
ASSIGNMENT 8 (Unique number 816446) - due date 26 April 2018 

Indicate which one of the following statements is CORRECT or MOST 
CORRECT. 

Question 1 
In the assessment of non-patrimonial loss... 

1. the plaintiff's external manifestation of the injury and his or her reaction to it must be 

taken into account. 

2. only the objective element of the injury may be taken into account. 

3. only the subjective element of the injury may be taken into account. 

4. every impairment of feelings is taken into account. 

5. None of the above.         (2) 

Question 2 
Non-patrimonial loss manifests itself... 

1. only as past loss. 

2. as both past and future loss. 

3. only as future loss. 

4. as loss of a business opportunity. 

5. as loss of profit.           (2) 

Question 3 
Which one of the following is the odd one out? 

1. Disfigurement. 

2. Pain and suffering. 

3. Loss of support.  

4. Loss of amenities of life. 

5. Shortened expectation of life.         (2) 

Question 4 
In Collins v Administrator, Cape 1995 (4) SA 73 (c) the court held that in instances 
of unconscious claimants... 

1. the amount of satisfaction for non-patrimonial loss will be higher than when he or she 
is conscious. 
2. it is of no consequence to award satisfaction in respect of non-patrimonial loss. 
3. the amount of satisfaction for non-patrimonial loss must necessarily be lower than when 
he or she is conscious.  



4. one must be clear on the nature of the non-patrimonial loss and the extent of the 
injuries.. 
5. one must acknowledge the existence of the loss and award a nominal amount as 
symbolic reparation.          (2) 

Question 5 

The object of damages for non-patrimonial loss... 

1. is to counter-balance the plaintiff's unhappiness. 

2. is to provide the plaintiff with psychological satisfaction for the injustice done. 

3. is to place the plaintiff in the financial position he or she would have been in but for 

the damage caused. 

4. 1 and 2. 

5. All of the above.           (2) 

Question 6 

The following further damage suffered due to damage to a motor vehicle may be 

claimed: 

1. Increase in the cost of repairs from the date of delict to the day of payment. 

2. The inconvenience and discomfort caused by the damage to the motor vehicle. 

3. Loss of use, but the plaintiff’s duty to mitigate must be taken into account.  

4. 1 + 2.  

5. 1 + 3.            (2) 

Question 7 
An award of damages for non-patrimonial loss... 

1. may be influenced by the court's sympathy for the plaintiff. 

2. must reflect the plaintiff's emotional reaction to the injuries to the injuries suffered. 

3. Must be in monetary terms the equivalent of loss suffered. 

4. depends on the defendant's ability to pay damages. 

5. must be fair to both the plaintiff and the defendant.      (2) 

Question 8 
Which case is the locus classicus for your answer in 7 above? 

1. Pitt v Economic Insurance Co Ltd 1957 (3) SA 284 (D). 

2. De Jongh v Du Pisanie 2005 (5) SA 457 (SCA). 

3. Protea Assurance Co Ltd v Lamb 1971 (1) SA 530 (A). 

4. SA Eagle Insurance Co Ltd v Hartley 1990 (4) SA 833 (A). 

5. Administrator-General, SWA v Kriel 1988 (3) SA 275 (A).     (2) 



Question 9 

The effect of using previous comparable awards in the quantification of non-patrimonial 

loss... 

1. reflects an acceptance of constitutional damages in our law of damages. 
2. manifests in the commercialization of general damages.  
3. reflects the flexibility of our law's approach to damages. 
4. denies the court the discretion to depart from the pattern already established. 
5. All of the above.           (2) 

Question 10 
On the whole, the satisfaction awards for general damages... 

1. must be awarded as separate amounts for each specific non-patrimonial head of 
damage. 
2. may be taken to be awarded in full when the quantification of pain and suffering is 
completed. 
3.  does not extent to include future losses. 
4. may be awarded as a single amount for the infringement of the different facets of the 
physical-mental integrity of the person. 
5. must be awarded as a single amount for the infringement of the different facets of the 
physical-mental integrity of a person.        (2) 

Total:  [20] 

 


