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DO THE RIGHT THING - DEONTOLOGY

Assignment 02

Assignment 02:
 WHITEY BASSON'S MILLIONS

  
Time for you to think a little again. In the crossroads assignment, one of the multiple choice questions was:

  

“In 2010, Whitey Basson the CEO of Shoprite earned ZAR 620,000,000.00.” My personal opinion on this
statement is most closely described by:

A. Good for him – he worked hard to earn this
B. The only problem I have with this is that this money is in Basson’s bank account and not in mine
C. No problem with this. I'm sure Basson donates huge amounts to charities
D. I think that it is morally wrong for anyone to earn that much money
E. I think that active steps should be taken to correct such immoral executive remuneration practices

 

Do you remember which option you chose? (If you haven't done the crossroads assignment you need to go and
do it now.)

Anyway, in this assignment we are going to zoom in on option B specifically: “The only problem I have with this is
that this money is in Basson’s bank account and not in mine”. What this option is basically saying is, that given a
chance, you would take ZAR 620,000,000.00 for a year’s work right?

  
What we want you to do in this assignment is to examine this act (i.e. you taking ZAR 620,000,000.00 for a year’s
work) from the perspective of Kant’s formula of universal law version of the categorical imperative.

  
(Remember - as you go through this assignment, don't forget the three questions which emerged out of our
discussion of virtue ethics: Do I really practice these values?; Can I really claim that these are my virtues? Is what I
am saying really what I do?)
 
INSTRUCTIONS:
 
Step 0: Do Assignment 1

  
 If you haven't already done it, please go to the "Self Assessments" tool and do Assignment 1 now.

  
YOU WILL GET 0 (ZERO)FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT IF YOU HAVE NOT SUBMITTED YOUR ASSIGNMENT 1

THROUGH THE SELF ASSESSMENTS TOOL.
  

Step 1: Evaluate the act using Kant’s categorical imperative (We've done the first 2 stages for you)
 

1. State your proposed act as a maxim:
  

"I will take ZAR 620 000 000.00 (A) when I've done a year's work  (C) in order to get really, really rich (E)."
  

2. Restate this maxim as a universal law;
  

"All people (7 billion of them) will take ZAR 620 000 000.00 when they've done a year's work in order to
get really, really rich."

  
3. Ask whether your maxim is conceivable in a world ruled by the universal law; and finally

  
4. Ask whether you would rationally act on your maxim in such a world.

  
 
Step 2: Form an opinion

 On the basis of your analysis, answer the following questions:

What would Kant probably have said about Whitey Basson (or you) earning ZAR 620,000,000.00? (You might
want to do a bit of research into the nature of Whitey Basson's 2010 earnings).

What do you think about Whitey Basson (or you) earning ZAR 620,000,000.00?
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Why do you think this?

We also encourage you to look at whatever your fellow students have written and comment on this.

Step 3: Submit a comment for marking
  

(Note: you must log into myUnisa to do this. You cannot do it on the Digi-Band)
  

Now you need to go to the "02: Do the right thing" topic in the "Assign 02: Do the right thing" discussion stream and
submit your analysis of the act of taking ZAR 620,000,000.00 and your answers to the three questions as a commen

 

DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR ASSIGNMENT AS AN ATTACHMENT

DO NOT COPY - PLAGIARIZED WORK WILL GET 0%

DO NOT SUBMIT LATE - LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE MARKED
  

But how do you write a comment?

Since this is the first time you will be writing a comment, here are the step by step instructions - with pictures!
  

Step 1 - Go to the "Discussions" tool by clicking the "Discussions" link in the menu on the top left of myUnisa. Once
you have done this you should see something that looks more or less like this (it might not be exactly like this but
more or less):

  

 
Step 2 - Click on the "02 - Do the right thing" forum (the big red arrow in the image above). When you do this you
should see something like this (again, it might not be exactly like this): 
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Step 3 - Click on the "Assignment 02 - Do the right thing" topic (the big red arrow in the image above). When you do
this you should see something like this (again, it might not be exactly like this):

  

 
Step 4 - Click on the "Reply" link in the first posting in the topic - see the big red arrow in the image above. When you
do this you should see something like this (again, it might not be exactly like this):
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Step 5 - Now you can write your comment.

Here's an important tip: Don't just write your comment directly in the editor. Write it somewhere else like in Word for
example and copy it to the editor. Why? If your connection to the internet gets lost, at least you won't have lost
everything!

When copying from another document, there are a couple of steps. Once you are at the screen above, go to your
source document and copy your assignment. Then come back to the editor above, right click in the editing window
and select paste. A message box will open which should look something like the following:

  
 

 
 
Step 6 - Click "Ok" (in fact accept any prompts which are sent to you) and eventually the following window should
open:

  

 Step 7 - Click in the pasting window (the red arrow in the picture above) and press ctrl-v (hold the ctrl button down
and press the v button at the same time). Your assignment should appear in the pasting window as follows:

  

  
Step 8 - Click "Ok" and you should be taken back to the editor but now your assignment should appear in the editing
window as follows:
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Step 9 - THIS IS IMPORTANT. You must then click the "Publish" button at the bottom of the page (the red arrow in th
picture above). You may have to scroll down to find this button but you MUST find it. If you don't press it your
contribution will not be submitted.

Once you have pressed the Publish button you should be taken back to the discussion topic and now your
contribution will appear there:

  

NB: If your assignment does not appear in the discussion forum, it has not been submitted successfully and you mus
therefore try again. Please make sure that you do check that it is there.
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RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

  

There are of course some rules for writing comments:

You CAN disagree with anything that you have read;
  

You CAN argue any opinion that you like;

BUT

You CANNOT insult someone - e.g. you cannot say: "My lecturers are ignorant." This includes making any
racist, sexist or any other -ist comments. At your lecturers' discretion you will get 0 (zero) for your assignment if
it is felt that your comment is insulting.

  
You CANNOT insult anyone's religion - e.g. you cannot say : "Religion xyz is a load of rubbish." At your
lecturers' discretion you will get 0 (zero) for your assignment if it is felt that your comment is insulting to
someone's religious beliefs.

  
You CANNOT use offensive language. At your lecturers discretion you will get 0 (zero) for your assignment if it
is felt that your comment contains offensive language.

AND

We strongly SUGGEST that you DO NOT write your comments in some sort of SMS shorthand - "dis is not
gr8". 

  

And that's that!!  

Prev | Table Of Contents | Next

Gateway Mobile View The Sakai Project University of South Africa

Copyright 2003-2013 The Sakai Foundation. All rights reserved. Portions of Sakai are copyrighted by other parties as described in the Acknowledgments screen.

myUnisa - myUnisa - Sakai 10.5 (Kernel 10.5) - Server lmkn-mtc18pv.int.unisa.ac.za
Server Time: Fri, 13 Jul 2018 19:05:24 SAST

https://my.unisa.ac.za/sites/myunisa/default
https://my.unisa.ac.za/portal/pda
http://www.sakaiproject.org/
http://www.unisa.ac.za/

