What challenges awaits future educators, students and policy makers in South Africa? How 
would you suggest that we deal with these challenges? 

 
5. Describe the concept ‘social identities’ in your own words. Why is this concept so important 

in sociological studies? What role did social identities play in South Africa before apartheid? 
And what role are social identities now playing in post-apartheid South Africa? 

 
REMEMBER THAT THESE ESSAYS WILL ASSIST YOU TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 
OF YOUR WORK. THEY WILL HELP YOU TREMENDOUSLY IN PREPARING FOR THE 
EXAMINATION, EVEN THOUGH IN THE EXAMINATION THERE ARE NO ESSAY - TYPE 
QUESTIONS, BUT ONLY MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS.  
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DO NOT DESPAIR IF AT FIRST, IT IS NOT TOO EASY TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. IF 
YOU TAKE SOME TIME IN BECOMING MORE COMFORTABLE TO PUT THINGS IN YOUR 
OWN WORDS, DO NOT WORRY. THE ABILITY TO FORM GOOD, CLEAR ARGUMENTS ONLY 
COMES WITH EXERCISE, BY READING, RE-READING, FORMULATING AND 
REFORMULATING ARGUMENTS ON PAPER AND REFINING THEM THROUGH EXERCISE.  
 
 


