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1 INTRODUCTION 

Dear student 

 

This tutorial letter contains information about the examination. 

 

By now you should have received the following tutorial letters: 

 

TUTORIAL LETTERS PRESCRIBED MATERIAL 

INF1520/101/3/2017 

INF1520/201/2/2017 

INF1520/202/2/2017 

INF1520/203/2/2017 

INF1520/102/3/2017 

INF1520  Study Guide – MO01 

Units 1 to 5 

 

If you have not received all your study material, send an SMS enquiry directly to: 

 

 43579 for study material 

 

Tutorial letters can also be downloaded from www.osprey.unisa.ac.za, which is the official web 

site of the School of Computing. https://my.unisa.ac.za also offers services to students but the 

lecturers do not have direct control over the information provided there. 

 

 

INF1520 Team 
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2 STRUCTURE OF THE EXAMINATION PAPER 

The paper consists of TWO sections, namely Section A and Section B. Section A consists of 

20 multiple-choice questions, worth 2 marks each and so counts 40 marks. Section B 

consists of short questions. Some of these questions have sub-questions. Section B counts 

60 marks. All sections MUST be answered in the answer book in the spaces provided. 

 

The mark that you obtain will be converted to a mark out of 100 that will be incorporated in 

the final mark in the following way: 

 

  Your final mark for this module will be calculated as follows: 

  Final Mark = Year mark (out of 100)    20% + Examination mark (out of 100)    80% 

  In order to pass this module, a final mark of 50% is required. 

  Refer to Tutorial Letter INF1520/101/3/2017 for more information in this regard. 

 

3 THE FORMAT OF EXAMINATION PAPER 

GENERAL arrangements concerning the examination paper: 

 INF1520 examination is a CLOSED-BOOK examination. This means that you CANNOT 

refer to any notes during the examination session. 

 The duration of the paper is 2 hours. Please ensure that you use this time effectively. 

 NO CALCULATORS are necessary and may NOT be used. 

 When you receive your paper, please ensure that your paper is complete, i.e. all pages are 

printed and none of them is BLANK (the paper ends with a copyright sign ©). If there is 

any mistake in this regard, immediately report it to the invigilator who will give you another 

paper. Remember, you must be allocated additional time if there is any external problem. 

 The paper MAY NOT BE REMOVED FROM THE EXAMINATION ROOM. It remains the 

property of UNISA. 

4 EXAMINATION SYLLABUS 

The exam covers all the 5 units of the study guide. 

5 IMPORTANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE EXAMINATION  

If you have previously written a UNISA examination, you are most probably familiar with the 

arrangements concerning examinations. We discuss some of these arrangements below to 

increase your chances of feeling at ease when you write your examinations. 
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 Supplementary examination: The semester mark will not be taken into account in the 

supplementary examination mark. 

 Examination centre: Upon registration, you chose a particular examination centre. Unless 

you have explicitly changed your examination centre with the Examination Department 

and have received confirmation that it has been changed, you should NOT go to any 

other examination centre to write your examinations. Please remember that UNISA 

distributes the examination papers to the examination centres that students indicated 

during registration. If a student goes to the wrong centre, there will NOT be an 

examination paper available for him or her. 

 Examination date & time: It is YOUR responsibility to make sure of the correct 

examination date and time. UNISA sends out letters to all students who have gained 

admission to the examination. Unfortunately the postal system is not always reliable and 

not all of these letters reach their destinations. The dates are also published on 

myUNISA. It is YOUR responsibility to make sure of the correct and final date, so please 

consult the myUNISA website. Alternatively, you may also phone UNISA’s Examination 

Department. 

 Missing an examination: Every year we get students who have ‘misread’ their timetable 

and then go to the examination centre unprepared for that day’s examination paper, but 

prepared for another paper. This is disastrous and there is NOTHING we can do to help 

you. If you misread your examination date and time and as a result fail a particular paper, 

it might set your studies back another year. 

 Examination admission: You will be informed by the University about the status of your 

examination admission, as well as the date, time and venue of the examination. Please 

note the following concerning exam admission: 

o A student taking INF1520 in the first semester must submit at least one assignment 

BEFORE 13 March 2017. 

o A student taking INF1520 in the second semester must submit at least one 

assignment BEFORE 21 August 2017. 

You will NOT be granted examination admission if you do not meet the above 

requirements. Please DO NOT contact the lecturers in this regard as we will not entertain 

any requests from students regarding examination admission. 
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6 STRATEGY FOR WRITING THE EXAMINATION 

 

When writing an examination, the following seven things are vital: 

1. Read the instructions. 

2. Identify what is required and match it with your knowledge - read the questions carefully! 

3. Manage your time. 

4. Stay calm - the best way to accomplish this is to be as well prepared as possible! 

5. Do not waste time on a question you struggle with. Leave the question and continue with 

the next one. 

6. If you have spare time, first check that you have done all the questions, then address 

incomplete questions. 

7. Ensure that your student number and course code are correct. 

8. Take mark allocation into consideration for example if the question counts 4 it means you 

need to provide 4 facts. 

 

May/June and October/November 2015 exam papers and May/June and October/November 

2016 exam papers are available on the web. The questions will test your knowledge and 

understanding of the subject. Reading through the study material will not be adequate 

preparation for the examination – you have to study to understand and remember. 

 

Although examination questions may be similar to the assignment questions, most of them are 

new questions that you have not seen before. Studying the assignments only will therefore not 

be adequate preparation to pass the examination. 

 

Finally: 

 

We wish you all the best for the exam. We hope you pass with a good mark. 

 

Your INF1520 Lecturers 
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